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Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor 
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views 
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any culpability 
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

 2006 

EDITORIAL 

 
After the prolonged cold spell of weather the 
optimistic forecasters prophesied a spring display 
that would take our breath away.  Well I don’t 
think that anyone could have failed to be 
impressed by the blossom and flowers in the 
gardens or the wonderful primroses in the 
ditches.   
 
A bit of warm sunshine soon put a smile on 
everybody's faces and an extra wide smile on 
mine when my husband told me that he had just 
seen his first swallow of the year on the 1st April. 
We rushed off to the top of Holly Bush Hill so that 
I could see it too.  Two weeks later and there are 
now 5 “regulars” swooping and chattering over 
the stables and fields and two over the Green 
giving a real feeling that spring has truly arrived. 
 
As you will read on page 11, the time has almost 
arrived for the Calor Gas “Best of the Past Ten 
Years” and preparations are well underway for 
the presentation.  It is also time for the Best Kept 
Village judges to visit and give their verdict on 
Great Bentley.  Everywhere has been looking so 
pretty of late and litter free so it is up to all of us 
to keep it that way, not just for the competition but 
purely because of the pride we take in our 
community and environment. 
 
The children have started their cricket coaching 
again and the number of budding Beckams 
seems to increase every week at the youth 
football sessions.  The permanent goal post was 
erected on the Southside in time for the Easter 
holidays and has proved an instant success.  It’s 
great to see the green being used to full 
advantage.  Here’s hoping for a lovely warm 
month of May to gladden the hearts of young and 
old alike.  
 
MARY MASKELL 
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DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE  MAGAZINE 

MONDAY 15th MAY 2006 
ALL  material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524 

Please mark all material  - “Parish Magazine” 

 
e-mail:  Carole@pncallington.co.uk  - Subject:  Parish Magazine 

 
The Great Bentley Parish Council website is:  www.g reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

Dear Friends, 
. 

The Church has a check-list for action called the Five Marks of Mission. These are: “Tell, Teach, 
Tend, Transform and Treasure.” I’ve been comparing them with the list of jobs on my desk. It’s 
encouraging to see where they match up. 
 
“Tell” means “To proclaim the good news of the Kingdom.” In our worship over Easter, we have been 
calling people’s attention to the love of God revealed in the cross and resurrection of Jesus. Every 
Sunday celebrates his new and eternal life at work among us.  
. 

“Teach” means “To teach, baptise and nurture new believers.” This is not just about our work with 
children. The whole of life is about learning and growing. Young people and adults will soon be 
joining a short and informal preparation course for Confirmation. Why not ask me about it?  
. 

“Tend” means “To respond to human need by loving service and “Transform” means “To seek to 
transform the unjust structures of society.” Christian Aid Week from 14th to 20th May will bring both of 
those into sharp focus. Loving action speaks louder than words. 
. 

“Treasure” means “To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth.” This isn’t easy to grapple with. Of course, there are bins for recycling plastic, glass etc. 
I’m glad that my whole filing system is based on reused A4 envelopes. It’s good too that our 
churchyard is a haven of peace for wildlife as well as people. It’s also a focus for some important 
conservation work.  
. 

But the thing I’m really exercised about at the moment is obsolescence. Manufacturing large 
consumer items uses a lot of the earth’s energy and resources.  So it makes green sense to keep 
them going for as long as possible. It was good for my bank balance and for the planet that my old 
cooker and washing machine each lasted 14 years. This astonished the salesman who sold us the 
new ones last month. It seems that most people like to change them much more often. So 
manufacturers don’t make them to last like they did. What a waste! Maybe, on a Vicar’s salary, I’m 
making a virtue of necessity but I’ve made a resolution to keep such things going for as long as 
possible before I have to replace them. Does that make sense to anyone else in this throw-away 
age?     
. 

 With all good wishes,  
  Bernard Metcalfe (Church of England Vicar) 
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GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

We welcome you to worship with us during May.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
May 7th  Donald Flatman from Frinton 

May 14th  Robert Taylor 

May 21st  Rev Ron Redman Sacrament 

May 28th   Rev Roy Carter 

 
                              Events in May 

 
Luncheon Club 2nd, 16th & 30th May 
If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club  
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see if  
you enjoy the meal and company before you commit  
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged  
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church. 
 
Coffee Morning Friday 5th May      10am to 12 noon 
For Wildlives and Home Missions. 
  
Christian Aid Week 14th to 20th May. Collectors will  
be coming to all the roads in Great Bentley. If you can  
help collect please let the Stewards know. 

Bentley Players, We welcome the annual village play to  
our hall during the week 14th to 20th May 

Advance notice of our united Service on the Green on  
the 18th June at 3pm 
 
Each week the following events are held at our Church  
ring these numbers for more information 
 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 

Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 

Junior Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.  
For children in school year 3 and older.  
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH  

Seekers every Monday during term time - 
Church Vestry Room 3.30-4.30pm 

Belling Ringing practice every Monday - 7.30pm 

Choir Practice every Thursday - 7.30pm 
 
Mon 1st    3.30pm No Seekers on Bank Holiday 
Tue 2nd   7.30pm Deanery Synod at Little Clacton 
Wed 3rd     10.00am Holy Communion 
  2.15pm BENTLEY BEARS 
Thur    4th  10.00am Archbishop Rowan Williams 
     visits Chelmsford Cathedral 
 
SUN. 7TH   FOURTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
  3.00pm Public Baptism 

Wed 10th    10.00am Holy Communion 
Thur 11th  8.00pm PCC in the Vestry Room 

 
SUN. 14TH     FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK BEGINS (14 TH – 20TH MAY) 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist for all the Church  
    Family 

Wed. 17th     10.00am Holy Communion 
Thur    18th  7.15pm Archdeacon’s Visitation 
Sat 20th  2.00pm St Mary’s Church Summer Fair 
 
SUN. 21ST      SIXTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 

Wed. 24th     10.00am Holy Communion. 
 
THUR 25TH   ASCENSION DAY 
  7.00am Hymn Singing from the top of the  
    Church Tower, followed by  
    breakfast in the Vestry Room 
  7.30pm Sung Eucharist 
 
Sat 27th  2.30pm Wedding 
 
SUN 28TH    SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Word and Worship Service for all  
    the Church Family 
 
Mon 29th No Seekers - Bank Holiday 
 
Wed 31st  10.00am Holy Communion 
 
 
 



MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
This month we shall meet on Thursday 11th May 
when a guided tour of St Osyth Church has been 
arranged; followed by lunch (if required).   
 
We have been invited to share in the service of Holy 
Communion at 10.00am.  Please let me know as 
soon as possible if you would like to come. 
 
EVERYONE will be most welcome - for the whole 
morning or part of it. 
 
On Saturday 20th May at our Summer Fayre we 
shall be helping with the preserves and cakes stall.  
Contributions will be very gratefully received.  Thank 
you. 
 
Please pray especially for our links in Myanmar 
(Burma) and all people living in troubled countries. 
 
Myrtle Clayton 

 
SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 

 
Sunday 7th May - 4th Sunday of Easter 

Sidespersons - Jean Acutt & Mary Beard 
Intercessions - Wendy King 
 
Sunday 14th May - 5th Sunday of Easter 

Sidespersons - Wendy Smith & Karen Williams 
 
Sunday 21st May - 6th Sunday of Easter 

Sidespersons - Ben & Hilary Harris 
Intercessions - Nicky Justice 
 
Thursday 25th May - Ascension Day 

Sidesperson  - Nicky Justice 
 
Sunday 28th May - 7th Sunday of Easter 

Sidespersons - Chris Aplin & Carol Kerridge 

 

 
COFFEE ROTA 

 
7th Graham & Auriol Thornton 

14th Rita Coles & Audrey Meaden 

21st Sybil Luck 

28th Nicky Justice 

 

CLEANING ROTA 
6th Penny Buchan 

13th Janet Strutt 

20th Sylvia Adams & Dreena Williamson 

27th Wendy Smith & Karen Williams 
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BAPTISMS 
 
26th March 
Finn Joska Holland 
 
7th May 
Walker Bradley Joseph Louth 

 
 

   WEDDING 
 
     27th May 
     James Kelly and Sarah Goss 

 
 

FUNERALS 
 
24th April John Nicholl 

25th April Elsie Handley 

27th April Sylvia Harper 

2nd May Mary Lord 

6th May Dick Holmes 
  (Burial of ashes at St Mary’s  followed 
   by Memorial Service  12 noon - actual 
  funeral  at Jersey Crematorium 20th  
  April) 
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WENDY WORBOYS 
 
Thank you from Peter Worboys and family.  £361 was 
sent to Cancer Research. 
 
 
THANK YOU to Pat and Luke (Berriman). 
The Evergreen Friends would like to thank you for 
your kindness and hard work over the last 38 years in 
organising the Annual Coffee morning at your house.  
Your efforts to raise funds for the club have been very 
much appreciated. 
 
ANIMAL BEDDING 
The bedding store at the Colne Valley Animal Rescue 
Centre has been replenished once again as suitable 
items have continued to be donated by the kind 
readers of this magazine.  Judy and I have also been 
able to take a car load of blankets, towels, duvets, 
sleeping bags, bedcovers, curtains etc. along to the 
Greyhound Trust at Little Totham, where they were 
most gratefully received.  Thank you all very much. 
 
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702 
 
Thank you for all the cards, good wishes and prayers 
while I have been poorly. 
 
Peter Nunn 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mum and Dad 
Congratulations on your 

Golden wedding Anniversary 
May 19th 

All our love and best wishes 

Ray, Trish, Anjie, Andi, Pete, Alison, 
Stephen, Dave, Felicity, Dan, Ben, Jamie, 

Laura, Gabbie, Jake and Lucy 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 
 

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY 
on the 15th to probably (sorry Carlsberg) 

the best landlords Great Bentley 
ever had. 

 
Cheers Mate 

2 Draught Guinness Drinkers 

 
HAPPY 16th BIRTHDAY 

 
SARAH 

 
Lots of Love Mum and Dad xx 

 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY 4th BIRTHDAY 
 

AUSTIN HOOPER 
on 27th May 

 
Lots of Love 

Mummy, Daddy and Marni 
XXXX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY 
 

DEN EAVES 
 Have a lovely day 

May 15th 
 

Lots of love from 
Jan, Graham, Michael, Jackie, Tracey, 

Terry, Peter and Alicia 
and grandchildren 

Chris, Paul, Dawn, Aaron, Eddie, Steph, 
Mat, Sam, Elli, Lauren, Stuart and Warren 

and 1 greatgrandchild on the way 
 

xxxxxxxx 
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Jumble Sale  
We raised £240 so many thanks for all your donations and supporting us on the day. 
 
 
Pampered Chef Evening - Tuesday 4 th July 7pm 
This is unusual fundraising event, which is open to everyone. 
Watch a Kitchen Consultant in action, demonstrating tools that make cooking quick and easy. 
Further details to follow. 
www.pamperedchef.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacancies 
Currently Debbie Hesketh is running the Rainbows  almost single handedly, and we need parents to help  maybe 
on a rota basis or maybe you could offer more of a commitment and become an Assistant leader or Adult helper 
(full training is given). 
Please call Debbie on 01206 250985 if you feel you could be of any assistance. 
 
We still  haven’t filled the vacancy for the committee secretary , it is vital we fill this role within the next month, if 
anyone can assist please speak to your leader or alternatively please join us at the next meeting. 
Also we are still looking for more parents on the committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Committee. 
 
Jan Bovingdon-Scout Leader , Liz Bennett-Beaver Leader , Juliet Pettitt-Beaver Leader  
Barbara Fookes-Guide  Leader , Karen Bovingdon-Cub Leader , 
Matt Bovingdon-Explorer Scout Leader , Nean Powell-Brownie Leader , 
Deborah Hesketh-Rainbow Leader  
& the parents Sally Woodwood-Cubs , Gary Fairclough-Beavers , Daniella Morgan(Treasurer)-Rainbows , 
Wendy Berry-Cubs . Jackie Plummer-Cubs, Kim & Karen Monger-Cubs,  Keith Field (Chairperson)-Guides , 
Wendy Crowson-Cubs , 
Maria Pagram-Guides.  

SCOUTS Dates for your diary 

7th May (Sun)-Strawberry Fair 

4th July (Tues)-Pampered Chef Evening 

9th Sept (Sat)-Barn Dance 

Strawberry Fair -  
Sunday 7 th May 2-4pm 

Fun for all the family…please join us.   
We will be selling Cream Teas, and there will be a BBQ, bouncy castle,  

stalls and games.  
We would like donations for the tombola/raffle and cake stall. 

 



RECYCLING  
FOR MAY 

 Aingers Green 

 Wed 3rd (Bank Holiday 
 Tuesday  16th 
 Wednesday 31st (Bank Holiday) 
 Great Bentley 

 Saturday 6th (Bank Holiday) 
 Friday 19th  
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
LOWER PARK ROAD 

 
THURSDAY  
MAY 25th 

9.00am - 1.00pm 

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
HOPPER BUS 

MONDAY - FRIDAY  
COST £5.50 RETURN 

 
Village Hall   9.37 11.57 15.17 
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38 
 
Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55 
Village Hall   10.38 13.58 16.18 
 
If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County 
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but 
please state this when you book your place. 
 
Please ring 01255 436 962 
 

 
MOBILE POLICE UNIT 

 
Tuesday 2nd May 
Tuesday 16th May 

10.50am to 11.45am 
Outside the Plough Inn 
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BLOOD DONORS 
 

CLACTON 
St Andrews Hall, St Andrews Rd 
Sun 7th May  10.15-12.30:  14.00-16.15 
BRCS Hall, Hayes Rd 
Thurs 18th May 13.00-15.30; 16.45-19.15 
 
COLCHESTER 
St Johns & Highwoods Comm Cnt 
Fri 5th May  14.00-16.00; 17.00-19.30 
Colchester Townhouse, East Stockwell St 
Fri 19th May  14.00-16.00;  17.00-19.15 
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 Community Money Marketplace  
on Thursday 25 May 2006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking for money to keep your group going and 
wondering where to begin? Need some help moving 
your voluntary organisation forward into the future? 
Got an idea for a new community project? 
 
There is money out there for voluntary, charitable and 
community based organisations - but where to start? 
Find out what's on offer and how you can get hold of 
it, at the Community Money Marketplace on 25 May 
2006 from 1-5pm at the high tech (and beautiful!)  
Ashcroft International Business School, Anglia Ruskin 
University, Rivermead Campus, Chelmsford. 
 
Wander through a Marketplace of funders  and 
explore all the options available. Find out where to go 
for help and support. Network with decision makers 
and meet some National experts.  And attend one of 
over a dozen different workshops , all designed to 
improve your organisation's chances of future 
success. 
 
Whether you're into sport, the environment or the arts 
- whether you provide a service to the young, older 
people or those with a particular need - whether you 
want to develop a new idea, revitalise a tried & tested 
project or build on the success of an existing 
organisation - 
 
there's something for everyone!  
 
This is a free event for voluntary, community groups, 
charities and social enterprises - in fact all who serve 
the community - across Essex.  Look out for posters 
giving more information about this event, or find out 
who'll be exhibiting, who you could be meeting, and 
the newest workshop topics at: 
www.communitymoney.ik.com  
 
 
 

        FREE OFFERS 
 

A two-seater Sea Going Canoe.  
Canvas construction 
 
 
Also a rather heavy two piece ladder. 
 
Ring: Dave Kirby 250585  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is Chi Energy?  
 

This is a question that crops up regularly at the 
Studio with many people thinking it to be some sort 
of magical power enabling us to perform feats of 
super-human strength. This is far from the truth and 
one can only assume they have watched too many 
‘kung fu’ movies! Chi energy is the energy that runs 
through the body when we are relaxed. This can feel 
‘super-human’ sometimes, especially by those who 
have relied on physical strength for many years.  
 
I like to compare ‘Chi’ energy to the strength 
portrayed by animals and babies. Watch a cat stalk a 
mouse, it catches its prey with lightning speed and 
immobilises it very quickly with not a flexed muscle 
in sight. Have you ever tried to push a cat off its 
favourite chair? It is almost as if he has melted into 
the fabric and you really have to use more force than 
should be necessary. This is because animals have 
no perception of strength or muscle. The same can 
be said of babies  – let a baby hold onto your finger 
and feel how hard you have to pull to release it. The 
baby has no knowledge of muscular strength yet for 
its size has a vice-like grip. Have you ever been 
knocked over by a toddler running full pelt into your 
legs? By the time you have realised what is 
happening it is too late because the softness of the 
‘assault’ hasn’t let your body acclimatise to the 
‘attack’. Also babies have that uncanny knack of 
sometimes stiffening up when you are trying to dress 
them. Their joints become impossible to bend and 
yet if you were to feel the muscle it would be totally 
relaxed. On the other hand when they don’t want to 
be picked up they go limp and almost slip through 
your hands like water down a plughole! All the above 
are examples of ‘Chi’ energy brought about by the 
relaxing of the mind and body.  
 
So, there you have my interpretation of ‘Chi’ energy.  
 
If you are interested in joining a Tai Chi class at the 
studio please call me (Dave Allen) on 01206-
255007/820321 or mobile 07734-982438 or e-mail 
daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk 
You can also check out my website 
www.taichi4all.co.uk 
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FRIENDS OF THE GREEN 
 
Spring is here …..Great Bentley Green begins to 
shimmer (just a little!) in the sun light, the birds 
chatter and sing, early flowers brighten dim corners, 
children play later, people find time to smile and the 
village seems an even nicer place to be. 
 
Spring   heralds the start of the season on the green. 
The Carnival, the Village Show, the Wednesday 
night motorbikes, Cricket, the Fair etc all attract 
visitors to the village, who invariably remark how 
lucky we are to have such a lovely green. 
 
 We are very lucky and perhaps tend to forget that 
without  the little groups of volunteers from Bentley in 
Bloom, The Conservation Group and Friends of the 
Green, to name just three, the green would be a 
much less attractive feature of our village. So if you 
feel you are able to help in some way  and can spare 
a little of your time please contact one of the village 
groups. You will be made very welcome. 
 
 
Ben Harris.  

THE POWER OF THE  
HUMAN MIND 

 
How about this for a challenging piece for you.  At 
first glance it looks like muddle up text.  Don’t try to 
work out what it says, just read it as if you were 
reading a book.  The power of the human mind is 
quite incredible!  See if you agree. 
 
I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty 
uesdnatnrd waht I was rdgnieg. The 
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid 
aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde 
Uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr 
the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt 
tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be in 
the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl 
mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a 
porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid 
deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the 
wrod as a wlohe. 

PS.  Spare a thought for our proof readers!!! 
 
 
 
 

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION TENDRING DISTRICT GROUP 
 

MAY WALKS PROGRAMME 
 

Thurs 4th Rendlesham Forest 10 miles Leader: 01255 676989  Meet Visitor Centre Car Park 

Sun 7th Fordham Heath  10 miles Leader: 01206 504803 Meet Heath Rd Car Park 

Thurs 11th Clare (10.30 start)  11 miles Leader: 01255 677845 Meet Country Park Car Park 

Sun 14th Cattawade   10 miles Leader: 01255 506808 Meet Nature Reserve Car Park 

Thurs 18th Chelmondiston  10 miles Leader: 01206 397383 Meet Free Car Park 

Sun 21st Stisted (10.30 start) 8½ miles Leader: 01206 251319 Meet Stisted Church 

Thurs 25th Brightlingsea  5 miles Leader: 01255 861135 Meet Oyster Tank Rd Car Park 

Sun 28th Elmstead Market  12 miles Leader; 01206 230791 Meet Elmstead Car Park 
 

All walks commence 10.00am unless specified 

 

Local Rambler Contact No.   Sonia 251319 
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St  MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCH, GREAT BENTLEY 

MAY FAYRE 
 
 

Saturday 20th may 2006 
 

2pm—4.30pm 
 
 

Tombola 
Lucky Bug Dip 
Bouncy Slide 

Home Made cakes and jams 
Plants, Books, Raffle, 

Face painting, Ice creams 
 

Children Best Dressed Bug Competition 
 

Wild Life Trail with prizes on completion 
 

Martin Bagley 
the “Bug Man”  
will be bringing 

Tarantulas, Praying Mantis et al... 
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Calor Village of the Year 10 th Anniversary Awards 
 

Best of the Best Village 
 
Everything is ready for the judges’ visit on Monday  8th May 2006, at 2.30 pm. 
 
Please note that we have changed the venue to the M itchell Room and if you have a moment 
to spare we would be very pleased to welcome you to  the presentation. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has kindly offered help w ith the presentation, hopefully there will 
be a successful outcome, obviously I shall keep you  informed with progress. 
 
We would be very grateful for your help please: 
Sorry to keep on about it, and I know we all try ve ry hard, but if we could all help to keep the 
village looking at its best for the judges visit it  would be great. 
 
 
Lynda McWilliams 
On behalf of the Working Party 
Tel No 01206250732 
e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Best Kept Village Competition  
 
This competition is now well under way and here too the judges will be making their visit very soon, the first 
visit being in May. 
 
The judges for this competition will be marking out of ten each of the following categories: - Noticeboards (6 
points for information and 4 for condition) – Playing Field (The areas of the green used for this purpose) – 
Childrens Play Area – The Village Hall – Churchyard (the churchyard is also entered separately) - War 
Memorial – The Village Green – Village Shops – Public Houses – Village School – Telephone Kiosk – Seats 
and Benches – Garage – Commercial Premises. 
All these categories are judged for their outward appearance – the judges will not be wandering into any of the 
premises. 
 
Marks out of ten are also awarded for General Appearance.  This section includes Litter Control and provision 
of Litter Bins – The Pond – Footpaths and verges. 
 
Again your help would be very much appreciated by keeping the village looking at its very best. 
 
Lynda McWilliams 

 

 



Straight to the important bit this month with an up-date on our intrepid adventurer. Last time we heard from 
him, which was around 10th April, Dr Hunt was in Senegal, still safe and sound in spite of a few falls from his 
bike. He says that the Saharan sand is very difficult to ride through – hence the falls – but it does provide a 
fairly soft landing. He also admitted that he is missing home. I think that means his wife and children rather 
than patients and colleagues at the surgery though. In time terms, he is now about half way through his trip, 
which doesn’t seem possible. The time is going incredibly quickly. 
 
The main news here at the surgery is that Dr Steiner has finally set a date for retirement. I suppose 
we had been anticipating it really, so it was no great surprise when he told us recently that he will 
finish at the end of February 2007. We are about to advertise for his replacement who ideally will be 
full-time and, like Dr Steiner, have a special interest in diabetes. He or she will also, we hope, be keen to get 
involved with training new GPs which will take the strain off Dr Hunt a little. 
 
Talking of training, we have just heard that Dr Dewa, whom many people will remember, has now completed 
his and will very shortly be a fully-fledged GP. We don’t know yet where he will be working but everyone here 
wishes him every success. 
 
Last week, I was lucky enough to get a conducted tour of the new hospital and health centre at Harwich. It 
really is superb and seems huge. (The manager’s office must be nearly as big as our waiting room!) One area 
which is particularly impressive is the maternity suite which is light, airy and very well equipped. It even has a 
room which is going to be kitted out with a birthing pool. I’m sure it will help to make child-birth in Tendring a 
very much pleasanter and less stressful experience. 
 
On this subject, I’m not sure if all Mums-to-be realise that they can now make choices about their preferred 
antenatal care and eventual delivery options. From the start of pregnancy, ladies may choose to be looked 
after exclusively by the local midwives or by a GP, or they may opt for “shared-care” which means seeing a 
midwife and a GP alternately. Antenatal appointments can be here at the surgery or, when you are seeing a 
midwife, at one of the local hospitals. You may also choose where your baby is delivered (Harwich looks pretty 
good). When you come for your first antenatal appointment, please ask what options are available and you will 
be given full details. 
 
Whilst most of us are now eagerly looking forward to warmer, sunnier days, for some people this means a 
thoroughly miserable time as the hay-fever season starts. If you are one of the unfortunate sufferers, but can’t 
get to the surgery easily or don’t want to bother a doctor, it’s always worth trying your local pharmacist for help 
and advice. Many things that will help to relieve hay-fever symptoms are available without prescription and 
often for less than the cost of a prescription charge (£6.65 per item as of 1st April.) Hay-fever is just one of 
many things which pharmacists can help with, and they really are the experts on “over the counter” remedies, 
so it’s often worth trying them first for simple problems rather than going straight to the doctor. 
 
Staff at the Green Pharmacy have asked me to mention that they have recently started stocking a new range 
of aromatherapy products which are well worth a look (or a sniff!) They also mentioned that they are always 
willing to order items that they don’t routinely keep in stock if you can’t find what you need on their shelves, so 
please ask if you can’t see what you want. 
 
Finally for this month, congratulations to our long-serving (and long-suffering) Healthcare Assistant/
Receptionist Nikki, who is getting married in the next few days to Andrew Hartley. They have sneaked off to St 
Lucia to do the deed which sounds very romantic. All of us here hope that they are having a wonderful time 
and wish them a very long and happy life together. 
 
Hugh Cronin 
Practice Manager                                                                                    
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DONOR CARDS FOR PETS? 
 
It has been recently claimed by one of the major pet 
insurance companies in a recent survey that the 
majority of the UK’s 14 million pets could have their 
own organ donor cards within 10 years. The 
profession has elicited mixed responses to this, and I 
for one am extremely sceptical and unhappy about 
such ethical dilemmas. 
 
Apparently an overwhelming 82% of pet owners 
would consider letting their dog or cat’s organs be 
donated, while 84% would be grateful for their dog or 
cat to receive an organ to save it’s life. In addition 
87% claimed that they would like to see other pet 
owners carrying donor cards. This suggested that by 
2016 the proportion of pets with donor cards would 
outstrip humans with donor cards. 
 
Certainly increased veterinary technology and 
groundbreaking operations can make this feasible, 
but there is not only the expense involved but also 
the huge ethical issue of the donor animals. Three 
years ago the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
agreed UK guidelines for kidney transplantation in 
cats using a live animal source and set strict ethical 
guidance to ensure the highest welfare standards for 
both recipients and source animals. So far NO such 
operations have been undertaken. 
 
The complexity of organ-matching on a national scale 
and the fact that many animals involved in road traffic 
accidents are too seriously injured would suggest a 
donor card scheme as totally impractical. I suspect 
people will agree to anything in a survey if the 
question is worded to encourage response, and I 
think we all like the idea of trying to help someone 
else’s animal if our pet is terminally injured, but at 
present only a live donor will do for kidney 
transplants, and I for one would find it impossible to 
remove a kidney from an unconsenting animal, even 
if they are given full care afterwards by the new 
owner. 
 
So as for pet donor cards – I think a non-starter for 
this one, but then again I have been wrong…watch 
this space. 
 
MARK ALLINGTON 

FOR SALE 
 

IKEA WALL MOUNTED BABY CHANGER .   
Ideal if limited for space in your nursery.  Handy 
pockets for nappies/wipes etc.  All wipe down so 
easy to keep clean.  Hardly used. £20 
 
3 WHEELER TWIN OFF ROAD PUSHCHAIR.  
Navy/Black.  Comes with hood & shopping basket.  
Very light weight to push.  Ideal for twins or toddlers.  
Suitable from birth as seats recline.  Good Condition. 
£50 
 
RABBIT HUTCH.   
Solid Wood, will last for years.  Chicken wire front 
with door to side.  Would house 3-4 guinea pigs or 2 
bunnies/ferrets, etc.  Felted roof and on legs to 
prevent damp.  £10. 
 
ROVER 400 INTERIOR. 
Good condition, ideal if you need spares etc.  Come 
have a look!  £50. 
 
Telephone 01206 251615 for any of the above 
 
 
 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Band Concert, Saturday 6th May 
 
The Concert begins at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Please help us to support the Youth Orchestra and 
St Helena Hospice.  Tickets £5 each. 
 
Welfare 
 
One of our major functions is to support ex-service 
personnel and their families.  We work under the 
direction of the County Field Officer.  So far this 
year, the C.F.O. has arranged grants from the 
Welfare Fund of £125,000 to ex-service personnel in 
Essex.  Each case will have been dealt with by a 
case-worker who reports to the C.F.O.  The 
breakdown of household appliances (fridges in the 
summer, washing machines in the winter) can be a 
major problem financially.  We can help!  Grants can 
be made for food, household essentials, housing, 
repairs and maintenance, also funeral costs and 
mobility needs. 
 
The branch do not have a case-worker with up-to-
date qualifications.  Beryl Newell can help with 
advice, ring her on 250029 or the County Field 
Officer on 01245 348818.  We are governed by strict 
rules as to confidentiality and only the case worker 
and C.F.O. will be aware of your circumstances.  
Please make sure that anyone entitled to help knows 
about this service. 
 
Terry Newell 
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Wildlives 
Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre East Anglia 

Temporarily closed for admissions.   
If you need help, please ring the RSPCA on 08705 555999. 

 
Catkins’, Frating Road, Thorrington, Essex, CO7 8HT.  Tel: 01206 251174        www.wildlives.org.uk 

 
 

PLANS AFOOT FOR WILDLIVES’ FUTRE  
Wildlives’ closure has not been good for local wildlife, for the next nearest rescue centre is as far away as 
Thurrock.  One species of wildlife that has always suffered from the lack of rescue facilities in this area is the 
seal.  From Tilbury along the Essex coast to mid-Suffolk, seals and their pups come into conflict with man 
and need expert help to survive.  Injuries aside, dehydration and hypothermia mean these creatures need 
emergency life-saving treatment.  The nearest specialist centre is several hours away in north Norfolk.  Even 
with prompt transfers, the seals often do not survive.  Wildlives has submitted plans for a new short-stay seal 
and wild fowl unit, where seal casualties can be given emergency treatment before being transferred to 
Norfolk for long-term care.   
 
Last month, we reported that Rosie Catford was going into hospital to have a cancerous tumour removed.  
The operation went well and she is back on her feet again – although it will be a while before she can remain 
upright for more than ten minutes at a stretch.  Rosie will be readmitted to hospital every three months for 
further treatment and monitoring.   
 
LORENA TAKES TRIP TO CHINA 
Lorena Llorett, our long-term vet and acupuncturist, has advised on and treated some of the most difficult 
cases we have seen over the past few years.  She has treated Wildlives’ six rescue dogs – several of whom 
suffer problems as a result of their advanced age and the treatment they received before they came to 
Rosie.  Most recently, she has been treating them with electro-acupuncture.  Lorena has introduced us to 
other vets – including Ana Lapaz and, more recently, Jose Manuel Perales.  The Centre is indebted to her 
for the expertise she has brought, both her own, and that of others.  Although a qualified vet, Lorena is 
becoming an expert in the field of acupuncture, and has studied with professionals around the world.  She is 
off to Spain soon, and will shortly be flying to China to participate in the 2nd International Workshop of 
Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine.  We will be very sad to see her go, but hopefully, when she comes 
to establish her own practice, she will choose to do so in the UK.  Ana has recently moved to London, but 
she still works in this area, so we see her regularly.  Jose is enthusiastic about the opportunity of working 
with us, and we will be seeing a great deal more of him.  Having taken a course in marine mammal 
veterinary science, he is ideally qualified to assist and advise on Wildlives’ future plans. 
 
BRIGHTLINGSEA PRIMARY 
ur thanks to pupils at Brightlingsea primary school, who have raised in excess of £600 for the Centre.  We 
would like also to thank those pupils who participated in our wildlife competition.  The response was quite 
amazing.  Everyone scored over 80%: clearly, a lot of thought went into the answers.  The winners are 
Bryony Briggs, Ella Clarke, Brandon Parker, Tom Parker, Chloe Poynter, Erin Puttock, and Daisy Stone.  
Particularly impressive were the tie-breakers, in response to the question: why is it so important that we look 
after our wildlife?  Daisy Stone, aged 10, wrote ‘Because our world would be nothing without our animals’ 
and Chloe Poynter, aged 11, wrote, ‘Animals are a part of this world and we must care for them.’  If only 
more people were so aware of the importance of wildlife. 
 
PRECIOUS 
Wildlives’ little bald fox has finally been released.  Her fur had not grown back completely, but unfortunately, 
now is the moulting season for foxes, so it will be a while yet until she is fully covered.  We did wait for the 
weather to warm up, but it was imperative that she was returned to her territory before she became 
displaced. 
 
Fundraising  
Leon Woodrow recently gave a talk to the Beaumont over-60s club, on the Walton backwaters, and raised 
£25 for the new seal unit.  Also on the funding front, there will be a coffee morning at Great Bentley 
Methodist Church on Friday 5th May., 10am until 12am.  Half of all funds raised will go to Wildlives. 
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Carnival & Fete 
Just a reminder that Carnival time is fast approaching!  
Don’t forget the date – SATURDAY JUNE  24 th. 
 
Queen and Princesses : 
We now have our new Court for this year and they will 
be leading the procession at the Carnival. 
 
They are Sarah Keys (Queen) and Abigail Robinson 
and Georgina Wright.  We wish them a great year and 
please give them a big wave when they go by in their 
float which at the moment has to be refurbished due to 
the fire at the industrial centre where it was being 
stowed. 
 
Procession:  
Anybody wishing to join in the procession (please do – 
the more the merrier and noisier) contact me and I’ll 
sign you in.  No theme this year – so let your 
imaginations run wild!  Anybody that can loan a lorry/
trailer for people to ride on will be in our good books 
for ever! 
We are also desperately short of men to be at the road 
closure points.  We need a team of  8 people who can 
spare time between the start and finish of the 
procession.  If you would be able to do this, please call 
me and I can explain further.  This really would help us 
as we do get so short of man power for that one hour 
spell. 
 
Stalls:  
As usual, any volunteers to help with the stalls would 
be greatly appreciated as would the donations of 
cakes and books. 
 
Sponsorship:  
We are very lucky to have a sponsor of the day but if 
anybody else would like to sponsor some of our 
attractions, we would be very grateful.  To have three 
bands in our procession this year is costing £800 
alone so any help in this direction would be greatly 
appreciated.  We are also having a ‘Surf Rider’ as one 
of our smaller attractions, so lets hope for hot weather, 
don your cossies, slap on your sun tan lotion and see 
if you can stay on the surf board the longest! 
 
Bev Adams 
250 724 
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To be held at  
Great Bentley  

Methodist Church Hall 
 

Thursday 18th, Friday 19th and 
Saturday 20th May 2006 

 
Starting at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Tickets available from  

The Post Office 
 

Price £5.00 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Samuel French Limited 

FLAG RAISING IN MAY 
 

Monday 8th May 
 

V.E. Day - Peace in Europe Union Flag 
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HISTORY SOCIETY VIEWS 
A VERY SPECIAL BUILDING 

 
It is always a pleasure to hear a well-prepared talk 
where a speaker is able to demonstrate his full and 
detailed knowledge of a subject.  When, in addition, 
he is obviously a first-class photographer, he has the 
advantage of being able to illustrate in the most vivid 
way what he is describing.  It was this aspect that 
was most noteworthy in Mr Cyril Taylor’s most 
instructive lecture to the History Society this month, 
on the splendid building that is Lavenham Church. 
 
The construction of the church as we know it today 
was begun in the late 15th century and largely paid 
for by Thomas Spring, a rich wool merchant, though 
it was also very much at the wishes of the de Vere 
family.  As such, much of its decoration and stone-
masonry reflects the de Vere family crest and coats-
of-arms, though it is not known how much financial 
contribution was made by the 13th Earl. 
 
Its famous tower, 141 feet high, was the first part to 
be built, on the site of a much older church, of which 
only one window section remains.  Then, building the 
nave initially on to this latter section, they thereby 
allowed the tower to settle on its own for some years 
before joining the rest up to it in completion of the 
whole.  This masterpiece of forward planning has 
had the desired result that even today there is no 
sign of cracking where the nave joins the tower, as 
often happens due to uneven subsidence.  The 
newer part of the church, like the tower, is in the 
perpendicular style of that period, which had 
superseded the decorative style of the earlier 
building. 
 
The nave is constructed of limestone quarried in 
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire, so the expense 
to which the Spring family were prepared to go is 
very clear.  As Thomas Spring the third was the 
richest commoner in England he was able to devote 
huge sums to this particular example of the “wool-
churches” that are the great architectural result of 
this period of prosperity from the wool trade in East 
Anglia.  When Henry VIII later granted Spring his 
coat-of-arms it was incorporated into the masonry on 
the tower, appearing 18 times around the 
embattlements.  
 
With a series of accurate and sharply focused 
photographic slides, Cyril was able to show in fine 
detail the stone carvings both inside and out, 
together with the exquisite wooden fan vaulting and 
canopied ceilings, most of which are later additions 
to replace features destroyed during the Reformation 
and the Puritan regime.  Older features like the 
ancient font, however, are still noteworthy. 
 
So, given that the population of Lavenham at the 
time was no more than 1,000, what was the 
motivation to build such a magnificent edifice?  The 

answer, as the speaker explained, lay in the belief, 
inherent in the Catholicism of the time, that such 
works could purchase forgiveness for one’s earthly 
sins, and ensure a place in Heaven. 
 
Thomas Spring was granted a pardon by the Church 
in 1508.  As a devious money-maker who appears to 
have been ruthless in his commercial dealings he no 
doubt needed it.  The list of offences for which he 
and such men asked for forgiveness, even allowing 
for the ritual nature of such lists, shows the level of 
their immorality in business as well as everyday life.  
In his Will Thomas Spring left a huge sum, for two 
priests to pray for his soul “for ever more”.  He 
certainly seems to have had much to feel guilty of. 
 
By 1525, forty years after its first foundation, the 
church was completed as we see it today.  Many 
beautiful additions have since been made to its 
interior, like the carved wooden Madonna presented 
in 1982 by the “Friends of Lavenham Church”.  The 
chancel chapel, in respect to the members of the 
487th Bomber Group of the US Air Force who 
attended the church during the war, has an 
American flag permanently on display there, and 
some of them still visit. 
 
It is not possible in such space to describe in full 
detail we were able to see from the speaker’s 
pictures.  As a follow-up the Society visited the 
church on Tuesday 25th April and found it even 
more spectacular “in the flesh”. 
 
 
 

*   *   * 
 
 

Our daughter Janet recently completed a sponsored 
free-fall parachute jump from 10,000 feet to raise 
money for the Essex Air Ambulance. 
 
Due to the generosity of our friends and customers 
of Bentley Home Delivery Service Janet was able to 
raise over £1,200, and her only involvement with the 
Air Ambulance was financial. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Terry & Stephanie Sadler 
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GREAT BENTLEY 
GARDENING CLUB 
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Saturday 6th May 
 

10.00am - 12 noon 
 

VILLAGE HALL 
 

PLANTS - RAFFLE - TOMBOLA 
 

CAKES - REFRESHMENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD 
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7.30pm - Saturday 13 May  
Great Bromley Village Hall 

 
£3.50 per person - Teams of up to 8 

Please bring your own food and drink 
 

Pre-book your table by ringing  
Jenny Willson on 01206 252000 

 
Come and join the fun and help with the continued 

fight against a new settlement in West Tendring 
 

 

GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

Friday 5th May 
10.00am - 12 noon 

 
Proceeds to Wildlives at Thorrington  

and Home Missions 
 

Stalls: Competitions: Raffle: 

PLANT SALE 
 
 

Great Bentley 
village hall 

 
Saturday 13th May 

10am—12 noon 
 

with coffee 
bring & buy, books and cakes 

 
in aid of St Helena hospice 

 

Contributions of plants etc. 
 

very welcome 
 
 
 

Ring 250145 for more information 

WHAT’S  
ON 
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Peter’s 

Potterings 
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Peter’s 

Potterings 
BRING ON THE MAY 

 
Every year one of the sights that pleases the eye is 
the hedges being clothed in millions of little white 
flowers.  I found an interesting article about May 
blossom in a local paper whilst on holiday and 
thought you may be interested in it. 
 At this time of year the brightest blossom in 
our hedgerows is the Hawthorn, or May tree.  The 
amount of blossom depends on how a hedge has 
been managed: a hedge that was lightly flailed in the 
autumn will have a few shy flowers peeking out 
among the green, while a hedge that has not been 
cut for some years will sport spectacular billowing 
clouds of white blossom. 
 Hawthorn is not the earliest blossom in the 
hedgerow.  The blackthorn blooms earlier, its white 
flowers outlined against still leaf-less branches, in 
March and April.  By contrast hawthorn flowers 
against a backdrop of fresh green leaves, and is a 
sign that summer is truly on its way.  The old saying 
“Cast ne’er a clout ere May is out” almost certainly 
refers to the blossom not the month.  A clout is 
clothing and the phrase dates from the days before 
central heating when poorer people kept the same 
clothes on all winter! 
 Although we think of hedgerows as typical of 
the British countryside in fact they are relatively 
recent.  Most date from the enclosure acts of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, when new 
hedges were needed to demarcate the new fields.  
Hawthorn was planted as it establishes quickly - its 
alternative name is Quickthorn.  These enclosure 
hedges were usually single-species, other species 
only arrived by chance.  One way of roughly 
estimating the age of a hedge is to count the 
number of woody species in a 30m stretch.  Every 
additional species equals another 100 years of age. 
 In Medieval times hawthorn was a significant 
tree, frequently used as a boundary marker.  It is 
also the tree most often included in British places 
names: anywhere with “thorn” in its name refers to 
hawthorn. 
 Flowering time can be erratic, varying from 
year to year according to the weather.  In historical 
times flowering was earlier, in 1752 the calendar 
was revised, removing 11 days, so May began 
earlier.  Before then the Hawthorn is likely to have 
been in full bloom on the 1st of May, which was the 
Celtic festival of Beltaine.  This may account for the 
many pagan associations with the tree.  May 
garlands are part of the May Day festivities, bring 
happiness and fertility; May is also associated with 
the Maypole.  Hawthorn leaves often appear in the 
foliage around traditional ‘green man’ carvings. 
 

In many parts of the country it is considered very 
unlucky to bring may flowers indoors, as it may 
cause a death in the household.  The origins of this 
superstition are unclear, but some find the heavy 
aroma is reminiscent of death and decaying tissue.  
Certainly the heavy sweet-sour smell can be 
overpowering in a closed room. 
 As well as its pagan connotations hawthorn 
has many links with the Christian traditions.  The red 
berries, known as haws, are associated with blood, 
and hawthorn is a possible source for Christ’s crown 
of thorns.  The famous Glastonbury Thorn, which 
flowers at Christmas, is reputedly descended from a 
staff brought to Britain from the Holy Land by Joseph 
of Aramathia. 
 It is a tough, undemanding plant, and is well 
suited to garden hedges, forming a dense spiky 
barrier.  Planting hawthorn is also a great way to 
attract wildlife into gardens.  The blossom is a nectar 
source for bees and many other flying insects.  Like 
many other native tree species hawthorn supports a 
huge range of invertebrates, and these will in turn 
attract birds such as blue tits.  In the autumn the 
haws will be taken eagerly by blackbirds and 
thrushes.  Hawthorn is also a favourite nest-building 
site for many birds, the sharp thorns serving to deter 
predators. 
 
Peter Allington 
 
 

MAKE TIME FOR A HAIRCUT 
 

If you suffer from a lack of hair on your head, then 
perhaps a neighbour could oblige, or a pet dog or 
cat.  Hair makes a great barrier for slugs.  No matter 
how silky your locks, a slug will be reluctant to cross 
them. 
 
1 Instead of throwing away cut hair, collect it 

and sprinkle it around the base of your plants. 
2 The coarse texture of the hair will stop slugs 

getting through. 
3 Save some to reapply regularly. 
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PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING 
 

Want to help the Hospice? 
Here’s How! 

 
The Annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning in aid of 
St Helena Hospice, is on Saturday 13th May from 
10am to 12 noon, at the Village Hall (see page 17). 
 
We’d be very grateful for contributions.  Could you 
split up and pot up some perennials that have 
spread?  Could you spare a tray of bedding plants?  
Have you grown some extra runner beans or tomato 
plants? 
 
How about making something for the cake stall? or 
turning out some books?  Perhaps you are going for 
the uncluttered look and have some unwanted 
ornaments. 
 
All these things would be very welcome - and its for 
a very good cause. 
 
If you can help do please ring Barbara on 01206 
250145 - but above all -  come on the day. 
 
 
 
 

NORTH ESSEX CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION 
Great Bentley Branch 

 
Envy those 40-odd people who attended the recent 
“Call My Bluff” evening at the Village Hall!  It was 
generally agreed that it was a smash hit: a really 
successful and enjoyable event which made a profit for 
the Branch of over £300.  The Members of the Panel 
consisted of Bernard Jenkin, our ever-enthusiastic MP, 
Neil Stock, the re-elected Chairman of the North Essex 
Conservative Association and Matthew Patten, who as 
Vice Chair of the Association has responsibility for 
European Affairs.  Each one of them entered fully into 
the game, fibbing most convincingly as they gave their 
definitions of such obscurities as UMIAK, WAMPOM 
and FANTOD.  The teams had two minutes to make up 
their minds who they thought had given the true 
definition and by the end of the evening, two teams tied 
with six correct votes each and a play-off  “word” was 
introduced.  Again they tied so the winners were 
declared a draw.  The members of the Panel were 
rewarded with a “Frank Muir” Bow-tie each - and a bar 
of soap to wash their mouths out for telling such lies.  
So yes, it was a splendid evening’s entertainment. 
 
More socialising is promised in our next event when 
Bob and Olive Wright will be opening their beautiful 
garden at Moorlands for a Garden Party.  The date is 
Sunday, June 11th, tickets will be £6 each and the party 
will run from 3.30 to 6pm.  Booking for Members of the 
Association will commence in Mid May and open to the 
general public a week later.  Full details next month.  At 
that time of year there are always a great number of 
events being staged so please make quite sure that you 
have the Garden Party firmly entered in your Diary so 
that you don’t miss the chance to wander around Bob’s 
lovely garden and enjoy your Strawberry Tea in such 
congenial surroundings. 
 
Donald Walker 
Secretary 
 
 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

AN EVENING CONCERT 
WITH THE 

TENDRING YOUTH ORCHESTRA 
 

Saturday 6th MAY  
 

Time:  7.30pm 
 

Cost:  £5.00 per head 
 

in aid of St Helena Hospice 
and Branch Funds 

 
Great Bentley Village Hall 

 
Book Now 

 
Mr David Taylor 01206 251004 

 
Refreshments will be served in the interval 
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 NATURE NOTES  
 
 
 
 

A WING AND A PRAYER 
 
With great trepidation he leaves the French coast 
behind him and sets course for the white cliffs of 
southern England.  He has a light following wind that 
enables him to maintain a height above the slightly 
choppy surface of the English Channel of around 
200 feet.  He sees below him a ferry boat and 
turning to port he drops down and flies alongside the 
ship thus giving the passengers on board an 
excellent view.  Excitedly they point and wave but 
with his fuel reserves now running low he dare not 
risk another pass.  Steadfastly he sets off and soon 
he sees the red and white stripes of the lighthouse at 
Beachy Head.  As he does so his resources begin to 
give out and the wings start to shake.  With great 
fear he begins to drop down to meet the watery 
grave that awaits him.  With one final effort however, 
he manages to pull up over the cliff-tops and make 
his way inland relishing the fact that once again he 
has made that long, long journey.  As he flies 
onwards he gathers strength once more because at 
last he is home and for many people that day his 
arrival is also greeted with relief, for he is their first 
swallow of the year. 
 Throughout the world there are 146 species or 
so that make up the family of birds that we know as 
swallows and martins.  In Europe there are five 
species one of which is the familiar swallow (Hirundo 
rustica) which comes to breed in this country every 
spring.  Of the remaining four species two others, the 
sand martin and house martin, are both regular 
breeding summer visitors whilst the other two, the 
red-rumped swallow and the crag martin, reside in 
southern Europe and are rare visitors to this country. 
 With the exception of the sand martin, which 
tunnels into sandy banks to make its nest, all of the 
swallows and martins that visit this country are 
originally cave nesting birds which have, over time, 
capitalised upon man creating imitation caves in the 
form of farm buildings. 
 The swallow, now officially known as the barn 
swallow, is one of the creatures whose arrival we 
instantly associate with spring and whose departure 
signifies to us that summer is drawing to a close.  
Until comparatively recently little was known about 
the whereabouts of swallows in winter and even that 
great 18th century naturalist Gilbert White thought 
that swallows hibernated in the mud at the bottom of 
lakes and rivers.  This is because in late summer, 
just prior to migration, swallows often gather in large 
numbers to roost overnight in reed-beds.  In the 
morning they usually depart unseen because they 
lEAV 

leave before it is light, and so in years past 
naturalists would observe the birds going to roost but 
would not see them leaving.  Therefore they thought 
that the birds hibernated at the bottom of the lake.  In 
an enlightened age, we now know that British 
swallows spend their winters in southern Africa, 
making the 6,000 mile journey to here in spring and 
then repeating it as they return in the autumn.  
During the course of that journey many of them die 
as they face the challenges of that long trek 
especially when they cross the vast expanse of the 
Sahara Desert. 
 The first swallows usually arrive along the 
coasts of Britain in mid-March with the main arrivals 
from mid-April through to mid-May.  During the 
course of their stay two clutches of five eggs will be 
laid but in good years three broods may eventually 
be raised. 
 Despite the losses of many farm buildings 
there still appears to be a number of good nesting 
opportunities for swallows and so we may have to 
look at other factors that have caused a decline in 
the number of swallows.  Urban encroachment is 
one factor along with some loss of nesting places, 
but the one thing that determines the survival of our 
swallows is the important insect food.  However, with 
a succession of wet cool springs that we have 
experienced in the past few years and the continued 
use of agricultural and horticultural pesticides, it 
seems likely that insect populations will remain low 
in the future and so will the numbers of our swallows. 
 At this time of the year there will be ‘bluebirds 
over the white cliffs of Dover’ and they will be there 
for the foreseeable future, but the swallow laden 
overhead wires that prevailed before the advent of 
post-war modern day farming methods are a thing of 
the past.  Will our swallow be back from South Africa 
next year?  Unless we can find ways to provide 
enough food for our visiting insectivorous migrant 
birds there may come a time when they will not 
bother.  Let us hope that never happens, for the 
swallow is a typical bird of farmland and village life 
and when it goes part of our quality of life will go with 
it.  In the meantime however the swallows are 
coming, so why not brighten your day and give the 
first one you see a wave? 
 
Enjoy your local swallows 
 
Jeff Martin 



QUIZ NIGHT 
 
"Double Take" The answers to each question are a two word an-
swer. E.g. Which two cities were destroyed by fire and brim-
stone? - Sodom & Gomorrah. 
 

Questions  
1 What name is given to the art of skipping a flat object over calm water?  
2 Who were the parents of the Biblical king Soloman? 
3 Who were the parents of the twins Jacob and Esau? 
4 What did God first create in the beginning? 
5 What are the names of Princess Anne's children? 
6 Which two European countries, other than England, are ruled by queens?  
7 Which two metals are the main constituents of brass? 
8 What were the christian names of the Wright brothers? 
9 Which two drinks are mixed to make a black velvet? 

10 Which two fruits are crossed to make a clementine? 
11 The main asteroid belt orbits the sun between which two planets? 
12 Which two colours are associated with the river Nile? 
13 Who were the two rival gangs in the musical Westside Story? 
14 Which two books of the old Testament are named after women? 
15 Who were the parents of queen Elizabeth I? 
16 What are the two main ingredients of the Irish dish colcannon? 
17 Which two objects does the Statue of Liberty hold? 
18 When our telephones had letters, which two were missing? 
19 Which two countries merged to become Tanzania? 
20 Which two capital cities lie on the river Nile? 
21 Which two countries joined the EEC with England on 1st. Jan. 1973?  
22 Who were the two authors of the Communist Manifesto? 
23 Which two cities are at each end of the Grand Union canal? 
24 What are the two ingredients of a spritzer? 
25 What are the names of the two moons of Mars? 
 

Last months answers  
 1 Baby. 11 Bean. 
 2 Back. 12 Bear. 
 3 Bad. 13 Bed. 
 4 Ball. 14 Beer. 
 5 Banana. 15 Bell. 
  6 Bank. 16 Belly. 
  7 Bar. 17 Big. 
 8 Bare. 18 Bill. 
 9 Bath. 19 Bird. 
10 Battle. 20 Birth. 

21 Black.  
22 Blank. 
23 Blind.  
24 Block.  
25 Blood.  
26 Blow.  
27 Blue.  
28 Boat. 2 
9 Bob.  
30 Body. 

Wonderful response to last 
months quiz, with mostly 

all correct.  The winner for 
the fiver was Mrs Parker 
from the de Vere Estate. 

Congratulations 
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Forward Thinking 
 
By the time you read this, let us hope that this long winter is finally over and we can start thinking about meals 
eaten outside, fresh young vegetables and, indeed, lighter more delicate summer food. Well, I live in hope. 
Oddly enough, it is a difficult time of the year to write about seasonal food, the winter vegetables are over, yet 
the summer crop has not yet begun. Though of course, with modern methods of distribution and transport, we 
are not tied to seasonality as were our forebears. And on the subject of our ancestors, I came across a book 
on the shelves which I haven’t looked at for a long time, The Best of Eliza Acton  with an introduction by my 
favourite cookery writer, Elizabeth David. The recipes in the book are taken from Acton’s Modern Cookery for 
Private Families , published in 1845 and thus predating the more famous Mrs Beeton’s Household 
Management  by sixteen years. 
 
 Anyway, the section on vegetables is particularly interesting, for as David points out in the introductory 
paragraph to the chapter, attitudes towards certain vegetables have changed over the years. Lettuce, 
cucumber and tomatoes are all given as cooked dishes.  Lettuce for example, is boiled like cabbage; 
asparagus was common, whilst everyday vegetables such as cabbage, sprouts and onions rate only a single 
recipe each. The method for cooking cucumbers, À La Poulette sounds interesting, but as I haven’t tried it yet 
so I’m reluctant to pass it on. But I have tried cooked lettuce in a dish of peas, not, as it happens, a recipe 
given by Acton, but by Elizabeth David in French Provincial Cooking.  
 
To serve 4 people: take 1.35kilo (3 lb) unshelled weight of peas after shelling, place them in a saucepan with 1 
shredded lettuce heart (try little gem), a little salt and sugar and just enough boiling water to cover the 
vegetables. Cook until barely tender, and drain. Return them to the rinsed pan with a very large lump of butter 
and allow them to stew for a few minutes. Season with freshly grounded black pepper and serve as a separate 
course. I sometimes add a few spring onions, quartered lengthways when the peas and lettuce are stewing in 
the butter or some finely diced ham if I happen to have any to hand. 
 
Finally to return to Eliza Acton, I do like the following salad recipe she gives, and here I quote: 
 
 
“The Poet’s Recipe for Salad 
 
‘Two large potatoes, passed through kitchen sieve 
Unwonted softness to the salad give; 
Of mordent mustard, add a single spoon, 
Distrust the condiment which bites so soon; 
But deem it not, thou man of herbs, a fault, 
To add a double quantity of salt; 
Three times the spoon with oil of Lucca crown,  
And once with vinegar, procured from town;  
True flavour needs it, and your poet begs  
The pounded yellow of two well-boiled eggs; 
Let onion atoms lurk within the bowl,  
And, scarce suspected, animate the whole; 
And lastly, in the flavoured compound toss 
A magic teaspoon of anchovy sauce; 
Then, though green turtle fail, though venison’s tough, 
And ham and turkey are not boiled enough, 
Serenely full, the epicure may say – 
Fare cannot harm me – I have dined today.’ 
 
I urge you to try it, it is very good 
 
G.R. 
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HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Thursday May 11th 
Village Hall 

8.00pm 
 

Glen Jackson 
Wivenhoe Way Back 

 
 

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

 
A most successful meeting was held in the Village Hall on 
the 22nd March when we were entertained by The Scottish 
Dancers. 
 
We were treated to two displays, some of the displays 
being very intricate.  During the programme Club members 
were invited to join in the dancing which were of a simpler 
nature.  During the break Maureen Putman played the 
Bagpipes.  The meeting was very well attended.  Birthday 
posies were given to 10 members. 
 
Diary of Events for May 
 
Wed 24th Village Hall, 2pm, 46th Anniversary Tea Party 
  The Sapphires. 
 
Competition:     A Pretty Candle 
 
 

ART CLUB 
 

Tuesday 9th May 
Village Hall 

Painting for Exhibition 
 

Tuesday 23rd May 
Village Hall 

Painting for Exhibition 
 

Tuesday 30th May 
Village Hall 

Exhibition Preview 
 

W.I. 
 
At our April Meeting, we enjoyed a talk by Sue Leng 
about her participation (on two occasions) in the 
Mastermind Quiz on television.  She told us all about 
the preliminaries, the actual day of televising the 
programme and showed us several photographs; all of 
which was very interesting. 
 
The next meeting will be on May 2nd and will involve 
discussing Resolutions combined with a Social 
Evening.  We look forward to greeting visitors and new 
members. 
 
 
 
 

GARDENING CLUB 
Tuesday 23rd May 

Village Hall 

8.00pm 

Wild Flowers in the Garden 

Frances Mount 

 

 
 

 
 

 

BOWLS CLUB 
 

Our Bowls Club meets on Tuesday afternoons from 2pm - 4pm at the Village Hall.  The Club has been established for 
many years and we are a very friendly group who would welcome a few new members, male or female. 
 
Although we take the game seriously, we are not competitive in the true sense, so if you’ve never played before, don’t 
worry - we’ll show you how. 
 
If you would like to join us on a Tuesday for a couple of hours, please telephone our secretary Iris Hopkins on 250002 

 



Children’s  Page 
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Letter seen in a National Publication 
 
The other day, my granddaughter asked me how I 
felt about being old.  I was taken aback:  I don’t think 
of myself as old.  Seeing my reaction, she was 
embarrassed, but I explained that it was an 
interesting question. 
 
Old age, I decided, is a gift.  I’m now, probably for 
the first time in my life, the person I’ve always 
wanted to be.  Not my body -  I sometimes despair 
over that, but I don’t agonise for long.  I would never 
trade my amazing friends, my wonderful life and my 
loving family for less grey hair or a flatter belly. 
 
As I’ve aged, I’ve become kinder to myself, less 
critical.  I’ve become my own friend.  I don’t scold 
myself for eating that extra biscuit, for not making my 
bed or for buying that silly cement gnome (which 
looks so advant garde on my patio). 
 
I’m entitled to overeat, to be messy, to be 
extravagant.  I’ve seen too many friends leave this 
world too soon, before they understood the great 
freedom that comes with ageing. 
 
Whose business is it if I choose to read until 4am 
and sleep until noon?  I dance by myself to those 
wonderful tunes of the Fifties and Sixties - and if I 
wish to weep over a lost love, I will. 
 
I know I’m sometimes forgetful - but some of life is 
better forgotten, and I eventually remember the 
important things.  Over the years, my heart has been 
broken.  How can your heart not break when you 
lose a loved one or when a child suffers?  But 
broken hearts are what give us strength, 
understanding and compassion. 
 
I’m blessed to have lived long enough to have my 
hair turn grey and to have my youthful laughs forever 
etched in deep grooves on my face.  I can say ‘no’ 
and mean it.  I can say ‘yes’ and mean it. 
 
As you get older, it’s easier to be definite.  You care 
less about what other people think.  I don’t question 
myself anymore.  I’ve even earned the right to be 
wrong. 
 
So - I like being old.  It has set me free.  I like the 
person I have become.  I’m not going to live for ever, 
but while I’m still here, I won’t waste time moaning 
about what might have been or worrying about what 
will be.  For the first time in my life, I don’t have to 
have a reason to do the things I want to do. 
 
If I want to play games on the computer all day, lie 
on the settee and watch old films for hours, I have 
earned that right.  I have put in my time doing 
everything for others, so now I can be a bit selfish 
without feeling guilty. 

I sometimes feel sorry for the young.  They face a far 
different world from the one I knew growing up, where 
we feared the law, respected the old, the King and 
Queen, and our country.  I never felt the need to use 
filthy language in order to express myself.  And in any 
case, the young will also grow old someday. 
 
I’m grateful to have been born when I was, into a 
kinder, gentler world.  Yes I like being old ….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COACH OUTINGS 

 
 

Great Bentley Garden Club 
 

We are running a coach trip to Pensthorpe Gardens 
and Nature Reserve on Sunday 11th June, leaving 
Great Bentley at 9.30pm and the gardens at 4.00pm. 
 
The cost of the trip is £17.50 for non members. 
 
If you wish to know more or would like to join us, please 
ring Billie Soar on 01206 250438 and she will help you. 
 
 

*   *   * 
 

Friday 30th June 
 
Outing to Aldeburgh if fine, or Snape if wet, with lunch 
at Dunwich.  Leave Aingers Green at 9.20am and 
return for home at 4.30pm.  Pick-ups in the village 
Cost £13 (includes fare and lunch) 
 
If Interested contact Joye on 01206 250808 
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Cricket 

Cricketforce 2006 - Pavilion improvement 
weekend 

Cricket Club News 

If you were passing the cricket club during 
the weekend of the 8/9 April, you may have 
been wondering what was going on.  Well 
here’s the answer: 
Cricketforce 2006 
The club signed up to this nationwide initiative back in December of last year.  It is the 
biggest annual volunteering event in sport and Great Bentley was one of over 1000 
cricket clubs across the country to take part.  It was like “Goundforce” meets “Changing 
rooms” as the 24 volunteers cleaned, rubbed down, hammered, sawed, painted and 
sweated to make improvements and repairs to the pavilion and get ready for the coming 
season.  
What did we achieve? 
Please come along and see just what has been achieved in just two days with limited 
support but very willing and enthusiastic volunteers.   
Kitchen area - Cleaned,  refurbished, cupboards hung. 
Toilets - Refurbishment of both the ladies and the gents toilets.  This is phase one of 
converting the ladies toilet into a disabled facility in the very near future, disabled access 
to the club is also imminent and we hope to report the completion of the project in next 
months newsletter 
Electrical work - carried out by our resident qualified “Sparky”. New light fittings in the 
kitchen and social area, new sockets in the score box and the changing room and lots of 
other work to ensure that the club is safe. 
Scoreboard -  The old scoreboard, that has seen better days, has gone and a trial fit 
was carried out of the new electronic scoreboard.  The club has gone high tech with the 
automated board and the high visibility yellow numbers can be seen in Clacton on a 
clear day!   
Fencing - The posts have been erected for the panelled fence at the back of the club 
which hopefully will be completed shortly.  

Thank-you  - A great big thank-you to all the volunteers who came along, rolled 
up their sleeves and got stuck into making the improvements happen - without you it 
wouldn’t have happened and we are in your debt.   Everyone played their part  but I 
would like to personally thank Jeff Wright who took on the responsibility of leading the 
project and procured most of the material's.  Without his knowledge and experience the 
task would have been so much harder. 
What do we want now? 
We want  you to come along and share the facilities and atmosphere of the club, just 
give us a try next time you see the door open, if you like it, fill in a membership 
application and join the gang. 

Junior Coaching sessions have now 
started on the green on Thursday nights 
from 6pm -7pm, subject to the weather 
conditions.  The bar is open during this 
time so the parents can relax and unwind 
whilst the children enjoy the coaching 
session.  Senior practice sessions will be 
carried out in the nets at Colne 
Community College on a Wednesday 
night until early May.  There is also the 
facility of using the Bowling machine for 
fully paid up playing members who have 
carried out the training and are 
competent operators of the machine.   

Games in May 
1st Team 

Sun 7 May - Eight Ash Green 
H 

Sun 14 May - Bocking    A  

Sun 28 May - Gt Braxted   A 

Mon 29 May - Shalford   H  

2nd Team 
Sat 13 May - St Osyth H 

Sun 28 May - Gt Braxted H 

U 13’s 

Thurs 11 May - Copford  A 

Thurs 25 May - Copford H 

--------------- 
Transpor t 
for U13s 
As you are aware our under 
13’s fixtures start this 
month, could all parents 
who are able to provide 
transport to and from  the 
game please inform either 
Neil Morton or Pete Bodily 
as soon as possible.  The 
team will be selected on the 
4th May for the first match. 
Don’t get despondent if you 
are not selected  for the 
first game it is a long 
season and it is hoped that 
all squad players will play 
at least two games 
throughout the season. 

Sponsorship - Advertise on our 
Shirts, in our Fixtures Book or 
sponsor a match ball.  Contact 
any Committee members for 
details. 
Volunteers- If you want to help in 
our future projects please let one 
of the committee know what skills 
you have and where you can 
help. 
Membership - Social 
membership is just £5, fill in a 
form and join in the fun. 
 

 
Committee Members 

· Richard Morton 
· Pete Bodily 
· Peter Giles 
· Rupert Haxell 
· Michael Giles 
· Dave Davis 
· Tim Maskell 
· Len Clayden 
· Tim Jordan 
·  Jeff Wright 
· Neil Morton 
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BENTLEY IN BLOOM 
 

SAVE OUR POTS!!!  
 

As I sure you will all agree the pansies and 
polyanthus blooms have been very colourful this 
year (as well as the daffodils and other bulbs).  We 
are preparing for our summer displays but still have 
to think about next winter’s plantings.  We buy in 
pansy plugs then plant them into 3 inch pots or 6 
pack trays. 
 
These are expensive to buy so we ask anyone who 
buys their summer bedding in pots or 6 packs to 
think of us. 
 
Please save your 3 inch pots and 6 packs for 
Bentley in Bloom to use for the pansies, even the 
odd one or two will help. 
 
These can be left at Poplar House, Station Road or 
any Bentley in Bloomer: 
 
Dreena Williamson:  Sylvia Adams:  Mick Dorling: 
John and Jennie Moss. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
P.S. If anyone wants some polyanthus plants when 
we take out the winter bedding please give me a ring 
on 251086. 
 
Peter Allington 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO  
SEE GREAT BENTLEY 

FROM ST MARY’S 
CHURCH TOWER? 

 
We will be  singing from  

the Church Tower 

on Thursday 25th May 
at 7.00am 
to celebrate 

ASCENSION DAY 
 

This will be followed by  
breakfast in the Vestry Room 

 
If you would like to join us 

just turn up at 7.00am 
we would love to see you 

 
 

Sung Eucharist for Ascension Day 
Thursday 25th May 

7.30pm 
All welcome 

 

SEEN IN CHURCH NOTICES 
 

· This afternoon there will be a meeting in the south and north ends of the church.  Children will 
be baptised at both ends. 

 
· The service will close with “Little Drops of Water”.  One of the ladies will start quietly and the 

rest of the congregation will join in. 
 
· Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community. 
 
· Potluck Supper - Prayer and Medication will follow. 
 
· Don’t let worry kill you off - let the church help. 
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New PCSO 
Our new PCSO is Ms Filer and is now in training and later this month he will be based in the village 

on her own. When you see her please give her a welcome and let her know Great Bentley cares what 
happens. Let her know of your suspicions if anything untoward happens in the village. 

Policing 
          We have been notified that as from 17th April 2006 that Great Bentley will be covered by Weeley 
Police Office. The Sergeant is Sharon Wyatt and our new beat officer is PC Andy Hughes. PC Andy Hughes 
has a good knowledge of Great Bentley and has been working from Brightlingsea for the past four years, the 
previous five years he worked at Clacton. 
 Sergeant Hastings from Brightlingsea will still be supervising Wednesday evenings when the bikers 
are present. 

Premises License  
The premises License for the use of the Green for music and dancing has now been approved by 

Tendring District Council and allows these activities between 9.00 and 22.30. All groups wanting to use the 
Green where music and dancing or allied activities are involved will as before need to apply to the Parish 
Council at least three months before the event. The new terms and conditions will be given to them. A 
reminder is given that this license does not include alcohol or go beyond 22.30 and thus anyone running a 
bar or wanting to operate later in the evening will need to tell the Parish Council and if approved obtain a 
special license from Tendring District Council to operate. You will need to allow sufficient time to arrange 
this. 

Vandalism 
Recent vandalism has cost the parish £175 for the replacement of the litter bin on the Green adjacent 

to Station Road. If you do notice any damaged being done to Parish properties please notify the police. As 
you no doubt can appreciate the cost of the bins to replace are expensive and eventually reflects in the 
amount you pay for your local Council Tax. 

Railway Level Crossing 
 Concerns have been bought to the attention of Council regarding the upgrading to signalling on the 
Colchester to Clacton/Frinton line and the type of crossing gates that are to be used to replace the present 
wooden gates. 
 The Parish Council is concerned that to date no consultation has taken place regarding the changes and 
is taking this matter up with the relevant authorities. 
 
Please note:  The next Parish Council meeting is the Annual Meeting to be held in the Michael Wright 
Room on Thursday 4th May 2006 starting at 7.30pm 
 
 
  Robert Taylor  Chairman of the Parish Council 
Lynda McWilliams  Vice Chairman of the Parish Council    
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The Clerk, Community Resource Centre, Village Hall, Plough Road, 
Great Bentley, CO7 8LD         Tel 256410 

  
Village Caretaker 
David Tyler states that quite a few of you have reported items needing clear-
ing up after last months article in these pages. He has been pleased to receive 
these calls so don’t forget 66 Birch Avenue, or 251095, if you see any litter. 

Community Resource Centre 
A reminder that the new opening times are now:- 
Tuesdays 9.30 am to 12.40 pm Thursdays 2 pm to 7 pm 
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A BRICKWORKER’S COTTAGE 
 

My interest in the subject of bricks was first aroused when I had 
bought my present house at Flag Hill, Great Bentley, a semi 
derelict terraced house which had stood empty for three years 
and was in great need of repair.  My main interest however, 
was in the two acres of land which were attached to it as I was 
in search of the Good Life at the time, and this was all the funds 
would aspire to.  I had successfully applied for a repair grant 
and the Local Government Officer inspecting the house told me 
that the houses were not farmworker’s cottages, but for 
brickworkers, who had worked at a nearby brickworks, which 
had long since departed.  He pointed out that all the windows 
along the row were of different sizes and this was because they 
were second hand when the houses were built.  Apparently 
they were put up by a London builder who wanted a brickworks 
of his own as he had problems of supplies.  Whilst repairing the 
roof I discovered that this was probably true as the roof trusses 
had previously been door jambs in their former life, and judging 
by the enormous size of the lock keeps they must have been 
quite old even then. 
 In fact, the use of brick as a building material was more 
enthusiastically adopted in Essex than most other areas.  
Having no natural stone but plenty of clay, clearly explains why 
this was true.  In the brickmaking trade, as in many other 
aspects of life, Essex was heavily influenced by its massive 
neighbour, London.  Bricks for building in London were made in 
small brickyards which tended to follow the areas of London’s 
building growth expanding into Essex as in the rest of the Home 
Counties.  Their method of production was described as the 
‘soft mud’ process, which involved the mixing of clay and chalk 
to produce the yellow London Stock which was typical of 
London buildings. 
 In the nineteenth century industrialisation began to affect 
the brickmaking trade as it did in so many others.  Hand made 
bricks were replaced by wire cut bricks, a process originated in 
England which was to spread to the rest of the world.  However 
the real revolution began in the 1880s when bricks were made 
from a tough shale clay dug up at the village of Fletton, near 
Peterborough.  Geologically known as ‘Oxford Clay’ it existed in 
a deep band below the surface, stretching from Yorkshire to 
Dorset.  This clay contained oil, which meant that the clay itself 
actually burned whilst being fired in the kiln, saving 
considerably on fuel costs.  Equally important was the fact that 
it contained only 18% water, which meant that the newly formed 
bricks could be taken straight to the kilns without drying. 
 Thus the ‘Fletton’ industry was born.  There were 
problems of course.  The intermittent kilns were incapable of 
keeping up with the increased production.  Also, because water 
was extracted in the firing, vast amounts of smoke and fumes 
were emitted from the chimney-less kilns.  In 1881 a renowned 
wine merchant, James Bristow, who lived next door to one of 
these new brickworks, took litigation against the smoke 
nuisance.  As a result, a new continuous kiln was introduced, 
called the ‘Hoffman’ kiln, after its Austrian inventor.  These had 
a tall chimney, up to 400 ft in height, to take away the smoke.  
Because these kilns were continuous, they could keep up with 
production, and because they did not cool down they saved on 
fuel. 
 A successful London builder by the name of J.C. Hill, 
frustrated by scarce supplies of bricks decided to invest in the 
Fletton industry.  In 1889 he purchased a brickworks at Fletton 
for £6,500 and called it the London Brick Company.  From this 
humble beginning it was to grow to become the largest single 
brickmaker in the world. 
 In the early nineteenth century bricks became 
unfashionable as a finish to houses.  Being considered coarse, 
they were plastered or covered in various ways.  By the 1860s, 
however, there was a revival of interest which culminated in a 
boom in production in the 1890s.  An order of 10 million Fletton 
bricks for the building of Westminster Cathedral in 1898 marked 
a turning point for the Fletton industry, which could now 

compete with the London Stock brickmakers.  The problem 
always for the Fletton industry was that it had to be located on 
the ‘Oxford Clay’ belt, and by then much of the industry was 
located in Bedfordshire.  This meant transport costs, mostly 
railway, because the brickworks were generally located 
adjacent to the Great Northern Railway.  This left the London 
Brick Company, amongst others, susceptible to any increase 
in freight charges which would erode their competitive edge 
over the London Stock brickmakers.  This, coupled with the 
constant complaint of breakages due to ‘rough shunting’, 
caused J.C. Hill to state that he would give ‘his right arm’ for a 
canal to London.  There, red bricks had become more 
fashionable than buff ones.  Elaborate red brick houses in 
Kensington typified what became known as ‘Queen Anne 
Revival’ and was exemplified in the Prudential Building, 
Holborn, built in 1879.  Red bricks were in demand. 
 This brings us to the origins of the brickworks at Dines 
Farm, Flag Hill, Gt Bentley.  The first entry in the deeds to my 
house shows that Arthur Solomon Went bought the land in 
1880.  He was the son of a brickmaker, Solomon Went, 
based at East Donyland.  A.S. Went married in 1884 and 
moved to Great Bentley where he set up a new brickworks.  
He first appeared in Kelly’s Directory in 1866 as a brick and 
tilemaker.  In 1899 the entry is changed to A.S. Went, 
Manager, London Brick Co.  (Red facing bricks speciality, 
wire cut)  Returning to the Deeds we find that on 17 May 
1900 A.S. Went sold the property to John Cathles Hill (The 
founder of the London Brick Co.).  Mr Went never worked 
again and died in 1939 aged 82.  The London Brick Co. 
decided that the juxtaposition of the Great Bentley brickworks 
to Flag Creek, and thereby via the North Sea and the Thames 
to London, warranted investment in a modern brickworks 
using the latest technology.  Also, due to the iron content of 
the clay a red brick was produced, which was in demand as 
stated previously.  A new Hoffmann Kiln was installed with a 
tall chimney about 150 fit. high.  The existing Flag Wharf was 
used to dispatch bricks to London by sailing barge.  J.C. Hill, 
a philanthropic nonconformist, built 32 cottages for his 
workers, which were named Hill Cottages after him. 
 A series of price wars between competitors began 
which caused prices to drop from 22s. per 1,000 in 1896, to 
8.s6d. per 1,000 in 1908.  Wages dropped resulting in strikes 
and inevitable bankruptcies.  On 21 May 1912 J.C. Hill was 
declared bankrupt.  In 1916 the Plant and Machinery at the 
Great Bentley Brickworks was sold by auction.  The freehold 
of Dines Farm, and the land, constituting 64 acres was sold.  
J.C. Hill had ensured the survival of the London Brick Co. by 
forming London Brick Co. Ltd in 1900.  He was working to 
discharge his bankruptcy when he died in 1915.  By 1899, 
J.C. Hill, who left his native Dundee to find his fortune in 
London at 21, had come to be regarded the leading 
brickmaker in the country, by the age of 40. 
 
A resident from Hill Cottages, Flag Hill 
 
We will be passing by these cottages on The Beating  of 
the Bounds on September 23rd 2006. 
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GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Years 5 and 6 had a rather unusual task for their homework last term.  Instead of weekly tasks they were given a 
project to last the whole term, which had to be completed by 31st March.  The topic was Settlement and the 
completed project was to compare Great Bentley past and present.  Suggestions were given as to how this work 
could be completed and how information could be accessed. 
 
Mrs Caffull and Mrs Turner, the class teachers involved, invited me to speak to the children and I was able to 
compare some photographs of the village past and present.  The children were really interested and whereas 
history was maybe considered rather dull these students appeared to find it quite inspiring.  They were really eager 
to find out how the village had changed and for what reasons.  I was asked to return at the end of March to judge 
the final projects. 
 
I have to say that I was terribly impressed by the books that the children had produced.  The covers varied from a 
replica windmill to multi-images of our village.  Each project was produced with an individual element often 
reflecting the specialised knowledge or interest of its creator.  It has to be said that the Internet had played a large 
part for some, whilst other had borrowed various history books to read and photocopy/scan.  Some beautiful 
drawings and paintings were displayed and some very forthright comments!!!   Many spoke of their sadness at the 
closing of “John’s shop”.  One young lady had written a glowing report which stated that her family had only lived 
here for two years but they thought Bentley was truly “great”.  (See opposite page). 
 
In the afternoon many visitors had been invited for afternoon tea, the cakes having been made at home or in 
school.  The children lined up ready to welcome their guests and to proudly present their finished projects.  These 
young ladies and gentlemen were an absolute credit to themselves, their parents and teachers.  They were 
welcoming, friendly and articulate.  It was heart-warming to know that the history of our village is of such great 
interest to the younger generation. 
 
A small display of village photographs and artefacts, including a few of the Atthill Dolls provided another source of 
visual information, which was enjoyed by young and old alike. 
 
Thank you to the members of staff involved, pupils of Years 5 and 6 and their parents and to the visitors who 
thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon visit. 
 
M.M. 
 
 
 
 

EVANS 
 

Welcome and Good Luck 
 

At long last work is almost complete on the “new” 
shop near the surgery.  Sue and Hugh Derrick have 
been pursuing these premises since August of last 
year and are now working towards opening this, their 
second retail outlet.  The original Evans shop is 
situated in Halstead High Street and sells a wide 
range of quality goods for the house and home.  
Their business is featured in many of the glossy 
magazines as it truly is unique.  When many villages 
see only the demise of their retail outlets we look 
forward to the opening of this new shop and wish 
Sue and Hugh a warm welcome to Great Bentley 
and the very best of luck in their new venture. 

NOTES TO THE MILKMAN 
 

No milk, thank you.  We are away for the weekend - 
which is why I am hiding this note under the doormat 
so that nobody finds out. 
 
Please leave no milk today.  When I say today, I 
mean tomorrow, for I wrote this note yesterday. 
 
Sorry not to have paid your bill before, but my wife 
had a baby and I have been carrying it around in my 
pocket for weeks. 
 
Milk is needed for the baby.  Father is unable to 
supply it. 
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MAYPOLE IS  
NOT ANCIENT 

 
If you believe that plaited Maypole dancing has been 
delighting festive villagers throughout the centuries 
you are the victim of an elaborate hoax. 
 
In fact the picturesque dance with colourful ribbons 
and streamers was deliberately introduced into the 
country during Victorian times. 
 
Famous author and art critic John Ruskin taught the 
dance to a group of women at teacher training 
college in London and they went on to spread the 
European invention to schools across the country. 
 
May Day itself had been celebrated for thousands of 
years but the original Maypoles were very different 
from the ones we know today. 
 
George Monger, conservator at the Museum of East 
Anglian Life in Stowmarket, said early Maypoles 
were normally trees which were decorated at the 
beginning of the month to celebrate the beginning of 
spring. 
 
“They were decorated up and they were more or less 
permanent features”. Revelry probably took place 
around the poles and there might have been Morris-
style dancing, he said. 
 
One pole at Pagan Hill, Stroud, was 80ft tall and 
records showed that a broad pole in The Strand, 
London, was 134ft tall in 1661. 
 
The poles were chopped down and destroyed by the 
Puritans who disapproved of pagan rites.  “The 
Puritans banned Maypoles and all May customs.  
They declared weddings to be civil ceremonies so 
people could not get married in church,” he said. 
 
Englishmen and women were not allowed to enjoy 
the many diverse rituals which took place on May 
Day.  The festival had sparked off diverse traditions 
associated with renewal such as the Hobby Horse 
parade in Padstow. 
 
In Suffolk May Day Divinations to find out who you 
were going to marry were probably commonplace.  
Young hopefuls sat in front of mirrors at midnight 
brushing their hair 100 times.  The image of their 
future spouse was then supposed to appear in the 
glass. 
 
Many people also gave a jug of cream to the first 
person who brought May blossom into their house.  
“There’s also a belief that if you go out early on May 
Day and wash your face with dew it will help your 
complexion”, he said. 

Some of the traditions were resurrected after the 
Restoration but it was not until Ruskin’s intervention 
that Maypoles took on their current form. 
 
The wholesome plaited-ribbon dance he introduced 
was warmly welcomed by the Victorians.  “The late 
Victorians were really quite concerned and tried to 
introduce things for the good of the common people”, 
said Mr Monger. 
 
A spokesman for the English Folk Dance and Song 
Society said: “It is not really a British tradition at all.  
It became popular when John Ruskin went into a 
women’s teacher training college and did the dance 
which he had seen in Europe.  Now, children do the 
dance in schools across the country.” 
 
The fact that  most children enjoy the simplicity of 
the beautiful custom cannot be questioned but, 
clearly the origin and history of the innocent-seeming 
Maypole Dance are quite complex. 
 
Roy Judge, who has done a PhD about May 
customs, said mystery surrounded the first 
Maypoles.  “No-one knows exactly how it started.  
We know that Maypoles were there but we don’t 
know how they were used. 
 
“The idea of having a central feature around which to 
dance and enjoy yourself is pretty basic.  The plaited 
Maypole was introduced in the 19th Century,” he 
said. 
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2005-06  
 

FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 1 RE SULTS AND FIXTURES: 
 
Sat 25   March A Coggeshall Town Res 2-1 L. Scillitoe, S. Oldhamstead 
Sat  1    April H Bradfield Rovers  1-1 I. Morton 
Sat  8    April A Weeley Athletic Res 4-2 P. Woolf, S. Oldhamstead, J. Hesketh, G. Knight 
Sat 15   April A Glemsford & Cav Utd 7-1 G. Knight 3, L. Barrett 3, L. Scillitoe 
Sat 22   April A Alresford Colne R Res 8-0 P. Woolf, G. Knight 3, S. Oldhamstead 3, L. Scillitoe 
Sat 29   April A Gosfield United 
Sat  6   May H Glemsford & Cav Utd 
TBA   H Weeley Athletic  Harwich Intermediate Cup 
 
RESERVES BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 2 RESULTS AND FIXTU RES: 
 
Sat 25  March H Mistley United Res  1-1 M. Gridley 
Sat   1  April A Brightlingsea Regent 2-1 J. Rule, T. Ayundokum 
Sat   8  April A West Suffolk College 2-1 M. Gridley, R. Drew 
Sat 15  April H Little Oakley Res  2-3 M. Gridley 2 
Sat 22  April A Foxash Social  0-1 
Wed 26  April H Brightlingsea Regent 
Sat    29   April A Hedinghams United 
Mon   1  May H Little Oakley Res  Harwich Junior Cup 
Wed   3  May A Earls Colne Res  6.30pm 
Sat  13 May H Kelvedon Social Res 12.45pm 
Sat  20 May H Bures United Res 
 
 Two stunning results for the Reserves at the beginning of April.  They certainly fooled everybody on the 1st, 
when they went to top-of-the-table Brightlingsea Regent, to try to achieve what our first team couldn’t.  A thor-
oughly deserved 2-1 win was the shock result of the day in the Border League, as they knocked the Regent off 
their lofty perch. 
 West Suffolk College took advantage of the Brightlingsea slip-up to replace them at the top, and blow me, if 
our bonnie ressies didn’t go and beat them as well, the following week -  what a great pair of wins for Richie’s lads. 
 The next two games were a bit after the Lord Mayor’s show, but the boys have already exceeded the sea-
son’s expectations. 
 The first team, meanwhile, remain unbeaten in the league since before Christmas, when they lay in mid-
table, ten points behind third place and with a negative goal difference. 
 They are now third, needing just two points from their last two games to hold that position, and their goal 
difference is plus 43.  At the moment, there is a chance that third spot may be good enough to gain promotion, 
and, as the league are coming, next week, to check whether our facilities are up to Premier Division standard, they 
too must think it's on the cards. 
 What we have to be sure of is that we get those two points, or more, so your support at Gosfield on 29th 
April, and on the Green against Glemsford on 6th May, would be greatly appreciated.  Our fire-power has in-
creased enormously, of late, as we now have several proven scorers in the side.  We were seven up at the break 
at Alresford, where we brought on all three subs for the second half, and then suffered injuries, otherwise I shud-
der to think what the score might have been. 
 The game at Gosfield should be interesting, as they are, apparently, only able to field their shift-working star 
players for home games.  That reminds me of when I played for Bentley in the 60’s and 70’s.  Not being an auto-
matic first team player, I knew I was guaranteed a game when they played in Suffolk, or at Finchingfield, as sev-
eral of the team didn’t like travelling beyond Thorrington.  Ah yes, Finchingfield - nobody seemed to have a clue 
where it was, and our caravan of pack-mules and sherpas used to set out three days before kick-off to find it - 
make a note, Ledgie. 
 The playing strength at the club is higher now than it’s been for many a year, and the club are currently con-
sidering fielding a third team in the Colchester League, next season.  The Youth Team will also be hoping to field 
a number of teams in the local leagues, and a higher profile for the football club, can only mean a higher profile for 
the village.  We are proud to represent our village wherever we play, and look forward to working with the people 
of Great Bentley to make it all come together. 
 
The March Draw was won by No. 93, L. Cook; 2nd. No.  58, E. Berwick; 3rd, No. 98, N. Lawrence.  The Apr il 
Draw will be on 6th May, (no home game this Saturda y), and the May Draw on 20th May, (last home game 
of season).  The very best of luck. 
 
T.T. 



 DIARY FOR MAY 2006 

Tues 2nd MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am-11.45am, Outside Plough  

Tues 2nd W.I.  Resolutions & Social Evening, Village Hall 

Wed 3rd RECYCLING - Aingers Green (Bank Holiday week) 

Wed 3rd BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary’s Church, 2.15pm 

Thurs 4th PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Michael Wright Rm, 7.30pm 

Fri 5th COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10am-12 noon 

Sat 6th RECYCLING - Great Bentley (Bank Holiday week) 

Sat 6th GARDENING CLUB COFFEE MORNING & PLANT SALE 
    Village Hall, see p. 17 

Sat 6th BAND CONCERT, 7.30, Village Hall, see p. 19 

Sun 7th STRAWBERRY FAIR, Scouts & Guides, see p. 6 

Mon 8th BEST OF BEST VILLAGE JUDGES VISIT, See p. 11 

Tues 9th ART CLUB,  Painting for Exhibition, Village Hall 

Wed 10th GREAT BENTLEY FARMERS MARKET, Village Hall, 2-4pm 

Thurs 11th MOTHERS’ UNION, Guided tour of St Osyth Church. 

Sat  13th  HOSPICE ANNUAL PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING 
    Village Hall, see p. 17 

Sat 13th QUIZ NIGHT, Gt Bromley Village Hall, see p. 17 

Thurs/Sat  18/20th A FLY IN THE OINTMENT,  Methodist Church, p.15 

Mon 15th MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

Tues 16th RECYCLING - Aingers Green 

Tues 16th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am-11.45am, Outside Plough 

Sat  20th  ST MARY’S CHURCH FAYRE, see p. 10 

Tues 23rd GARDENING CLUB, 8pm, Village Hall, see p. 23 

Tues 23rd ART CLUB, Painting for Exhibition 

Wed 24th EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm 

Thurs 25th HYMN SINGING UP CHURCH TOWER, 7.00am, see p. 

Thurs 25th BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, 9am-1pm 

Thurs 25th COMMUNITY MONEY MARKETPLACE,  See p. 8 

Thurs 25th HISTORY SOCIETY VISIT LAVENHAM CHURCH, p. 16 

Tues 30th RECYCLING, Aingers Green 

Tues 30th ART CLUB,  Exhibition Review 
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