EDITORIAL

We seem to have another jam-packed magazine again
this month, so thank you everyone. What is a little
worrying is just how we are going to fit in all the activities
on offer during the month of September! Village Show
Day is on 2" of September and hopefully there will be
plenty of entries despite the long hot dry spell. If you've
never entered before, do consider having a go this year. It
really is the “villagey “ day of the year.

Congratulations to St. Mary's church who achieved very
high marks in the Best Kept Churchyard competition this
year. The results are published on page 9.
Congratulations also to Rayne who were named Essex
Village of the Year 2006. A short resume of their success
is printed on page 15, and just note how much their
volunteers raised to buy new play equipment.

As usual we include some contentious issues. Your views
are sought on parking at the Surgery (see Letters on page
10). We have such a wonderful facility in Great Bentley
with both The Surgery and The Pharmacy and these must
be the envy of all the villages around.

The Bikers still provoke many of you to put pen to paper
and the 2006 season has prompted the usual
correspondence. So, how to keep everyone happy? The
Parish Council Notes this month inform us that the
Wednesday night event for 2007 is already under scrutiny.
It is now 3 YEARS since we asked you the villagers, your
views on this event. So what is the general opinion now?
PLEASE take the time to fill in the questionnaire and
return it to my address or to the box in the Post Office.
The same questions are being asked as last time. Your
confidentiality will be respected and all replies shredded
once the relevant information has been recorded. We
know that permission to hold this event cannot be given,
but we would like to know what you think now.

Don't forget the Beating of the Bounds on the 23™. It will
be your last chance for seven years!!

MARY MASKELL

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any culpability
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
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Dear Friends,

How did you cope with all that exceptionally hot weather earlier this summer? Above a certain temperature and
humidity, | have real difficulty getting both my mind and my body into gear. | can’t think creatively. My body just
wants to flop. That's not a problem if you're on a sunshine holiday abroad but it's really hard when you'’re busy.
So | found myself at my desk unusually early in the morning, before the heat slowed me down, and then
starting to write again in the late evening when it began to grow cooler. In between | felt really torpid and |
began to understand what it must be like to live and work in a really hot climate.

When we go to the Mediterranean for a beach holiday we can easily slip into judgmental attitudes. We see the
locals taking things easy during the heat of the day and think of them as lazy. To our minds, the sunshine is a
rare treat not to be wasted. So “Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the mid-day sun!”

But this summer the penny dropped and | could see it from the Mediterranean point of view. | could put myself
in their shoes. The strange foreign custom of the siesta suddenly made sense. | began to wish that | had some
wooden shutters to close — keeping the heat-gain at bay but allowing the breeze to get through. | began to wish
that the ‘phone would stop ringing after lunch so that | could doze though the mid-day sun and then return to
work refreshed when things got cooler.

Seeing life from other people’s point of view can save a lot of misunderstanding. Putting ourselves in their
shoes can save us from being unfairly judgmental. Maybe the person we reject as a miserable old so-and-so is
in fact coping courageously with real physical or emotional pain and needs all the respect and sympathy we
can give. Perhaps the person whose lifestyle puzzles us is acting very sensibly in a situation that is very
different from our own. I'm reminded that God in Jesus Christ put himself in our shoes — getting alongside us
with understanding, acceptance and forgiveness so that we could be reconciled to God and to one another.
Famously he said, “Judge not that ye be not judged.” That sounds like good advice to me.

Yours sincerely,
Bernard Metcalfe (Church of England Vicar)

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER MAGAZINE
MONDAY 11th September 2006

ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”

EARLY COPY PLEASE

e-mail: Carole@pncallington.co.uk - Subject: Parish Magazine

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.g  reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk



SUN

Wed.

Thur.
SAT.

SUN.

ST MARY'S CHURCH

SEEKERS
Every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30 - 4.30pm

BELL RINGING PRACTICE
every Monday - 7.30pm

CHOIR PRACTICE
Every Thursday 7.30pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
1st and 3rd Sunday during term time
9.30am - 10.30am

FP 12™ SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am United Civic Service in the
Marguee on the Green
3.00pm Public Baptism
é"  10.00am Holy Communion
2.15pm Bentley Bears
7 7.30pm Choir Practice

9™  FLOWER FESTIVAL & ART EXHIBITION

OPENS
10.00 - 6.00pm Friends of Essex Churches Cycle
Ride
10" THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist for all the Church
Family.

FLOWER FESTIVAL & ART EXHIBITION CONTINUES

Mon.

Thur
Sat

SUN.

Wed.

Sat

SUN.

Tue

Wed.

11" 3.30pm The Seekers New Term begins
Wed. 18 10.00am Holy Communion

GREAT BENTLEY
METHODIST
CHURCH NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during September.
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

September 3 ™ Pastor David Bavister
September 10" Gill Bavister

September 17" Pastor David Bavister
September 24" Pastor David Bavister

Events in September

Civic Service to be held on the 3" September at 10.30
in the Margquee on the Green. Preceded by a parade
from the Methodist Church led by Brightlingsea Brigade
Band and British Legion Colour parties. See you all there.

Harvest Festival 10.30am 17" September led by
Pastor David Bavister. Followed by lunch — tickets
from Maureen Johnson 250979

Prayer Breakfast. Saturday 9" September 08.15. Join us
for a simple Breakfast and time of prayer, finishing at
approximately 09.15

Luncheon Club 5™ & 19" September

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see

if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church.

Coffee Morning 1% September in aid of Church Funds

14" 8.00pm P.C.C. Meeting in the Vestry Room10am to 12 noon

16th 2.00pm Wedding

17" 14" SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School
20" 10.00am Morning Prayer
2% 10..00am  Beating the Bounds

2.00pm Wedding

3.30pm Wedding

24" HARVEST FESTIVAL
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am All Age Word & Worship Service
3.00pm Public Baptism

Each week the following events are held at our
Church ring these numbers for more information
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Adventurers Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in
school year 3 and older.

Coffee morning in August. Many thanks to all who
supported our Coffee morning. £260 was raised to be
shared between Crossroads (Support for Carers) and
Starlite Children’s Foundation.

28" 7.30pm Deanery Synod at Thorpe-le-SokenSPonsored walk for Oxfam  Catherine would like to

27 10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Harvest Festival at The Oaks

thank everyone who came to her lunch and sponsored
her. She raised over £1000 for Oxfam and completed
the 100km walk in 29 hours



SIDESPERSON’'S ROTA

Sunday 3rd September - Trinity 12

Service in tent on the Green

Sunday 10th September - Patronal Festival

Sidespersons - Pat & Peter Nunn

Sunday 17th September - Trinity 14

Sidespersons - Dennis Curry & Sybil Luck
Intercessions - Graham Thornton

Sunday 24th September - Harvest Festival

Sidespersons - Roger & Lynn Carey-Smith

3rd

10th
17th
24th

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

COFFEE ROTA

Tent Service on the Green
Philip & Jean Smith
Carole & Peter Allington
Nicky Justice

CLEANING ROTA

Wendy Smith/Karen Williams
Bev Adams

Pat & Peter Nunn

Lynda Hayes

Maria Pagram

BAPTISMS

3rd September

Barnaby Evan Morton

29th September
Ryan Harvey Christopher

WEDDINGS

16th September

Matthew Stuart Whyte and
Helen Black

23rd September

Gerald Douglas Jennings and
Susan Mary Hunt

23rd September

Paul Thomas Gaskin-Barber and
Ana-Mae Cabanban Serafino

FUNERAL

17th July  Lyannie Taylor

MOTHERS’ UNION

Our September meeting will be on Thursday 14th
instead of the first Thursday. We shall welcome Pat
Potter to demonstrate some ways of arranging
flowers and other plant material (possibly with a
harvest theme). Hopefully this will give us inspiration
to express our thanks to God for the Harvest by
creating something beautiful for our home or church.

The meeting will be held in the small hall of
the Methodist Church beginning at 7.30pm.
Everyone will be most welcome.

On Monday 18th September Diocesan Council
meets in Chelmsford Cathedral - all members are
able to attend. As it is election year we shall be
introduced to our new Diocesan President and other
officers. Please contact me either before or at the
September meeting if you would like to go. | would
welcome Home and Family subscriptions also.
Prayers for our diocesan links will be offered at the
10am service of Holy Communion on Wednesday
20th September.

Love
Myrtle Clayton



THANK YOU

To Great Bentley School

| would like to say a big thank you from Great Bentley
Pre-school for the lovely morning we spent on 20th July
at your sports day. The children, staff and parents had
so much fun taking part in the activities that you had set
up for us.

The pre-school children and staff (Carrie and
Allison) also loved watching and cheering (rather loudly)
the school children running their races!! So once again
many thanks for letting us share your sports day and we
hope to see you next year.

Regards
Hayley Perry
Chairlady on behalf of Gt Bentley Pre-school

Thank you from Robert Genery and Family

My family and | would like to thank you all for your kind
thoughts and condolences at this very sad time in our
lives. My darling wife Pauline will be greatly missed by
all who knew her. She loved living in Great Bentley and
enjoyed helping with the Parish Magazine.

Thank you again for your condolences and for your
kind donations to the two charities (Diabetes and Cancer
Research) for which around £1,000 is expected to be
raised when all collections are in.

Animal Bedding

Bedding suitable for the rescued animals that Judy and |
support has continued to be provided by the readers of
this magazine and we have been able to supply all of the
centres with a good amount of clean dry blankets,
covers, curtains, sheets, sleeping bags and duvets in
readiness for the approaching longer nights and cooler
days. Several kind ladies also knit woollen blankets
which are used exclusively as heated pad covers for
rescued cats. These beautifully created items are always
very welcome and very much appreciated by those
awaiting a permanent home. Donations of pet food too
are a great help in the effort to provide a good standard
of care. For all of the above thank you very much.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702

* K* %

I would like to express my sincere thanks to John
Halliday for naming Cats Cradle as the preferred charity
to receive donations in lieu of floral tributes at the recent
funeral of his dear sister Angela.

It was requested that cheques were made out to
the veterinary practice in Colchester for the account of
Cats Cradle. The monies donated will be used in
Angela’s memory for the various treatments and
operations that the rescued cats and kittens need before
they can be re-homed.

Beryl - Cats Cradle

HAPPY 1ST BIRTHDAY

Scarlett Dalton
on the 22nd September

St
[irthelay

Lots of love
Mummy, Daddy and
all the family
XXX

WORLD’S
BIGGEST
COFFEE MORNING

Once again we are inviting you to join Colin and myself
in enjoying coffee and a chat at the MACMILLAN
WORLD'’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING to be held
on 29th September in the Village Hall 10am - 12 noon.
This event will be sponsored by Clacton Lions Club and
all money raised will be donated to help Macmillan
Cancer Support to provide vital help for cancer
sufferers and their families.

Hoping to see you at this worthwhile cause. Please
remember to bring your redundant bra’s along - for the
Great Bra mile in October.

Colin and Maureen Johnson - 250979



Robert Taylor District Councillor for Great Bentley

Here is my second update on what is happening in my year as Chairman of Tendring District Council. Due to
lack of space in the August edition there is more to say this time.

An Invitation First of all a reminder that on the 3 September there will be my Civic Service. Here is an
invitation to all of you to attend to dedicate my year and Theme “Community Health, the part we play” to God.
This is to be held on the Green in the Marquee on the 3rd September. The events will start with a parade led
by Brightlingsea Brigade Band (Youth Band from Brightlingsea Church) and the Royal British Legion. The
parade will set out from the Methodist Church at 10am and parade around the village stopping at the flag pole
to witness the raising of the flag for Merchant Navy Day. We will then continue to reach the Marquee for the
service at 10.30.

Events So far up to the 10th August and after the 9th June when I last reported, | have attended the
following events:-

11th June Attended and took part in Salvation Army special event service celebrating the emergency
services

14th June Interviewed for new members of the Standards in Local Government panel for Tendring.

16th June Received more students from Alton Park Junior School. 60 students visited the Chairman’s
Parlour and learned about Democracy.

16th June Visited Frobisher School to hear the Children’s presentation on their ways to improve their area
and make it free from crime.

17th June Clacton Youth Theatre play. A very amusing play entitled “Little Shop of Horrors”.

20th June Ceremony for awards presented by the Colchester and Tendring Community Trust. Presented
awards and spoke to those present.

21st June Shared with the Home Support at Frinton Homelands Church their 25 years of service.

23rd June Attended High Sheriffs Garden party and fund raising concert and play.

27th June Chaired Full Council meeting.

29th June Attended the Celebration of Learning event by North Essex Adult Community College.

2nd July Inauguration service for Harwich Music Festival at St Nicholas Church

2nd July Presented prizes for winners at Classic Car event at Walton

3rd July Hosted & spoke to the Salvation Army corps from the London North East Division.

7th July With my Pastor Rev Paul Howes presided on the steps of Clacton Town Hall at the 2 minutes
silence for the London Bombings last year.

8th July Received at Tendring Show by Vice Chairman Robert Hutley

9th July Attended Final concert of the Harwich Festival at St Nicholas Church.

11" July Attended Royal Garden Party

12" July Staff Charity Football match for Diabetic Training

14" July Dovercourt Central Church coffee morning & Jazz Soiree at Clacton County High School

15" July Opened Bazaar at St Bartholomew’s Church Holland & attended performance by Clacton Concert
Orchestra

18" July Attended Essex Scouts annual meeting

19" July Shared with Clacton in Bloom and then joined Heritage Lottery fund inspection of their investment
in Clacton sea front gardens

215 July Attended Graduation ceremonies at Essex University and Chairman of Essex County Council
reception at Ingatestone Hall

22" July  Reception by Chairman of Harlow District Council and attended Summer show at the Westcliffe
Theatre.

23 July Spoke to friends at Frinton Methodist Church about work of the Council and attended Basildon
Festival.

25" July Received group from Brightlingsea United Church in Chairman’s parlour

27" July Memorial Service for Captain Fryatt at Dovercourt

31% July Launch of Frinton cricket week. Guest of president

1% August  Retirement event for David Pugh long standing member of staff and award for Groundsman of the
year to Quentin Coles

2" August  Spent the day in Clacton with 300 disadvantaged children escorted by Southend Taxi drivers.

3" August  Attended induction of new vicar Rev Peter Baldwin at Brightlingsea

8" August Welcomed exchange youth theatre group to Clacton

Robert Taylor



MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Tuesday 5th September
Tuesday 19th September

10.50am to 11.45am
Outside the Plough Inn

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
HOPPER BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
COST £5.50 RETURN

Village Hall 9.37 11.57 15.17
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38

Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55
Village Hall 10.38 13.58 16.18

If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but
please state this when you book your place.

Please ring 01255 436 962

BRIGHTLINGSEA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

LOWER PARK ROAD
THURSDAY

SEPTEMBER 28th
9.00am - 1.00pm

RECYCLING
FOR SEPTEMBER

Aingers Green

Tuesday 5th
Tuesday 19th

Great Bentley

Friday 8th
Friday 22nd

BLOOD DONORS

Monday 4th September

Brightlingsea Community Centre
Lower Park Road, Brightlingsea

Monday 4th September
13.30-16.00: 17.00-19.00:



Reward for hard work

Great Bentley 1% X1 v Gt Braxted and
Tiptree, PDQ Cars league Division 2

Great Bentley 212-8 (P Bodily 69) bt Great Braxted
and Tiptree 204-8 (A Bond 54, Snowden 4-27) by 6
runs

Its fair to say that Bentley have struggled this season
with injuries, the departure of one or two key players
and general availability of players, in fact up to
Sunday the team had yet to record a victory. The
previous Sunday had seen a spirited display in going
down by 40 runs at table topping Boxted and the
introduction of a new opening bowling partnership of
Snowden and Scillitoe. Although unsuccessful the
team found renewed enthusiasm and the result was
by no means a disaster.

The weekends match with Gt Braxted and Tiptree on
the green brought together two relatively even sides.
The visitors slightly the more successful side this
year lost the toss and were asked to field. The
opening bowlers Hill and Gay bowled a good line
and length on the rock hard wicket and runs were a
little hard to come by. Opening batsman James
Snowden settled quickly and was beginning to
punish any loose deliveries when on 20 Hill
managed to get the ball to cut back off the seam and
glance off stump. His opening partner Bodily batted
on with a number of unsuccessful partners to reach
a very creditable 69. The only other batting of note
was a rapid fire 8" wicket partnership between Lee
Barrett and lan Manning who added 60 runs at the
end of the innings and in the process made batting
look much easier than others had. However,
Bentleys total of 212 was going to be tough to
defend on a good batting wicket with fairly even
bounce.

Opening bowlers Snowden and Scillitoe picked up
where they left off the previous week by dominating
the batsman for the first 30 minutes of the innings.
Shrewd field placing and tight bowling kept the
visitors run rate down for the first 20 overs but only 2
wickets fell. The introduction of lan Manning to the
attack saw opening bat Hummerstone on 29 attempt
to push the score rate up and only succeed in
offering a difficult catch to Scillitoe. Bond went on to
score 54 for the visitors but when Snowden
dismissed him the challenge became much more
difficult but still only a run a ball for the last 10 overs
of the match. Sensible fielding and accurate bowling
particularly from Black who only went for 28 in his 7
over spell and Snowden 4-27 put too much pressure
on the batsmen who finished 8 runs short of the
home sides total.

Skipper Pete Bodily was quick to praise the effort of
the whole team in raising their game and showing
great determination to win. “All elements of our game
have improved over the beginning of the season but
we still need to improve our batting, it's been a long
and winding road and there’s still a lot to do but this
win is a great tonic”

GREAT BENTLEY PRE-SCHOOL
Would like to invite you to their
AGM
on Friday 29th September
at 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

The Pre-school is run by a management committee
and we will need to elect a new committee at this
meeting. So please come and meet the existing
committee and staff, and support your local Pre-
school.

If you are interested in becoming a committee
member, and would like to know what this involves
please feel free to contact me on 251227.

We look forward to seeing you.

Hayley Perry
Chairlady

AVAILABLE TO RENT

2 BEDROOM (4 beds) VILLA

overlooking golf course
pool * marina * and beach within 5 mins

Vilamoura, Algarve, Portugal

Contact Annie Johnston

01206 250215



2006 BEST KEPT CHURCHYARD COMPETITION

ST MARY’S CHURCH, GREAT BENTLEY

Results

SECTION 1: Management and Information Does the churchyard
have a comprehensive management plan?
(Is it detailed, and does it emphasise conservation, e.g. as an
annotated map or as a list of instructions Yes excellent 10
management plan

2. Are the noticeboards in good condition?

Do they display a variety of up-to-date information? Yes 10
3. Is the wildlife management of the churchyard interpreted in a

comprehensive manner? Yes 10

SECTION 2: Practice

4. Are the grass areas cut according to the management plan

and have the grass cuttings been removed? Yes - mostly 9
5. Are the paths well kept and trimmed and are there short plants

where appropriate? Yes 10

6. If appropriate, are the hedges tall (e.g. 2m in height) and apparently
untidy to provide food and shelter for birds and insects? Yes 10

7. Are the compost heaps, bonfires and grave spoil heaps well sited
and kept from spreading? (Marks deductible for general rubbish
in compost heap). 8

8. Are there special efforts made to encourage wildlife? (Bird or bat
boxes, log piles, flowers planted for butterflies, areas of longer grass
with wild flowers? Yes 10

9. Are the monuments in good condition (e.g. not damaged by
strimmers)? Do some have mosses and small plants growing on
them or at their base but not saplings and brambles? Yes 9

10. Have small plants, mosses and lichens been allowed to grow on
or at the base of walls, but without causing structural damage? Yes 10+1

SECTION 3: General maintenance and appearance
11. Are there flower beds or graves with plenty of colour and Could possibly benefit 9
appropriately weeded? from a few more

12. Is the churchyard tidy, with no litter or old floral tributes
(confetti is allowed)? Yes 10

13. Are seats, tap and watering can or any other facilities provided? Yes 10

14. Are the fences and gates serviceable and walls and general
boundaries secure? Yes 10

SECTION 4: General comments
15.  What is your overall assessment of the churchyard?
(Does it give practical evidence that it is being cared for?
Does it balance dignity with offering sanctuary to our native
wildlife and plants that are becoming so scarce?
Is the churchyard, allowing for its surroundings, a place of hope
and where people can be quiet, remember and pray?) Yes 10




LETTERS
TO
THE
EDITOR

A view from the edge of The Green

This is written as a personal observation by a regular
(and affectionate) visitor to Great Bentley.

| happened to drive though the village on a couple of
beautiful evenings recently. One evening, the funfair
was here and dozens of people had parked their
cars, vans etc on The Green while they had a great
time on the rides.

Another night, the motor bikes were here — what a
fantastic sight and a marvellous tourist attraction.
Hundreds of bikes were parked on The Green as well
as many cars belonging to people just enjoying
themselves and doing nobody any harm whilst
wandering around admiring the huge variety of
machinery on display.

| think it was the same evening that an excited gaggle
of young children were enjoying their football training
and lots of parents had pulled their cars up onto The
Green so that the roads were clear for everyone who
happened to be passing through or sight-seeing.

| know | don't live in the village and | might be wrong,
but I don't hear much of an outcry against these
leisure activities which must put countless wheels on
The Green each year. All | hear is grumbles about
the sick, elderly and infirm cluttering up this end of
The Green during surgery time and sometimes
ensuring proper access is available to the area by
leaving their nearside wheels on the grass.

The Parish Council is going to spend some £9,000 (I
understand) of rate-payers’ money putting in higher
kerbs around the surgery to prevent peoples’ wheels
mounting The Green, deliberately or otherwise. This
will look awful and will inevitably mean more frequent
obstruction as patients have to park further out into
the road when their car doors won't open over the
new kerbs. Is this supposed to be progress and a
good use of public money? I'd have thought that a
cunningly disguised hard standing area at the back of
the surgery would be a much better bet and probably
extremely well used.

It's a funny old world. | end up with the feeling that
the surgery and its patients are just a soft target
really. Is it just me, or do some folk have strange
priorities?

Hugh Cronin

10

THE CARNIVAL

The bellringers and other members from St Mary’'s
Church, Great Bentley, entered this year's carnival
procession. We had a great time, the weather was
warm and sunny and we won first prize. We were so
pleased as we didn't expect it. We were late
decorating our float but many hands made light work
and soon we were ready for the off!!

My only gripe is the long wait we had in the
business park before the start. | felt sorry for the
entries with small children as some looked tired and
fed up.

Many thanks to those who helped and took
part on our float, it was a bit hectic, but best of all it
was a laugh. It's a shame more people don't get
involved. They are missing out on so much. Soon
after the procession we had to parade round the
main ring with our winners cup and we were so
happy. Then we had to clear our float quickly
because some of us were needed to ring the church
bells for a wedding.

Was it hard work? ............... YES
Would | do it again? ............ DEFINITELY
Wasitfun? ..., YES

Mandy Miles

NOISE

In the hot sunny weather we had recently it would
have been nice to while away a few hours in a shady
spot with a book, nice cool drink and the water
feature trickling in the background, get the picture ....
PEACE .... THEN someone decides to let the whole
neighbourhood hear their music at X decibels and
doesn'’t give a fig about anyone else. In this day of
personal CD players and MP watsits there is no
excuse to annoy anyone, and whoever thought it
would be a good idea to have speakers the size of a
baby elephant in their cars must have shares in a
hearing aid company. While on the subject of noise
if you must cut the grass and use that horrid
strimmer thingy do it all in one go not in stops and
starts like a wailing tom cat.

Then comes the nauseating smell of burnt
sausages and burgers from a barbecue followed by
copious amounts of drink and false laughter. More
noise is generated, this gets louder and louder and
towards midnight | am forced to lie in bed with the
double glazed windows closed seething while | hear
about Mr X having an affair with Mrs Y. Spare a
thought if you are one of these noise makers as |
might be tempted to give you a taste of your own
medicine and play Jim Reeves records early in the
morning or violin practice. But then I'm not like that.
All I want is to enjoy my garden like the majority of
people.

GRUMPY OLD WOMAN!



BIKER'S NIGHT QUESTIONNAIRE

Would all persons in your household aged fourteenral over please kind enough to complete the followin

In principal, do you object to bikes assemblingse¢at Bentley on Wednesday evenings?

YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW

Do you feel the bikes should be discouraged froming to the village?

YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW

Do you object to bikes parking on the green dutivair visit?

YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW

Should the bikes be made to park on the road?

YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW

Would you support the principle of village orgarisas benefiting from an occasional collection?

YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW
YES NO NO VIEW

Please return to collection box in the Post Officby FRIDAY 8th SEPTEMBER

11



The swifts seem to have followed the cuckoos off my radar and, as | write, there’s only one Test Match left.
Added to that, the crops and countryside are all beginning to look very brown (golden if you are a poet, |
suppose) so it must be time to talk about flu jabs again. I'm sure that late summer comes round quicker each
year.

Following last year’'s debacle, we have at least got “guaranteed” delivery dates for this year’s stock. They will
be a couple of weeks later than we would like, but the bulk of our order will be here by 4™ October. We will

h a v e appointment sessions on the computer by the time you read this, so, if you are one of
the lucky ones (or unlucky, depending on which way you look at it) who qualify for a free jab, give
us a call and get in early.

Getting in early might well be more important than ever this year. There have been all sorts of rumours in the
business that orders will not be met in full, so some people will end up disappointed and unprotected. Don't
lose out! Following the popularity of the Saturday sessions that we did last year, we are repeating them,
starting good and early on 30" September. That way, we don’t take the nurses away from normal work during
the week, which is important when appointments are at a premium.

One word of warning to people who have had private flu jabs in the past. Everyone has had strict instructions
from the Department of Health that the “at risk” groups are to be given absolute priority this year. This means
that whilst we can issue private prescriptions, we cannot promise that you will be able to purchase a jab. The
pharmacy is trying to obtain a supply of vaccine independently and | expect that other pharmacies will also be
working on it, but we really don’t know if any will be available.

The “at risk” groups have been redefined by the DoH this year and, broadly speaking, are as follows:-

Anyone aged 65 or over on 31* March 2007

People with diabetes

Patients suffering from chronic heart, kidney or liver disease

People with active asthma or other chronic respiratory disease, i.e. chronic bronchitis,
emphysema, cystic fibrosis and other things which collectively make up COPD.

Anyone who is immunosuppressed due to disease or treatment

People living in long-stay residential care homes

If you think you might qualify but aren’t sure, please ask. Carers and healthcare workers, please note that you
are not considered by the DoH to be first priority this year. Please don’t shoot the messenger! This is not our
doing.

I’'m sure that some people will be wondering if this year’s vaccine will protect against bird-flu and the answer is
“no”. There is no vaccine against bird-flu in this country yet and there won't be until the disease arrives here
and the manufacturers know what they have to protect us against.

Let's get it all into perspective though. By the beginning of July only 205 laboratory confirmed cases of the
supposedly deadly version of the virus had been reported to the World Health Organisation (WHO) and not all
had proved fatal. Compare this with the annual toll of some 4,000 deaths in the UK alone from ordinary, home-
grown, common or garden flu. In fact, last time there was last an official epidemic in this country, in 1989/90,
there were a staggering 30,000 deaths. | know which I'm more worried about. The message is, if you qualify
for a free jab, don’t miss your chance to be protected.

Welll That was boring, wasn't it? Is there anyone out there still reading? I'll try to find something more
interesting and exciting to write about next month, | promise.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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Pet's
corner

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

A recent survey by one of the animal charities
revealed a lot of interesting information on what we
expect from our dogs, and why their owners
sometimes ask for them to be rehomed. The most
common reason is that the dog is “unsuitable” or the
owner is unable to cope. What do these expressions
actually mean?

Approximately a quarter of unwanted dogs are
unwanted simply because they require much more
attention than their owners can give them. Often this
is because their owners did not appreciate normal
doggy behaviour, and underestimated the time that
dogs need to be with their owners every day, and
often mistakenly expect them to spend long periods
of time quite happily by themselves in the house.
Perhaps you remember the dogs on the TV (Lassie,
for example), that always behave perfectly and do
exactly as they are told (although in reality these
dogs are very highly trained). Perhaps when you
were a child you remember always playing with the
dog, no trouble at all just lots of fun, but maybe Mum
and Dad often put in a lot of the groundwork to keep
the dog happy and to give it a good home. As you
have grown up obviously your circumstances have
changed. You now want a dog, that is clean,
obedient, friendly with everyone and happy to lie at
home all day long whilst you are at work, after just a
10 minute walk or even a quick trip into the garden to
have a wee, just before you dash off to work. Then
you are home again late in the day and another 10
minute dash - that's if its not raining and you do
spend a lot more time with them at the weekends
don’t you. Come on - wake up - life is real you don’t
do something for nothing do you?

When is a problem not a problem? What you
think is a problem | might not, for example with two
young boys who love to plod in and out of the garden
into the kitchen, a dog’s muddy paws are just 4 extra
feet, so it is not a problem to me (although my wife
may not agree!) but it could be to someone whose
house is used to being kept in a bit more of an
orderly fashion. Some of the problems are
associated with dogs being dogs and others with
owners not appreciating dogs and their habits. If you
have a long coat and come in from a walk in the rain
your fur will smell a bit, until it dries off. So some
doggy smells are natural but if its say excessively
flatulent then a change of diet or a trip to the Vet
may help! It's not the dog’s fault if you feed it the
wrong food. Certain dogs seem to live for food and
wolf down everything you give it, and sometimes
things you don’t want them to eat as well. If you
leave appetising food on an easily accessible

13

surface, don't blame the dog for having a taste! |
remember at home the dog eating a load of
sausages that had been left out to cool ready for a
picnic (and the remote control for the TV but that's
another story!!).

The other major problem for rehousing dogs is
as a result of behaviour problems. Many of these
problems will be caused (often inadvertently) through
owner behaviour, and from insufficient time and
effort being spent on the life long job of socialising
and training which is so important from puppyhood.
How about trying the local dog training classes?
They have usually met the normal doggy problems
and can help you overcome them. The more time
and effort you spend with your dog, the better
behaved and happier the dog will be and the more
fun and happiness you will get from the relationship.

The Animal Welfare Bill is set to become law
later this year. If it does, on top of the current law
that requires you to provide all the necessary care, it
will be a legal requirement to provide your dog with a
good quality of life. It's not possible yet to be
specific about what this will mean until the guidelines
and law is passed but a dog’s wish list may include:

At least 2 walks a day,
depending on dog size.
Food to maintain health and coat condition.
Warm comfortable place to sleep

Owners who appreciate dog’'s needs and
some training.

Company of humans

Not left alone in a confined room for more than
half a day

Lots of love and attention.

length to vary

So does the perfect dog exist? Well as long as we
expect dogs to behave as dogs - not like TV stars -
they can be brilliant and fun, and become best
friends; but remember this is a two-sided
partnership, the owner has to put lots of time and
effort in to get the best out of the dog.

MARK ALLINGTON



Wildlives

Wildlife Rescue
& Rehabilitation

'Catkins', Frating Road, Thorrington" Colchester CO7 8HT
http://www.wildlives.org.uk

Looking Forward

As all our regular readers will know, Wild lives has been closed for admissions all this summer due to the ill health of
Rosie Catford, our founder. Rosie bears the main brunt of the job of caring for the animals. While our many excellent
volunteers do a great job, when they have all gone home, or if there are no volunteers that day, then Rosie is still there at
to look after everything, 24 hours a day. Unfortunately Rosie has suffered a setback in her recovery and will have to go
back into hospital for surgery very soon, so it will be a while longer before she will be able to resume her guardianship.

However, we haven't all been idle while Wild lives has been closed! The trustees have been considering plans for the
future, and we are looking forward to some exciting developments. Among the plans on the table are the possibility of a
seal short-stay hospital unit and becoming part of the red squirrel conservation effort.

It's not all thinking and planning either. We have all been so busy for the last few years that long term maintenance of the
grounds and enclosures has been rather hit-and-miss, and we have taken the opportunity to do a lot of work on our
enclosures and grounds. Although the grounds are kept wild, and to the onlooker would appear to be growing naturally,
in fact all the plants were planted by Rosie (it used to be a farmer's field) and it takes a great deal of care to keep the
'weeds' under control. Nettles and thistles are excellent plants for butterflies, but not so good growing across paths, and
the careful balance of grounds management can be quite time-consuming.

Resident's Roundup

Wild lives has a 'no euthanasia’' policy. This means that no animal with a chance of a quality of life is ever put to sleep.
Although the vast majority of our charges return successfully to the wild, some have an ongoing disability that means
they cannot fend for themselves. In this case they join the ever growing population of Wild lives residents. All these are
still being cared for and fed even while we are closed, and always will be to the highest standards.

And of course some never were wild! Billy the lamb is now a Big Bill. He has recently been shorn for the first time, and
found it infringed his dignity quite severely! He thinks he is a dog and is usually to be found in the middle of the Wild lives
dogs, even occasionally participating in one of the unsuccessful rabbit chases! Maggie fox is now one of our oldest
residents, and still fit and well. She shares with her friends Gilbert and Saffy, both also toxoplasmosis victims. Gilbert's
hip joint removal has now healed excellently, and a new ball joint formed. He is very quick on his feet, especially playing
'tag' with Saffy at night, which we can watch on the CCTV. The newest arrival, little Fleckles, will, as we suspected, be a
lifetime resident. Her sight comes and goes, as though there were a loose connection in her brain. She is now old
enough to spend her days with the bigger foxes, and will probably move in with them full time when she reaches her
adult size and can keep up with the games. Cassie the pig, abandoned as a tiny piglet, is still with us. She is blind due to
the massive overgrowth of fat, which is caused by inbreeding, but knows her way around the whole field! And of course
we still have a massive contingent of ducks, currently a family of hedgehogs, and many more!

In memoriam

We have lost two of our loyal supporters very recently, and our thoughts are with their families at this time.

Wild lives could not exist without the efforts of people like these, both in terms of the time and money they give, but even
more so with their involvement, concern, and endless support, especially in difficult times. Many of our supporters are
personal friends as well as unhesitating ambassadors and fund raisers for the centre, and without them the work could
not continue.

John Cossins, together with his wife Brenda, has been a stalwart supporter of Wild lives since we started.

Jo Walker, as well as supporting us in many other ways has been a fosterer and home checker for hedgehogs for many
years.

We will miss them both greatly.

Registered Charity
1104167 Copyright Wildlives ~ 2006

14



CELEBRATION TIME FOR ESSEX VILLAGES

A village in the heart of Essex is celebrating after claiming the top prize in this year’s Calor Essex Village of the
Year and Best Kept Village Competition.

Rayne beat off a strong challenge from Ashdon , in the north-west of the county, to clinch the prestigious
Essex Village of the Year award. They receive a special £500 award from Defra (Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs) to acknowledge their work in “building community life”.

As Essex Village of the Year, Rayne will go forward to represent the county in the high profile Calor Village of
the Year® for England competition, with the opportunity of gaining recognition at national level, as well as a
share in the £39,000 prize fund.

The competition, organised annually by Rural Community Council of Essex (RCCE) and sponsor ed by
Calor, also honours a raft of Best Kept Village winners, including Great Dunmow, Ingatestone, Ashdon,
Stondon Massey and Langley. Stondon Massey, near Brentwood, deserves particular praise, winning its first
ever Best Kept Village title, and finishing third in the Village of the Year contest. All prize winners received their
awards at RCCE’s Annual General Meeting on 12" July.

“This competition demonstrates all that is good about rural life in Essex. Our judges were enormously
impressed with the evidence of pride, resilience and enterprise,” said RCCE Director, Nick Shuttleworth.

“Rayne stands out for the really positive way it is embracing change. The Parish Council provides a
Community Information Point at the village hall, wh ich has a computer available for use free of charge
to all residents without access to one. Parish coun cillors can also be contacted via text message, to
encourage input from young people. Volunteers have successfully raised £75,000 to provide a new
play area, and a well supported Parish Plan has hig  hlighted the need for further improvements at the
playing field and village hall.”

He went on: “Ashdon ran it very close. This small ¢ ommunity deserves huge credit for the way
volunteers take the lead on a range of things from a social car service and a Parish Plan, through to
the restoration of the village’'s historic windmill. It also has an outstanding record in providing
affordable housing to meet the needs of local peopl e

Rural Community Council of Essex is a registered charity which promotes community projects throughout rural
Essex and acts as a voice for rural people on key issues.

Further information from Nick Shuttleworth on 01245 352046 or e-mail nick.shuttleworth@essexrcc.org.uk

Are we lagging behind in Great Bentley? Is it time for us to explore the possibilities of a Parish Pl an,
Appraisal, new initiatives etc? ED

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

We are very pleased to announce that in response to our appeal for a case-worker, we had a reply from a local
resident. Her details were passed to the County Field Officer who was pleased to appoint someone who
already had the required knowledge and ability for the task.

The County Field Officer, Paul Tucker, is a full-time employee of the Legion and his main responsibility
is welfare. With the increased cost of living, many ex-service people and their dependants are finding
themselves in financial difficulties; the CFO is well aware of this and has asked us to publicise the fact that
help is available. You do not need to be a member of the RBL to get help - all you need is a number, rank and
name of the serviceman.

All enquiries are dealt with in the strictest confidence. If you have a problem or need advice, please
telephone Terry or Beryl Newell on 01206 250029. The following are matters which can be dealt with. Food
and essentials, housing (rent deposits), household repairs and maintenance, removal expenses, household
goods, travel costs, carephones, stairlifts, training fees, welfare breaks.
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BARN DANCE
Led by the Good Old Boys
‘THE KEGS’

9th September
Wagons roll in at 7.30pm

Salon Doors shut atl1.30

This Hillbilly Extravanganza takes place at the
VILLAGE HALL, GREAT BENTLEY

Raffle & Full Bar available

Tickets available from
Great Bentley Post Office, the Scout or Guide
Leaders or the
Tea Tent at the Flower Show

£8 pre-booked: £10 at the door
Price includes a Finger-Lickin’Buffet

Please help us raise a
fistful of dollars

Girlguiding UK
Scouts

ST MARY'S CHURCH
GREAT BENTLEY

"#E " %& &'

$ OHS* #+ &" -%*
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Bentley Green Players —
Read Through and Auditions

We are pleased to announce that our next
production to be held in the village hall in January
2007 is to be “Christmas Carol” by Shaun Sutton,
based on the Charles Dickens story of Scrooge.

The read through is to be held in the Vestry of St
Mary’s Church starting at 7.30 pm on Monday 4"
September.

The idea of a read through is to give everyone who
wishes to take part, whether on stage or back stage,
an idea of the story line and what is involved in the
production. Audition pieces will also be distributed to
those who attend and wish to audition for a part.

Auditions are to be held in the Vestry starting at 7.30
pm on Monday 11" September.

Christmas Carol has a large cast, so we shall need
as many folk as possible. All age groups will be
made very welcome and we look forward to meeting
up with past, present and future members. So
please come along and join this happy, fun loving
and friendly group.

Lynda McWilliams
Chairman

Tel No 01206 250732
e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk

FLAG RAISING
SEPTEMBER

Sunday 3rd September - Merchant Navy Day

The RED ENSIGN will be raised by Michael Turner
at a time to coincide with the procession from the
Methodist Chapel to the Marquee on the Green. The
Royal British Legion Standard and an escort will be
present at the flag post.

Friday 15th September - Battle of Britain Day
Mick Dorling will raise the Royal Air Force Ensign at

9.00am. This battle was fought in the skies above
our village.
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Farmers’ Market News

Following a wet morning, the afternoon turned out dry
and bright for the August Great Bentley Farmers’
Market. Though some of the regulars couldn’t make it
there were 15 stalls with plenty of fresh local produce
on offer.

Brian from Coastal Foods showed just how simply a
meal of fresh fish or free-range sausages can be
served up differently with a host of complimentary, fresh
flavours.

Sandra from Stonefield Eggs made gorgeous pancakes
and £19.00 for Bentley in Bloom, which the market has
matched and rounded up to £40.00.

Ellie from Monach Farms was very sorry that she
couldn’t make it with her goats milk ice creams but she
hadn’'t been well.

Sadly Jim and his muesli will not be back, he has had to
reduce his weekday markets due to other
commitments, he can still though be found at both
Wivenhoe and Colchester Farmers’ Markets.

Congratulations to Aidan White, aged 8 who won the
“Guess the Local Fish” competition with 7 correct
answers. Well done Aidan, who wins a £5 WH Smiths
voucher.

The next market will be on Wednesday 13"
September at the usual time 2-4pm in Great Bentley
Village Hall. Pop it in your diary, hopefully all your
favourite stalls will be there plus at least one new one.

NORTH ESSEX CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION
Great Bentley Branch
Cordially invite you to join their

HARVEST LUNCH

Sunday 17th September
1.30pm for 2.00pm

Coppice Farm
Wick Road, Great Bentley

Tickets £12.50

Live Music from ‘Flute ‘n Rhythm’
Musical Comedy from Will Hooper

For further details and/or bookings,
Donald Walker, Wellers, Thorrington Road
Great Bentley 01206 250172



Peter's Potterings

Recently we had to make a car journey up to the
Midlands. As we left Great Bentley - with its famous
Green almost the colour of straw, it was noticeable
that a lot of the small trees alongside the A120 dual
carriage-way to Colchester were turning brown and
dropping their leaves. This was August not
September or October. As we got further north and
more inland the grass on the sides of the road were
patchy green/brown then into all green. The trees
were the same, all in full leaf again. This all
reinforced to me that we live in an area that is one of
the driest in the country. This is sometimes helpful
to the gardener and sometimes not. We must also
realise that the plants also need to adapt. Annual
plants usually need the most help with a good mulch,
or a bit of water now and again, but perennials
usually learn to cope with the conditions by
themselves.

Getting back to trees. | don’t know what the
autumn is going to bring in relation to colours of
leaves. Trees are programmed by nature to respond
to seasonal triggers. Shorter days, less sunlight,
and lower temperatures prompt them to start the
winter shutdown, which includes changing colours of
the leaves. As | am sure most of us know that
leaves obtain their green colour from chlorophyll -
their vital pigment which they use to make nutrients
out of sunlight, air and water by the process of
photosynthesis. Leaves also contain other pigments
called anthocyanins which protect the dying leaf,
allowing it to squeeze the few remaining drops of
energy from the fading light levels. Usually the fall in
temperature is the catalyst for the tree to start
slowing down and drawing the cholorophyll out of the
leaves back into the tree itself, this exposes the
carotene (another pigment) which causes the show
of yellows, oranges and reds in the leaf. For good
colour and leaf fall, you need differentiating
temperatures between day and night, cold nights
and warm days.

Will the drought conditions upset the autumn
colours? | suspect it will to some extent, but even if
nature is very confused at the moment, it has a habit
of adapting itself to make the best of any situation.

Perhaps it seems a bit early to get ready for
winter but it is a good time to trim back excess
growth from any of the bushes. The first one that
springs to mind is a nice haircut for the privet hedge
(or any hedge for that matter). You may have
noticed that recently some of the farmers have been
trimming their hedges back, often during a wet
period when they had to stop harvesting etc. A trim
in late summer/early autumn usually means that the
hedge stops or at least slows down any further
growth, and you have a nice tidy hedge for the next
6 months or so. It is also a good time to trim back
those perennial shrubs that have finished flowering.
A good example is the lavender, trim back the
flowering spike just into the leaf area. This removes
any chance of the plant putting any more energy into

the flower, and conserves energy for leaf and root growth.
This also keeps the bush in a more compact and less
straggly shape. Don't cut back lavender too far into the
old growth as it may not reproduce new growth. Lavender
can exist for many years and on a visit to the Norfolk
Lavender fields the rows of lavender were, | was told, at
least 25 years old, as they cut off the blooms (and used
these to extract the lavender oil) and trimmed the bushes
back at the same time of year. You could also try using
some of the newer growth to take cuttings for extra plants
next year. This is also the time to take cuttings of plants
like geraniums, penstemon and similar species. Select
half ripe shoots (not the old woody ones or the fresh
young growth) about 2 to 3 inches long, plant a few, say
half a dozen, around the edge of a 3 inch pot filled with
general purpose compost, mixed with a quarter by volume
of grit or sharp sand. Dip the cutting in hormone rooting
compound and gently firm in. Lightly water and in most
cases, place inside a polythene bag to keep the moisture
in and the humidity up. | use a short stick in the middle of
the pot, to keep the sides of the bag off the leaves and
then use a clothes peg to seal the top. Keep in a warm
environment, preferably with bottom heat, for a few
weeks. Open the bag and then keep in a cool
greenhouse (but don't let any frost get at them), ready for
putting into individual pots next year. Geraniums are
different, they don't like being closed in, it makes their
leaves and stems rot very quickly, so keep them in a
protected area but one which allows the plants to breath.
| often use a clear plastic propagating frame top - that
goes over seed boxes, propped up to allow air to flow a
bit but still giving protection to the cuttings.

PETER ALLINGTON

BENTLEY IN BLOOM

This is an advance warning that we will be selling Pansies
and Polyanthus again this year. Please if you want any
can you place your orders early. Delivery will be mid
October. Prices 6 pack pansies (mixed) £1.50; 6 packs
Polyanthus (mixed) £2.00 (smaller volumes pro rata).

Please phone: Peter Allington 251086
Sylvia Adams 250160

Dreena Williamson 250679

Mick Dorling 250799

or John Moss 252182

If there are any suprplus after orders have been sold
these will be available the last Saturday in October.

PLEASE NOTE: If you want any lavender plants Bentley
in Bloom will be selling them on the Green at the Great
Bentley Show on Saturday 2nd September.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

This is the first insert that | have done in the Parish News as your new Chairman and | thank most of the people
in the village who have welcomed me warmly. As you will realise, there has been a tremendous amount of
change in the Parish Council over the last few months and | now expect there to be a period of hopeful stability in
order that we are now able to knuckle down and carry on doing the important work that is necessary and
required in and around the village.

| hope to see a change in the way that not only meetings are conducted but how the general business of
the Parish Council is conducted insofar as | would like to see things more streamlined in order that we talk less
and do more. We are very lucky to have a new influx of young people onto the Council and hopefully this will
bring in new ideas and new ways of doing things. However, the experience of the likes of Clir P De-Vaux
Balbirnie, Clir R Taylor and Clir W Herbert is invaluable and | thank them for their continued support.
Our monthly Parish meetings are obviously extremely important, however as they are only monthly | believe the
best way of parishioners contacting the Council if they wish something to be changed or done is to write a letter
addressed to the Clerk. | welcome questions at our meetings but these do have a habit of being emotive
complaints and are sometimes difficult to manage and to react to immediately. With regards to the planning
meetings we are going to try a new approach at the next meeting. We are going to have the planning meetings at
the beginning of each of the Parish Council Meetings. Councillors will have some time in private to discuss the
applications prior to opening the meeting to the public. The meetings will then be held and a decision made.
When this business has been concluded the full Parish Council Meeting will commence. That's the plan and
hopefully it will give everyone sufficient time for a considered opinion.

Simmons Yard
Negotiations are still ongoing between the developers, the landowners and the Parish Council. The Parish
Council do not like having closed sessions at the end of our Parish Council meetings but these are an absolute
necessity in order to gain the correct strategy and obtain the maximum value for any piece of land that the
Council may own.

It has been decided by the Council that any agreement that is reached between the Parish Council and the
developers will be subject to an assessment by the District Valuer who will advise us on good value, just to
ensure we are not selling it off too cheap!

Network Rail
We were very pleased with the turnout at our last meeting and many of you attended the presentation made by
Network Rail.

Anti-Social Behaviour

Many people have been concerned with the amount of youth anti-social behaviour that is happening in and
around the village. We had a report at the Parish Council Meeting that the Police are being less then helpful. If
we keep bombarding them with phone calls, at least there is a log on their system to show that there is an ever
increasing problem.

PCSO Miss S Filer 07798 602268
Clacton Police 01255 221312
PC Hughes 07967 466876

However | would also suggest that parents should please be vigilant as to where their children are at these early
hours. If you know who the children/youths are then please have a quiet word with Sarah and she maybe able to
help. This is what community policing should be about.

Bike Night

This is a forever controversial subject and whether you like it or not, the bikers should not be on the village green
without permission and certainly not pulling wheelies down Heckford Road. We have set up a working party to
discuss what can be done and we will be speaking to the Parish Solicitor for advice. The opportunity has gone
for this year but under my chairmanship | am hoping to have a definitive answer on what, if anything can be
done. A decision needs to be made either way whether we allow the bikers or not and | am unhappy with the
current “in the air” nature of how things have been left. As | have said, we are too late for this year but hopefully
we will be better prepared for next. You will have noticed the addition of the Police helicopter last Wed night and
this certainly slowed the bikes down at least.

Jonathan Hills
Chairman Great Bentley Parish Council
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HISTORY SOCIETY
THE HISTORY OF THEATRE IN COLCHESTER

There was something for everyone at this
month’s meeting on Thursday 10th August. Dennis
Thorogood’s detailed history and fond recollections
of his involvement with theatre in Colchester
provided great nostalgia for those who have been
theatregoers for many years, and a very instructive
picture for those newcomers amongst us who know
only of the Mercury as it is today.

A theatre in the true sense, he explained, has
existed in Colchester since 1764. Prior to this only
touring players, the Norwich Company of Comedians
by name, had performed here. Arriving on foot and
by horse, they would have to ask permission of the
Mayor before setting up their makeshift premises for
two months each vyear; their earliest recorded
appearance was in 1732 with a presentation of
“Macbeth”.

In 1764, however, a wooden theatre building
was erected and the first production was that of the
famous 18th century comedy “The Beaux”
Stratagem”. By 1813, however, the building was
falling down and it was replaced by a fine new one,
the Theatre Royal in Stockwell Street which could
hold 1200 people. This had several owners over its
many years with varying degrees of success, but
famous actors like Gladys Cooper, Cicely
Courtenidge and John Martin-Harvey (these best
known to older members perhaps) made
appearances there early in their careers. Sadly in
1918 it burnt down.

After World War |, of course, came more
varied theatre with the Hippodrome (also named at
one time The Grand), where Charlie Chaplin, Marie
Lloyd and Little Tich were among famous music-hall
names that appeared. There was The Playhouse
too, and the Headgate Electric where Arthur Askey
first performed.

It was in 1937 that straight theatre was
reintroduced through the subsequently influential
figure of one Bob Digby, who, obsessed with theatre,
had gone to RADA against the wishes of his
“respectable” family. When he met Beatrice Radley,
then a famous actress, and she suggested a theatre
in Colchester, he took up the idea with enthusiasm.
He approached the council's arts committee who
granted him 6 months’ use, on alternate weeks, of
the Albert Hall (now the Co-op Bank) in the High
Street. In quite primitive conditions, with a stage on
trestles, and using borrowed equipment from various
sources, he established a thriving theatre with a loyal
public, even though on alternate weeks the company
had to decamp to Halstead. Stories of the effects of
working in these conditions were both amusing and
sad.

Nevertheless at the end of the six months,
they still had £50 left and to Bob Digby’s surprise the
council offered the theatre to him full-time and, after
a summer when fortuitously they were able to use
the Clacton Princes Theatre, the company became a
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permanency in Colchester. Veterans in our
audience of those productions recalled them with
great affection.

Now famous names like Trevor Howard,
Peggy Mount and Antony Newlands were among
those who appeared regularly, but with television
reducing audiences, a new strategy came in the form
of the theatre club, which is where our speaker’s
direct involvement took shape. The club was formed
in 1961 and two years later Dennis joined the
committee, becoming later the Secretary and in 1985
Director of the Mercury Theatre Club. Hence his
detailed knowledge of the subject.

Following Bob Digby's death, closure of the
theatre was proposed but the Committee decided to
go on and after careful selection appointed David
Forder as the theatre manager, in Dennis’s view the
making of the theatre as it is today. Cutting away
much dead wood, he brought in new actors and
directors and the place thrived. The 200th
Anniversary in 1964 production was appropriately
once more “The Beaux’ Stratagem”.

By 1968 shows were oversubscribed and a
new building was clearly needed. Here, the speaker
said, they were fortunate in having Lord Alport as the
chairman of the Colchester New Theatre Trust.
Working tirelessly and using his influence, he raised
funds and got Arts Council grants that led to the
present theatre with its great facilities. Eric Porter, of
“Forsyte Saga” fame became its patron and on May
10th 1972 appeared as Mercury at the theatre’s
opening (the opening night was so popular they had
three).

Dennis is proud of his involvement with a
theatre that is now among the top half dozen
provincial theatres in the country, and paid glowing
tribute to those, including the present management,
who had put it there. His many anecdotes were a
delight, like that of the little girl in the old theatre
(where toilets were shared by cast and audience)
who was heard to say “But mummy | really did see a
fairy in the toilets”. And if | have taken longer than
our usual entry in the magazine, it is because I'm
sure there are many others in the village who will
share such pleasant memories. Yes there was
something for everyone in this lovely talk.



QUIZ TIME

What's in a word? Here are some well known proverbs
sayings with the vowels and punctuations removegldéte
them and solve. E.g. stwsthmsbst East, west, hdrasts

Questions

1 NNGLSHMNSHMSHSCSTL.

2 YCNTIJDGBKBYTSCVR

3 WSTNTWNTNT.

4 BDNWSTRVLSFST.

5 NVRLKGFTHRSNTHMTH.

6 THNDJSTFSTHMNS.

7 BSNCMKSTHHRTGRWFNDR.
8 RNNGCTSNDDGS.

9 LKBFRYLP.
10 YPYSYRMNYNDYTKSYRCHC.
11 SDFTSBRSH.
12 FFTHBTNTRCK.
13 IMSGRTHLR.

Last months answers

1 Thrush. 19 Fieldfare.
2 Wagtalil. 20 Goldcrest.
3 Yellowhammer. 21 Swallow.
4 Rook or Gull. 22 Coal tit.

5 Crow. 23 Crossbill.
6 Martin. 24 Nightingale.
7 Swift. 25 Stonechat.
8 Wren. 26Skylark

9 Partridge. 27 Grouse.
10 Robin. 28 Shoveler.
11 Kingdfisher. 29 Tern.

12 Brown Owl. 30 Kite.

13 Black Cap. 31 Hobby.
14 Puffin. 32 Sandpiper.
15 Merlin. 33 Dipper.

16 Knot. 34 Quall.

17 Woodpecker. 35 Crane.
18 Sirna. 36 Cuckoo.
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14 LDHBTSDHRD.

15 FRNDNNDSFRNDNDD

16 TWCNPLYTTHTGM.

17 VRYDGHSTSDY

18 BTYSNTHYFTHBHLDR.

19 DSSYNTSD.

20 HSTRYRPTSTSLF.

21 YCNTINYRCKNDTTT.

22 BCKTTHDRWNGBRD.

23 BRDNTHHNDSWRTHTWNTIIBSH.

24 SYCMSYG.
25 NMNSMTSNTHRMNSPSN

Excellent response to last
month’s quiz with most all
correct.

Thjis months winner is Nobby
Clark from Brightlingsea who
donates the fiver to Bentley in
Bloom



Cookery Corper

More sauces

In the pious hope that the brilliant summer weather of July will return in September (at the moment it is raining
very hard), | shall carry on the theme of sauces which are suitable for summer or, shall we say, suitable for
warm weather? And, as last month, | shall start with a tricky emulsion based sauce, but this time a warm one,
using eggs and butter, rather than the eggs and oil combination of cold mayonnaise and end with a simpler
and rather less calorific salsa (for those of you who are worried about such things).

Warm emulsion sauces can be a little tricky, but as The Sunday Times Cook’s Companion States,
“Getting the hang of making egg-based emulsion sauces is like learning to ride a bicycle or swim. Once you
have succeeded, the feel and skill are never forgotten” Alas, I've never learnt to ride a bicycle but | can swim.
But first, a word of advice on pans, avoid aluminium or non-stick pans to make emulsion sauces, the former dis-
colours the sauce and the latter hinders the emulsification process, something | didn’t know, but then | don’t
own either type of pan.

Hollandaise Sauce
(makes approx. 300ml. ¥ pint)
3 fresh egg yolks, 1 tbls of water, 1 tbls of lemon juice, 2259 (80z) unsalted butter at room temperature, cut into
small pieces about the size of a walnut, salt and freshly ground pepper.
There are various ways of making hollandaise, | use a double boiler to be on the safe side, but if you do not
own such a thing, try this. Place the egg yolks, water and lemon juice into a cold saucepan, season with salt
and pepper and beat thoroughly. Now, you either add all the butter at once (which is not the traditional way, but
it works apparently), then place the saucepan over a moderate heat whisking gently - the idea is to melt the but-
ter slowly into the yolks so they combine to make a smooth sauce. Once all the butter has melted, continue to
whisk over heat until the sauce thickens slightly. It should be warm, not hot, and slightly frothy. Alternatively,
and this is how | make the sauce, add the butter a little at a time making sure each piece has been absorbed
before adding the next one. | feel that there is possibly more control of the mixture by this method and there is
less likelihood of it separating. The sauce can be kept warm by placing the saucepan in a pan of warm water
over a very low heat.

Hollandaise can be served with fish, especially salmon and it is very good with asparagus, but you'll have
to wait till next year for that treat.

Béarnaise Sauce.

This is similar to hollandaise, but for the initial preparation, which is as follows. Omit the water and lemon juice,
and instead combine 150ml (¥4 pint), dry white wine, 4 tbls of white wine vinegar, 2 finely chopped shallots, and
a tbls of chopped tarragon. Place in a saucepan and boil until the mixture is reduced to 2 tbls. Strain the reduc-
tion and discard the shallots and tarragon. Then proceed as above. This is particularly good with steak or even
rare roast beef.

Sauce paloise.
Follow the recipe for Béarnaise sauce but use mint instead of tarragon. Good with salmon and new potatoes.

Maltaise sauce .

Follow the recipe for hollandaise sauce, omitting the water but whisking the juice of a blood orange at the end.
Serve with fish.

Finally, here is a sauce with no eggs or oil or fat.

Salsa

This can be as mild or as hot as you like, but basically chop the following ingredients very finely — the quantities
are up to you. Tomatoes, green chillies (this is what gives the heat, so beware), onion, either Spanish or spring
onions, garlic, coriander. The other ingredients are salt and lime juice. Put all the chopped ingredients in a bowl
give them a good stir and add the salt and lime juice, let the ingredients marry for a while before serving. You
could use lemon juice instead of the lime and a red pepper or cucumber could also be added. In an ideal world,
the tomatoes should be peeled and deseeded but the chillies should definitely have their seeds removed unless
you want to be blasted to outer space. | have made this sauce without the chillies, and it was mild, but most re-
freshing. Serve with grilled meat, a strong tasting fish, such as mackerel or with avocado pear.

G.R.

22



W.I.

There was no meeting held in August due to holidays.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th September at
8pm in the Village Hall with a talk by Mrs Henry on
‘Healthy Eating with Healing Foods’. Please come
along, we would love to see you! New residents and
other non members made especially welcome.

Any queries, please ring Liz on 250511.

GARDENING CLUB

Tuesday 19th September
AGM & AUTUMN SHOW
For schedules

contact Jennie & John Moss
252182

GREAT BENTLEY
CALENDAR 2007

There will be a new look to this year’s
calendar. It is being produced by DNA
Printers of Ipswich.

It will feature Great Bentley “Ancient and
Modern” plus a little text etc.

Your first opportunity to purchase it will be
at the Village Show - on the Church stall.
Thereafter it will be on sale at the Post
Office and from Evans.

Cost £4.00
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HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday 14th September
Angela Blakeway

A Modern Look at the Bayeux Tapestry

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The monthly meeting was held in the Village Hall on the
26th July. We welcomed our dear friend the Rev'd.
John Robinson who has been entertaining us for about
thirty years. He played music from 1900-1924 when
members joined in the singing. Joye thanked Billie and
her team for the excellent barbecue in perfect weather
which made a very happy evening.

Phyllis Wright was welcomed as a new member

Diary of Events for September

Saturday 2nd - Great Bentley Show

Saturday 9th/Sunday 10th - St Mary’s Flower Festival
Wednesday 27th - Harvest Festival

Competition: A decorative candle

GREAT BENTLEY
CONSERVATION GROUP

Date for your diary

COUNTRYSIDE DAY & FARMERS

MARKET
Saturday 7th October.

This is our only fund raising event of the year

If you have any bric a brac please contact
David and Marina Gollifer 250309



Cricket Club News

Annual six a side cricket
tournament to raise money
for Botham Cancer

Charity fundraiser:

The Great Bentley CC six a side competition
will be held on the green on Sunday 17th Sep
2006. The format will be the same as last year
but this time we are planning to hold the final
whilst there is still a bit of light around (we found
it difficult last year to play floodlit cricket without
the floodlights).

All money raised on the day and leading up to
the event will be given to lan Botham’s chosen
Charities “Leukaemia Research” and “Teenage
Cancer Trust” If you wish to find out more
about his efforts to raise money this year have a
look at www.bothamwalk.com

The event will be a funday and the number of
teams will be limited to 10; so if you are
interested in entering a local work team a club
team or an old boys team, please contact Pete
Bodily on 01206 251058. Further details will be
published in the clubhouse or on the cricket
club website www.gbcc.play-cricket.com

1st XI win two on the trot in

fight for survivall  The first XI
(inspired by last months win by the second
team) won 2 games on the trot in a mini revival
at the turn of July. Wins against Gt Braxted
and Shalford raised the hopes of staying in
Division 2 before a minor setback losing a close
match to Gosfield. With only 4 matches left, at
the time of writing, the team needs to win 3 to

Junior Cricket News

The numbers at the junior-
practise nights keep swell-
ing and we, the coaches
are finding it more and
more difficult to keep on
top of everything. If we do
not have some more as-
sistance then we will have
to reduce the numbers
and we are very reluctant
to do that. We need your
help, just 15 to 20 minutes
at the start to do the ad-

the permissions and

parents could work

ministration tasks of book-
ing in the children, collect-
ing the annual subs and
ensuring that we have all

medical forms completed
for all the children will free
the coaches to prepare
the activities for the eve-
ning and start promptly at
6pm. Also enthusiastic

be in with a chance of staying
up; so please come out and
support the lads in the
remaining games .

2nd Xl keep fighting !
Matt Fowler took his first 5
wicket haul in the win over Gt
Braxted but with 3 matches to
play, at time of writing, the
second team still need to win 2
to lift themselves off the bottom
of the league. After a pretty
inconsistent season with many
games decided by just a few
runs they are hopeful of some
favourable results in the run in.

Membership renewal:
Membership renewal is due
for the 2006/7 period, if you
have not already re-joined
please complete the form
and submit it with your
subscription :

Playing Membership £25
Social Membership £5
Junior Membership £2
Please check your name on
the list of Members

New Members Welcome

closely with the coaches

to supervise the younger

25

Games in September
1st Team

Sun 10 Sep - Bocking (H).

2nd Team
Sun 10 Sep - Copford (A)

6 a side

Sun 17 Sep - The Green

Kids v Parents - Weather
permitting the U13 squad will
have the opportunity to show
their parents a thing or 2 in a
20/20 Games on Friday
September 8th at 5 PM.

Results
First Team
Gt Braxted - Won by 6 Runs
Shalford - Won by 8 Wickets
Gosfield - Lost by 7 Wickets
Second Team
Gt Braxted - Won by 5 Wick-
ets
Copford - Lost by 108 Runs
U 13’s
No Matches
Detailed results and match re-
ports can be seen on the club
website at:
www.gbcc.play-cricket.com

OSCA Nomination

| would like to the thank the
chairman and committee of
Great Bentley CC for my
nomination for an OSCA
(Outstanding Services to
Cricket Award) The awards
luncheon is being held at
Lords in October and | hope
to report on my day out in
the November Newslettter.

Pete Bodily



Life begins at 59.

Who says life begins at forty? For me my 59/60 year has been
an exciting year.

It all started when my daughter Katie challenged me to
do something different to mark the year for me picking up my
bus pass etc. ( age 60 in case you are trying to work it out).
And so a challenge was laid down to me by Katie. The
challenge was to walk the Essex way; cycle the Clacton on
Sea Methodist Circuit and to jump out of a plane.

And so the story starts.

Careful planning was required, dates to be fixed and
preparation needed to get me fit. A friend of mine called
Martin decided that | needed a P.R. man to make sure that
everything was given as much publicity as possible.
Newspapers, Radio and even T.V. were contacted. My friend
from the East Anglian Daily Times came and took photos of
me reading a map and he also wanted me to sit on my bike
reading the map. | am glad the photo didn’'t show my foot
wear as | was wearing my walking boots at the time (not easy
to place them into pedal toe straps).

Practice walks were arranged with several groups
coming to walk with me and | received some wonderful
support. Map reading skills were polished up and new
equipment purchased.

Early on Sunday 7" May we set off for the start of the
first leg of the 81mile Essex Way walk. Accompanied by
Martin Whitmill, Michelle, Spiv (Steven) and Charlie the dog
(who also carried his own rucksack) we set out from Epping
Tube station. Gill my wife was the support rider in the car to
meet us at various points along the route.

The walk starting at 9.00am by crossing the station
footbridge Martin pointing out the Essex Way, marked by a
poppy sign on the footpath signpost. The first path was
overgrown and very wet after the overnight heavy rain. Soon
my trouser and boots felt very wet as though somebody had
turned on a shower. Throughout the day the paths and lanes
were very muddy and it was a bit slippery in places but the
rain promised for the day didn't materialise. In fact, the
weather was kind to us for walking.

We encountered some beautiful countryside and we

walked through some very old woodlands on the edge of
Epping Forrest. The group stopped for prayer at 10.30am as
arranged to join with churches who were also praying at the
same time for us. Our first coffee stop was at the Green Man
pub at a place called Toot Hill. Martin soon got down to
organising the staff to make fresh coffee all round explaining
why we were doing the walk and something about a mad
Pastor . We made good progress through out the day arriving
at Good Easter which was the end of stage one of the walk,
completing 16.9 miles. | was pleased to be able to overnight
stop at my daughter Sarah'’s flat in Chelmsford.
After a good night’s sleep Sarah duly dropped me off at
Good Easter for the start of day two (friends having
gone back to work) so on my own | set off for Terling
13.9miles away. | stopped at a beautiful village called
Pleshey and reached for my coffee flask. The clouds
were gathering and | decided to put my very expensive
waterproof trousers on and | am glad | did because it
rained for the rest of the day and at least they kept my
legs dry. Who said there was a drought? | must have
made a funny sight standing under the Lichgate of
Great Waltham church trying to dry myself a little and
remove wet clothing, when the lady vicar and a group of
people came out of the church, they were very
interested in why | was walking The Way and what was
‘Whispers'.

Moving on in the rain | came across a gate with a sign
on it saying ‘Bull in field’ and lots of cows with their calves so
head down | soldiered on, missing a turn of the Essex way
path. The path | took meant | had a 2.5 mile detour. Thank
goodness | was able to read my ordinance map and find a way
back onto the correct way. Lesson learnt do not be put off by
distractions even if it may be in the shape of a large looking
animal.

The next detour | made was on purpose so that | could
find the oldest pub in the world ‘St Annes Castle’ at Great
Leighs. It was worth it as | was able to dry out by a lovely log
fire (It was the month of May). With suitable beverage in hand |
soon was soon engaged in conversation about various topics
from sponsors of ‘Whispers’ to church baptisms with the locals.

After lunch it was a stroll towards Terling and having
looked at the mill and coming across a very deep ford swollen
by the rain, | completed day two. Daughter Sarah picked me
up and | spent a good night'’s rest in Chelmsford.

Day 3 of the walk took me from Terling to Fordstreet
17.9miles. Although the weather was better my feet soon were
wet again. The main challenge of the day was to walk through
a field of yellow oil seed rape (farmers | hope this is a correct
description) the path being completely covered with a shoulder
high yellow barrage. | emerged at the other side of the field
soaked right through with yellow bits everywhere | wished |
had a companion to take a picture, however, | started singing
‘Walk on through the wet, not through the rain.” At last the sun
started to shine today and it was a pleasant walk to Fordstreet
along the river Colne.

Day 4 Richard joined me to walk from Fordstreet to
Manningtree 18.9miles. The longest day but a walk in beautiful
weather and Constable countryside, what better? | could
spend a lot of time describing the wonderful scenery of each
day but | must save that for perhaps a later article, and | know
several readers who have walked The Way. However, the
most memorable part of the day was being interviewed live on
BBC Essex Radio by Steve Scruton and being kissed by
Angela Lodge who was also walking the Essex Way. We
talked about the
‘Whispers’ project and | became known as the ‘Whispers Man’
on radio. Their walk was also for charity and they called it ‘The
walk for life’ supporting the Essex Air ambulance taking them
over two weeks. We had a schedule to meet so best foot
forward to Manningtree. The next day was supposed to be a
rest day but a full day's church work at Jaywick called me to
duty.

Friday day 5 of the walk my daughter Katie joined me,
for the last stage of the walk from Manningtree to Harwich.
Weather was fine and sunny and in the words of the BBC team
‘some of the most beautiful scenery along the route’ the walk
now running alongside the Stour estuary and through Stour
woods to Ramsey where we were met by the rest of the team,
Martin, Janet, Richard and of course Charlie the dog. From
Ramsey the walk takes you to the sea at Lt. Oakley on to
Dovercourt bay and then to Harwich and the inshore high
Lighthouse where a plaque on its wall tells the walkers they
have completed the 81 miles. We were greeted by flag waving
Gill and mother-in-law and a large ‘Well done’ banner.

No time to rest, Challenge number 2 the 41mile cycle ride of
the Clacton on Sea Methodist circuit took place the very next
day. From foot slog to pedal power but the same legs.

Sixteen riders on fifteen bikes (one a tandem) took part
in the annual circuit ride of linking up 12 Methodist churches in
the area. Starting and finishing at Trinity Methodist church.
Apart from the start being delayed by one hour due to a
thunderstorm and down pour the ride went off with-out too
many set backs. These included a couple of punctures and
somebody singing a well known Methodist hymn ‘My chains
fell off. A fish and chip supper rounded off the day. (those
Methodists know how to party.)

To be continued next month ..............
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VERNON WALSHE

The death occurred on the 12th August 2006 of
Vernon Marcel Walshe of Pond Cottage, Great
Bentley. Vernon was born at the Willows in 1926 and
had reached the age of 80 years. He was very much
a loner in later years - a person who kept himself to
himself. He was brought up by Mr and Mrs Almond
and has lived in Pond Cottage for most of his life.
He was joined by his mother who purchased the
cottage around 1958. Since his mother died Vernon
has been alone.

He started work for Ruddicks in Brightlingsea in
1942 and in 1948 he sent to Paxmans where he
spent the rest of his working life as an engineering
storeman. He was eventually made redundant in
1984 along with many others.

The main love of his life was the entertainment
world. From the heavy classics to light comedy
Vernon’s knowledge was second to none. His main
interests in later years was the variety theatre and
most performances near and far received a visit.
Many of his older theatre entertainers were in
telephone contact and quite often acknowledged
Vernon from the stage - much to his delight! He was
Chairman of the St Johns Ambulance Service in
Colchester and quite recently oversaw an extension
to the Headquarters. He was also Great Bentley's
Transport Representative elected by the Parish
Council and many of the older people will know of
his work on their behalf in seeking extra buses and
trains for Great Bentley.

There are many stories of contacts with Vernon. He
was a very forthright man with his opinions and
never failed to voice them. Vernon was a village
character and the sight of him in his suit and tie and
briefcase crossing the Green from Great Bentley
Station to Pond Cottage is no more. He was of Irish
descent and is survived by a cousin and family who
attended his funeral on Friday 25th August.

Michael J. Dorling

| would like to add a thank you to this obituary. A
very special thank you to Dave De’ath who helped
Vernon so much in the last months of his life. This
enabled him to stay in his own home until just 2 days
before his death, and to the Doctor’s and staff at the
surgery. To Mick Dorling who also helped Vernon
and who undertook the arrangements for his funeral.

I will always remember him as our “Transport
Minister”. We owe him a lot.

ED
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POLICE REPORT

P.C. Hughes has returned from holiday but unfortunately
has been diverted to duties at Stansted on at least two
occasions. The last time that | spoke to him he had just
completed a 17-hour shift. Let us hope that the terrorist
threat abates and life for all can return to some form of
normality. We hope to have a report next month.

NOEL BRITTON

Noel died on the 16th June and his funeral service was
held in St David’'s Cathedral and was conducted by the
Dean and Canon Lear.

Noel had lived in Great Bentley from 1971 having moved
from the Isle of Wight. He became a lecturer in Viola
studies at Colchester Institute. He and his wife Margaret
were regular worshippers at St Mary’s Church and were
instrumental in the planning of the Vestry Room and
subsequently worked tirelessly to fund raise for its
completion. In 1997 they moved to St David's,
Haverfordwest to be nearer their family.

Our thoughts are with his widow Margaret and their
children.

GREAT BENTLEY W.E.A.

The Early Landscape and Buildings of Essex

(10,000BC-AD1200) Tutor: Alan Bayford

Some of our Norman castles, Saxon churches and Roman
roads are well known, but which other features of today’s
landscape derive from those periods, or even from
prehistoric times?

Starts Monday 25 September 8.00p —9.30pm 10 weeks
Full fee - £35.00 Concessionary Fee: £33.00

(See poster on page 16)



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

SHOE BOX APPEAL

Well, here | am again talking about Christmas in the
month of August (before I've had my summer
holiday!). Our regular readers will understand but for
any newcomers, | will explain.

Since 1999, the residents of Great Bentley, Frating,
Thorrington and their friends have been filling shoe
boxes to send to children in war torn countries in
Eastern Europe. To date we have sent TWO
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY FOUR
BOXES. Thank you all for this wonderful
achievement.

From the beginning of the month posters will be on
display and Information Leaflets will be available in the
Post Office. Shoe boxes and leaflets can also be
obtained from the Parish Churches and from the
Methodist Church.

We will be at the Bentley Show on the 2nd and look
forward to seeing you there. We will have ‘starter
boxes’ for sale and a large ‘tombola’, so please come
along and join in the fun.

Maida S. Brown
Tel: 01206 252287.

EXPLORE BRIGHTLINGSEA
FOR A DAY .....

Explore Brightlingsea for a day, takes place on
Saturday 2nd September 2006. Starting at 10.30am
at the Parish Hall, Victoria Place, you can enjoy a
day exploring the town and surrounding area by
following the many historical trails on offer. Suitable
for everyone you can choose one or as many
options as you wish, each of which is accompanied
by an information sheet as well as knowledgeable
people at all points along the way to answer any
questions and offer further information.

Your day starts at the Parish Hall where you
can collect your Historical Trails leaflet and
accompanying information sheets. Walks include,
Historical buildings, the Pubs of Brightlingsea past
and present, Brightlingsea Museum and High Street,
Brightlingsea in Bloom, Colne Smack Preservation
Society, Pioneer Trust Caravan. Trips to All Saints
church and Thorrington Tide Mill via a minibus link
provided by Family Support. Minibuses will depart
regularly from the Parish Hall car park throughout
the day.

Along the way you will find various exhibitions
as well as each shop in the town High Street having
a picture in its window of how Brightlingsea looked in
the past.

For the more ambitious walker there will also
be a walk from Thorrington Tide Mill via All Saints
Church, then through the town to the waterfront.
The walk will be accompanied and be approximately
3 miles, taking 2 hours or more.

EXPLORE BRIGHTLINGSEA FOR A DAY,
Historical Trail leaflets are available from the Parish
Hall, Tel: 01206 303535. For further information
contact Bob Shotton 01206 302669.

TAI CHI TASTER DAY AND TEN WEEK BEGINNER COURSE

Hi Everyone. Due to the interest shown after last months article | thought | would let you know about up and
coming courses at the studio.

There will be a ‘Taster Day’ on Saturday 2" September to introduce complete novices to the principles and
concepts or Tai Chi explaining the benefits you can get from the art. You will be given a brief introduction to
Chi Kung (a standing meditation) and learn a set of very basic breathing and relaxation exercises and also go
through a short form that you would be taught on a ten week course (you’'ll never remember it in a day but you
will have some fun trying!!!). Cost for the day is £30 - a light lunch will be provided.

The ten-week beginner courses will start on Friday evening 7.30 to 9.00 and Saturday morning 1030 — 1200. |
will be on holiday from 9" to the 23™ of September so if you call the studio and there is no reply please leave
your name and number and | will get back to you on my return. The charge for the course is £65.

You can book your place by calling the studio on 01206 255007 or my mobile 07734-982438 alternatively you
can contact me by e-mail at daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk also you can check my website www.taichi4all.co.uk
for more information on myself or Tai Chi.

Hope to see you soon — Dave Allen
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Could you get a train into Clacton or Colchester and
walk round a few Churches? If so why not join us on
Saturday 9th September and take part in the ride
and stride event. Extra cyclists are always welcome.
If you do not like the thought of riding alone we
would be glad of your company on the day. So
come on - get in touch with me for a sponsor form
and enjoy a few hours cycling through our lovely
countryside.

John Moss 01206 252182

Seven Rivers Cheshire Home

AUTUMN SALE

of
Fabulous range of stalls, ceramics,
children’s clothes, greetings cards, Italian china,
jewellery, photo frames, shoes, silk scarves,
stocking fillers, toys and a variety of gifts.
at

Great Bromley Village Hall
on
Tuesday 3rd October
10.30am to 3.00pm

Entry £2.00
Refreshments including coffee, cakes,
sandwiches will also be available.

COLNE 25

Now with 5 and 40 mile options

SPONSORED CYCLE RIDES
SUNDAY 3rd September

Starts Promenade Way, Brightlingsea
1lam till 12.30pm

Entry forms from the Bike Surgeon or
Chapman & Co. Jewellers, Victoria Place
or at www.brightlingsea-town.co.uk
or telephone 01206 303135 or 01206 305024
or e-mail john@johnholding.plus.co.

Hope & Homes for Children

Organised by the Rotary Club of
Brightlingsea and District



BEATING THE BOUNDS

Hot July: Wet August: Can we hope for an Indian Summer in September? In past years we have usually been
lucky with the weather for Beating the Bounds; dry but not too hot and with a gentle refreshing breeze. Hopefully
we will be lucky again as we set out on Saturday 23rd September to perform our fourteen-mile perambulation
around the Boundary of the Parish. But whatever the weather, WE SHALL GO! So if it's raining, there’s no need to
telephone to find out if it's still on; IT IS. In any case, remember to wear comfortable but stout footwear; much of
the terrain we cross is rough and there is quite a lot of road walking too. It's not too late to place your orders for
refreshments en route if you don’'t want the extra weight of carrying food with you and an order form is enclosed
with this magazine. Similarly, orders are still being taken for the very attractive fleeces carrying the 2006 Logo.

Every seven years there are slight adjustments to be made to the route we take as new buildings appear and
the management of land changes hands, so timing the five sections of the ramble becomes crucial. In order to
accommodate a slightly longer first section and arrive at the Creek at High Tide, we shall start earlier this year.
Gordon Black has again agreed to transport us to the starting point on the A133 on a tractor-drawn trailer (or two,
depending on numbers) so the order of the day will be as follows:

9am Assemble outside the Hall Farm (near the Church gate) to be conveyed to the Boundary.
11lam Reach Frating Abbey for a SHORT coffee break.
12.30am Arrive Cottage Farm for Lunch Break

13.40 Two Beaters board a boat to mark the boundary down Flag Creek.
The remainder proceed through the Country Park.

15.00 Arrive Coppice Farm for our tea break.

16.45 After pausing at the Gospel Oak to hear the Gospel reading, crossing the railway line and a few more
hedges and ditches, we trudge back along the A133 to meet Gordon and the transport to bring us back to the
Village.

Times may vary according to conditions on the day but there will be cars available to bring you back to the village
from each stopping point if you've had enough. There will also be toilet facilities at each farm.

In 1999, we had some sixty beaters, most of whom did the entire 14 mile walk. Quite a few of these were children
under the age of ten; hopefully we shall see these teenagers with us again. But whatever your age, we hope you
will join us for this fascinating excursion over land not normally visible to us; there won’t be another chance until
2013. So the date again:

SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER

WAGGONS ROLL. 9AM SHARP
Donald Walker
ON SALE NOW NB. Last chance to order
your packed lunch and
A GUIDE AND HISTORY OF Special fleece.

THE PARISH CHURCH OF

ST MARY THE VIRGIN Please bring money (50p

GREAT BENTLEY, ESSEX am and pm) to purchase
PRICE £3.00 your tea and coffee en
route.

Copies in the Church
and on sale at the Great Bentley Show
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GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

This has been a bit of a quiet time for us compared to recent times. Training on the Green stopped to give the
coaches a breather; we are due to start again soon though. No rest for the wicked. Wednesday the 23™
August will be the first night back on the Green at 6pm and the following Saturday the 26" at 10am will kick us
off again. If you are interested in coming to join us we run on a pay and play basis at a cost of £1.50 for a
Wednesday and £2.50 for a Saturday morning.

As you all know we have three teams entered into the league next season at Under 8, Under 9 and Under 14
level, Cliff, Alan, Conkers, Jack et al are all running around getting the kids registrations forms back in so that
we can lodge them with the league. We have to do this by the 16™ August so hopefully we’ll have sufficient
numbers back for all our teams. The football club have purchased some new goals for use by their new “A”
Team and the Under 14’s which is excellent, I'm really looking forward to seeing the first Youth league games
being played on the Green.

We are continuing to arrange friendlies for the Under 7’s, Under 8's and also hope to get games at Under 9
and Under 12 level where we now have a number of children attending. If we do to have teams representing
the village at 6 age groups it will be fantastic. Hopefully, by the next edition we’ll know our first fixtures and
may even be able to report how the teams have got on in their first games.

Thanks for reading

Scott

Contacts

Scott Young 07762 572035 scott.young2@tesco.net
Cliff Warder _cliff@thewarders.com

A GREAT SERVICE
THE GOOD NEIGHBOURS’' TRANSPORT SCHEME

One thing in particular sticks out in my memory of our arrival here in June 2000 (apart from the fact that it was
Millennium Carnival Day and our removal van couldn’t get through the village, so sadly we had to spend a
couple of hours in “The Plough”), and that was the delivery, within only hours of moving in, of the Great Bentley
Good Neighbours’ Information Booklet. We knew immediately that we were in a place with a sense of its own
identity and a well organised set-up to help realise this. We admired the various schemes that had been
established.

Coincidentally, in the Parish Magazine only a month or so later | saw an appeal for extra drivers for the
Good Neighbours’ Transport Scheme. It seemed to me an especially worthwhile arrangement and | contacted
Dreena Williamson, the organiser, and volunteered. | have never regretted doing so as | shall explain.

Nothing could have served as a better way of getting to know a variety of people in our new home
surroundings. The system works as follows: Dreena, or her stand-in when she’s away, phones and asks if
you are able to take someone unable to get to the hospital under their own steam to an appointment there.
Unless it's a sudden need, you get around a week’s notice and if you're not able to oblige, someone else is
contacted. If you can, a time is arranged. It's as simple as that. Because you have plenty of notice you can
often make it coincide with, say, a shopping trip.

People | have met have proved such an interesting cross section of the local population: Mr Sibley, my
first passenger, over ninety and fiercely independent but unable to get to hospital for an appointment at the
eye clinic. It was my privilege to have the company of such an interesting man on several occasions for an
hour or so; Mr and Mrs Rivett | met a couple of times before Louis’ sad death last year. Having talked with
him, especially about his wartime experiences, | was able to appreciate his wife Phyllis’s beautiful obituary
published in this magazine. His hope at that time that we would not attack Iraq and his analysis of the situation
showed his experience of and distaste for warfare that politicians could have done with hearing. Again my
privilege to have known him.

| could mention plenty more. But suffice to say that taking part in the scheme is not a chore, quite the
opposite, and | commend it wholeheartedly to anyone with the time and capacity to offer your services.
Dreena is always looking for additional drivers to keep this valuable service operating successfully. You won't,
I'm sure, regret it

Reg Allington
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Sat
Sat

Sat 2/Sun 3

Sat
Sun
Sun
Mon
Mon
Tues
Tues
Tues
Wed
Fri
Sat
Sat

1st
2nd

2nd
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
5th
5th
5th
6th
8th
9th
9th

DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2006
COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10am - 12 noon
GREAT BENTLEY SHOW
GARDEN/YARD SALES, p. 29
TAI CHI TASTER DAY, see p. 28
SERVICE IN THE TENT ON THE GREEN, 10.30am
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDES,Brightlingsea, p. 29
BLOOD DONORS, Brightlingsea, p. 7
BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS AUDITIONS, p. 17
RECYCLING, Aingers Green
MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50-11.45anPlough Inn
W.I. Village Hall, p. 23
BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary’s Church, 2.15pm
RECYCLING, Great Bentley
SPONSORED RIDE & STRIDE, p. 29
BARN DANCE, Village Hall, p. 16

Sat 9/Sun 10ST MARY'S FLOWER FESTIVAL & ART EXHIBITION, p. 16

Mon
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Sun
Tues
Tues
Tues
Fri
Sat
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Fri

Fri

Fri

11th
13th
14th
14th
17th
19th
19th
19th
22nd
23rd
25th
27th
28th
29th
29th
29th

MAGAZINE DEADLINE

GREAT BENTLEY FARMERS MARKET , p. 7
HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, p. 23

MOTHERS’ UNION, Methodist Church, 7.30pm, p. 4
HARVEST LUNCH, Coppice Farm, p. 17
RECYCLING, Aingers Green

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50-11.45 am, Plough Inn
GARDENING CLUB, AGM/AUTUMN SHOW, p.23
RECYLCING, Great Bentley

BEATING THE BOUNDS, see p. 30

W.E.A. Starts, see p. 16

EVERGREEN CLUB Harvest Festival, p 23
BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, p.7
MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9am
WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING, p.5
PRE-SCHOOL AGM, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 8
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