EDITORIAL

Thank you to everyone involved with the staging of the Village
Show. Despite the rather extreme and challenging growing
conditions_experienced in 2006 it was heartening that so many
people entered this year.

As mentioned in the August Editorial, our survey regarding your
opinions about "Bikers Night” were undertaken in response to
the correspondence received over the past few months. This of
course is an unofficial survey but we would hope that it would indeed
enlighten the Parish Council as to how the majority of villagers
regard this event. As reported in an earlier edition, those who
have an involvement with these Wednesday evening events; i.e. the
Parish Council, Police, Bikers, Traders etc. will meeting to
discuss the best way forward to make this a safe and hopefully,
acceptable event for the majority of residents, should it
continue. The questions were exactly the same as 3 years ago
to give a comparison as to how the residents views have
changed in that time.

The deadline for last month was extremely early i.e. 11th
September, and by 12th it was completely full. As understudy | have
endeavoured to include all late copy, but inevitably there are
some omissions. November events will get extra publicity in the
next issue. Even with an extra two sides we have had to leave
out some articles, but have tried to balance out the serious
nature of some of the material with a little humour!

You really shouldn't believe everything you read in the
magazine!!! Apologies to those who were a little confused as to
when the Beating of the Bounds actually was due to start. In
the August edition it was stated that this would be 9.30, and in
the September magazine the church notices proclaim a 10am
KO. whilst the official event actually left at 9am. (I am reliably
informed that some people were there at 8am.) Nevertheless, a
huge thank you to Donald Walker for organising a perfect
event, with even perfect weather and a record number of
"Beaters". Full round up next month.

| think it only fair to say farewell and many, many thanks to
Dave and Marianne D'eath, who have now moved to Norfolk.
They were both stalwart village supporters and as one resident
recently remarked to me, "Dave was not just our taxi driver he
was our helpmate"”. Good luck to you both in your new home.
Norfolk's gain is most definitely Great Bentley's loss.

Very best wishes to you all, Mary Maskell

DISCLAIMER

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any culpability
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
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The Monthly Lgtter
Oxctoner 2006

Instead of a letter this month Pastor David Bavister is carrying on with his article - Life begins at 59.

What was left of the challenges? | suppose when | look back over the last few months some may say we were daft, mad or
even insane and a doctor signed a certificate to say we were.

The final challenge was to skydive from 12000ft in tandem.

On Saturday the 20" May a group of cars of supporters and Katie and myself made their way to Old Buckenham
airport Norfolk to take up the challenge. On arrival at the airport we were asked to sign in and wait instruction.

As it was blowing a gale of 30 knots and the rain from time to time lashed down we were shown to a very good
restaurant in the control rooms and base in the hope that there may be a fine slot in the weather some part of the day. Six
hours and several sandwiches later we all decided to call it a day.

Two weeks later we arrived back at the airport and on this day the sun shone and there was a slight breeze which
we were told was ideal for jumping. Once more we signed in and we were called to kit up as we would be the fourth group
to jump that day. Katie and | strolled across to the waiting area and was asked to put on our jump suits, goggles and hats.
We both looked like Russian cosmonauts. We were instructed in the safety procedures and shown how we would be at-
tached to our instructors whom we hoped had the parachutes.

And then it was our turn and we walked out to the plane. A twin engine, twenty seater (well only the pilots had seats,
we sat on the floor). We climbed aboard in the reverse order we would be leaving the plane. Strapped to our instructors we
took our places and taxied down the runway and took to the skies. We soon started to reach altitude and we were shown
when we were at 5 thousand feet and then our jumping height of 12000 ft. was reached. Each in turn moved to the door of
the plane and jumped and then it was my turn, Kate was to go last out. | found having sat for twenty minutes on the floor of
the plane, getting up with my instructor strapped behind me and my old back, a bit difficult.

We were at the door of the plane and | positioned myself as instructed. | looked out and the cameraman was hang-
ing outside of the plane waiting to catch the moment | was to leave the plane. And then we were away in the slip stream of
the plane free falling at 160miles an hour. After a few seconds the instructor tapped me on my shoulder and | positioned
my arms and legs into the free fall position.

The view from 12000 ft above the Norfolk countryside was incredible. We could see the whole of East Anglia from
the Wash around to Southwould, Norwich looked like a little village.

All of a sudden | looked around and there was my cameraman filming every move for the records. We were free
falling for 40 seconds and fell for 7000ft in that time. A tap on the shoulder told me to reposition my arms ready for the
parachute to be opened which | thankfully thanked God when it safely opened. The instructor showed me how to guide the
shute by pulling down on the left or right rope. Katie with her instructor sailed gracefully past and we waved to each other.
That was a relief to know she was OK.

We floated about on the thermals for about six minutes and even noticed our plane land below us. It was great to
take in the views of the earth below on this very clear day. Hang about we have got to land first before we get excited.
Friends stories of broken legs, backs etc raced through my mind. | should not have worried the skilful instructor (Geoff by
the way) brought us into land very sedately.

Wow! what had we just done. It was difficult to talk and describe the feeling we had just witnessed. Katie having
landed before me was speechless and once more we were greeted by banners and a wonderful committee. When we
came down to earth, so to speak we hitched a ride on a buggy to take us back to the hangers.

What a wonderful day, and yes | would do it all over again. Contd on page 26

DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER MAGAZINE
MONDAY 16th October 2006

ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Green, 250524
Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”
EARLY COPY WOULD BE APPRECIATED

e-mail: Carole@pncallington.co.uk - Subject: Parish Magazine

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN GREAT
BENTLEY DURING OCTOBER 2006

ST MARY’S CHURCH

SEEKERS
Every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30 - 4.30pm

BELL RINGING PRACTICE
every Monday - 7.30pm

CHOIR PRACTICE
Every Thursday 7.30pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
1st and 3rd Sunday during term time
9.30am - 10.30am

SUN. 1ST 16™ SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School
Mon 2"  7.30pm Meditative Prayer Group, Windsor,
Clacton Road, Thorrington
Wed. 4™  10.00am Holy Communion
2.15pm Bentley Bears

SUN. 8™ 17T SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist

Wed. 11"  10.00am Holy Communion

SUN. 15™ 18™ SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30pm Sung Eucharist and Sunday School
3.00pm Public Baptism
6.30pm Deanery Celebration at Frinton
Wed. 18th 10.00am Morning Prayer

SUN 22"° 19™ SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Word and Worship Service for all
the Church Family.
Mon. 23“  3.30pm No Seekers at Half Term
Wed. 25"  10.00am Morning Prayer

SUN 29TH LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (CLOCKS
GO BACK ONE HOUR)
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am United Benefice Sung Eucharist at
St Mary's, Thorrington

GREAT BENTLEY
METHODIST
CHURCH NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during October.
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

October 1st Pastor Donald Flatman
October 8™ Rev John Robinson
October 15" Hazel Martin

October 22" Ourselves

October 29" Rev Patrick Rose

Events in October

Church Anniversary 10.30am 8" October Led by
Rev John Robinson a former minister of our Church.
Followed by lunch — tickets from Maureen Johnson
250979

Prayer Breakfast. Saturday 7" October 08.15. Join
us for a simple breakfast and time of prayer, finishing
at approximately 09.15

Luncheon Club 3", 17" & 31 October
If you would like to come along to the Luncheon
Club please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come
and see if you enjoy the meal and company before
you commit yourself to coming each time.
Transport can be arranged to help those unable to
get to the Methodist Church.

Coffee Morning 6™ October in aid of “Training for
Diabetics”. The charity of the Chairman of Tendring
District Council for this year

Each week the following events are held at our
Church ring these numbers for more information
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Adventurers Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children in
school year 3 and older.

GREAT BENTLEY ART CLUB
Outing to Norwich Saturday 11th November  Cost £10
Leave Village Hall at 9am
To book ring Jenny Williams 01206 304661
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ST MARY’S CHURCH BAPTISMS
ROTAS FOR 15th October

Isaac Richard

OCTOBER 2006 Jane Elazabeth Kenyon

SIDESPERSON’S ROTA FUNERALS

o 11th September Connie Hodding
Sunday 1st October - Trinity 16 12th September Margaret Lomasney

Sidespersons - Graham & Auriol Thornton

Intercessions - Wendy King MOTHERS UNION

Sunday 8th October - Trinity 17
On Thursday 5th October (our scheduled meeting

Sidespersons - Jean Acutt & Mary Beard day) there will be a Quiet Time from 11am - 2pm led

by Rev'd Pat Prestney in Lawford Church; for

.. Mothers’ Union members and friends from St Osyth

Sunday 15th October - Trinity 18 and Harwich Deaneries. | hope as many of us as

Sidespersons - John & Jennie Moss possible will go. Please let me know if you would

Intercessions - Nicky Justice like to take part. Itis a beautiful setting - a wonderful
place to ‘get away from it all for a while’.

Sunday 22nd October - Trinity 19 Prayers for the dioceses in our Wave of Prayer at
Sidespersons - Chris Aplin & Carol Kerridge home and overseas will offered at the 10am service
of Holy Communion on Wednesday 18th October.

On Monday 6th November our Trienniel Conference
will be held at Grays when Reg Bailey, our Chief

COFFEE ROTA Executive will be one of the main speakers. Tickets,

including coffee on arrival will cost £5. A coach is
st Myrtle Clayton _ being arranged. We shall need to apply as soon as
8th ~ Jean Twyman/Mandy Miles possible - it should be a very interesting day with an
15th - Ben & Hilary Harris opportunity to meet members from all part of the
22nd Pat & Luke Berriman diocese and be brought up to date with Mothers’
29th Wendy Smith/Karen Williams Union work in many places.

Myrtle Clayton

CLEANING ROTA Tel: 01206 250725

7th  Rita Coles/Audrey Meaden (Best time to ‘phone is before 9am!)

14th Edna Black
21st Penny Metcalfe
28th  Nicky Justice

ST MARY’S CHURCH STATEMENT

For generations the owners of the Red Lion pub and the village church co-existed happily and shared access
through the same car park. This was a mutually beneficial situation.

When the pub was originally converted into offices the land registry plans showed that only part of the car
park belonged to the site. This caused no problems at the time and everyone co-existed happily for several years.
Unfortunately the owner of the Red Lion House has now decided to assert ownership of that part of the Car Park
that is church land.

On 7th July following legal advice based upon clear evidence of the respective titles, it became necessary for
us to write to the owners confirming our ownership of part of the car park. Unfortunately this has not resolved the
problem and following a unanimous Church Council resolution and with the aid of the Diocesan Registry it has been
necessary to write again to the owners instructing them to remove all obstructions from our land within five days
failing which it will be necessary to remove them ourselves.

It is regrettable that our reasonable approaches have not been successful and we continue to hope and pray
that this matter can be resolved amicably so that good neighbourly relations can be created.



THANK YOU

Animal Bedding

Further donations of bedding for the animals at the
rescue centres are being added to those already
gathered since my last delivery. When you read this in
the October edition of the Parish News | will have made
further trips to White Colne to stock up the bedding store
there and also to The Greyhound Trust at Little Totham,
and Clacton Animal Aid. Judy and | have also been able
to send a supply of bedding to the Greenland Grove
Rescue at St Osyth and help Cats Cradle with some cat
food. More knitted blankets have been made and
brought to us and more donations of pet food which we
have been able to distribute amongst the rescues. Your
kindness in bringing your unwanted blankets, towels,
sheets, curtains, covers, sleeping bags and duvets helps
to ensure that the many homeless dogs and cats
currently being cared for have a clean, dry bed. Thank
you to Betty, Margaret, Mary, Jean, Pam and Tom for
their regular and always welcome assistance and to all
who bring along any of the above thank you very much.
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702.

This is an enormous THANK YOU to everyone involved
in the GARAGE/YARD SALES at Aingers green on 2nd
and 3rd September.

| organised this whilst recovering from a foot
operation and did not expect more than a few people to
be interested. Well you astounded me, 23 houses finally
took part. Most making money and | think all enjoying
yourselves. It was great to be able to chat to people and
make new friends, even meeting people we had not yet
met in our 7 years of living here.

| have to say a special thank you to Mary Maskell
for advertising in this magazine, Ken and Audrey Roast
for throwing themselves into widespread advertising and
Keith and Carol Field for all their support and help with
erecting the signs.

Aime Field was also a star performer in getting the
crowds in and using her sales experience to sell to the
customers (she’s only 12). Possibly a career in sales is
ahead of her! | hope you all had fun buyers and sellers
alike.

| may repeat the exercise some time next year if
enough of you are interested (feedback please).
Although | cannot plan the weather, | promise to learn
from any problems we may have had (signage etc) and
try to make the next one even better.

Final note, well done Dave and June Kirby who
are donating their takings to the Lifeboats. Perhaps we
should all donate to a charity next time? Some of us are
donating leftover stock to the Lions via Colin Johnson,
S0 everyone benefits one way or another.

Well done all of you.

Marion

Thank you to everyone who supported the W.I. Coffee
Morning at St Mary’'s Hall. We raised £345.05 to help
fund our future speakers.

Blane and | would like to say a big thank you to everyone
who was involved in our girls Christening in August.
Special thanks to Bernard for conducting a thoughtful
memorable service, and welcoming all our friends and
family. Also to Ron and Mary who have helped Blane
and | no end over the past few months, we would have
been lost without you both! And not forgetting Janet and
Michael who very kindly helped our lost relatives to the
Church on time! Thank goodness for kind neighbours.

We hope you all enjoyed the cake, we know the girls did!
Blane and Adel Pearson
ST MARY’S FLOWER & ART FESTIVAL

What a wonderful weekend. The weather was glorious
and lots of people visited St Mary’s Church to admire the
flowers and the Art. Many thanks to the various local
organisations who provided the floral displays and to all
the artists whose works filled the church walls.

An extra big thank you to all those who helped at
the weekend, especially the organisers, Hilary Harris, Rita
Coles and Peter Allington.

Nearly £1,200 was raised for church funds.

THE CORRECT ANSWERS TO THE
QUIZ AT THE ST MARY’S FLOWER AND ART

FESTIVAL
1 Gt Bentley Guides Yacht
2 Gt Bentley Primary School Magic Carpet
3 Bentley Bears Pram
4 Friends of the Green Ski Lift
5 St Mary’s Church London Eye
6 Bentley in Bloom Vintage or racing cars
7 St Mary’s Choir Bath Chair
8 Women’s Institute London Bus
9 Conservation Group Penny Farthing bicycle
10  ArtClub Rickshaw
11  Royal British Legion Bentley Car

(the clues were a map of
features around the

green)
12  Rainbows Bicycle
13 Football Club Rocket

14 Evergreens
15 St Mary's Seekers
16  Mothers’ Union

Montgolfier Hot Air Balloon
Boat (rowing or life)
Triumph Mayflower Car

17  History Society Sedan Chair

18  Gardening Club Spitfire

19 St Mary's Bellringers Cinderella’s Coach
20  Methodist Church Gondola

The highest score was 18 achieved by five people. The
winner was drawn from those and it was
BARBARA FOOKES
who won a box of biscuits.

Thank you all who entered.

BETTER LUCK NEXT YEAR!



Coming Events at
The Tai Chi Studio

Hello once again. | will be off on holiday on the 9"
September for two weeks but when | return there will
be lots of new classes and seminars for you to
attend.

Ten Week Beginner courses begin:-
Friday 29™ September 7.30-9.00pm
Saturday 30" September 1030am-noon
The cost for the course is £65.

These courses will give you a basic introduction to
Chi Kung (a standing meditation), a set of basic
breathing, relaxation and stretching exercises and
also you will learn a short Yang style form.

If you fancy joining one of the normal classes at the
studio please feel free to come along and show this
article for a free lesson.

Classes for beginners and intermediate
students are held:-

Sunday mornings 1130am-1.00pm
Monday mornings 1030am-noon
Tuesday and Thursday evenings 7.30-9.00pm

Please call for more details on 01206-255007 or
mobile 07734-982438 alternatively you can e-malil
me at daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk for more
information on me or the studio please check my
website www.taichi4all.co.uk

Hope to see you soon — Dave

Calling all

theatre lovers.....

GREAT BENTLEY
THEATRE GROUP

Do you enjoy an evening out at the
theatre in London?

We are a group of theatregoers who travel to London
by coach approximately once a month.

We are organised by a committee, who select what we
hope is an interesting programme, and purchase the
tickets at a group rate. Transport is provided by coach
and for evening performances we leave Gt. Bentley at
3.30pm, arriving in London (traffic permitting) in time
for a bite to eat before the performance. We usually
return about midnight.

Does this sound interesting? Please call Ann
Elvin on 01206 251179 between 4-5pm
weekdays for more information. Please
mention that you saw this notice in the
Gt.Bentley Parish Magazine.

Bentley Green Players

North East Essex Theatre Guild Nominations and awards

We recently received two nominations for our production of “Mother Goose” from the North East Essex Theatre
Guild for its awards evening, this is our equivalent to the Oscars.

Ken Drew, our wonderful musical director for the pantomimes, received a nomination for the Timmens
Award for Music. Ken has year after year been responsible for all the music, singing and sound effects produced
and it is great that he has been recognised for his hard work.

Ben Adams and Chris Whiteman were both nominated for Best Supporting Actor in their roles as
Jabberwock and Mad Mayx, if you remember Jabberwock was the really evil one and Mad Max was the daft one

of the duo.

The awards evening was held on Friday 8" September at the Princes Theatre in Clacton. How pleased we all
were when it was announced that Ben and Chris had won the award for Best Supporting Actor. Well done and
congratulations to you both. And well done Ken, to receive a nomination is an achievement in itself.

Thank you

It was a lovely surprise to have so many people come to our read through and auditions for “A Christmas Carol”.
Thank you all for taking such a keen interest in the group. Needless to say rehearsals are now well under way.

Lynda McWilliams
Chair Bentley Green Players
Tel No 250732



MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Tuesday 3rd October
Tuesday 17th October

10.50am to 11.45am
Outside the Plough Inn

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
HOPPER BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
COST £5.50 RETURN

Village Hall 9.37 11.57 15.17
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38

Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55
Village Hall 10.38 13.58 16.18

If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but
please state this when you book your place.

Please ring 01255 436 962

BRIGHTLINGSEA
FARMERS MARKET

BRIGHTLINGSEA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

LOWER PARK ROAD
THURSDAY

OCTOBER 26th
9.00am - 1.00pm

RECYCLING
FOR OCTOBER

Aingers Green

Tuesday 3rd
Tuesday 17th
Tuesday 31st

Great Bentley

Friday 6th
Friday 20th

BLOOD DONORS

Monday 16th October

Brightlingsea Community Centre
Lower Park Road, Brightlingsea

13.30-16.00: 17.00-19.00:

GREAT BENTLEY
FARMERS
MARKET

WEDNESDAY
11th October
2pm-4pm

GREAT BENTLEY
VILLAGE HALL



CLACTON & DISTRICT

STROKE ASSOCIATION
Registered Charity No 1054049

85 Frinton Road, Holland on, Sea, Essex. CO15 5UH
Telephone 01255 815905
e-mail: cdsa@freeola.com

www.cdsa.org.uk
A local charity caring for the Community of
Tendring by offering post stroke care to stroke
survivors, their carers and families

We will be holding our
30" BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

at the above address on

Tuesday 17" October 2006 10am — 2pm

In conjunction with our annual
Stroke Prevention Open Day

Professionals will be offering
Blood Pressure Checks
Diabetes Checks
Cholesterol Advice and information
Smoking Cessation Advice
Exercise Advice

Display of work by Stroke survivors from
each of our groups

Join Ivan Henderson Parliamentary Spokesperson
for Harwich at 12 noon for the cutting of the 30"
Birthday Cake and a celebratory toast

Tea, coffee and cake plus a Grand Raffle

Do come and see what we do and who we are

Seven Rivers Cheshire Home

AUTUMN SALE

of
Fabulous range of stalls, ceramics,
children’s clothes, greetings cards, Italian
china,
jewellery, photo frames, shoes, silk scarves,

stocking fillers, toys and a variety of gifts.

at
Great Bromley Village Hall
on
Tuesday 3rd October
10.30am to 3.00pm

Entry £2.00
Refreshments including coffee, cakes,
sandwiches will also be available.

ON SALE NOW
A GUIDE AND HISTORY OF

THE PARISH CHURCH OF
ST MARY THE VIRGIN

GREAT BENTLEY, ESSEX
PRICE £3.00

Copies in the Church
or Post Office

CAKES FOR
ST HELENA HOSPICE

We have been asked to provide home-made cakes for
the Hospice for the week beginning October 16th.

Calling all cooks ..... who like to support the Hospice -
the W.I. ladies will take them to the Hospice

Collection points:
Monday 16th October

Chris Aplin Newmay House, The Green
by noon

Thursday 19th October
Sylvia Adams 68 Birch avenue by noon

N.B. The only stipulation is NO NUTS and plain Victoria
Sandwich cakes suitable for freezing are also most
welcome.

Thank you.

Chris Aplin

CARNIVALAGM

at 8.00pm in the Village Hall

All Welcome

Would love to have some new members



THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Once again we are approaching Remembrance Time. Once again | am looking for helpers to do door-door
collections. This sounds like a very difficult job to do, but it really isn't.

For the two weeks leading up to Remembrance Time, all we ask is an hour of your time, we will arange a
street/road for you do your best. It is a good way of making new friends, and a good feeling that you are
helping a very good cause, and you know that every penny that you collect goes direct to helping our Armed
Forces members and their families.

With the changes throughout the British Legion, members are no longer restricted to the older folk or
(wrinkleys) as the younger generation call us. Young people can join the RBL now, with their parent’s
permission, that is. Now this is the changing face of The Royal British Legion.

If any of our younger people wish to help with the preparations every hand will be gratefully

Accepted no matter how small or large they are.

We will this year have a back-to-back Remembrance Service. Armistice Day this year is a Saturday the 11. 11.
11. We will form up at the War Memorial at 10.50 hrs for the service,
of Memorial at 11.00 hrs.

Then the following day, Sunday we will repeat it all again, when the people of the village or villages form up to
pay their respects. We will have again this year members of our primary school attending on both days, with
kind permission of Mrs D Cleaver (Head Mistress).

Should anyone else require a Poppy Wreath, please give me a ring before the end of September
Chairman & PAO (Poppy Appeal Organiser) Dennis Curry 01206 251717.

Once again, we have been invited to speak to the children of Great Bentley Primary School, we enjoy their
input, but, these little one’s, it is all brand new to them. As the children get older and they move up their ladder
till they leave the school, we are still astonished at the amount their little brains take in, it is a joy to look at their
faces, but, most of all, when the talk is completed they dance to the military music as they go back to their
classrooms or play-time. It is wonderful to see their faces beaming out, it is also very pleasing as they greet me
in the village, or shopping, one might think that they would not remember me at all but, they do!

The children will be with us again at this year's service at the War Memorial for both days Armistice Day, and
the Remembrance Sunday, it fills the hearts of the oldies to see them joining in.

We are preparing for the branch’s other functions, the Poppy Appeal bring and buy sale at the end of October,
and the annual social, more details later.

COR SALE GREAT BENTLEY
CALENDAR 2007

3/4 Guitar - £15

Capodastro - £2.50 There will be a new look to this year's
Junior Keyboard - £25 calendar. It is being produced by DNA
Printers of Ipswich.
Hostess trolley - £25
Set of 3 hard suitcases - £20 It will feature Great Bentley “Ancient and
Modern” plus a little text etc.
We have 6 old bicycles free to anyone

who collects them It will be on sale at the Post Office, Evans
and Carpenters Farm.
Cost £4.00



LETTERS
TO
THE
EDITOR

HAVE SOME RESPECT!

I'm writing to address the young children or
teenagers that came hammering on doors the other
night along the end of Birch Avenue. This was
around 10pm with a group of about 7-8 kids. My
husband and | were sitting in our lounge when all of a
sudden it felt like our front door was being kicked in!
My husband rushed to the door to find a group of
children laughing hysterically at this, and others doing
it to other residents in the street. We had 5 children
in the house at the time, ranging from 7 years to 9
months. This was obviously very frightening to them
and thank goodness only 2 of them woke and we got
them back to sleep quickly.

What is even more worrying is there are elderly
residents in this neighbourhood that live on their own
and such a noise on their front door at this time of
night would be very frightening for them. My
husband and a very kind neighbour had words with a
select few of these teenagers, who appeared not to
have a care in the world for their actions. So maybe
as a community when we can’t get through to these
idiots, maybe we should address their parents
instead? Any views welcomed!

From a very irate Birch Avenue resident

Another missive on Bikers’ Night. | absolutely agree
with Mr Cronin’s comments in the September issue of
the Parish Magazine. It is a joy to see the Green
being used by all people of different ages and for
different activities - surely this is what it is for? | have
always understood that the Green belongs to the
parishioners and not to the Parish Council. If the
Parish Council decides that it has the power to refuse
permission to the Bikers, how will they enforce it?
Draft in vast numbers of Police with dogs, fence the
Green off? Will parking on the Green be stopped for
Church funerals, not to mention cricket, football,
flower show etc. A perfectly good referendum was
held three years ago with a resounding vote for the
Bikers. Is the minority who disagree with their use of
the Green going to persist indefinitely on holding a
“ballot” until they finally get their way? What harm is
being done by using the Green for this manner? As
for the Police helicopter, what a disgraceful waste of
time and money, what an over-reaction! For heavens
sake, surely a helicopter should be used in the case
of public disorder, riots etc. and not for the one or two
young fools who make idiots of themselves on their
motorbikes. The vast majority of the bikers are
sensible, well-mannered, disciplined adults.

Mrs Edna G. Head
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Dear Editor,

| would like to let the readers know of an act of
kindness received by my grandson, at the
September Show on the Green.

He and my grand-daughter returned to my
home after having a great time, only to realise, that
he had lost his mobile phone. | suggested that he
return to see if it had been handed in. He was taken
to a gentleman named Ben, who had the phone and
returned it to him. 1 don’t know if this gentleman
found the phone or if it was handed in, so | would
like to thank Ben and any other person involved in
the return of this phone. You made a young fellow
very happy!

Best wishes,

Mr D. Nixon

Hugh Cronin in his recent letter referred to the higher
roadside kerbs that it is proposed will be positioned
outside the surgery. | agree with him that this would
be a detrimental step, as it would assist in creating a
park-like appearance instead of that of a traditional
village green. Hopefully a way can be found to

conserve that part of the green without the
installation of over-intrusive high roadside kerbs.
David Gollifer

Dear Editor,

What an interesting letter from Hugh Cronin in the
September magazine. Reference to parking outside
the surgery. That's a lot of money - £9,000 for
kerbstones. | did not know that grass took
preference over people’s visit to the doctor.

If we can have a Biker’s survey over the green
can we have one for this parking area? How about
spending the £9000 to buy the old smithy and
convert this to a parking area?

I'd hate the surgery to move because of grass.

D. Gibbs

BIG BRA CHALLENGE

Further to my appeal for redundant bra’s, | am now
after sponsorship. The money will be going to
Colchester General Hospital towards a new scanner
they wish to purchase for very early diagnosis Breast
Cancer so please sponsor this BIG BRA
CHALLENGE. See you on 21st October or bring
your bra’s along to the MacMillan Biggest Coffee
Morning on the 29th September.

Colin and Maureen Johnson - 250979



Great Bentley Village Show

Companion Dog Show Results

As the weather on the morning of the show was not very promising we were surprised and pleased to have so
many owners arrive to enter their dogs into the dog show.

Our judge, Mrs Sandy Smith, travelled all the way from Lincolnshire to judge the show, to which we were all
extremely grateful; when | originally booked her for the show she was living more locally, thank you Sandy.
Grateful thanks also go to Beryl Coles, Billie Soar, Lesley Shipp and Heather Tweed, for being the wonderful
team of helpers that take the entries on the day.

Results

The overall winners in the four pedigree classes were: -

Best in Show
Reserve Best in Show
Best Puppy

Best Opposite Sex

Adams’ and Weedons’ — Basenji — Herne

Terry Ellis’- Standard Smooth-haired Dachshund — Becky
Alison Mullins’ — Cocker Spaniel — Royston

Jimmy Richardsons’- Doberman - Annie

The winners in each of the classes were: -

Pedigree Classes

Best Puppy

Best Any Variety Sporting
Best Any Variety Sporting
Open

Novelty Classes

Best Veteran

Best Child Handler

Best Crossbreed/Mongrel
Prettiest Bitch

Handsome Dog

Dog with the waggiest tail
Dog in best Condition
Best Rescue Dog

The Dog Most like its owner

Alison Mullins’ — Cocker Spaniel — Royston

Terry Ellis’ — Standard Smooth-haired Dachshund — Becky
Jimmy Richardsons’ — Doberman — Annie

Adams’ and Weedons’ — Basenji — Herne

Alison Mullins — Whippet — Ticky (8 years)

Sammy Jo Harris'-L/H Miniature Dachshund Harry
Mrs Adams’ — Jack Russell — Twizzel

Alison Tews’ — Whippet — Willow

Tina Bretts’ — Rottweiller — Bailey

Mrs Kellys’ and Mr Maynard’'s — Labrador — Sioux zee
Sammy Jo Harris’ — L/H Miniature Dachshund — Harry
Mrs Adams’ — Jack Russell — Pippa

Tina Bretts’ — Rottweiller — Bailey

Dog the judge would like to take homeSammy Jo Harris’ - Pomeranian - Banjo

Lynda McWilliams
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SURGERY NEWS

For some reason, we've recently had a bit of a baby boom-locally-all say "Aahh!"-which has brought a few points
to mind.

Firstly, it will make life a lot easier for us if parents would get their new babies "signed on" here at the surgery as
early as possible. When all the discussion about names is over, registering the birth at the Register Office
triggers, among other things, the issue of a pink NHS form (Form FP58 to the anoraks among us) which shows
the new arrival's NHS number. Once you have this, we can get him or her into the NHS system, ensuring that
all the proper health-checks are carried out and that those vitally important baby immunisations are given at the
right time.

We can also begin to build up a permanent health record by collating the various forms and reports that arrive
telling us things such as how the birth went, the result of the initial hearing tests and numerous other small but
vitally important details. Additionally, any contacts that we have already had with your baby, perhaps dealing
with some minor ailment that needed some attention, can be properly included.

Secondly, whilst on the subject of immunisations, there is now a whole new programme of baby immunisations,
including early protection against Meningitis C and pneumonia. A full list of what babies should now have is
available at the surgery. Please help us to make sure that your baby has all the jabs, preferably at the right
intervals.

For anyone who is still worrying about combined immunisations-please don't. Research has proved beyond
doubt that there is no connection whatsoever between the MMR jab and autism. In fact, the "research” that
made the original connection has now been totally discredited.

is that the MMR jab prevents outbreaks of some very nasty diseases, epidemics of which will reappear unless
high percentages of our children have proper protection against them. The diseases concerned cause
unnecessary suffering, disability and even death, as many people in the third world countries where the MMR
jab is not available will testify.

The simple fact
Finally, in his age when most of us are trying hard to be green and are recycling like mad, it's worth thinking
about using "terry" nappies rather than disposables.

I've read somewhere, though | can't for the life of me remember where, that every disposable nappy that was
ever put in a dustbin still exists in a land-fill site somewhere. This is because the plastics that make up the
nappy don't biodegrade and hang around for hundreds of years. So, many of you new mums and dads out
there can sleep happily at night in the knowledge that the disposable nappies which you filled as a baby are still
festering away somewhere particularly unpleasant.

At least with terry nappies, you wash away the mucky bit and then reuse them. Whilst I'm sure they must be
more expensive to buy initially, even with washing costs they will probably be cheaper over the nappy-life of
your new baby. They might take a little more effort, but almost all of us have washing machines these days and
they will certainly keep the planet a lot nicer for future generations.

Okay, perhaps it isn't always convenient to use terry nappies. You could compromise,
using disposables when you are out and about, when baby goes off to nursery or
whatever, then switch to terry nappies in the evening and at weekends. Come on! Let's
save our children and theirs from having to go deal with a nasty smelly legacy which is
preventable and which is being caused at least partly by our laziness.

Incidentally, if anyone wants more information about the terry versus disposable
debate, there's a website www.realterrvnappies.co.uk which, if you ignore the
commercial bit is full of fascinating facts. I'm sure your Health Visitor will have some
useful information too.

Hugh Cronin
Prattice Manager
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Pet’s
corner

GROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT

We are often asked if my dog needs regular
grooming or not. All dogs need grooming, some
more than others. Smooth haired types need little
grooming but they will appreciate a quick going over
with a soft brush or a damp chamois to remove any
dirt, and it makes the coat shine. Non-shedding,
curly types will need daily grooming and possibly
professional clipping every few months. Wiry types
need a regular brush or wipe down to keep them
clean and tidy and also a professional grooming
every so often. The main category that need most
regular attention is the silky and long coated types.
These need regular brushing with a soft wire
“Slicker” brush, and this should be done every day
because once the coat becomes matted grooming
becomes much more difficult. Little and often is
much better in the long run than an occasional mad
grooming session.

There are other advantages to grooming your dog
regularly.

. To keep him clean, tidy and comfortable
(removing knots and any other material picked
up from the garden or on walks).

. To remove dead hair (that may otherwise end
up in the home and on furnishings)

. To stimulate the circulation and improve
muscle tone

. To check over his body for signs of health

problems (new lumps, bumps and cuts),
parasites (fleas and ticks), ear problems (waxy
build-up and ear mites), feet problems (long
nails and grass seeds) and oral health (check
for tartar build-up, brush teeth and check for
healthy-coloured gums)

. to bond with your dog and improve your
relationship
. Getting your dog used to being touched all

over will help with visits to the vet, or when
trying to wipe muddy paws in the winter.

Don't bath your dog more than is necessary - you
only really need to when he is very muddy, has
rolled in ‘unspeakable’ messes (ours used to like
cow pats!) and/or is very smelly! When you do, use
special mild dog shampoo. You can also get coat
conditioners to replace any oils that may be lost but
please do not use washing up liquid or you own
favourite shampoo - they are not suitable and can
often be the cause of skin problems. In cold
weather, make sure your dog is completely dry
before letting him outside.
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What is my dog won't let me groom him?

Difficult dogs, or those not used to being groomed,
can learn that it is actually a very enjoyable activity.

Start by getting him used to being touched, just with
hands all over - perhaps try some gentle massage.
Next, tether him on a short lead next to a vertical
wipeable surface (such as the fridge) and smear
marmite or peanut butter (anything he really likes) at
his head height, so that he’ll be able to lick at it while
you gently start to brush him. Praise him with a
happy soft voice as he lets you groom him. If he
tries to turn around to stop you grooming, keep going
- the lead should be short enough so that he cannot
reach you with his teeth! He has to learn that his
misbehaviour will not stop you. When he relaxes
and lets you brush him, release him and reward him
with a favourite treat, game or walk. He’'ll soon learn
that standing and allowing you to groom him will
result in a special treat and be something to look
forward to.

MARK ALLINGTON

HEDGEHOGS

As Wildlives cannot take any more animals at the
present you can take any sick or baby hedgehogs to
Alan on 01473 401829 or 07706 229820 or contact
the British Hedgehog Preservation Society on 01584
890 801 or www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk

ELM TREES

In the fields and down the lane the great elms
stretched

Magnificent, Grand, winter, spring, and summer.
Now disease has felled them all.

In the fields and by the road stark and dead they
stand.

We who have known them mourn their passing.

No longer “the lowest boughs of the brush wood
sheaf
Round the elm tree bowl are in tiny leaf”

May our children one day again in them delight.

Eve Parratt



Wildlives

Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre

‘Catkins', Frating Road, Thorrington, Colchester CO7 8HT
htt://www.wildlives.org.uk

October 2006
Volunteers

At the end of the summer a number of our key and long serving volunteers took up their college and university

places. We would like to congratulate them on their success and wish them all the best for their chosen courses.
« Katherine is going to Sixth Form College and is cutting down her hours to concentrate on her
studies. She has been a volunteer for over 9 years.

» After gaining a first class degree at Liverpool University, Dannielle went on to complete teacher training in
Norwich and started at a school in Ipswich this year as a qualified science teacher. Dannlelle was a
volunteer for 6 years.

Harriet, who is going to Oxford University, has been a volunteer for over 5 years.

Lucy is going to Cambridge University and has been a volunteer for 5 years.

Both Emily and Hayley are going to Sixth Form College and have been volunteersf or 4 years and lyear
respectively.

Sheraleigh has left having been on work placement from Writtle College for over a year

Fortunately, it is not a final goodbye to all of them because many will be about during holidays and some weekend
visits back home to continue their invaluable work with the animals at the centre. Two of our other volunteers,
Sarah and Becks have also been away for a month and a half, having what we are sure is a fantastic experience,
working at a Wildlife Rescue Centre in South Africa,

These volunteers have been very important to the successful running of Wildlives and their regular help will be
missed.

If you could spare just a few hours a week to be a Wildlives volunteer please contact Rosie on 01206
251174 and she will get back to you.

Work Placement

There is a fantastic opportunity for Wildlives to employ a student from Writtle College for four days a week. At a cost
of £80 per week this is excellent value for money and will be an essential part of ensuring the smooth running of the
centre when it re-opens. The placement will provide a student with hands on experience of caring for a variety of
animals as well as allowing Rosie to have the rest she needs.

Rose goes batty!

On a recent visit to the vets with one of the dogs, Rosie ended up, once again, in her consultancy role! A call was
received about a collapsed bat that was both hypothermic and dehydrated. Rosie showed the staff how to feed and
hydrate it and following Rosie's advice about caring for the bat, the staff were able to successfully release it a day
later.

If you can spare anything, from £5 a week, for a year to support this placement, please get in touch with
Rosie. Remember, Wild lives is a registered charity and so all donations can be gift aided.

Update

Rosie is now out of hospital and although she is going for regular 3 monthly check-ups, is looking to re-open
Wildlives to admissions again soon. Before opening the centre, Rosie wants to make sure that everything is in
place so that it does not have to shut again. An essential part of this is ensuring that there is enough regular and
reliable help. Rosie is doing well, but must not overdo it and needs more rest than she is used to having!

Please bear with us, as you know, despite being closed, a lot of work has been going on at the centre, both caring
for the long term residents and the grounds.

If you have a wild animal casualty, or need advice, please phone the RSPCA on 0870555999.
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BIRTHDAYS

HAPPY 40th BIRTHDAY
PAULA

Love from Martin, James,
Megan & Jessica
XXXXX

* % *

Happy Birthday
to NORMAN STARLING

CONGRATULATIONS

to

SAMEENA AND JOHN

On their Engagement
(at Niagra Falls)

Love and best wishes from

Mum, Dad and Matthew
XXX

* Kk %

1st September
CHARLIE SIDNEY JANSMA

Congratulations to Lorraine and Julian

on the birth of a beautiful son, a dear little brother

for Macie
Much love from Mum and John

HALLOWEEN PARTY
for Pre-School
31st October 4pm-6pm
Age 2-6 years at Village Hall
£3.50 per ticket
Hot Tea & Dessert Provided
to book your ticket
Contact Hayley on 251227
by 15th October
Fancy Dress
Party Games
Apple Bobbing
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Please welcome

Sarah and Daniel Edwards to
Plough Road, Great Bentley

Hope they will both enjoy life in the village
also
Mr & Mrs James, Wents Close
New residents to Lindisfarne, Plough Road
New residents to 5 The Green
New residents to The Pightle

and to Wayside, Station Road

ANNE CROSS

My parents, Tom and Gwen Cross used to run the
dairy in Great Bentley. My mother sold the business
after my father died in 1973. Mother continued to
live in the village until her death in 1994.

| am sorry to announce the death of my sister Anne
Cross. Anne, who was 55 died last month in
Australia; she was buried in Hobart on Tuesday 5th
September. Anne had lived in Australia for several
years, but | am sure there will still be several people
in Great Bentley who remember her.

Anne was raised in the village and attended Great
Bentley primary school. She was a keen
horsewoman and I'm sure that some people will
remember her delivering milk in the village with a
horse and cart. Anne originally went to Australia to
work with horses, but for the past few years had
worked as a care assistant in residential homes for
the elderly.

Anne will be missed by many people who knew her,
both in the UK and Australia.

Robert Cross



Robert Taylor
District Councillor
for Great Bentley.

Another busy month for me representing you in Tendring. The highlight for me was the Civic
Service on the Green. Months of preparation came together in the marquee and included village and
community organisations. There was very good support from Great Bentley people and from
District Councillors, British Legion, Cinque Port Deputy and Escort, Harwich lifeboat and so it
went on. At times like this, it makes me realise just how lucky we are to live in such a supportive
community. Continuing on the theme of community — it was really good to be able to enjoy the
Barn Dance in the village hall in support of the Scouts and Guides and share with families enjoying
themselves. The work of their leaders is most valuable in helping our children and young people to
be active in a positive way and to gain skills which will go with them through life.

During the month I have been to welcome three new ministers into this area at their Induction
Services. Nearest to home was the new Vicar at Brightlingsea the Rev Peter Baldwin and we wish
him every blessing coming into a difficult situation. The other big event was the Clacton Air show
where on the day | welcomed Mayors and Chairmen from all over Essex, it was a beautiful day. We
have just returned from another community event when | wrote this — the Flower Festival and Art
Exhibition at St Mary’s Church, here in Great Bentley. Another opportunity to admire the talents of
local people who worked together to make the Church look so beautiful.

Robert Taylor
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Peter’s Potterings

Now we move into the traditional season of mellow
fruitfulness. Sounds very grand but really it denotes
the end of the growing season and the ripening and
gathering of the fruit and vegetables (and obviously
includes all the farmers’ produce).

In the past the modern ways of preserving our home
grown produce had not become common or even
invented. 30 years or so ago how many of us had a
freezer? Probably only the butcher had one. We
had to make do with the traditional methods. How
many of you remember stuffing fruit into kilner jars,
covering with liquid, heating in the oven etc. etc.
Today all we need to do is clean them up and put
them in the freezer, and take them out as and when
required. Apples were easier to store. We just put
them into a large box of straw and put them
somewhere cool to overwinter. We used to use
Grandad’s old air raid shelter which was half buried
at the bottom of the garden. The fruit needed to be
checked to see if any were going rotten, but
generally they kept for six months or so like this.
Today the fruit is kept in temperature controlled
conditions, and | suspected treated with something
or other to help them keep longer.

Anyway enough of this nostalgia - what should we
be doing now? Earlier in the year most of us had
lawns that looked like straw rather than grass. The
rains in August greened the grass a lot, and also
produced lots of fairy rings of toadstools on the
Green. The rings often cause concern to the
gardener but they can't effectively be eradicated
without digging up, changing the soil and re-
seeding. The best solution is to give the lawn
additional fertiliser to make the grass grow stronger,
and | pick off the individual toadstools and destroy
them while they are still small and have not sown
their own seeds. Don't put them onto your compost
heap as this may well spread them elsewhere.
Keep cutting the lawn grass as the growth dictates
even right through the winter, but please raise the
cutting height. Cutting the grass too short when
frosts are about is asking for trouble. | shall also run
a scarifier over my lawn to remove a lot of the dead
grass caused by the July sun so that the new grass
shoots have more room to grow. At the same time
treat the lawn to an Autumn feed. This feed is slow
acting feed to build up the grass plants over the
winter, as opposed to the fast acting green up
fertilizers of the spring variety. The best cure for
moss is not to keep on killing it, but to improve the
soil conditions so the grass grows better than the
moss. Improve the drainage. Using the garden fork
make holes about 3 inches deep and 3 inches apart
and brush sharp sand into them. This improves the
drainage and keeps the soil dryer. Moss thrives in
moist conditions which is why you see a lot more of
it on north facing walls and hardly any on south

facing walls.

Is is also time to clear the borders of any remaining
summer bedding plants, to enable you to plant the
spring flowering varieties. The longer you leave it the
colder the weather, the slower plant growth, and the
longer it takes for the new plants to get well
established before the colder days and frost of
January and February. Similarly to lawns the type of
fertiliser the plants need is a slow release type.
Traditionally bone meal or any organic material such
as compost help to build up the root system. | also
use a small amount of the slow release granules.
These release fertilizer at a rate determined by
moisture and temperature, so they don't make the
foliage grow long and lush when it is likely to be
zapped by frosts etc. It will also retain its goodness
through the cold weather then let it go as spring
warms up.

Don't forget to plant a few daffodils or tulips between
your pansies or polyanthus, as these give a bit more
height to your displays, and a good variety of colours
is also available.

If you have not grown any pansies or polyanthus don't
forget that Bentley in Bloom is selling plants during
October.

PETER ALLINGTON

BENTLEY IN BLOOM

All the pansies and polyanthus plugs have been
planted and are growing well.

Please if you want any pansies or polyanthus can you
place your orders early. Delivery will be mid October.
Prices 6 pack pansies (mixed) £1.50; 6 packs
Polyanthus (mixed) £2.00 (smaller volumes pro rata).

Please phone : Peter Allington 251086
Sylvia Adams 250160

Dreena Williamson 250679

Mick Dorling 250799

or John Moss 252182

Any surplus will be for sale the last Saturday in
October from the old village hall car park from
10.00am onwards.
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Great Bentley Conservation Group

Visit to Colne Point Nature Reserve

On Wednesday evening 2" August, nine of us paid a visit to the Colne Point Nature Reserve where Bob Seago is
the warden. It is unfortunate that we chose the first cold wet evening for weeks. Unperturbed by the drizzle Bob
showed us around the area of reserve near the little settlement called Lee-over-Sands with its holiday shacks — a
reminder of the first part of the 20" century before the floods of 1953 created havoc. He explained that Colne Point
has the best developed shingle spit on the Essex coast. Sand and gravel extraction was once carried out there and
remnants of machinery can still be seen. Colne Point is particularly important because it is a breeding ground to
one of Britain’s rarest sea hirds — the little tern. Other birds to be seen are the ringed plover and the oyster catcher.
We were interested to see a group of oyster catchers with their distinctive call, wheeling around near Ray Creek.
Plants to be found at Colne Point include Sea Holly, Sea Campion, the yellow Horned Poppy and a bushy plant
called Suaeda. The latter, which looks like heather but is unrelated, appeared to be common in the area and one of
the shacks was using it as a hedge. We finished our visit with a cup of tea in the warden’s hut.

Countryside Open Day & Farmers Market GT BENTLEY VILLAGE HALL
_ _ " FROM 2.00PM
Our popular Countryside Open day will take place on Saturday 7 7TH OCTOBER
October. Marina Gollifer and Rosemary Pegg are already collecting CRAFTS TO BUY AND TRY
bric-a-brac and would be grateful to receive more. We would also LOTS FOR THE CHILDREN TO DO
be grateful for offers of cakes for the teas and for raffle prizes. WILDLIFE DISPLAYS
FACE PAINTING ETC.
WE ALSO NEED MORE HELPERS ON THE DAY. IF YOU CAN REFRESHMENTS
HELP WITH TEAS OR CAR PARKING PLEASE LET US KNOW. RAEFLE
FARMERS MARKET
Contact Numbers:- ADM. ADULTS 50P
Jan Turner 250836 David & Marina Gollifer 250309 CHILDREN FREE
Mary Maskall 250524 Karen Williams 251184
Colin Johnson 250979 Donald Walker 250172
Rita & Alan Coles 251506 Rosemary Pegg 250394
Competition

We will be holding a competition for children up to the age of 11 years, prizes to be awarded at the Countryside
Open Day. The competition will be for a picture, A4 size, entitled ‘Wildlife’. It can be in any medium, - paint, pencil,
crayon etc. There will be prizes in three age categories — pre-school; 5 to 7 years; and 8 to 11 years. It would be
helpful if entries could be submitted before 7" October, either to Mary Maskell or handed in at school. Please put
name, address and age on the back.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Alan Woods - It was with great regret that we learnt of the death of Alan on Sunday 3rd September. He was one of
the 25 members who helped to reinstate the Branch in 1989. He was a keen and hardworking member until his
recent ill-health. He will be remembered for himself and also for the trophy bearing his nhame, which is presented
annually to the Poppy Appeal collector with the highest value.

Poppy Appeal. This month sees the start of our Annual Appeal. See page 9 for further details.

Table Top Sale - Saturday 28th October, Village Hall, 2.30pm. Admission will be by donation when purchasing a
poppy. Refreshments will be available. If you wish to hire a table, please contact Eunice Payne on 01255 820374
and please book early. If booked now, the price will be £5 but £6 if any are available on the day. Tables available
at 12.30pm.

The RBL will have a cake stall and would be pleased to receive cakes donated for sale.

Please come along and help us to help others.

Terry Newell
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QUIZ TIME

What's in another word? All the answers to the clues contain anyone of six different colours. E.g. - A colloquial

name for an American Indian. = Redskin.

Questions

1 Of noble birth.

2 Payment by extortion.

3 Purveyor of fruit and vegetables.
4 The common robin.

5 A useless possession.

6 Largest living mammal.

7 Period of complete darkness.
8 Skill at plant growing.

9 The merchant navy flag.

10 Yorkshire's emblem.

11 Discoloured by bruises.

12 Partly broken bone fracture.
13 Caught in the act.

14 Unskilled or foolish person.
15  Worn by judo expert.

Last months answers

= O 00 N o o b W DN PP

An Englishman's home is his castle.

You can't judge a book by its cover.

Waste not, want not.

Bad news travels fast.

Never look a gift horse in the mouth.

The end justifies the means.

Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
Raining cats and dogs.

Look before you leap.

You pays your money and you takes your choice.

As daft as a brush.

Off the beaten track.

Time is a great healer.

Old habits die hard.

A friend in need is a friend indeed.

Two can play at that game.

Every dog has its day.

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.

Do as | say, not as | do.

History repeats its self.

You can't have your cake and eat it too.
Back to the drawing board.

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.
Easy come, easy go.

One man's meat is another man's poison.
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16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

A racing dog.

A misleading clue.
Symbol of surrender.
Aircraft flight recorder.
Lancashire's emblem.
A harmless untruth.

A 14th. century plague.
Trickery by evil spirits.
Excessive bureaucracy.
Dense polar blizzard.
House of Lords usher.
Family outcast.

A danger signal.

The Royal Navy flag.
Stout and champagne drink.

An excellent response to last month’s quiz, but
only two all correct.

Questions 21 and 24 created havoc it seems.
John & Denise Wiseman win the fiver this month
and donate it to St Mary’s Church funds.

Many thanks.



Cookery Corper

Autumnal Tints

This is the time of the year when vegetables such as aubergines, tomatoes and peppers come into their own - yes, |
know that they are available all the year around - but sometimes I like to make the pretence of the seasonality of
foods. Anyway, think of the colours; glossy red, fiery orangey-red, shiny dark purple, strong colours which suit this
time of the year. Early summer vegetables tend to be pale and interesting, or at the most, a delicate pale green, think
of early broad beans or artichokes, for example. So, here are a couple of recipes using the above mentioned
vegetables, starting with a well known one, followed by one which I hope will be new.

Ratatouille

(A word I find quite impossible to pronounce in the proper French manner, it drove my husband nuts.)

This is in effect a vegetable stew combining aubergines, tomatoes, red peppers, courgettes and garlic cooked in olive
oil and flavoured with either coriander or basil. As with many such dishes the quantities are not exact but for six
people they would be approximately as follows: 2 medium sized onions, 2 medium sized aubergines, 2 large red
peppers, 2-3 courgettes (depending on size, but don’t use very large ones as they tend to be watery) 4-5 large
tomatoes (or a tin) 2 cloves of garlic, coriander either fresh leaves or ground seeds, or a handful of torn basil leaves,
salt and pepper to taste. Olive oil for cooking

Method
Preparation of the vegetables. Peel the onions and slice thinly. The aubergines and courgettes should be left
unpeeled and cut into cubes — size is up to you - I like my ratatouille quite chunky. Halve the peppers remove the

core and seeds and cut into strips. Skin the tomatoes and chop roughly.

In a large pan, or casserole dish which can sit on top of the stove, heat the olive oil and cook the onions slowly until
they are soft. Add the aubergines, courgettes, peppers and chopped garlic, gently mixing them all together then add
the tomatoes, cover the pan and cook for around 30-40 minutes until the vegetables are just soft. Season with salt
and pepper and add the basil or coriander. Like many stews, this is best cooked in advance and left to mellow.
Ratatouille is quite a versatile dish; it reheats quite happily, but is also good served cold. It can be served quite on its
own, as a first course (for something a little more substantial a soft goat’s cheese makes a nice accompaniment), or it
can be serves as a vegetable dish with roast or grilled meat, I think lamb seems to be its most joyous partner. The
following recipe is taken from Simon Hopkins’s Roast Chicken and Other Stories.

Roulade of Peppers and Aubergines (serves 4-6 people)
Ingredients. 4 red peppers, 2 largish aubergines, olive oil, salt and pepper, 30 basil leaves, torn into bits, 3 garlic
cloves peeled and sliced thinly, balsamic vinegar.

Method

Grill the peppers turning them so as the skin is black all over. Once the peppers are cool enough to handle peel core
and deseed them. Slice the aubergines lengthways as thinly as possible. Heat the olive oil in a large frying pan until
very hot and fry the aubergines slices on each side until golden brown; you may have to add more oil. | find this is
best done sometime in advance and the aubergines slice left to drain on kitchen paper, a process which gets rid of the
excess oil — aubergines soak up oil like a sponge.

On a work surface lay out a large sheet of clingfilm. In the middle make a rectangle of the aubergine slices

making sure there are no gaps and season with salt and pepper. Scatter the torn basil and slices of garlic over the
aubergines, add a light sprinkling of balsamic vinegar and finally add the red pepper.
Lift one of the long sides of the clingfilm and carefully roll the ingredients to form the shape of a Swiss roll. Tuck
the leading edge of the film the roll and twist the ends together, quite tightly, like a Christmas cracker. Refrigerate
overnight. To serve, take a serrated knife and cut the roll, clingfilm and all, into slices at least 1 inch thick. Transfer
each slice onto individual plates using a fish slice and only then remove the clingfilm.

The roulade can be served with a home made tomato sauce and /or a garlic mayonnaise. Some slices of bread
which have been sprinkled with a little olive oil and crisped in the oven give a nice contrasting crunch to the softness
and richness of the dish.

G.R.
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CLUBS &
ORGANISATIONS

W.I.

Our September meeting was attended by a really good
number of members and guests, who enjoyed an
enlightening talk by Mrs Henry regarding healthy
eating. We were informed of the best way to get out
vitamins and minerals through food and advised on
natural substances which would help our bodies cope
with certain problems we might have. Did you know
that Cranberry juice is said to be proved by scientific
testing to be excellent for lowering cholesterol,
preventing heart disease and cancer as well as for
treating urinary tract infections? It contains 50% more
antioxidants than its nearest rival, grape juice!

Our next meeting on 3rd October will be our AGM
which includes A Pot Luck Supper.

We would be delighted to see any visitors at the
meeting. Please ring 250511 in advance for catering
purposes.

GARDENING CLUB

Tuesday 17TH October
8.00pm
Village Hall

GARDENS OF HOLLAND
Margo Bishop

Reminder subs now due.
New members and visitors welcome

ART CLUB

Village Hall

Tuesday 10th October
Celebrity Painting

Tuesday 24th October
Autumn Still Life

Tuesday 31st October
Autumn Still Life (continue)

HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday 12th October
Village Hall
8.00pm

Reg Allington
The Essex American Connection

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The monthly meeting was held in the Village Hall on
23rd August. Our speaker for the afternoon was Arthur
from the Tail Waggers Club who is a retired
Metropolitan Police Dog Handler. He gave an
illuminating insight into the training of a police dog and
his experiences as a handler. We heard how he
encountered the Queen and her corgis when on night
patrol in the gardens of Buckingham Palace and how
his dog found a runaway 7 year old clinging tightly to an
uppermost branch of a very tall tree Raymond Purdy
was welcomed as a new member.

GREAT BENTLEY
CONSERVATION GROUP

COUNTRYSIDE DAY & FARMERS

MARKET
Saturday 7th October.

This is our only fund raising event of the year

If you have any bric a brac please contact
David and Marina Gollifer 250309

FLAG RAISING
OCTOBER

Saturday 21st October at 10am — Trafalgar Day

The White Ensign will be raised by former Royal Navy
personnel. If you are ex-R.N. or have family
connections, your presence will be welcome, as will
general public attendance.
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Why did we do it?

One | wanted to achieve something to mark my sixtieth year but
also it was to raise funds for ‘Whispers’ a charity which raises
funds for children in a slum school in Dagorretti, Kenya which
my god daughter Rachel is very much involved with. Through
the generosity of lots of people we have been able to raise
enough money to provide a bore hole and quality water for the
school.

The climax of all this was to visit the School in June/ July
with my wife Gill and daughter Katie and eight friends including
Rachel and witness water coming up out of the bore hole for the
first time.

Footnote; May | take this opportunity to thank everyone
who supported us with prayer and sponsor monies. The
sum raised for the three events came to £2700 and with
monies collected before completed the finances of the bore
hole.

PART TWO

I would now like to tell you about the visit to the project in
Kenya.

One of the reasons for the three challenges was to raise
funds to provide a bore hole for clean water for a school in
Dagorretti Kenya.

And so on the 23" of June 2006 a team of eleven people
from the “Whispers’ charity started their journey to Kenya. The
team consisted of Rachel Njane, (my God daughter), her
husband David. Les and Liz Marshall (Rachels father and
mother). Paul Marshall (Rachels brother) and Cheryl Marshall
(Pauls wife). Eric Smith and Elaine Wrench (friends). My
daughter Katie, wife Gill and myself.

Our journey started at Trinity Methodist Church where
we gathered for a photo call. Eric being very good at
photography and clever on computers had printed the team a T
shirt. On the front it showed a map of Africa and on the map a
picture of Trinity church and a picture of the drill for water. On
the back it showed a cartoon picture of an Elephant with a knot
in its trunk with the slogan ‘Helping Whispers give children
clean water’ www.whispersagainstpoverty.org.  After our
photo shoot Rev. Paul Howes prayed for our mission and safe
journeys. Having loaded our luggage in a very large trailer we
set off for Heathrow Airport terminal four.

Wearing our ‘T’ shirts was a great idea because not only
advertising our cause but it enabled us to find each other in the
crowds at the airport. Booking in at the desk is always good
fun when Rachel is around. Due to the fact we are a charity the
airline allowed us extra baggage allowance. Unfortunately
Rachel thought it all had to go in her luggage case. So an
unpack and repack the other cases had to be done right there.
(Not quite sure what would happen today after the security
crisis.)

Flying Kenya airways in a Boeing 777 we took off on
time and being a night flight we were soon invited to eat
supper/ evening meal and night cap. | was reminded that |
didn’t have to jump out this plane but | drew everyones
attention when on our screens showed 12000ft the height Katie
and | jumped from. Sleep is always a bit of a lottery on night
flights so | watched the route finder on my little screen. It was
very interesting when we flew over places like the Nile, the
Sahara Desert and finally the Equator landing at Nairobi
airport.

A funny incident happened at passport control when
Gill had my passport and | had hers by mistake and when my

picture came up on the screen, you can guess. | think the
passport controller must have felt tired after a long night.

Fortunately Gill being close behind me the problem
was solved and we were allowed into Kenya.

We were greeted by friends from the school and we
were soon loaded into two Mini buses. Driving away from the
airport the roads were good and then we had our first taste of
Africa with lots of people walking alongside the roadway
either going to work or looking for a day’s employment. Like
many national airports the roads out is where industry and
offices and large companies are.

Nairobi is a very busy City and driving towards the
outskirts we drove past the largest slum area in East Africa.
Miles and rows of tin shacks with litter everywhere (mostly
plastic bags).

We soon left the suburbs and headed for Karen. A
village named after Karen Blixen who wrote ‘Out of Africa’.
This appeared to be a reasonably well off area. The roads
through Karen were tarmac and smooth, a sign of prosperity.
A new hospital has been built there and several new shopping
developments.

Leaving Karen our journey continued to Dagorretti the
road certainly a lot more bumpy with pots hole as big as
craters. The drivers were very skilled at swerving around them
but if you weren’t prepared you were well shaken and stirred,
it was like riding a bronco pony.

We passed under a railway bridge and our first sight of
Dagorretti. Wow! what a sight, people everywhere. The road
had turned into a dust track. The smells are difficult to
describe. Tin shacks all down both sides of the roads
pretending to be Harrods selling everything. The butchers
having a side of beef hanging in the window (no glass). Tin
shacks that claimed to be the Hilton hotel. A car wash using
the water from a stream alongside the road. People on bikes
precariously trying to miss the cars. The cars trying to get
through the melee. Lots of Matatu buses with people hanging
on for dear life all going places. Ladies with heavy loads of
wood or other goods balanced on their heads. Dogs, goats
roaming around just to add to the scene.

Finally we pulled up at some gates. The drivers hooted
their horn and someone came and opened them for us. We had
arrived at ‘Daylove school’ Dagorretti very dusty and tired
from our journey.

We were shown into the vestry of the church and we
were given our welcomes and a very welcome breakfast.

After breakfast we were given a tour of the school buildings
and the new development of the building of dormitories
(which I will explain later).

May | remind you that we had travelled all night with
little sleep, Les and | managed to find the strength to play a
game of football with some of the younger children. Bearing
in mind that this was Saturday there was still lots of children
around the school.

After lunch in the vestry, which is where we ate most
of our meals at the school, we were introduced to the
‘Daylove school committee” who brought us upto speed about
the bore hole and the new development. Apparently there had
been several problems with the bore hole and so far no water
had risen out of it and therefore the reason for the crane being
still over the spot.

Pricilla the head of the school and Francis who looked
after the buildings and other important work.

Continued next month
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

SHOE BOX APPEAL

Posters are now up around the village to advertise
our 2006 Campaign. Information leaflets are
available in the Post Office and the Parish Church. If
you have difficulty in obtaining a shoe box and don’t
need new shoes then please contact me and we will
remedy that situation.

Please tell your friends, relatives and neighbours
about what we are doing, talking really does
encourage others to take part. Once again | will be
delighted to receive knitted hats, scarves, mitts or
gloves. | already have a box of knitted items so all
the knitters out there, please keep those needles
‘clicking’.

Please try to have your boxes completed by the end
of October, we are grateful that once again boxes
can be left at Rambler Cottage, Plough Road, Great
Bentley. Boxes can also be brought to the morning
service at St Mary's Parish Church or to the
Methodist Church on Sunday 2nd November.

Thank you to all who are collecting, knitting or filling
boxes and to everyone else - YOU still have time to
join in the fun. Yes, it really is fun shopping to fill a
Shoe Box for an unknown child.

Maida S. Brown
(Tel: 252287)

QUIZ NIGHT

Memorial Hall Frating
Monday 16th October

7.30pm
Teams of 6 Max
£2.50 per person
Tea and Coffee will be served

Proceeds in support of the
upkeep of the hall
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My son James belongs to the Macmillan Amateur
Dramatics Theatre Group and twice a year they put
on a performance at the Westcliff Theatre. All
proceeds go towards paying for tendring MacMillan
Nurses. The last performance raised £2,800 and
since they began they have raised over £30,000.

The writer, Indi, says anyone can put money in a tin
and get a thank you but she believes people deserve
more than that so she writes funny, zany, M.A.D.
musicals so the audience get something back for
their money.

All the cast are local amateurs and have great fun
rehearsing and performing and the audience enjoy
every show.

Eunice Payne



YOUR AGE BY CHOCOLATE MATH

This is pretty neat

DON'T CHEAT BY SCROLLING DOWN FIRST! It takes less than a minute. Work this out as you read. Be
sure you don't read the bottom until you’ve worked it out. This is not one of those waste of time things, it's fun.

1 First of all, pick the number of times a week that you would like to have chocolate (more than once but
less than 10)

Multiply this number by 2 (just to be bold)

Add 5

Multiply it by 50 - I'll wait while you get the calculator!

If you have already had your birthday this year add 1756 ... If you haven't, add 1755.

Now subtract the four digit year that you were born.

OO WwWN

You should have a three digit number

The first digit of this was your original number (ie. how many times you want to have chocolate each week).
The next two numbers are

YOUR AGE (Oh YES, Itis !!ll).

THIS IS THE ONLY YEAR (2006) IT WILL EVER WORK, SO SPREAD IT AROUND WHILE IT LASTS!

Bentley Baking Blog - October

Arriving at a certain age | started to think about all the recipes that | have used and adapted over the years
which have become my standard “family” recipes. Many of these recipes bring back memories of people that |
knew, how the village was and my circumstances at the time | first used them. So the decision was made to
share these recipes with others in this village where | have lived for over 20 years.

Many years ago when there were more shops in the village | would be able to buy bananas that were very ripe
— even black at a real knockdown price (you will still find in some places you can still get a very cheap bag of
ripe bananas but probably not in the village any more). At that time every penny saved helped as | was at
home with two small children and had to keep to a tight budget. | found this recipe for banana cake in an old
cookbook (1974) bought at a jumble sale. In those days there were jumble sales in the village hall every
month or so held by various organisations in the village. Jumble sales seem to have disappeared along with
the shops and the pubs!

| have tried other banana cake recipes.............. but none has ever produced a cake that is as good as this.

Banana Spice Cake (my variation)

Cream 3o0zs soft margarine with 40zs sugar (sorry all I'm not metric). Then add 50zs of Self Raising flour and
half a teaspoon each of salt, ground ginger, cinnamon, bicarbonate of soda and mixed spice.

Beat in 1 egg and 2 ripe bananas (I just break them up and squash with my hands and put them in). Then add
about 40zs mixed fruit.

Place the mixture in a 2lb loaf tin and bake for 1 hour at 350°F about 175°C

| cheat and line the tin with a greaseproof cake liner and normally never just make one cake.....always make
two or even 3 as it freezes absolutely beautifully.

KLC
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TAKEN FROM
‘NETWORK’ THE ORANGE NEWSLETTER
FOR COUNCILLORS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

GREAT BENTLEY DRIVEN ROUND THE HOUSES

As a rule, people living near to new mast sites rarely
seem to think they are installed in the best positions -
despite continuing efforts by the industry to explain
otherwise. In this respect, Orange’s mast proposal for
the Essex village of Great Bentley was no exception.

However, as the residents of this particular
village have shown, occasionally the chance arises for
a community to suggest a better site.

The story began in January 2001 when Orange
first arrived in the area looking for a way to improve
local signal. Their agents identified a possible site on
a water tower at Tendring Hundred pumping station,
this was close enough to allow the transmitter to cover
most houses in the village.

Orange’s agents consulted the local parish
council who wrote back to say it had no objections as
it believed that this was the best possible location
owing to the presence of other transmission
equipment already on the same site.

It later transpired that some in the community
did not entirely share this view and, to help out, a local
landowner came forward and offered land at Admirals
Farm that seemed more acceptable to the nearest
affected residents.

At the time however, Orange felt that the signal
from the farmer’s land would not be good enough to
achieve the quality of signal they were looking for.
They continued with the original application and
permission for the water tower site was granted by
Tendring District Council in early 2003.

However, a while later, when Orange’s new
Community Liaison Officer, Rebecca D’Arcy,
‘inherited’ the site, several residents wrote in to ask
why the Admirals Farm offer had been apparently
ignored.

Rebecca met with village residents, local MP
Bernard Jenkin and the land owner in order to discuss
the situation.

As it turned out, the farm site was in a field
parallel to the pumping station and hidden from view
from the road which is why it was overlooked in the
first place. All agreed that it did seem like a s uitable
site as it was further away from housing and not as
visible from the village green (the largest in England
apparently).

Rebecca then asked the campaign leader if
there was any evidence of support beyond the five
residents at the meeting. A week later over 500
signatures were received by Orange.

As the new site was parallel to the original one
there seemed to be no issue of coverage loss. This
was confirmed three weeks later and Orange withdrew
the application for the water station site, instead
submitting an application for the farm land.

That application was heard by Tendring District
Council on 24th August 2005. There were some
Bentley residents in the council chamber to hear the
decision which was greeted with cheers.
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If there is a wider conclusion to be drawn from
this example, it is that Orange - and other operators -
will normally give serious attention to offers of
alternative mast sites when made in good faith and
within the standard pre-consulation period of 14
days.

Because of the weakness of the mast
transmitters used by operators - which carry every
call made by mobile phones - they need to be very
close indeed to the people they are intended to
serve. In addition they need road access and a
ready source of power. They also need someone
willing to offer the land.

But if there is a better alternative site to the
one proposed, that also meets the various needs of
our transmitters, then operators are as keen to
discover them - as residents are to put them forward.

COMING FACE TO FACE WITH THE
‘GRIM SWEEPER’

There is a sanguine tale of a hospital somewhere in
the UK where patients always died in the same bed,
every Sunday at about 1lam, regardless of their
medical condition. This puzzled the medical staff,
some of whom even thought, although they wouldn’t
say so in anything above a whisper to their
colleagues, that it had something to do with the
supernatural. A high-powered team of experts was
assembled to investigate the cause of the incidents,
and the next Sunday morning, a few minutes before
1lam, all the doctors and nurses nervously waited
outside the ward to see for themselves what the
terrible phenomenon was all about.

Some, having given up Science, were holding
wooden crosses, hymn books, rosary beads, Tibetan
Prayer Wheels, and other objects to ward off evil
spirits. And then, as the clock struck 11, old Fred
Smith, the part-time Sunday cleaner entered the
ward whistling a little Schubert, unplugged the life-
support system and plugged in his vacuum cleaner!!



BIKER’S NIGHT QUESTIONNAIRE
RESULTS

In principal, do you object to bikes assembling at Great Bentley on Wednesday evenings?
YES 26 (43) NO 139 (339) NO VIEW 0 (3)
Do you feel the bikes should be discouraged from coming to the village?
YES 25 (40) NO 135 (339) NO VIEW 0 (10)
Do you object to bikes parking on the green during their visit?
YES 27 (47) NO 131 (332) NO VIEW 2 (4)
Should the bikes be made to park on the road?
YES 18 (24) NO 136 (344) NO VIEW 2 (9)
Would you support the principle of village organisations benefiting from an occasional collection?

YES 114 (284) NO 46 (49) NO VIEW 16 (26)

FIGURES IN BRACKET DENOTE 2003 SURVEY

PLOUGH ROAD FITNESS CENTRE

YOGA
Every Tuesday evening
at the Methodist Church 7-8pm
£4 for non-members
WALKING CLUB
Every Wednesday morning & last
Sunday of the month 3-5 miles
£2 per walk
RUNNING CLUB
2-5 mile jog around the village
Every Thursday evening at 7pm
£2 a jog
CYCLING CLUB
Bring your bike and cycling helmet
Every Wednesday at 7pm
£2 aride
Ring 01206 250059 to join in
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GOING NORTH OF THE VILLAGE

Start on The green by going up past the Methodist
Chapel and left (just past the houses on Heckford’'s
Road) on to a path to Sturricks Lane, following
signposts to go between hedge and gardens for a
while. Turn right onto the track past Sturricks farm;
this one is a ‘Bridleway’ and that means it is the only
one in the Parish that can be used by cyclists and
horses as well. It comes out at the main road; turn
right towards Clacton, crossing at the island, and then
go up Raven’'s Green road. There is eventually a
footpath marked on the right that goes back to
Brampton Farm and on past the duck pond. past the
farm and the footpath on the right then leads to the
woods. (Lots of bluebells in May)

On emerging into the open the path passes by
Bentley Manor and to the charming Little Bentley
church. (The Bricklayers Arms is half a mile left, up
the road if you need a break). If a walk of 5% miles is
enough for today just tarry a while to look at the sheep
and horses and admire the views and go back the
same way using the Brampton Farm drive past the
pond, and, later, Sturricks Lane as a shortcut to the
Green.

For the round trip of 8% miles go on behind the
church following the path signs across meadows and
stream to Pilcox Farm and to an unmade road. Just
past a left bend there is a path going right to more
woods that emerges at Goose Green. Right on the
road, take the next path right that leads towards
Tendring Church with its high stone spire; unusual for
Essex as stone had to be brought in from quite far
away. On by road again past The Hall and straight on
down the hill and up the drive on the right to Hill Farm.
The next path now starts alongside a hedge on the left
and across cultivated fields, usually in a straight line
to pass to the right of a wood and into the former
orchards of Gurnhams. There is some development
activity now with new gravel roads and path diversions
that are not yet on the maps so it may be necessary to
look for new footpath signs. Turn left before the house
onto at track; cross the main road and go right a bit to
find the path to lead you back by the reservoirs of
Admirals Farm to the road and village.

As you leave the main road there is an old
sheep dip to be seen through the hedge on the right of
the path. All of the local paths are shown on my map
(as dotted lines) so there is quite a choice of ways you
can take around here. | have to stress not be tempted
to explore the woods on the way or the lakes at
Admirals Farm and in return | trust that people out on
a shoot will do their best not to intimidate walkers.

Taken from ‘Some Walk Notes’
based on the Parish of Great Bentley
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APPLE WEEKEND

PARK FRUIT FARM, PORK LANE, GREAT
HOLLAND are holding their annual Apple weekend
and mini Farmers Market on Saturday 21st October
and Sunday 22nd October. Time 10am - 5pm.
Guided Orchard Walks will take place at 11am and
3pm both days (don’t forget your wellies if the
weather is wet).

There will be a refreshment tent where teas and
home made cakes will be on sale.

NEW BUS SERVICE

IPSWICH SHOPPER STARTING
SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER
AINGERS GREEN/MEMORIAL 9AM
VILLAGE HALL 9.03
TESCOS 9.05

8TH OCTOBER
OUTING TO CANVEY ISLAND

FOR DETAILS & TO BOOK
RING 01255 475 677 in the evening



GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL

We're back again, it doesn’t seem 5 minutes since we broke up for our (short) summer break. During this time
we have all been busy with trying to get our heads around the various league rules, basically, if we get
anything wrong we’ll be fined.

So our first league fixtures will be on September 10" our under 8's and 9's start at home against
Lawford and EImden respectively and the Under 14’s are away at Community United. The league rules mean
that we can only sign 14 players for the 8’s and 9's to play so Cliff and Alan have had the task of deciding who
these will be, we've tried to be fair and selected those children who have been with us longest and attended
training regularly. We will be arranging some friendlies for the others to play in and hopefully we’ll get more
teams in the league next season.

We have had another couple of volunteers come forward to help out, thanks to Gary Fairclough, Charles
Barber and David Gray, your help is invaluable as we continue to grow as a club. If there is anyone else out
there who'd like to get involved in any capacity please let any of the coaches know.

At our recent AGM the subject of photography at the club was raised, we have decided that we will not
allow video camera’s or camcorders to be used at the club but appreciate that everyone likes to take photos of
their kids. We will shortly be returning to Brightlingsea sports centre for Wednesday night training. This will
start on the 27" September, hopefully, the light will hold up for us till then.

Fixtures

Dates for your diary then

September 10"

Under 8's v's Lawford at Home

Under 9's v's ElImden at Home

Under 14’s v’'s Community Utd away at Plough Corner, Little Clacton

September 17th

Under 8's v's Reed Hall away at Colchester Garrison

Under 9's v'sHolland FC away at Eastcliff playing fields, Holland on Sea
Under 14’s v's St Edmunds at Home

September 24"

Under 8’s v's Bures at Home
Under 9's v's Feering at Home
Under 14’s have no game

October 1% LOCAL LADIES INDOOR
Under 8's v's Long Melford at Home CAR BOOT

Under 9's v's Bures away at Bures Recreation Ground in

the League Cup

Under 14’s v's Community Utd at Home .
y Great Bentley Village Hall

If you are able to help with transport to the away games

please let the coaches know. This will be a great help as Sunday 15th October

we will need to get around 14 children transported to these

grounds, some are quite a drive! Well I'm really looking 9.30am to 12 midday

forward to the league season, it'll be fantastic to see

Bertltlre]y Youth teams playing on the green in competitive Entrance fee 20p (to be donated to charity)
matches.

There will be clothes: childrens, babies and adults,

Thanks for reading DVD’s & Videos

Scott
Contacts . Toys & games
Scott Young 07762 572035 scott.young2@tesco.net General bric-a-brac and much more ...

Cliff Warder cliff@thewarders.com

Please come along to bag a bargain!

For more information call Wendy
on 01206 252107
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VILLAGE OBSERVAIONS

Here we are back again after taking a break in August. Many more positives. Firstly the Village Show. What a lovely village
feeling this show creates. Plenty to look at, many old friends and acquaintances to catch up with and something fairly unique
in this area-a marquee containing the annual Flower and Vegetable Show. Entries were down this year | am told, which is not
surprising considering the weather-but nevertheless each category keenly contested. The Dog Show was also well attended
with many well behaved dogs. Some lessons to be learned for many people who walk their dogs on the green! The committee
must have had nightmares on the Friday with the weather forecast a blanket of rain. Well done to all who worked hard to bring
everything together.

I can't let the month go by without a mention of the increased interest and activity by the Football Club, especially the youth
training and matches. | am told that the membership has increased to 160 young members which is down to the dedicated
coaches who spend a large amount of their spare time training the youngsters and arranging transport etc. to away matches. |
don't envy them their job when it involves who will actually play in the real matches!

Our village Police Officers seem to have had some success with the noisy youth problem at the play area. The new system
seems to be working fairly well up until now. This | believe to be down to the two officers who are determined to be a success.
It's up to people to contact them and seek assistance even if the incident seems trivial. Well done, Andy and Sarah.

Where there are positives there will always be negatives. So here goes!

We have recently acquired a new set of Parish Councillors, which was the choice of the people. However | don't understand
the doing away with "in-between" meetings of the various committees. Seems like a backward step to me. These meetings
were open to the public, who were able to have an input on specific subjects. How does one get a subject discussed? We very
rarely see our councillors, with one or two exceptions. It has become a "Spot the Councillors" between meetings game. They
used to be seen at village functions but it seems that these days are gone.

Whilst having a go at the Parish Council can we ask about the Parish Office, a place where opinions and discussions could
take place and most importantly, questions answered. This seems to me, not to be working. The office is supposed to be open
Tuesdays and Thursdays, for a trial period. Why not Saturday morning when people are off work? Last Tuesday a resident
wanted to hand in a letter for the Parish Council's attention at the following Tuesday's meeting. The office was shut on the
Tuesday, for staff training. There are only two sessions available to the public, surely it can't be too difficult to arrange training
on another day! | am told that at last the office is to have a post box. (I suppose this should have been listed with the posi-
tives!) How can you possibly have an office dealing with the public, with no mail facilities?

Two months ago the Parish Council took the decision, following many complaints about Bikers Night, to once again discuss
the future of these evenings, with eventually all interested parties involved. This is the first positive move for several years.
However in between we have had a pointless, unhelpful survey done by the Parish Magazine Editor. Sorry, Mary. Whilst |
agree a village survey could be helpful at the end of the investigation, it serves no purpose at the moment, except to make
headlines for local newspapers. It's painfully obvious to many that this evening is in danger of taking over instead of being part
of Great Bentley. | hope all those who signed the petition in favour, will be available when the first serious accident occurs.
With 50 children now playing football on a Wednesday night and one possibly chasing a ball on the road, an ever increasing
possibility! God forbid!

Finally, | took great pleasure in reading last month's Parish News which included a letter from "Grumpy Old Woman". | had no
idea | was on the same wavelengths as a lady. Nothing but positive agreement with all that was written except perhaps the
Jim Reeves threat! Perhaps we should meet up and share a glass, although mine is supposed to be half full, or was it half
empty? Keep writing the letters, you never know there may be another person in the village that shares our views.

Mention of an un-open Parish Office prompted me to think about other so called services in the village. It seems that with
more and more people with weekend leisure time, the opportunity to use the village shops and services, seems less and less.
Many of these are closed down from Friday evening to Monday morning.

A.R.W.C.
| am assured that this letter is meant to ensure a full "Letters Page" next month! Ed.

I honestly wondered if after three years, the view of village residents towards Bikers Night would have radically changed. It
seemed to me that in making any decision on the future of these summer Wednesday evening events, the view of the majority
should be taken into consideration, whatever that majority decision happened to be. The Parish Council, police etc. surely
need to know how the majority of people think, before making any decisions. It was with good and helpful intentions that the
survey was repeated, although | realise that this, will not be shared by all. A thorough debate/survey can easily be undertaken.
Maybe it is time for another Village Appraisal or Development Plan so that views on various village issues can be aired and
addressed. Ed.

BEATING THE BOUNDS FLEECES
Many people regretted not ordering a fleece. Don't delay, ring Hayley on 251155.

33



A LIKE MINDED OPINION

What a relief to read a sensible and practical article in Septembers issue of the Parish Magazine, by Hugh
Cronin, relating to the proposed higher kerbing around the area of green adjacent to the front of the Doctors'
surgery. Having been born in the Nursing home on the green in 1941 and lived most of my entire life in Great
Bentley, | feel it is time that the Parish Council actually tried to achieve a solution to the outdated laws that
they seem to be practising. As | understand it, there is no parking allowed on the green, therefore why are
cricket, football, flower show and the fair allowed to park?

The green is an area of outstanding beauty for everybody to enjoy for whatever their chosen activity, many
people in the summer just enjoy sitting beside their cars and reading.

My question is why are their selective rules relating to vehicles on the green?

In the past 50 years, we as a village have lost 3 farms, 2 bakers, 2 grocers, 1 butchers 1 wool shop, 2 pubs, 1
wine bar, 1 ladies dress shop, 1 hardware shop, and the village police service. There is now, only the
following services left: 2 churches, 1 post office, 1 railway station, 1 village hall, 1 school, 1 pub,1
supermarket, 1 sandwich shop, 1 part time estate agents office, 1 garage and the most important doctors'
surgery and pharmacy.

If we do not make parking vehicles an easier option, who will we lose next? ........ Perhaps the doctors'
surgery!

There are now over 50 new houses that have been built since 1941 that are facing or on the perimeter of
the green; all of these properties have at least one vehicle, which is used within the village boundaries.

Surely the answer is to accommodate the needs of the motorist, as we do live in the 21st century.

It is my opinion that a grass grid block is laid to the area that is situated to the rear of the doctor's surgery
serving the football club, Bentley House, The Methodist Church and the play area and the surgery.

Grass grid blocks are a well proven and much used product, the blocks allow the grass to grow through, in
effect retaining the actual size and looks of the green.

This would assist those patients that find it difficult to walk from their vehicles to the surgery. Why make life
even more difficult for them. There are also further benefits to all vehicle users that frequent that particular
area.

Can the Parish Council not get the needs of the vehicle driven public on their agenda and deal with it, or are

they happy to have endless debates about prehistoric laws?
J.L.S.

SUFFOLK PUNCHES WORKING AGAIN IN THE STOUR VALLEY THIS AUTUMN
Suffolk Punches will be working in the traditional way on Anchor Inn Heritage Farm this Autumn. This farm
has been developed to restore traditional heritage farming to the local area and to help conserve the Suffolk
horse, East Anglia's only indigenous breed of heavy horse.
In addition to the chance of watching the heavy horses at work you can enjoy newly assigned circular walks
around much of the 100 acre farm and walk by the river or through the reinstated flood meadows to see the
rare breeds of cattle and sheep now grazing in the pastures.

To find out exactly when the Suffolk Punches are working, weather and ground conditions permitting, please
telephone Daniel Bunting 01206262313.

Based in the village of Nayland you can be assured of an excellent meal at the Anchor Inn restaurant. Ed.
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2006-07

KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION RESULTS AND FIXTURES:

Wd 23Aug A StOsyth 1-1  G.Knight
Sat 26 Aug H Little Oakley 3-0  D.Gray, J.Hesketh, S.Oldhamstead
Wd 30Aug A  Lawford Lads 1-1 D.Gray o _
Sat 2 Sep H Mistley United 3-0 D.Gray, L.Scillitoe, G.Knight
Sat 9 Sep A Coggeshall Town 0-2
Sat 16 Sep A West Bergholt 0-1
Sat 23 Sep A Essex University 3-2  D.Gray 2, S.Oldhamstead
Sat 30 Sep A Weeley Athletic
Sat 7 Oct H  Holland F.C. LeagueK.O. Cup, Rd 2
Sat 14 Oct H Gas Recreation
Sat 21 Oct H Tiptree Heath
Sat 28 Oct A Dedham Old Boys
BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION TWO RESULTS AND FIXTURES:

Tue 22 Aug H  Boxted Lodgers Res 4-0 J.Springall2, M.Gridley, T.O'Har
Tue 29 Aug A Lawford Lads Res 0-3
Sat 2 Sep A Holland F.C. 2-3 T.Doyle 2
Sat 9 Sep H Walton Town Res 1-0 M.Gridley. Reserve KO Cup, Rd 1
Sat 16 Sep H Holland F.C.3-3 M.Gridley, P.Tumer, A.Neilson

1-3 (on pens) Tommy Thompson Cup, Rd 1
Sat 23 Sep H Earls Colne Res 1-2 A.Neilson
Sat 30 Sep H Brightlingsea Rgnt Res
Sat 7 Oct A Braintree & Bocking Essex Junior Cup, Rd 1
Sat 14 Oct A Gas Recreation Res Reserve K.O. Cup, Rd 2
Sat 21 Oct A Foxash Social
Sat 28 Oct H Bures United Res

COLCHESTER & EAST ESSEX LEAGUE DIVISION THREE:

Sat 2 Sep A Royal London 2-6 M.Hesketh, D.Hurrell. Amos Cup, Rd 1
Sat 16 Sep H Devon F.C. 3-1 A.Peposhi, M.Hesketh 2. Lexden Memorial Cup, Rd 1
Sat 23 Sep A Tollesbury 0-10 Great Bromley Memorial Cup, Rd 2
Sat 30 Sep H Colchester Ath Res
Sat 7 Oct H Bradfield Rovers Res
Sat 14 Oct A Weeley Athletic A
Sat 28 Oct A Oyster Rangers Lexden Memorial Cup, Rd 2

The flrst team was looking to establish itself in the Premier Division over the first month, and with seven league games already under
their belts the players have discovered two things. First, they are most definitely up to the task of their new level, and second, they will
need to play to their maximum in every game to keep picking up points. We have shown our attacking capabilities, especially in the
two home games, and battled hard in defence to earn vital points, the games at Lawford and University springing to mind. The Cogge-
shall result proved exactly what will happen if our desire falters, whereas we weren't far off matching secondplaced Bergholt, and
showed tremendous character to snatch the points at University after looking distinctly second-rate in the opening forty-five.

On paper, the reserves look like a stronger side than last season, but injuries have plagued Richie's efforts to field his strongest side,
and by last week, 23rd, we had all three goalkeepers sidelined. Herbie thought he had solved his problem by signing Matt Brinkley,
but had the rug whipped from under his feet when Ledgie drafted the new boy straight into first team action after Sam Quinn pulled
out with a broken knuckle. I am pleased to report that young Matt is a tremendous prospect, and a great addition to the club.

The brand new A team have started with three cup games against higher division opposition, and after rather throwing away the game
against Royal London, bounced back with a great win in their fU'St home fixture on the southside pitch. Many thanks to the cricket
club for the use of their facilities for the A's. The knock-on goalkeeping crisis meant that Colesie was once again between the sticks for
the visit to Premier Division big guns, Tollesbury, but they will be delighted to begin playing teams from their own level from this
week. Julian's back should have recovered by then.

200 Club winners in August were: no. 101, D.Gray £50; no. 136, A.Watson £25; no. 24, L.Lynch £20. The competition continues to
raise about the same for the club as the prize money, and | thank everyone for their continued support. Next draw 30 Sept in the club-

house.
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Tues
Tues
Tues
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Fri
Sat
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Sun
Mon
Mon
Mon
Tues
Tues
Tues
Tues
Fri
Sat

3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
6th
7th
10th
11th
12th
15th
16th
16th
16th
17th
17th
17th
17th
20th
21st

DIARY FOR OCTOBER 2006

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Outside the Plough Inn
W.1. AGM, p. 23

RECYCLING, Aingers Green

AUTUMN SALE, Gt Bromley Village Hall, p. 8
BENTLEY BEARS, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church
MOTHERS’ UNION, Quiet Time, Lawford Church, p. 4
COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10am, p. 3
RECYCLING, Gt Bentley

COUNTRYSIDE DAY/FARMERS MARKET, p.23
ART CLUB, Village Hall

GREAT BENTLEY FARMERS MARKET, 2-4pm
HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 23
LADIES INDOOR CAR BOOT, P. 32

MAGAZINE DEADLINE

BLOOD DONORS, Brightlingsea, p. 7

QUIZ NIGHT, Memorial Hall, Frating, 7.30pm
MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Outside the Plough Inn
RECYCLING, Aingers Green

CLACTON STROKE ASSOCIATION CELEBRATIONS, p.8
GARDENING CLUB, 8pm, Village Hall, p. 23
RECYCLING, Gt Bentley

BIG BRA CHALLENGE see p. 10

Sat 21/Sun 22 APPLE WEEKEND, GT HOLLAND, p. 31

Tues
Thurs
Sat
Tues
Tues

Tues

24th
26th
28th
31st
31st
31st

ART CLUB, Village Hall

BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, 9-1pm
RBL Table Top Sale, Village Hall, 2.30pm
RECYCLING, Aingers Green

HALLOWEEN PARTY, p. 15

ART CLUB, Village Hall



Village Information

St Mary’s Church
VICAR:

Rev’d. Canon Bernard Metcalfe
The Vicarage, Moors Close - 250476

CHURCHWARDEN:
Peter Allington
Poplar House, Station Road - 251086

CHURCHWARDEN
Nicky Justice
16 Cherrywoods - 251474

TREASURER:
Graham Thornton
St James, Thorrington Road - 250777
252221 (Office)

CHURCH VERGER:
Rita Baverstock
Stonybroke, Station Road - 251271

CHOIR TRAINER & ORGANIST
Penny Metcalfe
The Vicarage, Great Bentley - 250476

LAY READER:
Wendy King
17 Larkfield Road - 250852

PCC SECRETARY:
Rita Coles
3 Wents Close - 251506

STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY:
Jean Acutt
60 Birch Avenue - 250880

TOWER CAPTAIN:
Roger Carey-Smith - 250521

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Linda Hayes
Ivy Lodge, Frating - 250207

BENTLEY BEARS:
Carole Allington
Poplar House, Station Road - 251086

SEEKERS:

Wendy King

17 Larkfield Road - 250852
MOTHERS’ UNION:

Myrtle Clayton
33 Larkfield Road - 250725

VESTRY ROOM BOOKING SECRETARY:
Carole Allington
Poplar House, Station Road - 251086
or ring Church Verger

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR/ADVERTISING/ DISTRIBUTOR:

Mary Maskell
Caldew Cottage, The Green - 250524

METHODIST LAY WORKER:

David Bavister
2 Richmond Drive, Clacton-on-Sea - 01255 427874

DOCTOR’S SURGERY:
Drs Steiner, Cavenagh, Hunt, Letton & Bhatti
The Hollies, The Green - 250691

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Mrs D. McMillan

“Pendee”, Weeley Road, Aingers Green
Home visits - 251773

POLICE:

Clacton 01255 221312

CSO Sarah Filer 07798 602268
PC. Hughes 07967 466876

PARISH COUNCIL:

Chairman - Jonathan Hills

Grange Farm, Heckfords Rd, CO78RR - 798666
Clerk to the Council - Janet Bloomfield
Correspondence to: The Clerk, Community Resource Centre,
Village Hall, Plough Road, Great Bentley, CO7 8LD
Telephone - 256410

TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCILLOR:

Robert Taylor

“Dominica” Moors Close - 250087

TENDRING RURAL WEST

Derek Robinson

Brentor, Brightlingsea Road, Thorrington, CO7 8JH
01206 250557

GOOD NEIGHBOURS TRANSPORT:

Dreena Williamson - 250679 or if unavailable

Deputy: Anne Giriffiths - 251605 (evenings & weekends only) or
Dennis Curry - 251717

MEDICAL AIDS:

Sylvia Adams 250160 or Norman Fuller 251137
TENDRING FURNITURE SCHEME,

Rocket House, Gorse Lane Industrial Estate, Clacton:
01255 476068

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS:

Shelley Pizzey, 5 Keeble Court - 252385

VILLAGE HALL DAYTIME KEYHOLDER

Sharon Smith 250471

VILLAGE HALL NUMBER - 251603

METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS:

Robert & Janet Taylor

Dominica, Moors Close - 250087

GT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL - 250331

COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL - 303511

VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER:

Heather Taylor,

Granville, Plough Road - 251004
COLCHESTER HOSPITALS: 01206 747474

CLACTON & DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 01255 201717
FOOTPATH REP:
Dave Kirby 250585

VILLAGE CARETAKER
David Tyler - 251095

DONATIONS FOR ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE
Judy & Alan Bishop - 23 Cedar Way, 251702

CATS CRADLE Beryl Gilbert - 250995

Cover produced by Burdett Industries: 01206 252359



