EDITORIAL

Sad news this month that we have not been selected to progress to the next
round of the “Best of the Best, Village of the Year Competition”. However the
positive outcome has to be that we have once again been made aware of the
many good things which Great Bentley has to offer. | believe that the main
ingredient which worked against us was the fact that apart from the excellent
youth initiatives of both the cricket and football clubs little else had changed in
the past six years. Several villagers have stated that “We need new projects”,
but more to the point surely, is that we have to encourage more volunteers to
come forward to help those presently struggling against all odds to keep
going, as well as tackling new projects. (After our plea for help, we have a
stalwart team of volunteers to help with the magazine but yes, of course you
can help us on collating day, the date is in the diary!)

Am | getting old and cynical (Please don’t answer that!) or just realistic?
Several new projects are mentioned this month and | always worry that this
means more bureaucracy and less action. Automatic gates at the Railway
Station being one. We are also informed by the media that Essex Police
Force is to merge with two other counties. Another new local initiative is that
we are now covered by Weeley Police Office but the Sergeant hamed in last
months magazine has been transferred (see relevant article). Are these new
initiatives going to improve rural policing and how can we help?

We have a new Beat Officer, PC Andy Hughes. | have known this young
gentleman for many years and | know that he will do everything that he can
for our village. 1 hope to do an article for next month on local policing
including information on our PCSO and the hours of allotted time that our
officers will spend in the village, point of contact, how to correctly report crime
and what we can expect etc. so that we can get the best from our local police
force and equally importantly vice versa. As you will read, this month has
seen an increase in petty vandalism but it is up to all of us to report ALL
incidents of crime. It was great to meet both PC Hughes and Ms Filer at the
Village of the Year Presentation and we look forward to seeing them regularly
around the village. Please give them a warm Great Bentley welcome,

The Surgery Notes for this month include information on more restructuring
changes and confirmation that | am not the only one who is getting concerned
about “new initiatives”. Equally worrying is the statistical evidence of
medicinal wastage in the Tendring area totalling £2,500,000 EACH YEAR. It
makes sad reading. Many people knock the NHS but maybe much of the
blame for lack of funding lays with those who abuse the system.

One relatively new initiative is the Farmers Market which looks as if it will
have a record number of stallholders this month. Please support this venture
if you can. It's another one of those “use it or lose it” things which we possibly
take for granted. (New stalls for this month are listed in the text.)

We would be very grateful for any articles, humorous or otherwise, or just to
hear your views on village matters. My “might come in handy” backup box is
depleted.

Mary Maskell

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any culpability
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.

2006

Editorial 1
Vicars Letter .. 2
Magazine Deadline .. . 2
Church Services 3
St Mary’s Rotas 4
Thank You . " 5
What's On .. . 71117/19
Walks Programme .. . 9
Letters " . " 10
Parish Council . . 11
Surgery News . . 12
Pet’'s Corner .. " . 13
Wildlives . . . 14
Peter’'s Potterings .. . 18
Carnival News. . . 20
Quiz .. " . . 21
Cookery Corner . . 22
Clubs & Organisations . 23
Children’s Page “ . 24
Birthdays/Congratulations .. 27
Cricket Club .. . . 26
Parish Council Annual Report 28/29
Football . . .. 32/33

FUN AT THE PLAY AREA

(Special thanks to the Mums,
Toddlers, Carers and Helpers of
the Methodist Mums & Toddlers

Group)



David's deliberations.
A letter that my daughter wrote in April and | thought you might like a progress report.

‘ALEAP OF FAITH’

How do most people celebrate their 60" birthday, family meal, few friends? Well alongside that, this year dad
( David Bavister) wanted to do something different — a challenge for his 60" year.

It was some time ago that | watched celebrities jumping out of a plane at 10,000 feet on a ITV television
show, and before long | had convinced myself to take up the challenge. Dad had a great idea for his 60" birthday
he would take up a triple challenge and | would be joining him.

The challenge begins on the 7" May with walking the ‘Essex Way’ (81 miles) from Epping to Harwich, and
on the 13" May we cycle approx 41miles around the Clacton Methodist Church Circuit. The 3" part of the triple
challenge is a skydive on the 20" May.

Some of you may think we are a little mad but the triple challenge is in aid of raising money for Whispers
(Kenya Project). If you would like to make a donation or even join us please contact me or dad on 01255 427874.

Katie Bavister.
When you read this in June we will have walked, ridden and flown, | hope.

The Essex Way was a great week of walking with so much of interest on the way, from beautiful scenery to
old churches from woods to fields. We met several interesting people en-route who were either walking the route or
walking their dog. We even had time to speak on BBC Radio Essex live programme with Steve Scruton and
Angela Lodge at Dedham. The BBC Radio Essex team were also walking the Essex Way at the same time over
two weeks, with live broadcast from places of interest along the way. (more details in a later edition).

The bike ride linked all the Methodist Churches in the Clacton Circuit and sixteen riders took part on fifteen
bikes! One was a tandem. After a delayed start, due to a thunderstorm, a very enjoyable day was had with
everyone completing the course.

(At the time of writing Sky-dive event is to take place). | was reminded every day of how much we take for
granted in life.

God'’s creation is all around us for us to enjoy, even when our feet ache from walking long distances to see
it. The fun and fellowship we can experience when similar minded people get together, even on bikes is
tremendous.

And then | was reminded how much Jesus loved walking and talking to people on the way. | am not quite
sure where flying through the air dangling on a parachute fits in with Gods plan. | will let you know.

Blessings Pastor David.

DEADLINE FOR THE JULY MAGAZINE
MONDAY 12th JUNE 2006

ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”

e-mail: Carole@pncallington.co.uk - Subject: Parish Magazine

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.g  reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
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SEEKERS
every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30-4.30pm

BELLING RINGING PRACTICE
every Monday - 7.30pm

CHOIR PRACTICE
every Thursday - 7.30pm
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1st and 3rd Sunday during term time
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ST MARY'S CHURCH

PENTECOST

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Sung Eucharist
(No Sunday School -
School holidays)

7.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at
Windsor, Clacton Road,
Thorrington.

10.00am Holy Communion

11.00am Service at The Oaks

2.15pm BENTLEY BEARS

1.45pm Mothers Union

TRINITY SUNDAY

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist

2.00pm Public Baptism

10.00am Holy Communion

TRINITY 1 - FATHER'S DAY

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday
School

3.00pm Churches Together Open Air
Service beside the Methodist
Church

10.00am Holy Communion.

4.00pm Wedding

TRINITY 2

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am All Age Word & Worship
Service

10.00am Holy Communion

GREAT BENTLEY
METHODIST
CHURCH NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during June.
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

June 4™ Pastor David Bavister
June 11" Hazel Martin

June 18" Mamie Beach

June 25™ Barbara Fookes

Events in June

Churches Together United Service on the Green near
the Chapel on the 18 ™ June at 3pm

Prayer Breakfast. On Saturday 3™ June we shall be
holding a Prayer Breakfast. Do share in Breakfast and
Prayer with us. Breakfast will be served at 8.30am

Luncheon Club 13" & 27" June

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see

if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church.

Coffee Morning Friday 2" June 10am to 12 noon
Proceeds for Flower Festival and Church Funds.

Flower Festival Don't forget our Flower Festival on the
1%t & 2" July. Theme this year “Heavenly Bodies”
Concert on the Saturday the 1% July at 7.00pm, by the
Cavender Singers. Tickets £5. On sale at the Post Office.

The Circuit Bike Ride took place on May 13™. Pastor
David Bavister was one of the 16 riders. This was another
event he has taken part in to raise funds for “Whispers”

a charity raising money to help villagers in a Kenyan village
to build a well for clean water and to improve the school.
You may have heard David being interviewed by Radio
Essex during his sponsored walk of the Essex Way. His
third event was a parachute jump on the 20" May.

If you would like to donate anything to the Whispers Charity
please contact Pastor David address and phone number
on the front cover of this magazine.

Each week the following events are held at our Chur  ch
ring these numbers for more information

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Junior Adventurers  Fridays 7 p.m. 250087. For children
in school year 3 and older.



SIDESPERSON’'S ROTA

Sunday 4th June - Pentecost

John & Jennie Moss
Mike Brown

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Sunday 11th June - Trinity Sunday

Sidespersons - Bob & Olive Wright

Sunday 18th June - Trinity 1/Fathers Day

Mike & Maida Brown
Janet Strutt

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Sunday 25th June - Trinity 2

Sidespersons - Maria & Jessica Pagram

COFFEE ROTA

4th  Philip & Jean Smith
11th Carole & Peter Allington
18th Myrtle Clayton

25th Bev Adams

CLEANING ROTA

3rd Bev Adams

10th Pat & Peter Nunn
17th Linda Hayes

24th Maria Pagram

BAPTISMS

7th May  Walker Bradley Joseph Louth

28th May Millie May & Archie James Tilstone
11th June Lillie-May Crane

WEDDINGS

27th May

James Kelly and
Sarah Goss

24th June

Peter James Offord and
Tracy Jayne Hughes

MOTHERS’ UNION

Our monthly meeting will be held in the Vestry
Room of St Mary’'s Church, Gt Bentley at
1.45pm on 1st June, when the Reverend Albert
Jones from Brightlingsea will speak on our them
‘Answering God’s Call.

On Monday 12th June the Diocesan Festival
service will be held in Chelmsford Cathedral at
10am. The Right Reverend John Gladwin will
give the address. We have been invited to
Harwich deanery’s Garden Party being held in
the garden of Ramsey Vicarage on Saturday
24th June at 2.30pm. It would be good to
support this event.

Myrtle Clayton



THANK YOU

We would like to say how much we enjoyed the

Ladies’ Supper held recently in the Vestry Room and

thank the organisers, the cooks and all who helped.
The food was delicious, the speaker excellent

and the company stimulating. A most enjoyable

evening - many thanks.

Jean Acutt & Mary Beard

* Kk %

The family of Mary Lord would like to thank their many
friends in the village for the kindness and support
shown during the last few years.

Roger and Marianne would like to give a very
special thank you to Luke and Pat Berriman

* Kk %

| have now received the final total of collected
donations for the Essex Air Ambulance in respect of
my late father. The figure of £279.00 has been sent
and an acknowledgement received. Thank you.

Alan Bishop

* * %

The bedding store at the Colne Valley Animal Rescue
Centre has been replenished once again as suitable
items have continued to be donated by the kind
readers of this magazine. Judy and | have also been
able to deliver blankets, towels, duvets, sleeping bags
and bedcovers to the Greyhound Rescue at Little
Totham and the Sanctuary at Clacton Animal Aid. All
items were most gratefully received and appreciated.
Thank you all very much.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702

* * %

The Ladies’ Supper, held on Friday, 21st April, was
once again a very enjoyable, sociable event, thanks
mainly to the superb contribution of Peter Allington
and his excellent team of men. The three courses
were prepared by Graham Thornton, Peter Allington
and Donald Walker, who were ably assisted by John
Moss and Alan Coles at the tables. It would not have
been possible to organise such a splendid evening
without the willingness of these kind gentlemen to
work with us, and we are all very grateful to them.
After the delicious meal we enjoyed a very
interesting and entertaining talk by Mrs Elizabeth
Foss-Smith, who reminisced about her life as a
vicarage child and gave us plenty of food for thought.
As a result of the evening we were very pleased
to make a donation to Christian Aid and contribute
£320 to the Church Fabric Fund. My very special
thanks go to all the ladies who attended and who
made the selling of tickets extremely easy, and my
apologies to those ladies, who were unable to attend
due to lack of space.
Rosemary Branch

ST MARY'S CHURCH FAYRE

A Big Thank You

A huge thank you to all those people who came out on
a very wet and windy Saturday to support our Church
fete. Special thanks goes to all who helped set up,
clear away and man stalls. The staying power of those
who stood by their posts outside in the wind and rain
was greatly appreciated. Together everyone made the
day the success it was despite the weather.

At first count we raised approximately £1,200.
Well done everybody!
Nicky Justice and Peter Allington
Church Wardens

* * %

Congratulations to Tom Clayton  for completing
the London Marathon in 3 hours 38 minutes. Mum,
Dad and Olivia are very proud of you.

We would like to thank all those who sponsored
Tom. The total amount of money raised by Tom should
be in excess of £1,200, which will go towards the Royal
Hospital School’'s Tsunami Appeal

PLANT & COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF ST HELENA
HOSPICE

A very successful event. We escaped the rain, the
buyers came out in force, and we made £609 for the
Hospice.

I would like to thank all our loyal supporters. We
could not do this without our splendid team of helpers;
all those who gave items to sell; the local nurseries -
Deans, Hilltop. Shrublands, St Helier and Beth Chatto -
who all provided colourful bedding plants; and of course
all the people who came and spent so freely.

It was a really good morning. The Hospice
Fundraisers send their good wishes and grateful
thanks.

Barbara

* * %

This is a Big thanks for everyone who sponsored me to
run the London Marathon recently. It took me 4 hours
and 35 minutes to complete - everything was going
well until | reached mile 23 - ‘hit the wall’ and my knee
went. Still it was a brilliant day and the crowds were
fantastic. | want to do it again now (delirium setting in!)

Fingers crossed, | hope to raise a total of at least
£950 for the Bobby Moore Fund - so running the
marathon was really worthwhile. A really big thank you
again.

Mark Finbow

Elizabeth Bodmer and family would like to thank
everyone for the cards, gifts, edible treats and prayers
they received during Elizabeth’s stay in hospital.



Robert Taylor District Councillor
for Great Bentley

At the Annual Tendring District Council meeting on 3™ May | was elected to serve as its Chairman. Since being
elected by the people of Great Bentley in 1988 to Tendring Council | have been proud to serve them and have
tried to carry out my duties to the best of my ability. The honour you have done me in re-electing me has now
led to this honour of being Chairman of the Council and | thank you for your continued support.

Being Chairman, as any Chairman of an organisation knows, means a great deal of work behind the scenes as
well as actually running meetings. In addition as Chairman of the District Council | have to represent the
Council at many events both locally and throughout Essex. In order to do this | have had to curtail my activities
at work and on the Parish Council. | shall continue to be available to you at Dominica Moors Close on 250087
or on email cllr.rtaylor@tendringdc.gov.uk. If you would like to come to see me to discuss a matter please
make contact to arrange it.

My charity for the year is “Training for Diabetics” Working with the local Diabetes UK group | am
raising funds to enable local people who have been diagnosed to receive one-to-one training on how to best
manage their new found condition.

Why Training for Diabetics?

| have been a Type 1 diabetic for over 30 years and my daughter succumbed when she was 14. She was
treated well by the local NHS but when she went to university she was invited onto a week long training course
to help her train to manage her diabetes.

She said that as a result of that weeks training that she felt in charge of her condition rather than it controlling
her. This training is not available on the National Health although the Diabetic professionals are prepared to
give their time. What it needs are the facilitators, the materials and a suitable relaxed place to hold the course.

The money donated will be paid over to Diabetes UK thus as a Charity they can claim back the tax you have
paid when you sign a Gift Aid form.

Please help me to raise money during my year to send local people onto training courses, to provide the funds
for locations and training materials to enable local people to attend. | am willing to talk to any group about
Tendring and my Charity, just contact me or my secretary, see below.

On the Tendring Council web site my full details are shown. The detailed address is
www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC/Council/Councillors/ChairmanoftheCouncil.htm.

An extract of what is said is reproduced here:-

In 1988 he was elected to serve Great Bentley on Tendring District Council. During his time on the Council he
has been Liberal Democrat Group Leader for 13 years, Chairman of Personnel Committee, Portfolio Holder for
Leisure and Community Services and Vice Chairman of the Council.

His theme for this year is "Community Health. The part we play" and his Charity is Training for Diabetics. This
arises from his own and his family’s experience of Diabetes where medical support and advice is available, but
no one-to-one training. He has found that this training can make all the difference in controlling the difficulties
which arise from being diabetic.

If you would like to make a donation to the Chairman's Charity, invite the Chairman to attend an event or
contact the Chairman's Office please emalil jstapleton@tendringdc.gov.uk or telephone 01255 686006




RECYCLING
FOR JUNE

Tuesday 6th June Aingers Green

Tuesday 13th
TueSday 20th ‘June Tuesday 27th

MOBILE POLICE UNIT

10.50am to 11.45am Great Bentley

i Saturday 3rd June (Bank Holid
Outside the Plough Inn Fﬁdlgyaléthr une (Bank Holiday)

Friday 30th

BLOOD DONORS

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

HOPPER BUS _— .
MONDAY - FRIDAY Brightlingsea Commu_nlty pentre
COST £5.50 RETURN Lower Park Road, Brightlingsea
Village Hall 9.37 11.57 15.17 Monday 19th June

Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38

13.30-16.00: 17.00-19.00
Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55
Village Hall 10.38 13.58 16.18

If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but
please state this when you book your place.

Please ring 01255 436 962

BRIGHTLINGSEA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

LOWER PARK ROAD
THURSDAY

JUNE 29th
9.00am - 1.00pm



Calor Village of the Year 10 ™
Anniversary Awards

Best of the Best Village

| have received the news that we unfortunately have
not been successful in going on to the next stage of
judging for the Best of the Best Village.

I would like to take this opportunity of giving my
grateful thanks to the working party for the work they
did in preparation for the judge’s visit. To everyone
who so willingly provided the wonderful displays and
to those who attended the presentation and to the
Play Group for being so helpful and allowing the
children to greet the judges.

Thank you everyone who gave their time and helped
set up the Mitchell Room on Monday 8" May 2006
and the foyer ready for the judge’s visit.

Special thanks of course to those who made their
verbal presentation to the judges. | have listed below
the people and the subject they presented to the
judges.

Peter Harry Newcomers to the village

Mary Maskell Parish Magazine

Chris Wright Business

Matthew Bovingdon Shows and Scouting

David Gray Football Club — Youth
initiatives

Pete Bodily Cricket Club — Youth
initiatives

Robert Taylor Good Neighbours
Churches’ Fund Raising
(Older People)

Donald Walker Conservation

Roger Adams Village Hall

The Rev Canon Bernard Metcalfe New initiatives
and summing up

Again thank you all very much for your hard work
and for giving your time to this presentation, it was
greatly appreciated. The whole thing sounded and
looked very good.

There is to be an Awards Luncheon to be held in
London on Tuesday September 19" and two
members of the village have been invited to attend.

Lynda McWilliams

On behalf of the Working Party
Tel No 01206 250732

e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk

Best Kept Village Competition

The judges have already visited for the first part of this
competition and will be visiting again in June. There
has been a lot of litter recently and it is so heartening
to see that there are people who care about this
village so much that they, without hesitation, willingly
pick up other peoples rubbish. We should be very
grateful to these kind folks and thank them all very
much; goodness knows what the village would look
like without their help.

Again your help would be very much appreciated by
keeping the village looking at its very best for the next
round in June.

Lynda McWilliams

FRIENDS OF GREAT BENTLEY SCHOOL

AUCTION OF PROMISES 2006

Friday 16th June
7.00 for 7.30pm

Hot Meal and Dessert included
Plus Bar

Only £3.50

Don't miss this ever popular night of food, fun and
fantastic promises held to raise money for our Village
School. EVERYONE is welcome and tickets are only
£3.50 including hot food and a dessert. There will be
a bar on the night and the auctioning of items/events
to the highest bidders.

e.g. A tour of the House of Commons.
An evening in a hot tub for 4 with champagne
Be a Head Teacher for the day
Military vehicle experience
and dog walking to name but a few.

So don't delay book your tickets now from the School
Office or 250142 or 2511109.

Thank you in advance for your support.

Any further donations of Promises would be very very
welcome, eg. gardening, a trip to ..., a voucher for ...,
donate a service of ironing.

(Contact school office 250331)



CALLING

ALL EX-SEEKERS
LEADERS,

OLD SEEKERS .......

Join us on Sunday 23rd

July
at 9.30am

in St Mary’s Church,
Great Bentley

RAILWAY SAFETY

There have been a couple of incidents recently of
people getting hurt whilst boarding trains. In order to
make it easier to climb aboard the train staff have a
portable ramp you can use.

Please ask the station staff if you need help. The
equipment has been provided so please use it.

Do not worry about holding up the train for a few
more seconds - better to do that than to slip and hurt
yourself.

We have received information confirming that
automatic barriers are to be installed at Great
Bentley. When this happens the station will have
a ticket machine installed and will no longer be
manned. Who will help then?

as we celebrate 30 years of Seekers . ED

ALL WELCOME

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION TENDRING DISTRICT GROUP

JUNE WALKS PROGRAMME

Thurs 1st  Tollesbury morning 5% miles  aftenoon 4% milesLeader: 01255 427895

Meet near Church

Sun 4th Kelvedon 9% miles Leader:
Thurs 8th  Shotley 10 miles Leader:
Sun 11th Boxted 8 miles Leader:
Thurs 15th  Shotley 9% miles  Leader:
Thurs 22nd Chappel 9 miles Leader:
Sun 25th Langham 7 miles Leader:

01206799256 Meet Train Station

01255 506808 Meet Bristol Arms Public House
01206 303899 Meet Village Hall

01255 240029 Meet Bristol Arms Public House
01255 502523 Meet Railway Station

01255 432027 Meet Langham Community Centre

Thurs 29th Chelmondiston 8% miles Leader: 01206 251319 Meet Car Park

All walks commence 10.00am unless specified

Local Rambler Contact No. Sonia 251319



LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

Every now and again we get certain problems
cropping up that need bringing to peoples’ attention.
This doesn’t mean the offenders live in the village or
that they read this magazine or that they even read,
but I can't believe that their actions are not seen by
somebody.

One on-going problem is the leaving of clothes,
usually out of a sack, getting soaking wet and ruined
by the side of the clothing bank. This time it included
all the hangers left on the floor, some in bags, some
loose. On another occasion a car battery was left
there. What sort of village person is doing this?

This week it was brought to my attention that
cardboard litter had been left in Lovers Lane and Tye
Road. It turned out to be boxes of emptied drop
files. At least 30 in each box in both roads. Who's
were they and why leave them there?

Then we have the youths, treating them kindly, who
have begun to park at night by the Old Forge in a red
car, throwing out their litter and bottles for someone
else to pick up. The Forge is coming under attack
again with tiles being taken off. Surely the time has
come when the building should be demolished.

Finally, yet | could go on and on, over the past 3
weeks there have been two separate occasions
when three to four cardboard crates containing
empty bottles of Becks lager including caps, have
been left by the side of the bottle banks, no effort
made to empty the boxes to put the bottles away and
of course somebody else is left to put them in the
bin. The bottle bank collectors will not do this. Who
is doing this? Who has a party consuming so much
of the same beer? As one telephone call to me
stated, how do we expect to win or gain any
recognition in the forthcoming “Village of the Year
Competition”?

Let's hope with some optimism that the new
Community Support Officer will be of benefit and if
nothing else, reduce the stupid parking of cars
outside Tesco’s and financially punish those who
continually park, (even across the corner this week)
causing chaos at many times of the day.

David Tyler

Dear Editor,

| thought | would write and let everyone in the village
know about the new additions to our family.

We have had a special delivery of three and a
half Alpacas to ‘Sturricks House’. | say three and a
half because one of the Alpacas is a pregnant
female, the baby or cria as they are called will be
due early July if all goes to plan.

Alpacas belong to the camelid family, camels
and Llamas are in this group. They are shy herd
animals, very hardy, as they originate from Peru
where they have extremes of temperature to cope
with, so do not be alarmed if you see them standing
outside their shelter on a cold wintry day. They are
more than able to cope with our climate.

Their fur is sheared once a year and the fibre
is spun and used for woollen garments, they make
beautifully soft jumpers, that are warm in winter yet
cool in summer, hence the reason alpacas tolerate
our climate so easily.

I will hopefully be able to sell some of this
wool at the local Farmer’s Market in due course.

Oh! and yes they do spit, fortunately it's
usually at one another.

Jill and Martin
‘Sturricks Alpaca Farm’

We were very saddened when we heard of the
passing of Dick Holmes. Dick and Vera were very
great friends of ours, and we much appreciated their
tremendous contributions towards fundraising for the
building of the Vestry Room. It was very, very hard
work, but we had lots of fun - cake baking seemed to
be an endless activity, no sooner we had teas on the
Green, and all the cakes sold. What a compliment
to their cooking.

We regret we were unable to be present at
the Memorial Service on the 6th May - | had my 90th
birthday in December - but certainly you are all in
our thoughts and prayers.

Margaret and Noel Britton - Pembrokeshire

WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME THE
FOLLOWING NEW ADVERTISERS,
See page M.

AWS Fencing Specialist - 01206 250587 or
07974 162101

The Chimney Sweep - 07971 777386
Special Edition Ltd
Manufacturers of Windows, Doors,

Conservatories etc. - 01206 251540 or
Fax 01206 255342
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NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Congratulations and a few changes
| would like to thank Councillor Robert Taylor for his hard work throughout the year as Chairman of the Parish
Council and congratulate him on becoming The Chairman of Tendring District Council and wish him every
success with the busy schedule that he will have for the next year. Also congratulations to another Parish
Councillor Peter De-Vaux Balbirnie becoming Robert’s Vice-Chairman of Tendring District Council.

At the Parish Council’'s Annual meeting | was elected by Councillors to the position of Chairman for the next
year and Bill Herbert was elected as Vice-Chairman.

Please note the contact list with details of committees etc., for Councillors has been updated both in the
Post Office notice-board and on the web site.

Policing
It was reported last month that Sgt Sharon Wyatt would now be our Sergeant, she has in fact been moved to
Clacton and Sgt. Andy Hastings will remain our Sergeant for the time being.

We were pleased to meet our new PCSO Sarah Filer and PC Andy Hughes when they both attended the
presentation for the Best of the Best Village competition. Miss Filer should soon be with us as her training has
neared completion.

Affordable Housing
We have received some news from the Rural Housing Trust.
The bid that the Trust made for funding has been unsuccessful this time round. We have been informed that this
is not cause for concern. The trust will press on with the work towards the planning application as there is still a
lot to be done.

To date 48 households have now registered.

Concerns received from the Village Caretaker (See | etters page)

Bottle Bank

Recently there have been a number of crates of Becks lager left beside the bottle banks. The contractors do not
take these away. Please could those responsible please put the bottles into the bottle bank. Also a box full of
electronic circuit boards had been dumped by the bottle banks, this is fly tipping and if you see this occurring and
you know the person concerned please report the incident to the Parish Council or the Village Caretaker.

Clothing Bank
People are not opening the door to put their materials into the bank, and just leaving the clothing in the area, this

is very unsightly for those residents living nearby. The caretaker also states that car batteries have been dumped
there as well, again this is considered to be fly tipping and if you do see this happening and you know the person
concerned please report the incident to the Parish Council or the Village Caretaker.

Thank you for your help.

Parish Councillor Resignation and Vacancy
| am sorry to have to report that | have received the resignation from Parish Council of Mr George Flint. We are
grateful to George and thank him for the service he has given to the Parish Council; his knowledge of Parish
Council procedure will be greatly missed.

This does mean that we have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor and The Clerk has already displayed the
required notices in the Parish Council’'s Notice Board.

Please note the date of our next meeting is Thursda y 1% June 2006 in the Michael Wright Room at the
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.

Lynda McWilliams

Parish Council Chairman
Tel No. 01206 250732
e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk
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We had a reminder quite recently about how much medication — and therefore NHS money — can be wasted
by just one person hoarding things. The family of an elderly patient who had gone into hospital brought in a
couple of carrier bags which were full of pills, insulin and other items issued on prescription but which had
obviously never been needed.

There were a couple of dozen full and unopened packets of one tablet. We can only guess that the patient
concerned had not liked taking that one but had been too embarrassed to tell the doctor that he didn’t want it.
He had been religiously ordering it every month and squirreling it away. There were also numerous untouched
packs of insulin and a veritable treasure-trove of unused needles and test strips for a blood-testing kit. All in all,
the hoard had cost the NHS several hundreds of pounds.

The real shame is that all this unused medication and other bits and pieces had to be destroyed. None of it
could be recycled or reused as once things leave the pharmacy, the pharmacist is not allowed to reissue them
if they are returned, as there is no way of knowing if they are still in a safe condition.

Tendring Primary Care Trust tells me that in its area at least £2,500,000 worth of medication is wasted this way
each year. That is 10% of the total drugs budget for Tendring literally going up in smoke. Just think how many
hip replacements or cataract operations that would fund.

The message is very clear. Please don’t hoard medicines. If you aren’t using something, don't be embarrassed
to say so. Please, please don't keep ordering items that you aren’t using for whatever reason, especially not
just to make the doctor think you are doing what he or she has suggested. Far better that the money is saved
and gets used effectively elsewhere — quite possibly saving a life or enabling someone to live more
independently.

Talking of Tendring PCT, sadly it will no longer exist soon. There is yet another major reorganisation of NHS
administration in the offing and we will soon find ourselves governed by a combined Tendring/ Colchester
PCT. This effectively is a return to the not so good old days of the 1990s when Tendring was hopelessly
underfunded and neglected.

This is a shame, as healthcare in Tendring has improved hugely since the area became autonomous about
seven years ago. The area got its own health budget, for the first time | think, and ours has actually been one
of the few PCTs in the country to stay within budget over the last few years. Hospital waiting lists are now
unquestionably shorter. The new Harwich hospital has been built and Clacton hospital has been extended and
improved. The PCT is well down the line towards providing a new Primary Care Centre in Clacton. All round, it
really has been a success story.

Surprise, surprise — we have no say in the forthcoming changes. We and other local practices will just have to
remain very vigilant and vocal to ensure that things continue to be done the Tendring way and that your
interests are properly considered and looked after during healthcare commissioning negotiations etc.

When this June issue of the magazine hits the newsstands, Dr Hunt will be back from his sabbatical and
working his socks off again. The last message | got from him said that he was “in a rain-forest with elephants”
and asked if he really had to come back. | said I'd go and fetch him if he didn't but unfortunately I'm not
needed. His reports on his time away are going to make good reading I'm sure and | expect your editor will
twist his arm so that they start in the July issue. Make sure you order your copy.

Having patted Tendring PCT on the back (they'll be reeling with the shock of it) | thought I'd blow the surgery’s
trumpet just a little bit. In 2005/2006, we achieved a score of over 99.5% against the various targets that the
government had set us for the year. I'm only too aware that we don't please everyone all the time (please tell
us in a positive, constructive way if we don’t) but we do try hard and evidently get a lot of things right. | know
that the doctors will want to thank all the staff — be they nurses, cleaners or whatever — who work really hard to
make this possible.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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Pet’s
corner

DESIGNER DOGS OR
GENETIC DISASTERS?

The rising popularity of “designer dogs” could cause
an increase in unscrupulous breeders and potential
genetic disasters says the Kennel Club. An
interesting concept by the Kennel Club, but what they
are talking about is the rise in popular hybrids
including the cockapoo (a cocker spaniel crossed
with a poodle), pekepaooo (Pekinese crossed with a
poodle), shepadoodle (german shepherd and
poodle), bullmation (bulldog and dalmation) and
labradinger (labrador and springer spaniel)
and no, | am not joking here (or is this the April
issue??). These dogs have become popular in the
States (where else?) but are now starting to come
over here. The only ones | have come across have
been a few unfortunate accidents so the owners of
these lovely dogs called them labradoodles or
bassadors (these had the body's length and shape of
a Labrador but with Bassett legs and ears).

The problem is that these dogs are being specifically
bred, not just a mismatch of shapes and sizes when
two dogs accidently happened to get it together. This
could well promote unscrupulous breeders just out for
money, particularly the puppy farms, to get involved
in intensive breeding programmes. What genetic
defects may be unmasked by this is unknown as
many of these already have defective genes, albeit
often recessive and hidden away. | think a few of
these dogs are fun and generally healthy as an
innocent mistake, but to do this intentionally without
good genetic knowledge could well be asking for
trouble. | for one would not start with a Bulldog or
Basset as a specimen of hybrid vigour!

MARK ALLINGTON
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TAKE A COUNTRY RAMBLE

How would you like to explore the undiscovered
Essex countryside, lift your spirits and give yourself
that extra bit of fitness? Why not come along to
Plough Road Fitness Centre and join like-minded
people, and “Take a Country Ramble”. Weather
permitting, we set off at 10am every Wednesday and
the last Sunday of the month for short walks of 3-5
miles.

Forget the hustle and bustle of life for a few hours
and sample the wonders of walking through woods,
strolling along coastal paths, seeing wild flowers,
watching birds or just delighting in the wonderful
scenery. Yes, we are talking about Essex! You will
be pleasantly surprised at the variety of scenery we
have on our doorstep.

All the walks are led by Helen, an experienced
walker in the area for the past fifteen years, who is a
fully qualified member of the staff - so you will feel
safe at all times.

At the end of the ramble we usually stop at a
delightful tearoom, or pub, for a cup of tea and a bite
to eat, where we can sit and have a chat with new
found friends. So come on don't be shy, give it a try!
You don't have to be a member. Just pop in or give
us aring at Plough Road Centre on 01206 250059 to
find out more and bring a new dimension into your
life. Hope to see you soon.

COFFEE MORNINGS

Every Friday Morning
Plough RoadaFtitness Centre
from 10.00am
Members and Non Members welcome
Donations will go to charity

See you there



WILDLIVES
Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre East Anglia

Temporarily closed for admissions.

If you need help, please ring the RSPCA on 08705 5#09.
‘Catkins’, Frating Road, Thorrington, Essex, CO7 8HT. Tel: 01206 251174
www.wildlives.org.uk

NO ANIMALS JUST YET PLEASE ....

Wildlives remains closed for the time being, and we would ask people to respect that. Rosie has been in hospi-
tal again, and her recovery is proceeding slowly. Despite closing for admissions, there are still many animals to
be looked after and, whilst regular volunteers have been wonderful, the Centre still needs to be run. Itis much
like going into work the day you come out of hospital and trying to recover from cancer as you sit at your desk:
there is no peace, and the pressure and responsibility bear on you, even if you do not move from your chair. As
to re-opening, that decision will be made when Rosie has regained her health. Meanwhile, we apologise to the
people (and the animals!) that need Wildlives’ help. Please be patient: Wildlives will re-open at the first sensible
opportunity.

THERE'S ALWAYS ONE

Given the current state of Rosie’s health, we can only plead temporary insanity on her behalf for the decision to
take on a sick fox cub. She was caught with her guard down when the RSPCA turned up on the doorstep with
the cub. Fleckles, as she was named, was a sad sight. She had become tangled up in the undergrowth, and
was found hanging from a bush by her rear legs. A member of the public cut her loose and called the RSPCA.
On admission, she was unable to stand at all. Her tail was curled up towards her back, like a squirrel’s, and she
had a sort of vacant look in her eyes: the lights were on but nobody was home. Fleckles was taken immediately
to the vets. Routine blood tests turned up nothing, but she was treated for spinal and head trauma — that seem-
ing to be the most likely cause of her problems. For the first few days, she showed little improvement and she
has since had further tests in an attempt to ascertain whether there could be something more sinister going on.
However, at the time of writing, she has begun to behave more like a normal fox cub, showing a greater aware-
ness of her surroundings, and even toddling round the hospital floor a little. She is named for the flecks of white
that cover her from ears to tail.

LOOK OUT FOR WILDLIFE ORPHANS

At this time of year, Wildlives would usually be awash with orphaned wildlife. Although we are unable to care for
orphans right now, we would be remiss if we failed at least to provide advice on what to do if you do find an or-
phaned bird or animal. First of all, orphaned wildlife is always better off being cared for by its natural parents, so
you must be absolutely sure that it needs help before you intervene. In certain situations, intervention will al-
ways be necessary: any creature with injuries, with flies or maggots crawling on it, or that is collapsed and
shows no reaction to your approach will need help. Similarly, any creature that has been attacked by a cat will
need help — even if there is no obvious injury. However, juveniles may be found alone and yet not require assis-
tance. See the right-hand column for advice on when not to intervene. The general rule, when you find what
you believe to be orphaned wildlife is to make sure it is not in immediate danger, and then leave it — returning as
inconspicuously as possible after an hour to see whether its mother has returned. Do not handle it unless it re-
quires professional help or it is in immediate danger. In such circumstances you should wear gloves or use a
towel. If professional help is required, then (at least for the duration of Wildlives closure) call the RSPCA. More
information on orphan rescue is available on our website.

Fledgling birds are those that have grown their first feathers and left the nest. Although they may not be able
to fly, theyare quite mobile. They do not need help, but if you have cats, you might keep them inside for a few
days.

Hoglets may be found alone, but this does not necessarily mean they have been abandoned. Do not touch
them; replace the foliage and return quietly after an hour to check on them.

Foxes may move their cubs and drop one en route. Again, leave it and return after an hour to make sure its
mother has re-claimed it.

Deer leave their fawns in the under-growth while they feed. You should not intervene unless there is obviously
something wrong.
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HISTORY SOCIETY TAKES
A TRIP TO BYGONE WIVENHOE

Terms for enthusiasts, like “fanatic”, “anorak” and
“nut” are used, to a degree, as terms of criticism, as if
there is something wrong with being absorbed in a
subject. Well, at the History Society’'s May 11th
meeting, Glen Jackson introduced himself as a
“Wivenhoe freak” and the result of his obsession was
compelling. His talk, entitled “Wivenhoe Way Back”
brought vividly alive that neighbouring town in
bygone times.

Glen was born there and has amassed a
startlingly large collection of pictures and, more
particularly, picture postcards of his birthplace that
gave us a view of a familiar place but over a century
ago. A talk in which someone takes you through 70
pictures, as he did, would be dull indeed were it not
for the fact that they were the skeleton on which he
fleshed out the life of his town over best part of two
centuries, while incidentally introducing us to the
world of postcard collecting.

He pointed out that postcards from before
September 1893 are rarities whose market value
runs into four figure sums; so his earliest pictures of
Wivenhoe were from photographs, some of the
earliest of which were of a major event. The town
was the epicentre of the 1884 earthquake in this area
and views of the damage to housing, the gasworks
and other public buildings brought that frightening
occasion to life.

As one might expect the town had its
“characters”, like Herby Payne, the milkman, shown
on postcard with his cart. Sternly religious on
Sundays he was renowned for cursing with the best
of them on the other six days. Perhaps the character
with the widest fame in his day was an adventurer/
soldier of fortune or maybe just charlatan by name
Harry Benson.

This man became well-known nationally
because of his involvement in a wager with Lord
Lonsdale by which he would be paid £21,000
(imagine how much that is in today's terms) for
walking round the world pushing a pram and
somehow getting a wife in the process. Setting off
on Jan 1st 1910, he seems to have managed the
latter when he married a lady in Leeds. Quite how
much of the rest he did is shrouded in mystery,
though when the wager was called off he was paid
£4,000. But we didn't see his face, for all his pictures
show him in a piece of headgear like that of the man
in the iron mask. He died penniless in 1953. Lively
such stories of the town abounded in Glen’s talk. Of
his collection Glen is able to say that one of his cards
is without doubt unique. It is a postcard of the
Grosvenor Hotel in Wivenhoe. A rep from the post
card company had, as normal, brought the “proof
card” of the hotel to its landlord together with the
costs and left saying he would call back for his order
of how many to print. In the event he never returned
so only this one copy was ever printed: the landlord
was Glen'’s father, hence his knowledge of the card’s
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unigueness. Pointing to a window, he was able to say
that on the kitchen table behind this he had had his
tonsils removed by a local doctor. (I think I'd have
settled for a waiting list and the risk of MRSA).

Cards that demonstrate Wivenhoe’s shipbuilding
heritage were a major feature of this fascinating lecture
(A letter from Norman Wisdom in answer to Glen’s
enquiry as to whether the “Madey Court”, a boat on
one of his cards, was indeed the vessel that the
comedian had served on as a 14 year old sailing
apprentice was another example of the length these
enthusiasts go in their hobby), as well as one that
showed the attempt by a local shipbuilder to build a
plane in 1906 as an entry in the British Aeronautical
Society’'s Challenge. (It never flew but was an
amazing contraption). All these and many more
images made for a most unusual evening.

Reg Allington

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

The Tendring Youth Orchestra Concert

The Concert was well attended despite the weather,
and donations of £130 were made to each of the three
organisations. Our thanks to those who attended and
to our members and their families who assisted with
the arrangements.

The media are constantly telling us of the
misbehaviour of the minority of our young people. With
the Tendring Youth Orchestra we had a display of
youth at its very best, well presented and pleasant,
disciplined and delighting in giving pleasure to others.
Do not miss them next time.

The highest possible praise goes to all their
adult supporters and in particular to Paul Arthur, their
leader and director.

September 3rd

On this day a statue is to be erected in honour of the
Merchant Navy at Harwich Quayside. There will be a
Drumhead Service. The branch will liaise with local
members of the Merchant Navy Association and will be
pleased to offer any assistance required.

FLAG DAYS IN JUNE

Friday 2nd June - Coronation Day (1953) - Union Flag

Saturday 10th June - HM The Queen Official Birthday
Union Flag

(Trooping the Colour. Honours List)

This is also the birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh
(1921)

The Union Flag will also be
raised on Carnival Day



Exercise your brain, de-stress and get fit for summ er!

We all know the physical benefits that regular moderate exercise can bring you, most people understand that
they need to take regular exercise to maintain a healthy heart, reduce the risk of diabetes and/or osteoporosis
and increase energy levels (amongst other things — the list is quite frankly endless). Many people however fail
to overlook the psychological impact of regular exercise and many of these come as an indirect result of what
you are doing for your physical being — two for the price of one!

During exercise, the brain releases a number of highly powerful chemicals such as serotonin, dopamine,
norepinephrine and endorphins — all known to have calming effects. The most powerful of the twenty or so
endorphins released during exercise are beta — endorphins, they help reduce pain and stimulate feelings of
euphoria (Runners High) and they can seriously strengthen your immune system.

Other psychological benefits include:-

Improved self esteem and a greater sense of self reliance and confidence

Improved mental alertness, perception and information processing

Increased perceptions of acceptance by others

Decreased overall feelings of stress, anxiety and tension

Reduced frustration with daily problems and more constructive responses to disappointments and failure

Exercise can also be fun! Why not come and try the exercise bikes at the Plough Road Fitness Centre
during our 24 hour static bikeathon in support of t he British Heart Foundation? The event will run
from 06.00 on Saturday 10 ™ June to 06.00 on Sunday 11 ™ June and we are asking you to get involved

by filling one (or more!) of the 20 minute slots av  ailable on the day. There is no challenge involved -
this is purely for fun and to raise valuable funds for a worthy organisation. We want to get as many
people as possible involved so why not bring a frie nd or family member (over 16 only please and non
members are welcome to join in!). Please drop int o the Plough Road Fitness Centre to register and
collect a sponsorship form(s)!

If this isn’t enough to convince you and motivation is a problem then come and talk to one of the staff at the
Plough Road Fitness Centre or call 01206 250059 and we’ll be glad to help you find your way to a fitter mind
and greater sense of wellbeing.

WELCOME

Sheep with long legs
Am | seeing things?
I look again, long pegs?
The head and neck is not right
Yet its body is wool covered.
Two are white
One is black | discover.
Ah! now | recall
At the Tendring Show some were there
They are alpacas about five feet tall.
Now to Great Bentley in a field, but where?
| can see them
To watch and stare.
What a woolly change from sheep
with short legs
These newcomers with long legs
WELCOME

D. Gibbs
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Thorrington Pre-School
Open Day.
Wednesday 21st June 2006
Thorrington Village Hall,
Opposite Chapel Lane
Thorrington,

Come along between 1-3pm.

Would you like your child, children to have the
opportunity to join our friendly, caring and
stimulating pre-school.

Come along and join in the fun and look around
our pre-school,

Meet the children, parents, carers and a very
dedicated staff team.

We take great pride in our pre-school and this is
reflected in

our GOOD OFSTED REPORT.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
LAURA ON 07814043242.

Great Bentley Methodist Church
in the centre of Great Bentley Green

FLOWER FESTIVAL
& Saturday Craft Fayre

concert by
Cavendar Singers
pm
Saturday 1st July

Strawberry Teas & Stalls

Saturday 1st July 10am to 7pm
Sunday 2nd July 1pm to 5pm
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What's On

COFFEE MORNING
Friday 2nd June

Great Bentley Methodist Church
10am - 12 noon

Proceeds for Flower Festival
and Church Funds

Bentley Green Players

AGM

To be held in the Vestry
at St Mary’s Church

On
Monday 26th June 2006

Starting at 7.30 pm

You will be made very welcome
So please come and join us



Peter’s

Potterings

To water or not to water that is the question.....

With all the talk about hosepipe bans and maybe
even a drought order which would stop us using
hosepipes and water for anything except essential
need, perhaps it is time for reflection.

Now | know that | am not that old but things have
changed considerably in the last 50 years. Get
ready with the ‘violins and handkerchiefs’ as | recall
the hardships of my youth. There was no mains
water to our house (and | am talking about Plough
Road here not in the wilds) and our task before we
went to bed was to pump water from the well (50
pumps each) up into the water storage tank in the
roof, otherwise we ran out of water for the morning
ablutions. No showers or baths every morning in
those days (that was restricted to Friday evenings
when you carried in a kettle of hot water into the
bathroom to refresh the already cooling bath water).
So what is all this nostalgia about? Well now
everything is ‘on tap’ and it is so easy to just use it.
There is no doubt that if you just have to turn the tap
on and then spray water onto your plants you tend
to use a lot more water. If you have to dip the
watering can into the water butt, then carry it to the
plants or pots that need watering, you tend to think
about it a lot more and use the water more wisely. It
is common sense really if you can use water from a
can and pour it just around the plant roots it is going
to be more economical.

There are also other ways to minimise the amount of
water actually needed by the plants. The main one
is to stop the sun getting on to the soil surface,
warming it up so that the moisture in the soil
evaporates. To do this put a layer of insulating
material on top of the soil. This can consist of any
suitable mulching material such as compost, bark
chippings, or for pots pebbles or gravel. It allows
any water to run through into the soil and keeps the
sun off the surface. 1 don't know how much this
saves but the plants definitely seem to appreciate it.

Anyway what's happening in the garden at the
moment. Firstly the grass is growing like mad. |
went away for a few days and cut the lawn before |
went and when | came back it had grown about six
inches (well it seemed like it!). | took off three times
as much grass cuttings as normal and they all went
into the compost bin. Incidentally the compost at the
bottom of the bin was beautiful, all nicely composted
down, and was duly used on the garden before | put
the lawn mowings in. To keep the lawn mowings
from going mushy in the bin mix in some harder
material such as mature weeds, light prunings etc.
At this time of year keep cutting your grass very
frequently. As we get into July and August the soil

18

gets drier and the grass has a rest, and you can as
well.

With the slow and late start to the growing season
this year | must admit | have lots of seeds still to
sow. | only planted my shallots and onion sets at the
end of April. They are currently growing strongly,
and as | walked around the allotments the other day
I noticed some of the onion sets which had obviously
been sown much earlier, had seed heads on them
which affects the final size of the onion and also its
keeping quality. Nature has a way of getting its own
way and will automatically compensate for most
climatic changes, for example the fruit may be
smaller if there is low rainfall but it is usually much
sweeter.

| always say it at this time of year, but keep the hoe
going. Even if you don't see any weeds on the
surface a quick going over with the hoe will loosen
the top surface and help to conserve the moisture
down below as mentioned earlier in this article.

Do not be in too much of a hurry to plant out the
summer bedding. It always used to be the 1st/2nd
week of June but now it seems plants are in the
shops from the end of April. If they are young and
tender and get put out into the big wide world before
they are ready they will sulk, before they decide to
start growing again. Busy Lizzies are particularly
prone to this, they don't like the cold nights. Perhaps
you might try some of the plants that like hot and
possibly dry conditions. Anything with silvery leaves
is usually “Mediterranean” and falls into this
category. Any of the geraniums are also tolerant of
a lack of water, in fact if geraniums get too much
water they produce lots of green leaf and don't
flower so much. If you have them in containers let
them dry out occasionally as this then encourages
them to flower. When you first plant them out see if
the growing tips need pinching out. This makes the
plant branch out lower down and gives a much more
stocky plant. You will delay the start of flowering but
you will get lots more flower later on. This is
particularly important with the shop bought plants
such as marigolds that have a single stem with a
flower on top. They are tall and spindly but the
customers like to see the plants in flower. Be hard
hearted and pinch the top out and see the benefits
later on.

PETER ALLINGTON



GREAT BENTLEY
ART CLUB

Given to us by a volunteer at the Hospice. who
remembers her Grandmother reciting this to her but
the author is unknown.

Just One Day at a Time

Just one day at a time
Any Mother loved that phrase,
Just one day at a time,

34th ANNUAL EXHIBITION

2006 Why peer with anxious eyes
To some mysterious unknown trace,
at Within the future lies.

Great Bentley Village Hall The day we live in has its work,

Its blessing and its pleasure
And God will grant tomorrow strength
With love’s unstinted measure.

on
Saturday and Sunday
10th and 11th June
So take this day you're living
And fill it to the brim,

With gladness and thanksgiving
Don'’t worry over years to be
Leave past and future in God’s hands
Live one day at a time.

10am until 5pm
Entry by programme 50p

Refreshments available

NORTH ESSEX CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION
Great Bentley Branch

Invites you to a

GARDEN PARTY

at

Moorlands, The Green,
Great Bentley
(by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Bob Wright)
on
Sunday 11th June
3.30pm - 6.00pm

Sandwiches Cake Stall
Strawberries & Cream Raffle
Cakes Plant Stall

Tickets: £6 each

» For further details and/or bookings, contact:

= Donald Walker

: Wellers, Thorrington Road, Great Bentley 250172
« Thorrington Road, Great Bentley, 01206 250171
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Last Minute Carnival Plea!

Only four weeks to go and we are busy, busy, busy! Please take the time to read our article and if anybody
could offer us any help, we would be very grateful!

Procession:

If you would like to take part, either on foot or on a float, please give me a ring.

If you know anyone that might have something colourful, interesting or noisy and would like to take part, give
them a nudge! We have a lovely cup for ‘Visiting groups’.

| have had two wonderful people volunteer to be a road steward at the road closure points but I still need two
more!

Stalls:
Our usual plea for the following:

Cakes for our Tea Tent. This is a big earner for us and | know Janet Taylor would very much appreciate
any help that you can offer, either in it for an hour or so, or by making cakes / sandwiches/rolls. Please give
her a ring on 250 087.

Books

Crockery

Three or four people to help run two stalls — Both will be set up for you and ready to run, all you have to do is
work hard all afternoon, give us the money and collapse in a heap at home at 5.00pm with a cup of tea and a
cake that you will have brought at one of our cake stalls!

Carnival Programme :

A week or two before the Carnival we will be knocking on as many doors as possible to sell you a programme.
These cost £1.00 each and this is our number one fund raiser on the day so please, if you can, buy one —
there is a £50 lucky number draw for a lucky winner that is drawn on the day. Return it on the day or pop it
through my door.

Carnival Queen Float:
We desperately need any offers to tow three lovely girls on their float for the following dates:

Brightlingsea 17" June, Stowmarket 15" July, Clacton 12" August, Walton 19" August and Burnham 30"
September (evening carnival).

5 — a — side Football Competition:
The football club are again holding their annual competitions, lots of teams playing from about 10.00am, so lots
of support needed.

Phew! Looking back it looks like | have written a page full of demands! All money raised goes to the Great
Bentley Youth Groups and we have a lot of fun organising the day, we just hope that you all enjoy the day too.
See you on the 24™!

Bev Adams
Secretary Tel: 250 724
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QUIZ TIME

Bangers (but no mash). Models and makes of cars past and present.

E.g. Part of the Royal Regalia (7).
Answer - Sceptre.

Questions

1 Cross the water. (4)

2 Dancing men. (6)

3 Mr. Powers | presume. (6)

4 Old London gardens. (8)

5 Gracie's Isle. (5)

6 Ski here in ltaly. (7)

7 The Dreaming Spires........ (6)
8...... its Fenland counterpart. (9)
9 Monarch's daughter. (8)

10 A star sign. (7)

11 Musically quick. (7)

12 Bird of prey. (4)

13 Northern river. (6)

14 Mythical beast. (6)

15 Run in St. Moritz. (6)

Last months answers

1 Ducks and Drakes.
2 David and Bathsheba.
3 Isaac and Rebecca.
4 Heaven and Earth.
5 Peter and Zara.
6 Denmark and Holland.
7 Copper and Zinc.
8 Orville and Wilbur.
9 Champagne and Stout.
10 Tangerine and Orange.
11 Mars and Jupiter.
12 Blue and White,
13 Sharks and Jets.
14 Ruth and Ester.
15 Henry vm and Anne Boleyn.
16 Potatoes and Cabbage.
17 Torch and Book.
18 Q and Z.
19 Tanganyika and Zanzibar.
20 Khartoum and Cairo.

16 Issigoni's little vehicle. (4) 17 Festival. (6)

18 E.g. Tenor or baritone. (6)
19 The Big Cat. (6)

20 Spanish city. (7)

21 A gentle breeze. (6)

22 E.g. wanderer or nomad. (5)
23 Dick in 'Take if ftom here.' (7)
24 Roman official. (6)

25 Much liked by Mr. Ford. (7)
26 A curved sword. (8)

27 Chaperone. (6)

28 E.g. Leo, Libra, Virgo. (6)
29 A pirate Captain. (6)

30 Queens flag. (8)

21 Ireland and Denmark

22 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.
23 London and Birmingham.

24 White wine and soda water.

25 Phobos and Diemos.

Small response to last
month’s effort, but no all
correct entries
unfortunately, so no prize

this month
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Cookery Corper

FLOWER POWER

Some time this month the shrubby elder tree which is at the end of my garden, rooted in the no-man’s land
between my fence and the chain-link fence of the school, will burst into flower and once again | forgive its
rather mangy appearance for most of the year. | love the deliciously scented, delicate clusters of white
blossom and, according to Richard Mabey in Food for Free, the flowers of the elder have a multitude of uses:
they can be munched raw, made into a refreshing drink, a fool, a preserve or dipped in batter and fried. They
are also used medicinally for eye-lotions and skin ointments.

Do remember though, to be cautious if picking any flowers which grow in the wild. Do not damage the
plant and pick only a few blossoms from each shrub or tree. Not only is it very selfish to strip all the blossoms
for aesthetic reasons, the plant will not be able to fruit and the berries of the elder are useful to man (Mabey
gives a recipe for Pontack sauce which | intend to try this coming Autumn), and - perhaps more importantly -
the birds adore them,

Cut the cluster of blossom with about two inches of stem attached, Check for insects, which can be shaken
out, or if they are stubborn, picked out by hand. Do not wash the flowers as this will spoil the scent.
As | have said above you can eat the flowers raw, or try the recipes given below.

Elderflower cordial

20-30 heads of elderflowers, zest of 2 lemons and 1 orange, around 1.5 kg of granulated or caster sugar
approx. 200ml freshly squeezed lemon juice, tartaric acid (optional, this enables the cordial to be kept for up to
a year in sterilised bottles, but even without the acid it will keep for several weeks in the fridge).

De-bug the elderflowers and place them in a large bowl with the zest of the lemon and orange zest. Pour in
around 1%-2 litres of just boiled water. Cover and leave at least 4 hours until cool. Strain the liquid through a
clean cloth or jelly bag. Measure the amount of liquid and pour it into a saucepan. For every 500ml of liquid
add 350g of sugar, 50ml of lemon juice and a heaped teaspoon of tartaric acid if you are using it. Heat to
dissolve the sugar, stirring occasionally Bring to a boil, skimming off any scum, leave to cool then strain
through the cloth or jelly bag. Pour through a funnel into bottles to within 2-3cms from the top and seal with
screw-tops or corks, alternatively it can be frozen. To serve, dilute to taste with ice-cold water.

Elderflower and Gooseberry Fool (serves 6)

10 elderflower heads plus a few for decoration (de-bugged), 500g gooseberries (topped and tailed), 2-4 tbls
caster sugar, a strip of lemon zest, 300ml double cream.

Put all the ingredients, except the cream into a saucepan with a splash of water to prevent sticking, and place
over a low heat until the sugar has dissolved. Bring to a gentle simmer and cook for about 10-15 minutes until
the gooseberries are soft and beginning to break up. Rub the mixture through a sieve into a bowl, then taste
for sweetness, it may be necessary to add more sugar. Whip the cream into soft peaks and fold into the
gooseberry purée. Chill for at least 2 hours and serve in large wine glasses decorated with a sprig of
elderflower. Some home made biscuits or very good shop bought ones would be a good accompaniment.

Elderflower and Gooseberry Preserve

For every 5009 of prepared gooseberries, take 4 flower heads de-stalked, %litre of water and 500g of sugar.
Place the gooseberries and water in a pan. Simmer for half an hour, mashing the fruit to a pulp once it
becomes soft enough. Add the sugar, stir rapidly until dissolved, and bring to the boil. Then add the elder
flowers, tied in a neat bundle of muslin, and boil rapidly until setting point is reached. Remove the flowers and
pot in the usual way. (Those of you new to jam or preserve making can find the basic information in any basic
cookbook). The elderflowers quite transform the flavour of the gooseberries.

Elderflower Fritters.

Make a thin batter from 4 tbls of flour, 1 egg and about 1% cupfuls of water. Hold the flower heads by the stalk
and dip into the batter. Strain of any excess and deep fry in hot oil until golden brown. Trim off the stalk and
serve with caster sugar and a squeeze of lemon juice, or, as Mabey suggests, a little fresh mint.

G.R.
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W.I.

At the May meeting held on the 2nd May in the Village
Hall, members were welcomed by Chris Aplin,
President, and there followed a discussion on the two
resolutions - a) Renewable Energy b) Sport for a
healthy population. The members were unanimous in
their votes to pass both resolutions. This was followed
by Cheese and Wine, plus two fun quizzes in Social
Time.

At the next meeting on the 6th June, Mrs Margaret
Fleming will give a talk “A wardrobe of clothes and
nothing to wear”.

ADVANCE NOTICE - by kind invitation from Mrs Mary
Fox, to view her beautiful garden at St Mary’s Hall, Gt
Bentley, the W.I. will hold a Coffee Morning on Friday
14th July from 10.00am - 12.30pm. There will be
stalls of books, cakes, card sales, bring and buy and
raffle. £1 entry with coffee and biscuits. YOU ARE
ALL WELCOME!

GARDENING CLUB

Tuesday 20th June

Evening Visit to
Marks Hall, Coggeshall

Meet at Village Hall 6.00pm

Ring 252182 for details
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HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday 8th June
Village Hall
8.00pm
Derek Thornberry

Preserving the Past for the Future

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The AGM was held in the Village Hall on April 26th.
The officers and committee remain the same as last
year.

A Social afternoon followed. Jeanette Morris
produced some very unusual words for “Call My Bluff”.
Eve Hickley and Edna Collins instigated a most
successful “Silly Auction”. Joye read out two poems
written by Connie Gosling and Renee Day read two of
Pam Ayres poems

Diary of Events for June

Saturday 17th June - Strawberry Tea at Westwood
House

Wednesday 21st - Village Hall, 2pm, Susan Ling
“Granny’s Attic”.

Friday 30th - Outing to Dunwich and Aldeburgh

Competition: The Oldest Kitchen Tool in Use

ART CLUB

Friday 9th June
Set up for the Exhibition

Saturday 10th
Sunday 11th June

ANNUAL EXHIBITION
Tuesday 13th June
Painting at Marsh Farm, Brightlingsea
Tuesday 20th June
Painting at the Quarters House, Alresford
Tuesday 27th June

Painting at Joan’s garden, Aingers Green



Children’s Page

Answer on page 32
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FISH NEWS ....

The winter fish such as cod and herrings have moved
on and Tony is now catching the long awaited for local
skate (thornback ray, which is not one of the alerted,
endangered species) plus some beautiful sea bass
and dover soles. We have also had lobsters and crabs
for the last few weeks along with some grey mullet, a
few very nice turbot and at the moment just a small
amount of dog fish (rock eel).

With the departure of the herring, we have lost our
best local source of the important omega 3 oils.
Salmon another very good source is obviously not
caught around here too often but we have become
official suppliers of Loch Duart Scottish Salmon, a
farmed salmon of the highest quality. (Not available
from the Farmers’ Market obviously). The famous
Loch Fyne and Conran restaurants serve it and The
Daily Telegraph recently gave it the gold award for
best food in its “Tastes of Britain” competition. The
unique low-volume rearing system mimics nature as
much as possible to produce lean, fit fish which
celebrity chef Rick Stein praised as “the closest thing
to a wild salmon I've ever seen”.

Farmers Market — New Stallholders for next month

(hopefully!)

Monarch Farm — homemade ice creams made from
goatsmilk

Coldham Wood Mushrooms — pesticide and chemical
free

Just Soups — homemade fresh seasonal soups
Local Honey

Also
Homemade Bread

Tony & Kerry Anderson
Tony’s Fresh Fish

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY
PEGGY EVERETT

June 5th

Have a lovely day
All our love
from your family
XXXX
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COACH OUTING

Friday 30th June

Outing to Aldeburgh if fine, or Snape if wet, with lunch
at Dunwich. Leave Aingers Green at 9.20am and
return for home at 4.30pm. Pick-ups in the village

Cost £13 (includes fare and lunch)

If interested contact Joye on 01206 250808

CAN YOU HELP?

The Football Club would like a television
to watch the World Cup.

About 28" or bigger.
Willing to pay up to £100.

Ring 07754 756682

CONGRATULATIONS TO
CAROL, ANTHONY and
HARRIET KERRIDGE

on the safe arrival of
EDWARD, born on 3rd May

With love from all your family



Cricket Club News

Under 13s play their first league game

The under 13s put up a good
performance in this, their first
match ever, but it was not quite
good enough to beat a very
experienced Copford team.

Danny Hunt the team captain won
the toss and decided to bat, but
the experience and pace of the
Copford bowlers proved to be just
too much, with only 2 players,
Joseph Bodily and Bobby Kemp,
scoring runs (1 each) in a total of
just 4, the other 2 runs coming
from byes. The score could have
been better but for Bobby Kemp
and Nick Beard being dismissed
to very good catches by the
Copford players.

Copford reached the required
runs in just 1.5 overs, Matt
French and Bobby Kemp bowled
well and made them work for the
runs.

As the game was over in such a
short period the teams choose to
play a second friendly game of
ten overs. Copford batted first
and made a decent total of 30
runs. With the experience gained
from the first match the team
were keen to improve on the
performance were just 10 runs
short of the total as the last wicket
fell, they all learnt so much from
the first game and things are
looking good for the rest of the
season

There were no long faces or
disappointment in the team, but a

Coaching Practice/Nights

The coaching
sessions are
going extremely
well at present
and we now have
up to 50 children
on the green on a
Thursday evening.
The three
coaches are
working very hard
to deliver a
structured and
organized
session, but the
numbers are

sense of pride in playing the game in the right spirit and doing
their best against the fastest and most accurate bowling they

had ever faced.

| was particularly proud when the Lady who

was serving the refreshments commented on how well behaved
and polite the children were. A great credit to the club and the

village.

Thanks to all the parents who came along to support and get
the children to the game, the journey was a little longer than
expected but wasn't it good to see the countryside and the pitch
where Eight Ash Green play !!!!

making it a little difficult to
give one on one tuition
where required for the
older children starting the
competitive games.

If you think you could help
out with the coaching
sessions, please contact
the Club Welfare Officer
Neil Morton who will be
happy to let you know
what is required. We are
also looking for someone
to help with the
administration on a
Thursday evening.

Membership renewal:

Membership renewal is now

due for the 2006/7 period.
The cost of membership is
still the same :

Playing Membership £25
Social Membership £5
Junior Membership £2
Just ask for the renewal
form at the club and leave
your payment with the bar-
man.

New Members Welcome
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Games in
June

1st Team

Sun 4 Jun - Lt Bardfield Home
Sun 11 Jun - Gt Totham Away
Sat 17 Jun - Ardleigh Away
Sun 25 Jun - Chappel Away

2nd Team
Sat 10 Jun - St Osyth Away

Sat 17 Jun - Ardleigh Away

Sun 18 Jun - Lt Bardfield Away
Sun 25 Jun - N Springfield Home
U 13's

Thurs 1 Jun - Earles Colne Home
Thurs 8 Jun - Gt Bromley Home
Thurs 22 Jun - Kelvedon Away
Thurs 29 Jun - Mistley Home

Results
First Team
Gosfield - Lost by 1 Run
Bocking - Lost By 17 Runs

Second Team

N Springfield - Lost By 37
Runs

St Osyth - Lost by 70 Runs

U 13's
Copford - Lost by 10 wickets

Detailed results and match
reports can be seen on the
club website at:

www.gbcc.play-cricket.com



Mary Margaret Lord

Mary was born; Mary Stewart, in the village of Broxburn, not far from Edinburgh. Her family moved to
Morehams Hall in Frating in 1926. She was the eldest of four children, the others being her brother Crawford
and sisters Joan and Ann.

On the farm she had a happy free spirited and active childhood. Skating on the frozen pond in winter, building
a raft in summer. She climbed trees and drainpipes; her brother Crawford even remembers her climbing up
protruding stones on the corner of a house. She had no fear of heights. She once had to rescue him; after he,
fell from a tree and was suspended mid-air, caught by his trousers.

That spirit of determination, courage and lack of fear served her well in the years to come. At the age of 16,
whilst staying with an aunt in London, she was taken seriously ill. By chance and good fortune she found
herself in Guys Hospital. Over many weeks and after a major operation, she faced the remainder of her life
with only one kidney. She never had a word of complaint, she faced life and got on with it.

During the war, she was unable to join the main services, so she joined the NAFFI, where she held the
equivalent rank of Captain. She was stationed at Thetford then Mildenhall and Lakenheath until they were fully
taken over by American Forces.

An essential part of the job was driving. When asked at the interview ‘Can you drive ?° She replied ‘Yes, of
course!’. She got the job, but immediately went out and bought a book about driving; and practised pedal
movements in the train on the way home. When taking up the posting , she was given the keys to a jeep and
asked to drive it round the base, just to show them how good a driver she was; the result was; that from then
on she was free on the open road.

Further responsibility took her to airbases all over Bedfordshire, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire. One particular
event that stuck in her memory was at Melton Mowbray, where she was one of the few people allowed on and
off the camp, as the paratroopers waited to go to Arnhem, everyone was sworn to secrecy awaiting the day to
go. This went on for ten days, and then she arrived one morning to find the whole camp empty. A visit she
made to the war cemetery at Arnhem, many years later, was almost too hard to bear.

After the war, civilian life saw her working in schools, hospitals and her aunt’s hotel in London. She met
Gordon Lord at the Caledonian Society’'s New Years ball in Colchester Town Hall. They married in Great
Bromley church in 1955 and lived happily at Edens Farm, Great Bentley. They had two children Roger and
Marianne and she was very proud of all her grandchildren. She played an active role in local life as well as
supporting Gordon’s bowling and local council interests and regularly acted as hostess to a wide range of
visitors to the farmhouse. On one occasion some visiting Americans who had come to trace their ancestors,
had brought some Canadian friends. As the conversation progressed it turned out that they lived next door to
Mary’s cousin; who had left Scotland to go to Canada. It is a small world. Mary had many friends near and far,
in Scotland, Canada, America, Australia and elsewhere.

She will be sadly missed, but will be remembered for her courage in overcoming many problems in life,
stoically; determined to succeed and never to give in.

During the heat of the space race in the 1960'sSNAlecided it needed a ball point pen to write in
the zero gravity confines of its space capsulefterAonsiderable research and development, the
Astronaut Pen was developed at a cost of $1 millidrhe pen worked and also enjoyed some
modest success as a novelty item back here on. edile Soviet Union, faced with the same
problem, used a pencil!
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Parish Council Annual Report
From the Annual Parish meeting held
on 4" May 2006

The Parish Council has had a very busy year serving and
responding to the needs of the village.

Thank you to you the parishioners for keeping us
informed with the problems that you have experienced
throughout the year.

Farewells

During the year we have said goodbye to three long
serving Councillors, Christine Black, Hilary Burdett and
David Hinds. We thank them for their service over the
years. At the end of March this year Geoff Catchpole
retired as our clerk. This is after 30 years service and a
special thank you party was held for him to bid him a
happy retirement. Geoff is going to help us in an advisory
capacity until the new clerk has settled in.

Welcomes

New councillors have been elected and appointed during
the year and we welcome them onto the council. They are
George Wright, David Gibbon, Jonathon Hills, Peter
Balbirnie and Ted Fox. In December Janet Bloomfield
joined us as an assistant clerk and has now become our
clerk. We wish her all the best working with us for the good
of Great Bentley. We are pleased to have with us at our
monthly Parish Council meetings Derek Robinson our new
County Councillor.

Footways and Street lighting

During the year two new street lights have been installed
at dark spots in the village. One is opposite the Village Hall
and the other along the new and welcome pathway
installed by the County Council in Thorrington Road.

Affordable Housing

You will all have seen the exhibition by the Rural Housing
Trust on affordable housing in St Mary’'s Road Aingers
Green. Well the government has not yet come up with the
finance for this project even though there are 48 local
families registered for the proposed 12 houses. The Trust
is confident that the money will come and therefore is to
apply for planning permission fairly soon.

Parish Community Resource Centre

You will all be aware that the Centre is how open twice a
week for you to call in. Tuesdays from 9.30 to 12.30 and
Thursdays 2 to 7pm.. Resources are there to help you
contact outside authorities as well as consult about Village
and Planning information.

Young People and youth activities

During the year a basketball net and Cone Climber were
installed in the play area. This was part funded by a BIFFA
award. A junior size Goal post has been erected on the
Green for young people to use. During the year we had a
petition by young people in the village asking for
Skateboard or Mountain Bike facilities. The issue here is
land where the noise from this would not cause a nuisance
to residents. We are still searching and the issue has not
been forgotten. We are very pleased with the formation of
Youth Football training in the village and have been able to
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support them with the space for a pitch and set aside
money in the budget should it be needed.
Tel No 01206 250087 for information.

Planning

The big issue has been the presence in the Tendring
District Local Plan of Industrial development at the
Oasis site at Frating. This is yet to be contested in front
of a planning inspector. Developers have suggested
several other housing development sites around the
village and over near the Oasis site none of which
have been supported by us or Tendring District
Council.

Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs)

Following a public meeting and vote to seek your views
over this the Council placed an order with the Police
Authority. Ms Filer has been appointed as our PCSO
and is now being given local experience with one of
our Police Constables. Later this month she should be
seen on foot in the village.

Orange Mast

During the year with the support of the Parish Council
the Planning permission for the Orange mast was
agreed to be transferred further East from the original
site in the woods surrounding the pumping station to a
hedge line between fields.

The Pond

A great deal of effort has gone into clearing the pond of
weed growth. There had been fears that the removal of
these plants together with their roots would disturb the
clay liner in the pond. However the roots had not
penetrated the clay and the subsequent pond levels
compared with the ground water level have proved that
the pond still holds water. We have a promise of
providing a water supply to the pond to keep the water
level up and have been disappointed that this has not
yet occurred.

Parking near the Surgery

As we all know parking on the Green is illegal and the
Parish Council has to take steps to uphold the law and
so protect our Green. This year the worst area has
been near the surgery with the pressures of many
people coming into the village and trying to park. We
want to encourage people to use our surgery and so
we have this dilemma of what best to do. By law we
cannot give up Green without replacing it elsewhere.
This is what happened when the road was closed
across the Green. The land given back to the Green
was used to widen the other roads so that they could
take the traffic. None was left over and Trevor Aplin
who watched these things at the time carefully made
sure that there was an exact balance. We do
encourage users of the surgery to use the lane behind
the surgery (Forge lane) to park in and use the little cut
through by Bentley House specially provided by the
Doctors. Meanwhile, in a similar manner as we did
near the post office, we are to raise the height of the
kerbs to deter vehicles mounting the Green.



Fly Tipping

This past year has seen a further increase in the
amount of fly tipping. However because our
Caretaker has been very prompt in getting anything
reported and Onyx the Tendring contractor has
removed things very quickly the nuisance has been
alleviated.

Mineral extraction

We all got excited at Christmas over the unexpected
consultation on Mineral extraction. Unfortunately we
now have to wait until August before we hear
anything further.

Wayleaves across the Green

During the year we had approaches from BT over
the installation of Optic Fibre cables to the Surgery.
Eventually they got their act together and we agreed
to a new wayleave with a suitable payment for the
privilege. However their approach did enable us to
rectify the situation of two poles which had been
erected on the Green without permission. They are
to be removed and cables placed underground.

Highway Verges
The Parish Council still successfully cuts the
highway verges and other areas of land for the
County Council. This operation means that the
verges are cut more often and at appropriate times
to suit the village.

Christmas Tree and Lights

After pressure from members of the community we
tried again this year with the Christmas tree and
fortunately did not get the vandalism of previous
years. They looked a great sight.

Retired Councillors

During the year three retired Councillors died. They
were Gordon Lord, Des Poole and Melle Jansma.
We give thanks for the service they gave to the
village over the years.

Luncheon Clubs

Your Parish Council supports with Grants the two
luncheon clubs for the elderly serving the people of
Great Bentley.

License for use of Green for Entertainment

Due to the change of law in November 2005 even an
open space like the Green has to be licensed if
entertainment such as Public performance of Music.
playing of amplified music and Performance of
Dancing takes place. Thus the Green is now
licensed from 9am to 10.30 pm. Anyone using the
Green for organised events must first have written
permission and sign up to the conditions the Council
has to apply. This does not include alcohol licensing
and these have to be applied for separately.
Extension to the License can also be applied for if
the Parish Council agrees. Under this same change
in law The Plough received permission to extend its
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hours of operation despite opposition from the village.
If the operation does cause nuisance to neighbours
and this can be proved and recorded then the law is
stronger now to have the permission rescinded.

Parking on Double Yellow lines

Even though we only have a small stretch these lines
are badly abused, including local people who should
be aware of the hazard to other drivers and
pedestrians they are causing. In fact the parking on
pavements and across driveways all around this area
of the village is appalling and the people who live there
are fed up with it. We are hoping that once our PCSO
is in place she will be able to move people on and the
message will get through that it is not acceptable. For
most of us walking a few yards is not a problem so
please do not be tempted. 28 penalty fines have been
imposed for people parking on these lines over the
year by the parking attendants from Tendring DC.

Robert Taylor
On behalf of Great Bentley Parish Council

POST OFFICE NEWS

As most of our customers are aware we have had a
petition in our office which we have been asking you to
sign for the last month. This petition has been
instigated by the National Federation of Sub-
Postmasters in response to the Government's
withdrawal of services from local post offices,
specifically the Post Office Card Account, which is
threatening the viability of thousands of post offices.
Thank you to all the people who have already signed.
We have sent back over 730 signatures from Great
Bentley and the surrounding areas. We still have
petition forms and if anyone else would like to add their
signature we would be most grateful.

You have probably also have read in the Press that
BBC TV Licences will no longer be issued in the Post
Office from July this year. We are unsure at the
moment where you will be able to get them from but
the BBC will no doubt let everyone know in due course.

On a more positive note we can still issue car tax
discs, travel insurance policies, order currency for you,
issue game and fishing licenses and even sell stamps
amongst a whole host of other services! Postal Orders
have now been re-vamped and are printed for the
exact amount you require up to £250 and those of you
who bank with our partner banks know how easy it is to
get cash out or pay cheques in.

We look forward to your continuing support.

Ray and Julie



BOGUS CALLERS

A couple of worrying incidents, fortunately our
residents seem to be a little more ‘street wise’ these
days.

Incident 1: Two males called at an address in
Holland on Sea and said that they would ‘treat his
loft for fungus’. They were sent on their way.

Incident 2: Two males called at an address in
Saxmundham Way and asked the 80 year old
householder for a cup of tea. This was refused and
they left the property to meet up with another couple
(one male one female) heard to say ‘we’ll get nothing
there’.

Irish travellers are believed to be involved in both of
these incidents as vehicles belonging to a group of
travellers who had been evicted from a site in Bury
St Edmunds were seen in the areas at the relevant
times.

A warning was put out about fraudsters attempting to
gain your Nationwide Building Society security
details via the internet, they now appear to be trying
the same trick over the telephone. Always please
treat all unsolicited phone calls or emails with great
suspicion.

HOT OFF THE PRESS

A local boy advertised his play station for sale on the
Internet. He then received an email from a man
expressing interest in the play station. He said that
he would send a cheque for £3,500 (far more than
the advertised value of the play station). The boy
was told to cash the cheque, take the value of the
play station from the sum and then send the residue
to an address that would be forwarded to him. This
is a well known scam, the cheque is probably stolen
and will probably, initially, be passed by the Bank,
but then after a few days will tell the poor ‘sucker’
that the cheque is stolen and will not be honoured.
By this time the poor victim will in all probability have
honoured his part of the transaction and posted off
the residue of cash - leaving him several thousands
of pounds out of pocket. Fortunately in this instance
the boy had sold the play station locally.

Calvin Heal
Essex Police

THE HOLY KARAOKE

In a week when it was reported a digital “karaoke
organ” capable of playing up to 2,700 hymns is
replacing the traditional organist.

On a windless autumn morning
When the russet sun hung still
With a congregation yawning

In the church upon the hill

Since their organist departed
For a long and well-earned rest
The hymns had been half-hearted
So the vicar said, at best.

But the salesman assured him
This machine was worth two grand
An amount which almost

floored him

When the money left his hand
From hymns both Anc. and Mod.
To a default-setting sermon
“Now Thank We All Our God”

(In the English or the German)

It would switch from

scripture teaching

Or a deftly-honed epistle

To fire and brimstone preaching
In the time it took to whistle.

Now the verger typed a number
And a hymn came up by name
While a liturgy at slumber
Newly-stumbled on the game
Saw the congregation falter

Till they rapidly joined in

And the chancel, nave and altar
Were vibrating with the din.

“We plough the fields and scatter.”
When the punters gave it welly
Could make the windows shatter
From Plymouth to Pwllhelli

It could chant in ancient latin

So traditionalists were happy

It could sing the purple satin

Or rock out with happy-clappy

With a gospel Hokey-Cokey
And a full house once again
“God bless this karaoke”
Yelled the rector. “And Amen!”

Taken from
A week in verse by
Martin Newell
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VILLAGE OBSERVATIONS

We are told that vandalism has decreased since the football goals have been erected. It seems that damage to the
newly erected fence posts at the cricket pavilion was overlooked as were the youngsters who went into the Village
Hall after the painter had left, to practice their graffiti on the newly painted doors in the foyer. They even left their
names in the stain - or perhaps nicknames. Do the names Jake, Max, Boris or Kes mean anything? If so the
Village Hall Committee would like to hear so that those responsible could pay for the re-paint. Then of course there
is the continued driving and skidding of cars all over the Green and around the spinney that seems to be on the
increase. This is damage to our Green and a danger to the public but the Parish Council can only act on
information received. They are mostly village youngsters that are acting irresponsibly and the police need to know
the car numbers and time and date. One is already well known!!

We have had a litter bin stolen at the end of Station Road and more recently have had smashed slats on the seat
at the same site. At the Village Hall the felt on the roof of a shed containing play group property was ripped off and
has got to be replaced.

We hear from the Parish Council that a licence is needed to use our Green for village functions - for insurance and
safety reasons we are told. What about the influx of motor cycles and cars that descend on Great Bentley every
Wednesday night. Uninvited, unwanted (in the main) without a thought for the general public. lllegally on the
Green, without licences for the use of common land and without insurance cover if someone is run over, without
medical attention available and so the list goes on. Where were the Police the first Wednesday in May whilst bikes
were racing around the village via Aingers Green and Tye Road? (Oh yes they did!!) You would have thought that
they would at least be in attendance at all times. A properly organised bike evening with a responsible body taking
control would probably be accepted by most people but then | don’t suppose there would be any confrontation that
way. For those that think it's wonderful try talking to people who live at the village end of South Side or perhaps the
youngsters practising cricket surrounded by bikers and running the gauntlet when returning to the Pavilion. Oh for
more heavy rain forecasts for Wednesday nights!!

There that's finished the negatives! Positives just lately must be the rejuvenation of the Football and Cricket Clubs.
Three or four football teams playing in leagues next year for the youngest members, another under 14s team in the
pipeline and the success of the two senior teams this past year must rate highly as one of this year’s village
successes.

Also great improvement in the Village Cricket Club with youngsters much in evidence on practice night. The tidy up
of the pavilion area, the new fence (once it's rebuilt after being vandalised), and the new boundary wall (around the
pavilion not on the pitch) are all very noticeable and commendable. With both clubs, | am sure it is the result of
many people giving up their time and making a positive input into the village. The War Memorial is undergoing a
survey and discussions by the Royal British Legion with the Parish Council to possibly repair and clean the
memorial and re-lay a new base with the aid of grant money (hopefully).

Past years have seen the demise of a few village shops and certainly the older generation could name several of
the old shops and services that enabled people to obtain all their needs without leaving the village. Unfortunately
‘progress’ has left us with Tesco’s that well known ‘village friendly’ store for our needs, so it is good to see some
movement on the old closed shops in the village. The old One Stop shop next to the Pharmacy has just re-opened
as a gift shop. On the other side of the Green next to the Post Office a request has been put in for a Fish and Chip
shop which seems to be supported by many. The Post Office is fortunately still there and helps to give the village a
new breath of well being.

The Village Hall building now houses the new Village Resource Centre (Parish Office) available for all members of
the public with their enquiries on parish issues. As this office progresses more and more information will become
available to the public. It will take time for this office to show its worth so as they say ‘the jury is out’ but do give it a
chance and use it.

Another production by the Drama Group in the Methodist Church seemed to be a difficult play to undertake but
seemed to be well appreciated by the audience. Two new actors showing their worth! What a pity more of the
village residents did not see the group of volunteers who spend a lot of their own spare time to entertain a few.

I will finish on a sad note. The result of the special winners competition of Best Village of the Year in which Great
Bentley had entered, ended in failure to reach the second round. Some people know ‘Nuffink'!

A.RW.C.

What are your views on the bikers’ nights, vandalis m and policing situation? We’'d love to hear fromy ou.
ED
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GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

Since last month we have played a few more gamidsder 7, Under 8 and also our Under 13’s havetheid first
game. For a club it is brilliant to have 3 tearteying when we are still such a young club. Waelhd to all the
boys who played in the team it was certainly gandee a youth game played on the full size pitch.

As for next season we have entered teams in theh€stier and District Youth league at Under 8 (stkear 3),
Under 9 (school year 4) and Under 14 level (sclygar 9). We need more players for the under 14l las the
children can only play one year above their agé gou know of anyone who would like to play in tkeam then
please ask them to call Jack Murray who will be aggng the team 087841 822275.

We have entered teams into some five a side toweneas it is that time of the year. Our Under digjer 8's and
Under 13's played at the Colchester Athletic tommaat on Sunday 21May. Cliff and Graham are organising the
Under 7’s, Alan and Andrew the Under 8's and Jauk don the Under 13’s.

To make sure that the club continues to progredstéings are run correctly (which every club shodédand we
need to ensure our Charter Standard) we have nyootdrhmittee meetings. They are not at all formaé (
normally meet in the Plough — so it's more likehatcwith a beer) but we do plan and agree on hevelilb should
be running (and we do like getting things donehe Tommitment is once a month for a couple of hamd we
need volunteers to join the committee. We wolkd A Parents voice on the committee (a Parentsdep)ve also
need a minutes secretary to make a note of actiodiirculate them to the committee for actiongeed. If you
are interested in either of these positions theag® let Graham or | know.

As part of our vision to give all youngsters theagbe to play football and have fun, we have orgah local
primary schools festival which will involve schogtars 1 to 6 from Gt Bentley, St Georges Gt Bromigynstead
Market and St Andrews Weeley. The plans for thelfalbfestival on the 25June are moving on very well and one
thing we are planning is a raffle. If you or angoyou know are able to donate a prize for the gaffivould be
greatly appreciated. If so Cliff, Graham or | wabldve to hear from you.

Thanks,

Scott

Contacts

Scott Young 07762 57203&gott-young@supanet.com
Graham Budingegraham@budinger.co.uk

Cliff Warder _cliff@thewarders.com

FREE
HOME ELECTRICAL SAFETY CHECK

CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR HOME ELECTRICS?

The Electrical Safety Group will conduct free safety checks of your
home electrical system and provide you with a Written Report to keep

A member of the Nat. Inspection Council & The ECA.
PART P REGISTERED

CALL FREE ON

0808-144-6661

WWW.ESGPLC.CO.UK

There are 20 frogs on the Children’s Page
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2005-06

FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 1 RE SULTS:

Sat 29 April A Gosfield United 4-0 L. Scillitoe, K. Russell, G. Knight 2
Sat 6 May H Glemsford & Cav Utd 1-0 S. Oldhamstead
Tues 9 May H Weeley Ahtletic 1-2  G. Knight

Harwich Intermediate Charity Cup

RESERVES BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 2 RESULTS:

Wed 26 April H Brightlingsea Regent 0-4
Sat 29 April A Hedinghams United 4-1  A. Neilson, M. Hesketh, M. Gridley 2
Mon 1 May H Little Oakley Res 2-1  J. Rule, M. Gridley Harwich Junior Charity Cup 1
Wed 3 May A Earls Colne Res 1-4 R.Drew
Sat 13 May H Kelvedon Social Res 1-4 J.Rule
Tues 16 May H Lawford Lads Res 2-1 L. Barrett, I. Morton, M. Gridley 2
Harwich Junior Charity Cup 2
Sat 20 May H Bures United Res 2-1  S. Cardy, M. Hardwick
Tues 23 May H Weeley Athletic Res 1-3  1-3 M. Hardwick Harwich Junior Charity Cup Semi-Final

From a playing point of view, this has been by far the best season Great Bentley Football Club have had in a long
time. When the first team completed the double over Gosfield United on 29th April, it guaranteed them third place in
Division 1. Soon afterwards, it was confirmed that Witham Town Reserves, who finished first, are switching leagues
next season, which left the door open for us to be considered for promaotion to the Premier Division. The Border
League ground standards officer has given our facilities the thumbs-up, and their management committee have
included us in the top flight subject to ratification at the league’s annual constitution meeting.

Of course, promotion would mean extra work for the club. We need to move the pitch a couple of yards in from the
road to allow for a rope surround on match days. We will also have to provide a portable dug-out for each team.
These too, will be in situ only for matches.

The club will also be promoted from junior to intermediate status with the County F.A., which means that the
rope and dug-outs will have to be in place for both first team and reserve games. It is possible that we will be
allocated linesmen in the Premier Division, although the league have been short of these during the season just
ended. The club will be issuing a programme for all first team matches, and will be seeking advertisers for inclusion
in this publication.

The Football Club would like to express its thanks to our regular work force from outside the committee, without
whom our matches would not be possible. These are chiefly Dinah, who washes the kit, Mick, who cuts the pitch,
Bill, who marks it, and Mary, who tends the bar and the players’ culinary needs. Once again, a fantastic job by one
and all.

CLUB EVENTS

Saturday 24 June MEN’'S FIVE-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT. Our popular annual 5-a-side takes place on
Carnival Day, as an additional attraction. The event with about twenty teams will run from 10am and the clubhouse
will be open with both food and drink available. Anyone wishing to enter a team should contact Clive on 251000.

Sunday 25 June YOUTH FIVE-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT. The youth section are holding their first 5-a-side
the day after the men’s, and after seeing the lads’ enthusiasm at the recent Colchester Athletic competition, I'm sure
we'll be in for a great day here. Scott has all the details on 251002.

Friday 7 July ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. This will be held in the clubhouse at 8pm. Here's a
chance for all you enthuasiasts to have your say, or give the club a hand for the coming season. Open to all.

Saturday 15 July AWARDS NIGHT. Our annual dinner, dance and presentation evening takes place at the
Bentley Country Park. Tickets £17. An excellent menu is available with full details from Graham on 250669, but |
would hurry, as tickets are selling fast.

The April Draw was won by No. 24. L. Lynch: 2nd No. 45. C. Buckle: 3rd No. 133. G. McCormick.

The May Draw was won by No. 32, G. Cox; 2nd No. 24. L. Lynch: 3rd No. 91. R. Speck:

The June Draw will be made on 5-a-side day, 24th June. Many thanks to our loyal supporters.

STOP PRESS; The League Constitution Meeting has ratified our place in the Premier Division for 2006-07.
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DIARY FOR JUNE 2006

Thurs 1st PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Fri 2nd COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10am—12noon
Sat 3rd  RECYCLING , Great Bentley (day late due to Bank Holiday)
Tues 6th  POLICE MOBILE UNIT, Plough Inn, 10.50am-11.45am
Tues 6th  W.l. Mrs Margaret Fleming, p. 23

Wed 7th BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary’s Church, 2.15pm

Thurs 8th MOTHERS’ UNION, 1.45pm Vestry Room

Thurs 8th  HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 8pm

Sat 10/Sun 11ART CLUB EXHIBITION, Village Hall, 10am—5pm, p. 19
Sat  10th BIKEATHON, Plough Road Fitness Centre, p. 16

Sun 11th GARDEN PARTY, Moorlands, The Green, p. 19

Mon 12th MAGAZINE DEADLINE

Tues 13th RECYCLING, Aingers Green

Tues 13th ART CLUB, Painting at Marsh Farm, Brightlingsea

Wed 14th FARMERS' MARKET, Village Hall, 2-4pm

Fri 16th RECYCLING, Great Bentley

Fri 16th AUCTION OF PROMISES, School, p. 8

St 17th EVERGREEN CLUB, Strawberry Tea, Westwood House, p. 23
Sun  18th CHURCHES TOGETHER OPEN AIR SERVICE, 3.00pm
Mon 19th BLOOD DONORS, Brightlingsea, p. 7

Tues 20th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Plough Inn, 10.50am-11.45am
Tues 20th ART CLUB, Painting at Quarters House, Alresford

Tues 20th GARDENING CLUB OUTING to Mark’s Hall, Coggeshall, p. 23
Wed 21st THORRINGTON PRE-SCHOOL OPEN DAY, p. 17

Wed 21st EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm

Fri 23rd  MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9am

Sat 24th GREAT BENTLEY CARNIVAL

Mon 26th BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS, AGM, 7.30pm, p. 17

Tues 27th RECYCLING, Aingers Green

Tues 27th ART CLUB, Painting at Joan’s garden, Aingers Green
Thurs 29th BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, 9-1pm

Fri 30th RECYCLING, Great Bentley

Fri 30th EVERGREEN OUTING TO DUNWICH AND ALDEBURGH
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

1st & 2nd July METHODIST CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL , p. 17
23rd July EX SEEKERS SERVICE, St Mary's Church, p. 5
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