EDITORIAL

The Farmers Market had a record number of stalls last month and
goods on sale included everything from mushrooms and muesli to
fish and fresh vegetables. Kerri, who spends an awful lot of time
organising this event is really pleased with the variety of stalls so
why not go along this month to support this village facility. Sadly all
of her advertising boards were removed last month and believe it or
not one local Parish magazine is not allowed to advertise it for fear
of upsetting village businesses!

P. C. Hughes is back on duty and will be extremely pleased to hear
from you regarding any crime taking place in the village. If he is not
on duty you are able to leave a message for him. Our new PCSO is
out and about in all corners of the Parish and at varying times of day
and night. She now has her own mobile phone number on which
she can be contacted. Both mobile phone numbers are recorded on
the front inside cover of the magazine.

After last months letter which contained very critical comments about
“Bikers Night”, two residents have been quick to reply in defence of
these weekly visitors.

| have checked back to a survey which we conducted in June 2003,
the result of which concluded;

“In principal do you object to bikes assembling at Great Bentley on
Wednesday evenings?”

YES 43 NO 339 NOVIEW 3
“Do you object to bikes parking on the Green during their visit?”
YES 47 NO 332 NOVIEW 10

If we have space next month we will publish the results in full.

| am saddened to learn of the resignation of Councillor McWilliams.
Lynda has worked extremely hard for the village over and above the
normal duties expected of a Parish Councillor. The optional extras
like attending meetings with Highways, neatening the Noticeboards,
filling in the Village of the Year entry forms etc. etc. to name just a
few. One of her main strengths was the ability to “persuade”
volunteers to take on relevant roles to enhance village life, she had
numerous relevant contacts.

Please beware. One elderly resident called the other day to tell me
that at 11.30pm a few nights ago, a man knocked at her door. When
challenged he quickly disappeared. He was obviously hoping that
the property was empty. She stayed calm and called the police
immediately.

Carnival Day tomorrow, so thanks to all involved with or taking part
in that. The fair looks set to be the best ever, so have a good day
and enjoy yourselves.

Mary Maskell

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any culpability
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers.
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See page 27



Dear Friends,

I've been to London a couple of times in recentsddy makes good sense to take the train — goodhfor
planet not to drive my car and good for my nerveisto be stuck in the traffic. The obvious thinguhbbe for

me to walk across The Green to Great Bentley $taBat on each occasion | had to take my car. Teedar

journey was to Wivenhoe to catch a convenient ti@ibiverpool Street. The same train could havetad at

Great Bentley but it doesn’t. The second car joyinmas to Colchester in order to be able to cattdteatrain

home. The 10.18pm back from Liverpool Street i& @drly for a Saturday night out!

When railways decide that villages don’'t need mixains, that becomes a self-fulfilling prophesy. fajling
to provide a better service to places like GreattlRy, the railways prevent local people from makgood
use of their local stations. They can then poirdgt&istics showing — surprise, surprise - thatenmgople catch
trains from the stations where they do stop! Theay then claim that there isn’t enough demand fnsrfrom
the places with a limited service and reduce tiseseices even further! How daft can you get!

Self-fulfilling prophesies are interesting things.can’t do this sum — it's impossible!” wails thehild and
gives up. Then the parent has a look and repllesn6t impossible - it's easy!” Once the “impodsiblabel
has been replaced by the “easy” label, the chidtdaagain and finds that the sum can be doneafteGive a
dog or a person a bad name and they are quitg likdive down to their reputation. Value them hegland
treat them accordingly and we bring out the beghém.

Growing closer to God can have the same effecnd@sure of his love and drawing on his goodnesageéms
the way we approach things. Life becomes full cdgpilities. Situations become hopeful. Challengesome
opportunities. People become full of potential. \Wireg on God’s love, joy and peace can make us aflarof
his peace, joy and love into his world. Prayer adship helps that to happen. That's why we’re nediucing
services at our local churches! You can find theetables in this magazine! All aboard for the Gb3jpain!

With all good wishes,
Bernard Metcalfe (Church of England Vicar)

DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST MAGAZINE
MONDAY 17th July 2006

ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”

e-mail: Carole@pncallington.co.uk - Subject: Parish Magazine

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.g  reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk
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ST MARY'S CHURCH

SEEKERS
every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30-4.30pm

BELLING RINGING PRACTICE
every Monday - 7.30pm

CHOIR PRACTICE
every Thursday - 7.30pm

GREAT BENTLEY
METHODIST
CHURCH NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during July.
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

SUNDAY SCHOOL July 2™ Pastor Andy Marsh

1st and 3rd Sunday during term time h . .

9.30am - 10.30am July 9 Pastor David Bavister
th ;

M TRINITY 3 July 16 Debbie Dargan
8.00am Holy Communion July 231 Maddie Whittle
9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School. " . .

39  7.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at July 30 Pastor David Bavister

Windsor, Clacton Road,

Thorrington.
8" 10.00am Holy Communion

2.15pm

Bentley Bears Picnic

Events in July

Flower Festival Don’t forget our Flower Festival on
the ' & 2" July. Theme this yed&Heavenly Bodies”.

7.30pm Deanery Synod with the Bishop afoncert on the Saturday the'Duly at 7.00pm, by the

Chelmsford
6"  3.00pm

Mothers Union Strawberry Tea

Cavender Singers. Tickets £5. On sale at the @ffise.
Prayer Breakfast. Saturday 8 July 08.15. Join us for

7.00pm Confirmation Group in the Vicarage qim e Breakfast and time of prayer, finishing at

gd"  TRINITY 4

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist
12" 10.00am Morning Prayer
13" 8.00pm PCC Meeting in the Vestry Room
1% 10.30am  Quiet Morning at St Mary’s,
Thorrington
16" TRINITY 5
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist
No Sunday School due to
Confirmation Service
10.00am Deanery Area Confirmation at St
Osyth
19"  10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Service at The Oaks.
22% 10.00am Church Vision Meeting in the

Vestry Room
2F° TRINITY 6

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am  Seekers Birthday Celebration
Service
1.00pm Public Baptism
26" 10.00am Holy Communion
24 1.00pm Wedding
30" TRINITY 7
8.00am Holy Communion by extension

11.00am
Thorrington

approximately 09.15

Luncheon Club 11" & 25" July
If you would like to come along to the Luncheon I€lu
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see
if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
yourself to coming each time. Transport can benageéd
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church

Coffee Morning There will be no Coffee Morning this
month because of our Flower Festival. We shabeall
tired out and in need of a rest.

Wedding Saturday 8" July 2pm. Congratulations to
Mark and Emma on their wedding day

Rainbows Fun Afternoon Saturday 18' July. We
welcome Rainbows from Clacton to our Church for
their summer outing and games afternoon.

Each week the following events are held at our Chegh
ring these numbers for more information

Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431
Junior Adventurers  Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.

For children in school year 3 and older.

United Benefice Sung Eucharist at g



SIDESPERSON’'S ROTA

Sunday 2nd July - Trinity 3

Mike & Maida Brown
Penny Metcalfe

Sidespersons
Intercessions -

Sunday 9th July -
Sidespersons

Trinity 4
Eileen & Greg Staffiere

Sunday 16th July -

Sidespersons
Intercessions -

Trinity 5

Judith & Peter Clayton
Auriol Thornton

Sunday 23rd July -
Sidespersons -

St Mary Magdalen
Alex & Paul Ernst

Sunday 30th July - Trinity 11
United Benefice at Thorrington

COFFEE ROTA

2nd Jean Twyman/Mandy Miles
9th  Ben & Hilary Harris

16th Pat & Luke Berriman

23rd  Wendy Smith/Karen Williams
30th Thorrington

CLEANING ROTA

1st Rita Coles/Audrey Meaden
8th  Edna Black

15th Penny Metcalfe

22nd Auriol Thornton

19th Nicky Justice

BAPTISMS

23rd July

James Sebastian Palmer
WEDDINGS

29th July
Warren Tucker and

Joanne Lait

MOTHERS’ UNION

We look forward to our Strawberry Tea in the
Vestry Room at 3pm on Thursday 6th July. It
will be in aid of the Overseas and Relief Funds
which are almost empty because of the great
demands made upon them in the past year.
Many parts of the world have suffered and are
suffering from hunger, Aids and lack of
resources which we take for granted.

Please help our workers to bring help to families
in need and enjoy fellowship and wonderful
local strawberries. There will be a Bring and
Buy stall and a raffle - items for both will be very
welcome.

At the 10am service of Holy Communion on
Wednesday 19th July we shall resume our
custom of praying for dioceses in the Wave of
Prayer as well as our special diocesan and
branch links.

Thank you for everything.

Myrtle Clayton
Tel: 250725



THANK YOU

Animal Bedding

The kind readers of this magazine have continued to
provide Judy and | with lots of excellent bedding which
will be used for the pets at the rescue and re-homing
centres that we assist. Items such as blankets, towels,
sheets, covers, curtains and duvets will be gratefully
appreciated by the animals and those who care for
them. We are grateful too for the pet food which has
also been donated for distribution amongst the various
animal charities.

Thank you all very much.

Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way,
Tel: 251702

* * %

Dear Barbara,

Thank you for bringing into the office your wonderful
donation of £609.72 resulting from your Plant Sale and
Coffee Morning held in Great Bentley. It seems you
were lucky with the weather.

Your donation will help us to offer patients and
their families the best care, both at the Hospice and out
in the community. Living with an advanced illness
brings so much pressure upon the whole family,
especially as their condition deteriorates. Through
specialist nursing, community work, counselling and a
range of therapies we are able to help people manage
their pain and assess their complex social and
emotional needs. It is with your support that we are
able to help our patients live the highest possible quality
of life.

As we celebrate our 21st Birthday, we also look
to the future and are in the process of upgrading our
facilities for patents utilising our inpatient unit. These
facilities will need to be as flexible and dynamic as
possible to ensure that as patients’ needs change, our
facilities can continue to accommodate their wishes.
The main part of the redevelopment programme will
take place this autumn, so we will provide you with an
update on the progress we are making in the next issue
of Time magazine. We shall also be looking at future
plans for St Helena Hospice as our services continue to
grow and strengthen.

Thank you once again for your donation and
continued support of our work. We are very grateful for
all your hard work in making your event so successful
and profitable for our Hospice.

Kind Regards

Allie Hogsbjerg - Fundraising Director

* * %

Peggy Everett would like to say a big thank you to all
her family and friends for all the good wishes, cards,
flowers and gifts that she received for her 80th birthday.
THANK YOU ALL.

HAPPY 10th BIRTHDAY
MEGAN
Hope you have a wonderful day
Lots of Love
Mum, Dad, James and Jessica

XXXXXXXXXX

HAPPY 60th BIRTHDAY

MUM
Good Luck with the Retirement
Enjoy yourself
Lots of love

Paula, Martin, James, Megan, Jessica
Lindsay, Kaneesha and Forest

XXXXXXX

WELCOME TO GREAT BENTLEY

Lorna, Shane,
Maucitia and Jess Walton

who have just moved into

Robin Close



Scouts & Guides

THE PAMPERED CHEF

Time: 19:00

Date: Tues4th July

CALLING

ALL EX-SEEKERS
LEADERS,

OLD SEEKERS .......

Join us on
Sunday 23rd July
at 10.00 am

in St Mary’s Church,
Great Bentley

as we celebrate 30 years of Seekers

ALL WELCOME

GREAT BENTLEY SCOUTS & GUIDES

Dates for your diary
12th July = Committee Meeting, 8pm

3rd September - Flower Show

We will be hosting our usual tea tent. We are asking for
parents to kindly donate cakes for this event. Thank you
in advance.

9th September - Barn Dance led by ‘The Kegs’

This Hillbilly Extravaganza will be held at the Village
Hall.

Wagons Roll in at 7.30pm.

Salon Doors shut at 11.30pm

Raffle: Full Bar will be available.

Tickets will be available from the leaders at the tea tent
on 3rd September and the Post Office.

£8 pre-booked: £10 on the door.

Price includes a Finger-Lickin’ buffet.

Welcome to our new Chairperson - Brian Addisson
and also our new committee members. Thanks for
joining us!

Many thanks to all that attended the Strawberry Fair we
raised £350. Thank you!

Vacancies:

Gardener needed throughout the summer months
Cleaner: Needed for 2 hours a month. Expenses will
be paid. May suit a retired couple.

Committee Secretary - We urgently need to fill this

role, if you are able to help please approach one of the
leaders.

BENTLEY BEARS

PICNIC

WEDNESDAY 5th JULY

2.15pm
St Mary’'s Church

All Bentley Bears and their carers welcome
Special Guest:

The Bishop of
Chelmsford



MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Tuesday 4th July
Tuesday 18th July

10.50am to 11.45am
Outside the Plough Inn

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

HOPPER BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
COST £5.50 RETURN

Village Hall 9.37 11.57 15.17
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38

Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55
Village Hall 10.38 13.58 16.18

If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but
please state this when you book your place.

Please ring 01255 436 962

BRIGHTLINGSEA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

LOWER PARK ROAD
THURSDAY

JULY 27th
9.00am - 1.00pm

RECYCLING
FOR JULY

Aingers Green

Tuesday 11th
Tuesday 25th

Great Bentley

Friday 14th
Friday 28th

BLOOD DONORS

COLCHESTER

Townhouse, 39/42 East Stockwell St

Friday 7th July 14.00-16.00: 17.00-19.15
Friday 21st July 14.00-16.00: 17.00-1915

Abbots Activity Centre, 39 Ladbrook Drive
Wed 12th July 14.00-16.00: 17.00-19.30

Highwoods Community Centre
Friday 28th July 14.00-16.00: 17.00-19.30

Wilson Marriage Centre, Barrack Street
Sunday 30th July
10.15-12.30: 14.00-16.15



Bentley Green Players

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent
production of “A fly in the Ointment”

This production may not have been possible if Clare
White had not agreed to stand in at the last minute to
take over the part of the Policewoman. Did she really
like her pizza with a fried egg on top? Those who
attended will know exactly what | mean. Thank you
so much Clare.

Thank you also to all those kind folks who come and
help us set up and dismantle the stage, we are
always grateful for the help we receive. A big thank
you must go to The Methodist Church who allows us
to literally take over most of the Church for the week
of the production.

And where would we be without Barbara Tricker’s
kind assistance in writing a critic for the group’s
production when the local newspaper was unable to
send their own critic. Thank you so much Barbara
we really do appreciate your written word.

We will soon be busy working out a schedule for the
next production to be held at the Village Hall in
January 2007. | will keep you informed as to the type
of production and when the auditions will be taking
place.

I must mention that the group feels very honoured
and proud to have been asked by the Chairman of
Tendring District Council, Clir. Robert Taylor, to
provide the entertainment this year for The
Chairman’s Christmas Civic Reception at The
Prince’s Theatre in Clacton.

Lynda McWilliams

Chair Bentley Green Players
Tel No 250732

e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk

A FLY IN THE OINTMENT BY
BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS

Bentley Green Players gave us a very entertaining
evening with their latest production, “A Fly In the
Ointment”, by Derek Benfield.

This was classic farce with a cast of stereotyped
characters and a script scattered with clichés and
innuendo. The set, a handsome living room in
Donna’s remote bungalow by the sea, had two
doors, a temperamental window, and even a
cupboard, for a series of comings and goings. There
were misunderstandings and many ridiculous
situations.

Bentley Players tackle this kind of play bravely and,
under John Moss’s direction, made a good job of it.

The start was slow, and the dialogue stilted, but
soon reactions between the players gelled and
carried the piece along.

The cast are all very talented and worked well
together. Liz Moss was a superb femme fatale,
overplaying her part to great effect. Steve Webb
gave us a weak-kneed Minister of the Environment,
anxious to end his involvement and get back his
incriminating photographs. Bev Adams was his
elegant, gullible, long-suffering wife. She is a past
master of this kind of verbal cut and thrust. Clare
White was not entirely convincing as a policewoman,
but she was certainly man-hungry. Peter Harry's gin
soaked doctor staggered about alarmingly.

Young Jamie Plummer, as Albert, the pizza delivery
lad, nearly stole the show. He had just the right
detached jaunty attitude. The whole cast used facial
expressions to great effect, and Jamie’'s knowing
grin was outstanding.

Congratulations to everyone involved with the
production, right down to the efficient prompt girl. It
is a pity that there was not a full house on Friday
night. Everyone there, however, came away with a
smile on his or her face after a really worthwhile
show.

Barbara Tricker

FLAG RAISING

Saturday 22nd July - Salamanca Day - Union Flag

The flag is raised to honour our County Regiment and members named on the War Memorial. It is
also a day to honour all Regiments and Corps in the Army each with their own Regimental Day.



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

PRESIDENT

The Branch Committee are pleased to announce the appointment of Colin Ladley as Branch President. Colin
and Harry Bishop, our late President, were the initiators of the re-instatement of the Branch in 1989. Since
then, Colin has spent many years as an Officer within the Branch.

WELFARE OFFICER

We are looking for someone to take over this appointment. It will involve becoming a case-worker for the
R.B.L. Membership of the Branch is not essential. You will need to be mature, mobile and have an interest in
helping people overcome difficulties. There is no requirement for direct financial dealing. Liaison with the
Branch committee is necessary, but you will be in direct contact with the County Field Officer.

Essential expenses can be claimed if necessary. A two day course and a yearly one-day refresher are
obligatory.

Please contact myself or Beryl - a retired qualified case-worker on 250029.
POPPY APPEAL - COLLECTORS
You may have seen the advertisments in the daily press for The Appeal. The requirements for help from the

Appeal Fund are increasing annually. Dennis Curry, our Poppy Appeal Organiser, is looking for collectors for
this year’s Appeal. If you can help please ring 251717.

Terry Newell

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION TENDRING DISTRICT GROUP

JULY WALKS PROGRAMME

Sunday 2nd Needham Market 8.5 miles  Meet Lake Car Park Leader 01255502976
Thursday 6th  Heybridge Basin 9 miles Meet Free Car Park Leader 01255 427895

Also Rowhedge 5 Miles Meet Ferry Point Leader 01255861135
Sunday 9th  Nacton County Park 8.5 miles Meet Nacton Country Park Leader 01255 240029
Thursday 13th Frinton 8 miles Meet Seafront Golf Club End Leader 01255676121
Sunday 16th Mystery Walk 12 miles Meet Manningtree Station Leader 01206 230791
Thursday 20th Bures 9.5 miles  Meet Village Hall Car Park Leader 01206 867863
Sunday 23rd Ardleigh 9.5 miles  Meet Lay-By Harwich Road Leader 01206 392568
Thursday 27th Thorpe-le-Soken 5 miles + 4.5 miles Meet Scouts Car Park Leader 01255 428532
Friday 28th (6.45pm) 6 miles Cattawade Meet Old Bridge Lay by Leader 01206 392740
Sunday 30th Boxford 9 miles Meet near the School Leader: 01787 227929

All walks commence at 10.00am unless specified
Local Rambler Contact No. Sonia 251319



LETTERS
TO
THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor,

May | enquire, possibly through the Council, do
the platforms at Great Bentley Station meet the Health
and Safety regulations and the Older People and the
Human Rights Act? The platforms in relation to the train
carriage entrance height, are far too low.

Entering is difficult if you are elderly or disabled. |
witnessed an unfortunate accident to an elderly lady who
fell into the carriage, trying to board the train.

Alighting is worse still if you are elderly or
disabled, having a shopping trolley or pushchair. No
wonder the train is often quarter full. At Clacton and
Colchester the platforms are not low, why Bentley?

For pleasurable train travelling visit Tyne & Wear.
Here over 15 years ago the Metro platforms at every
station, were raised to the carriage door height. One
walked straight into the carriage, be it disabled, with a
pram or trolley or in a wheelchair. No wonder train travel
was popular. Why not here, or must an accident have to
happen before they are raised?

D. Gibbs

Tuesday 30th May

| was alerted at 6.45am this morning to the news
that the Surgery mains water tap was turned on. As
people were heard in the grounds around midnight we
can assume that was when the tap was turned on.
There is no attached key to the tap and we have only
two special detachable keys - one locked up in the
building and the other one is in my keeping. Whoever
was responsible for this act must be local to know the
location of the tap, also to be equipped with something
to turn on a tap that is impossible to turn on by hand.
Not only has this wasted gallons of water, but extra
expense, as it is metered. Apart from the usual acts of
mischief and vandalism there is another element that is
disturbing, ALCOHOL! Vodka bottles are frequently
found in and around the Surgery garden and could be a
danger to younger children who are as yet unaware of
the consequences of an undetectable drink. | have also
found evidence of the garden being used as a toilet and
further proof of female use, too disgusting to mention in
words! Against the laws of Health and Hygiene | would
think. | feel that if parents know of these things
happening, children will be aware also. Mostly our
village youngsters are lovely and with good caring
parents but in the wrong company even the best can
sometimes slip up. Don't let it happen to your family.

While this letter makes rather unpleasant reading,
hopefully it will make people aware of what is happening
around the Surgery at night. We are so fortunate to
have our Surgery in the village to help cure and care for
sick bodies and minds, but not to be a playground for
louts with nothing better to do but cause trouble for
others.
Betty Harvey

10

In the June Issue of our village magazine the editor
asked for comments on the piece entitled village
observations.

The subject matter was varied; however one
particular paragraph caught my attention and is a
subject that | have been meaning to comment on for
some time now.

The subject in question is that of the “bikers” who
attend our village on Wednesday evenings throughout
the summer months.

Since moving to the village 4 years ago and as an
avid reader of our extremely well constructed and
informative village magazine | have noticed many
pieces on the subject of the “bikers”, the vast majority of
which have been negative.

As a resident of the south side of the green and
arguably one of the properties that is most affected by
the influx of bikers to our village on a Wednesday
evening | feel that | am in a reasonable position to
comment on the matter.

I can honestly say that “the bikers” have been
nothing but pleasant, friendly and personable for the last
4 years. They offer to move if they are blocking my
entrances without being asked or prompted, which is not
the case when others park and block access to my
garage and barn, they have offered to help me in with
shopping and on one occasion a group of them even
offered to help me transport a tonne of sand that | had
had delivered, through my barn to my back garden! Not
the actions of people who have no thought for others. |
must state that | know none of the “bikers” personally
and don't even know any of their names but can
honestly say in my experience over the last 4 years they
have been nothing but courteous and pleasant.

The bikers clearly enjoy coming to our village, if
not why would they continue to do so. They create
interest in our village, if not why would local and not so
local people walk around the green with their children on
a summers evening observing and commenting on the
bikes. They spend their money in our village which no
doubt local businesses are pleased about. Invariably
they are all gone by 10pm and do not cause disruption
and noise late into the night, admittedly a little rubbish
can sometimes be found on the green the next morning
but | would argue no more than on occasions when
other local groups hold events close to the green.

I must also add | am not a motorbike enthusiast
and don’t know the first thing about motorbikes, and | do
understand that some may find their attendance
disruptive. However | for one welcome their attendance,
we should be proud that they all want to come to our
village. They inject a little atmosphere and fun on a
Wednesday evening and a focal point for the village on
these occasions. Let’s enjoy and relish the fact that we
live in a place that commands such attention.

Jane Hubert, Jasmine Place, The Green



Dear Editor,

I was most disturbed by the article “Village
Observations” in the June issue, not because A.R.W.C.
is not entitled to his/her opinion, but because he/she
seems to be offering those opinions as if they are the
views of everybody; whereas from conversations | have
had with others and also from my own point of view,
they are far from shared by all.

The paragraph in the article referring to “the
bikers” seems to me to be one of the most ungenerous
pieces of writing | have ever read. A large number of
visitors come by motor cycle to sit or stand on the great
facility that is the Green. They meet and talk to like-
minded people. What else do they do? (If a small
group behaved badly in early May it was a tiny
proportion, about the same proportion as we have
vandals in the village. There are always bad elements
in any group, but they should not colour our view of the
whole).

On Wednesday | went down especially to see if |
had missed something terrible about them and all | saw
was neatly parked rows of motor-bikes and a lot of
people enjoying a lovely Summer's evening, an
evening when heavy rain had been wished for by the
mean-spirited A.R.W.C. | talked to some of them as we
queued for sweets in Tesco's; where was the
confrontation that the article suggests they want? Like
the belief that everyone agrees with him/her it's
figment.

The phrase that most angered me, however was
“uninvited, unwanted (in the main)”. What arrogance!
Does anyone need an invitation to visit our lovely
green? Does A.R.W.C. have an invitation when he/she
visits another village and no doubt parks a car there?
Later | spoke to two fellow villagers, coincidentally they
both live on the South side of the green. They were
angered by the article claiming to speak for them as |
was.

Although | have lived here only six years, I'm
rather proud that so many people want to visit our
beautiful village and instead of A.R.W.C.’s aggressive
stance would indeed like to see a nice board as one
approaches from Heckfords Road; it would say:
“GREAT BENTLY WELCOMES THE BIKERS AND
HOPE IN RETURN THEY WILL TREAT THE VILLAGE
WITH THE SAME RESPECT”. There was at one time
a small notice to this effect in the window at “The
Plough”.

| don’t know who A.R.W.C. is but would perhaps
have offered an invitation to discuss this matter over a
drink. Sadly | suspect his/her glass would only have
been half empty; I'm pleased to say that when it comes
to life in this village mine is always decidedly half full.
Reg Allington

Regarding the piece of land situated at the corner of
Birch Avenue and Station Road.

| trust that the land now up for discussion with
the Parish Council and developers, on behalf of the
village will be settled in the best interest of the village.
As | understand it the said pieces of land belong to the
whole village.
V.Smith

The Move the Mast Action Group feel they ought to
comment on the paragraph relating to the Orange mast
in the Parish Council Annual Report in last month’s
magazine, and claims that the Parish Council of the day
assisted in getting the site for the mast moved further
from the village.

The Parish Council of the time repeatedly refused
to assist the Move the Mast Action Group in getting the
mast moved away from our village.

The site further from the village came about
through the generosity of a local farmer who offered land
for the mast. Orange were more than happy with the
new site and Tendring Hundred Water Company did not
oppose it. The only opposition to the new site
repeatedly came from the Parish Council of the day and
it was only at the very last moment when the new site
came before Tendring District Council Planning Meeting
that the then Parish Council decided not to object to the
move. All efforts in securing the new site came from the
Move the Mast Action Group, District Councillor Peter
Balbirnie, our MP Bernard Jenkin, the generosity of the
local farmer and Orange themselves. The Action Group
had been battling the then Parish Council and District
Councillor Robert Taylor for over 2 years to get them to
support us, and the move, but they always made it clear
they would not. Therefore, we firmly believe Tendring
District Council would have approved the new site with
or without Parish Council Support.

From the “Move the Mast Action Group”

Dear Editor

| have recently been made aware that the Parish Council
has been approached regarding the sale of the grass
verge at the right side of the entrance to Birch Avenue,
so as to afford access to the land owned by Mr
Simmons. This | presume is to facilitate the long
expected development of the land between Birch
Avenue, Elm Close and Cedar Way residences and the
railway. If this is so, then serious objections should be
raised, as such a sale would exasperate what is already
a dangerous road area. The expected additional traffic
associated with a housing development, will only add to
the chaotic conditions already experienced by villagers
in the area of “The Cut”.

Should planning permission be granted, and
bearing in mind Birch Avenue and the associated roads
on the estate are a cul-de-sac, what comes in must go
out the same way, doubling the effect on The Cut,
Station Road and Plough Road through the village
centre.

This leads to the development of Mr Simmons’
land, which will inevitably proceed if the traffic problem
can be solved. Should this be the case, then the
question of development density, height of buildings and
layout thereof would have a bearing on the privacy of the
residents who'’s property borders that of Mr Simmons. It
is therefore imperative that any decisions made to
proceed with this development are taken in the interest
of all who will be affected in one way or another by this
project. For this to happen those affected should be
consulted and have a voice in the process.

I trust this will be the case and if not what price
democracy.

Barry Spake
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The hot weather seems to be here again at last — thank goodness — and I'm not going to spoil it by trotting out
all the usual, boring old messages about using sun tan lotion, not getting burned, taking care when swimming/
barbecuing etcetera, etcetera. Blow it! Let's do what Dr Hunt does and live dangerously. It doesn’t seem to do
him much harm.

Yes, he's back — for anyone who hasn’t seen him roaring around the village on his motorbike. (Not
t h e motorbike he took to Africa, please note. He didn't risk his flash dream-machine in the
Saharan sands.) The amazing thing was that he managed to go off sick for a few days almost

immediately he got back, but he now seems to be fully fit and back in the saddle, so to speak. He’s sailing
again too, and he and his partner won their first race of the season a few days ago despite being out of
practice. Oh, to have such natural talent!

On the subject of travelling, we are getting more and more people coming in for jabs that they need for
holidays booked at the last minute. It's a great way to save on holidays, | know, but there can be a slight sting
in the tail when it comes to immunisations.

Firstly, please don't forget that exotic jabs aren’t usually available on the NHS. We have to buy them in and
charge you for doing them. Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, sometimes the jabs need doing weeks
before you go to get full protection from them. Please don’t shoot the messenger if one of the nurses has to tell
you that it's not worth having a jab at the last moment or that it is going to cost you rather more than you might
have hoped. Perhaps it is worth doing a quick check on both points before you book the holiday.

No holidays for the partners just at present, as they have had their noses buried in dozens of applications from
hopeful GPs who would like to replace Dr Steiner when he retires early in 2007. The overall quality of the
doctors applying to come and look after you lot has been astonishing, and narrowing the search down to a
manageable number of interviewees was very hard work. They have finally come up with a short-list and will
be interviewing in the next few days. Hopefully, the identity of the next Great Bentley GP will be known fairly
soon afterwards. Rest assured that whoever gets the job will be an excellent doctor.

Some good news for everyone is that people needing referring to hospital are now to have a choice of where
they go. Initially, the choice will be fairly restricted with three or four options in most cases. Eventually though,
the theory is that you could choose to go wherever in the country you felt would be best for you — even to some
private hospitals.

Personally, I'd settle for a spell in Aberystwyth, Skipton or Keswick every time, but | think that the general idea
is to select the one that offers the highest success rate, the shortest waiting time or perhaps the lowest
incidence of MRSA. | believe that anyone having to choose where to be treated will get plenty of advice on
these and other vital issues as well as mundane matters such as travel arrangements, ease of parking and
how good the food is. We are told that initial reaction from those who have experienced the system has been
really positive, but time will tell how it all works.

The other, closely associated innovation that we will soon be involved in is patients being able to book hospital
appointments when they are actually convenient for them, rather than just being sent one on a “take it or leave
it” basis. That will make a genuine difference to those of us who have to work, or who have regular family
commitments.

Both these new systems will be available very soon here at Great Bentley, once a few adjustments have been
made to some of our computers. We all hope that they will make the overall hospital experience more pleasant
and less stressful.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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Pet's
corner

INBREEDING UNDER SCRUTINY

The welfare aspects of companion animal breeding have
formed the focus of a new and “long overdue” report,
launched by the House of Commons. It is something
most vets feel very strongly about but are powerless to
do much about despite our best efforts.

The report, published by Companion Animal Welfare
Society considers the welfare aspects of modifications,
through selective breeding or biotechnical methods, to
the form, function or behaviour of companion animals. It
has consulted over 200 specialist groups.

It is hoped that the 17 recommendations will be used as
a tool for DEFRA and other bodies to address problems
and promote best practice. In the past most breeding
has been undertaken in pursuit of specific aspects of
colour, fur and feather type, size, conformation and
behaviour but not necessarily welfare consequences.

We see on a day to day basis the results of these
breeding strategies e.g. the long back of the dachshund
often causing disc problems, the wrinkly skin of a Shar
Pei causing no end of skin problems, the short nose of a
Persian cat causing severe breathing and respiratory
problems....the list is long indeed!

The focus on welfare for years has been on the farm and
laboratory side which quite rightly need to be regulated,
but breeding is only regulated on a voluntary basis e.g.
hip scoring both parents before breeding.

The emphasis of the report seems to be that all breeders
should avoid inbreeding. Selection for particular traits
should be avoided unless there is a “clear and justifiable
need for it”".

The problem is that there is very little effective clout
behind most of these reports, and statements like the
last leave open a loophole that is often exploited. You
only have to think about tail-docking, theoretically it is
banned apart from working breeds and should only be
done by a veterinary surgeon. However there are very
few vets doing this and an awful lot of dogs without tails
stilll Have you ever seen a Yorkshire Terrier or a Boxer
rounding up sheep. | think not! The government is
reforming the Animal Welfare Bill at the present time and
hopefully will put more powers behind some of its
recommendations to prevent some of these problems
occurring. But I will wait until | see it first!

MARK ALLINGTON
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GREAT BENTLEY
PRE-SCHOOL
OPEN DAY

Have you ever wondered what your children do at our
Pre-school?

Come along on the 5th July at 1 o’clock and find out
what they get up to.

Great Bentley Pre School are holding an open day
from 1pm to 3pm at the Village Hall. Please come
along and meet the dedicated staff and committee and
see what great opportunities we can offer to all children
aged between 2 and 5 years.

This afternoon is open to all children, giving new and
existing parents the chance to see activities and
equipment available to children.

So come along and have a coffee and a chat, we
would love to see you there.

Welcome to the following children:

Liston Louth: Casey Gethen and Ellie Wright and their
parents.

There are still sessional and full day places available
for September. Please book places as soon as
possible.

For contact numbers see our advert on page F.

A GOLDEN FLASH

Amidst the reeds they used to dart

with a golden flash.

Some in rows, orderly very smart

just an occasional splash,

by a larger one.

Goldfish what a joy to see

even little ones.

To lean on the pond rails, to watch, the show was free
seen by schoolchildren on their way to school.
But no more that golden flash

when thrown the odd morsel.

To see a darting splash,

the pond waters now a lifeless grey.

Oh they are a great miss!

Surely a heron did not eat them all in one day?
Did he? or did he miss the odd goldfish?

D. Gibbs



Wildlives

Wildlife Rescue& Rehabilitation CentreEast Anelia

'Catkins', Frating Road, Thorrington, Colchester CO7 8HT  http://www.wildlives.org.uk

Looking to the future July 2006

After nearly eleven years of caring for native animals and birds, Wildlives has an enviable reputation nation-
wide, and has been featured numerous times in both local and national press and TV. As more people came to
hear about us, we have received more and more casualties, until last year around 1,500passed through the
doors. Of these, approximately 78% were successfully returned to the wild, while some others found a perma-
nent home at Wild lives. This is a success rate that equals and often exceeds that of any equivalent centre in
the country. This has been down to the determination and tireless effort of Rosie Catford, who started Wildlives
and has been on call twenty-four hours a day ever since, with no holidays, time off or weekends. Unfortunately
earlier this year Rosie was diagnosed with cancer, and will be re-entering hospital at the beginning of July. She
is no longer able to sustain this crippling pace. Although we have many wonderful volunteers who give their
time and effort selflessly and have rallied round in the crisis to ensure that all the Wildlives animals are cared
for to the normal high standards of care, this is not sufficient, and without drastic change Wild lives cannot con-
tinue. We receive no government or official funding, and in spite of regular pleas have been unable to find any
commercial sponsors who would be able to help us hire a fulltime worker. Most of the people who bring us ani-
mals are kind and considerate, but others expect instant service in the middle of the night, see no reason to
contribute, and are extremely rude if no-one is available at midnight to receive an animal they have had for
several weeks. Very few people appreciate the time and money that Rosie has personally invested and contin-
ues to invest in Wildlives (over £10,000 last year). As a result, unless a financial benefactor steps forward, it is
not possible for Wildlives to reopen for admissions in the near future. We have nearly a hundred residential
animals that we need to care for, and with limited resources these must come first. Volunteers are still very
much needed to care for these animals, especially since Rosie is unable to perform the physical labour she
once was. The trustees will be considering a workable and sensible future for Wildlives, that will enable us to
continue caring for animals without placing such a tremendous and constant burden on Rosie, and we will let
you know as soon as we have any news.

Fleckles and Nutmeg

Fleckles the fox cub mentioned in last month's newsletter has regained her hearing, and is very interested in
listening to everything going on around her. Her sight seems to be improving; she now has a definite light re-
flex, and seems to be able to see objects close to her. It still remains to be seen whether she will recover
enough ever to be released into the wild.

Nutmeg, a tiny fox cub, was found cold, weak and suffering from mange beside her mother's body when her
mother was killed by a car. Although closed to admissions we agreed to take Nutmeg as a companion for
Fleckles, as it is very important for cubs to be able to socialise and play with other cubs. Unfortunately now that
Nutmeg is returned to health, although she is younger she is still much too boisterous for Fleckles. Therefore
she has been transferred to the Fox Project, where she will be able to associate with cubs of her own level of
ability before finally being released as a wild fox.

If you have a wild animal casualty or need advice, please phone the RSPCA on 08705555999
Newsletter editor: kathy.jinkings@ntlworld.com

Copyright @2006 Wildlives
Registered Charity 1104167
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JOINT GARAGE/YARDSALE IDEA FOR
AINGERS GREEN

Would anyone in Aingers Green be interested in
holding a Garage/Yard Sale one weekend in
September?

| have had quite a few conversations with people
recently who have said, “I must clear out my loft or
garage and have a boot sale”. Well a few years ago
my husband and | had two weekends of very
successful garage sales, which were advertised widely
and I'm thinking of doing this again in September. It
involves less work than a boot fair, costs you nothing
and if it rains you have shelter. You could even put up
a gazebo or caravan awning to cover all your
unwanted goods, use your lawn or yard.

If a lot of us did it and we advertised by word of mouth,
in Schools, Village Halls, Parish Magazines etc. it
would make a fun weekend and we would probably all
buy each others goods. Also we would get to know
our neighbours a bit more, which is not a bad thing.

The village of Brantham, near Mistley did this a couple
of years ago, we had a great day out and came back
with lots of bargains.

| think Aingers Green would be perfect for this as we
wouldn’t have people getting lost as we are basically a
triangle of roads. | need to know before the next
magazine deadline if anyone is interested so | can
begin advertising.

Please contact me on 01206 251996 (there is an
answerphone so you can leave a message).

Go on give it a go, you can't lose.

Marion

FLY TIPPING

If the person or persons who deposited Garden
Rubbish in my skip, would like to deposit
(anonymously of course) £10.00 in my letter box to
help with the cost of said skip, | would be most
grateful.

V. Smith
Sturrick Lane
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HISTORY SOCIETY
THE PRESERVATION OF THE PAST
FOR THE FUTURE

Notwithstanding the fine weather, the History Society
was well attended on Thursday 8th June for a talk by
Derek Thornberry on the subject of how great
monuments may be preserved, and the dangers that
have, since earliest times, threatened the world’s
heritage.

Without giving his opinion, Derek posed the
question of how much should ever be spent on
restoration, referring later to the poverty in St
Petersburg, for example, that sits alongside expensive
architectural restoration in progress. He recognised
that this is a vexed question in that the restoration may
be a way of bringing trade and increased wealth to
such a place, but superficially it appears controversial.

Having posed the question, he went on to show
the greatest piece of natural preservation of historic
remains in his vivid retelling of the eruption of Vesuvius
that buried for nearly 2000 years the whole of the town
of Pompeii, which was about the equivalent in size and
importance of Ipswich. This he did by means of the
dramatic story of one individual which can be
accurately done through following the now excavated
remains of this son of a wine-seller. The paradox of
Pompeii lies in the fact that nature at one and the same
time destroyed the city but preserved it for our eyes
years later.

As in previous trips and lectures, the matter of
graffiti as a guide to history raised its controversial
profile as we were shown some of that which has been
found there. Obscenities about gladiators we were
assured would make the hardiest of us blush.

The restoration of Pompeii since its discovery by
French archaeologists in 1702 has given a full picture
of the Roman lifestyle in the first century A.D., while
ironically having the side effect of causing the remains
to begin to deteriorate through pollution.

As a follow-up to this he went on to outline with
vivid examples the four main causes of the ruin of
historic structures 1) warfare. 2) rather oddly one might
think, the mistaken efforts by individuals to restore
them. 3) theft, where subsequent civilisations have
used the stone from great buildings as the materials for
their own architecture. And finally 4) pollution, the
modern bugbear. Showing detailed slides of all these
destructive forces, Derek was able to indicate his wide
knowledge of ancient and modern architecture, and
man’s most successful efforts at reconstruction.

In a coda to the lecture, he referred to the irony
of the discovery in the midst of the French defeat by
the Germans in 1940 of the drawings on the walls of
the caves at Lascaux. And the double irony is, of
course, that we are no longer able to visit them as our
breath will destroy them with its pollutant effect. We
may now visit only their replicas. A lecture that gave
us much to think about over and above the fine
pictures.



Robert Taylor District
Councillor for Great Bentley

During my year as Chairman of Tendring District
Council I am going to try to keep you up to datéhwi
what happens each month to me as the Chairman of
Tendring District Council and what events | have
attended to represent Tendring. The picture on the
right shows the event | attended with the presidént
the Clacton Lions Jim Burton, when the Lions ingite
people off the streets of Clacton into Lloyds the
Chemist to have Blood Tests for Diabetes and Blood
Pressure Tests. They referred quite a number of
people to their Doctors for further investigation.

An Invitation

First of all an invitation to all of you to attendy Civic Service to dedicate my year and Theme
“Community Health, the part we play” to God. Thssto be held on the Green in the Marquee on the
39 September. The events will start with a paradebledrightlingsea Brigade Band (Youth Band
from Brightlingsea Church) and the Royal Britishglan. The parade will set out from the Methodist
Church at 10am and parade around the village stigpgi the flag pole to witness the raising of the
flag for Merchant Navy Day. We will then continue teach the Marquee for the service at 10.30.
This service will be led by Rev Bernard Metcalfel &astor David Bavister.

Events

So far up to the 2June when this piece needed to be with Mary Masseprinting |

have attended the following events:-

4" May
6" May

6" May

8" May
11" May

12" May
14" May
18" May
19" May

19" May
21° May
239 May
26" May
6" June

9" June

Opened Heart Foundation’s refurbishegshdtation Road Clacton

Welcomed Essex Archaeological and History &gcito their annual Congress in
Clacton’s Westcliffe Theatre.

Supported Clacton Lions at their Health ChEglent at Lloyds Chemist Pier Avenue
Clacton. See above.

VE Day celebration with British Legion at Clan War Memorial

Manningtree Rotary, Presentation to them aldartdring, my position as Chairman
and my Chairman’s Charity

Frinton and Walton Town Council Mayor Making.

Colne School Classic Car & Craft Show, MayrFai

Clacton Operatic performance of “Oliver” PrscTheatre Clacton.

Chaired panel considering Essex County Coufindnce for Community Initiatives in
the Tendring area.

Bentley Green Players performance of “A Fyhe Ointment”.

Launch of Tour de Tendring cycle ride in afdRINLI.

Chaired Council Meeting

Opened Hidden Hearing new shop, Station Rdadt@h

Jaywick Methodist Ladies Meeting, Presematiothem about Tendring, my position
as Chairman and my Chairman’s Charity.

Received Alton Park Junior School 60 studentssit Chairman’s Parlour and learn
about Democracy.

Robert Taylor
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WANT TO TAKE YOUR FRIENDS OUT nesting holes half way up the cliffs. But the attraction

WHEN THEY COME TO STAY? for me is the tower on the cliff top also built in
Napoleonic times. Climb to the top for the marvellous

views, pausing (for breath) on every floor - | think there
are eight - to take in the art exhibitions housed there.
There is a Café at the bottom and loos and a car park
nearby and it is open every day.

Here are a few suggestions.

HARWICH is good for an afternoon visit, though you
could easily spend all day there. Park near
Ha'penny Pier (70p for 1 hour, £1.70 up to 4 hours),
call in at the Information Centre close by and get all
the details. If you don't feel energetic sit on the pier
and watch the comings and goings in the harbour.
Large ferries and liners pass on their way to
Parkeston Quay; over the water enormous container
ships dock at Felixstowe under the cranes; the
Passenger and Cycle Ferry crosses to Shotley and
Felixstowe; and small craft - fishing vessels, pilot
boats, sailing dinghies and tugs are constantly on
the move.

Do report back if you like these places. | hope you do.

Barbara Tricker

If you'd like a walk, there is a long promenade all the
way to Dovercourt and the Saltings beyond. On the
way you'd pass the old Treadmill Crane, worked in
earlier times by men treading the giant wheels like
hamsters in a cage. Further on is an excellent
Maritime Museum housed in the Low Lighthouse.
And further on still, a great fort - the Redoubt -
hidden below the skyline. It was built in 1806 to
protect the harbour from Napoleonic invasion, fell
into terrible disrepair and has been restored by the
Harwich Society. It is open every day and is well
worth a special visit. It's rather grim interior is used

GREAT BENTLEY METHODIST CHURCH

for historic re-enactments or local events some in the centre of Great Bentley Green
weekends.

| haven't mentioned the old Guildhall with its FLOWER FESTIVAL
eighteenth century graffiti carved by prisoners in the

jail, the Lifeboat Museum, the Electric Palace & Satu rday Craft Fayre
Cinema, the Barge Mural and much more. Take an

hour’s guided walk on the Heritage Trail and you will Concert by

see them all. There are many places to eat in .

Harwich from the prestigious Milsoms at The Pier to Cavender S|ngers

the Coffee and Sandwich café on the Pier. Enjoy

your visit. 7pm

Closer to home is THORRINGTON TIDE MILL. This

is one of, | think only three, in the country, there also

being an interesting one at Woodbridge - but that's Satu rday 1St JU|y £5OO

another story. Thorrington Tide Mill, which features
beautifully on the village sign at the Cross, is
situated in an idyllic position off Coopers Hill on the Strawberry Teas & Stalls
road to Brightlingsea, and is at the end of Alresford
Creek. A footpath passes by so you could go and
look at it at any time, but it is open to the public on

the last Sunday of every month from 2pm to 4pm, Saturday 1St JU|y 10am to 7pm
when a very knowledgeable guide will explain all, Sunday an JUIy 1pm tO 5pm

and perhaps get the wheel going for you.

My third suggestion could be combined with an
outing to Walton or a walk on the Naze. Take the
children along the beach under the cliffs at low tide
and they can search for fossilised sharks’ teeth or
look at the sandmartins flying in and out of their
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Peter's Potterings

Last month | wrote about how to save water in the garden and what happens - lots of rain. No honestly | haven't
been doing a rain dance in my back garden but | am sure all gardeners will be grateful for the raindrops.

The combination of rain then sunshine will really make the green leaves grow. The grass is a typical example. |
cut my allotment paths the day before | went away on holiday and it had really grown six inches by the time |
came back. Not only was it long it was also lush and more difficult to cut. Perhaps it does not matter too much
up the allotment, but it is important for your garden lawn. If the grass grows quickly then you must keep cutting
it if you want a presentable lawn. When grass is cut it makes it grow quicker, and if you cut it when only a little
has grown every blade of grass is nice and fine. If you let it grow too much when you do cut it, the remaining
grass can be a bit like stubble, and tufty. Apart from the help to the grass it's a lot less problem for the
lawnmower and less for the gardener to carry to the compost heap.

The first fruits of the vegetable garden are now starting to come into season. The asparagus has been cropping
and eaten with great enjoyment. This vegetable has a short season starting late April and ending, traditionally,
mid-summers day, ie near the end of June. Despite modern methods of trying to extend the season in this
country it still remains available for only a couple of months. For those who say “but | have been buying
asparagus from the shops all the year”, this is true, but it comes from Chile or other far away places. Believe
me, whilst these imports do taste like asparagus they do not have the delicious flavour of the home grown
variety.

This is the same for lots of other vegetables. | have been enjoying runner beans occasionally for all of the year.
Now | know that the main cropping period for runner beans is July/August (extended a bit each way by normal
gardening methods, eg. early sowing with protection etc.). How is it possible to eat seasonal vegetables and
fruits the whole year round? Well its all the fault or help from the large supermarkets who buy worldwide (if they
have sales for it and can make a profit, and also help from various governments who do not charge the high
levels of taxes on the fuel for air transport that is necessary to get the produce to this country quickly. Our local
grown produce goes to store via lorries and how much would the foreign produce cost if the plane had to pay
nearly £1 a litre for fuel. So the moral of this saga is support home grown produce - anyway it tastes better..

In the past we all looked forward to various seasons but in today’s times, do we still know the seasons. A
recently survey by MORI showed that normally less than half the population know the times various fruit and
vegetables were ripe or in season. Only 20% of people - that is one in five people - knew when asparagus
cropped in this country. The highest score of 51%, or one in two, knew that blackberries were ripe in August/
September. What does this tell us? Well my conclusion is that a high percentage of people have lost contact
with their roots or past with the changes in modern living. As you might expect when gardeners were asked the
same questions about 75% or 3 out of 4 people knew the right answers.

| publish a summary of the survey for your interest. Why not try your own knowledge of seasons? Fill in the
empty boxes and check your answers on page 28.

PETER ALLINGTON
CORRECT ANSWERS

CROP GENERAL POPULATION GARDENERS S EASON
Blackberries ... 51% 87%
Victoria Plums ... 46% 7%
Raspberries ... 45% 59%
Peas ... 44% 74%
Cherries ... 43% 66%
Runner Beans  ........ 40% 7%
Sweetcorn ... 33% 84%
Jersey Royal Potatoes... 31% 46%
Asparagus ... 20% 55%
Cox’s Orange Pippin ..... 13% 30%
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NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Network Rail — Upgrading of Infrastructure on the C  olchester to Clacton/Frinton line
Representatives from Network Rail met with four members of the Parish Council to outline the procedure that
is to be undertaken and the effects that it will have on Great Bentley.

The main issue that is of concern to the village is the change of the present level crossing gates to those
ones similar to the skirt type barriers that are presently used at East Gates in Colchester.

Because of the removal of the present gates the roadway will be wider than it is at present and will give
a better access across the level crossing for pedestrian use.

Two 20 metre poles are to be erected. One for the different lighting system that is required, due to the
type of barrier, and the other for the two cameras that are to be put into place due to the barriers being
operated from Colchester.

A building is required to house the necessary controls for the barriers and signalling equipment. The
siting of the building is still being discussed and could be either on the Station House side of the crossing or in
the Village Hall car park.

The Parish Council members present did highlight the issue regarding the height of the present platform as
being too low, which is of great inconvenience to the elderly and disabled. The representatives of Network Rail
are to investigate this concern.

The work is due to start in 2008.

This is only a brief report, but if you wish to learn more, then the Network Rail representatives are
attending the Parish Council meeting to be held on Thursday 3" August in the Methodist Church Hall starting
at 7.00 pm.

Please note this meeting will be held at the Method ist Church Hall as we believe there may well be
several residents wishing to attend the meeting.

Highways matters
Regarding the concerns that we all encounter when trying to access the A133 from Heckford Road, the Parish
Council is asking Essex County Highways Authority to look again at making changes to the junction.

Planning

The Parish Councils planning committee referred the planning application for the demolition of Oak Cottage to
full council for its consideration. It was agreed that the Council's response to Tendring District Council's
Planning Department should read; - This application is a contentious issue regarding the demolition of this
property. We ask that this application be forwarded to the Council’'s Planning Committee.

PCSO

| expect the majority of you have now either seen or met Sarah walking around the parish. Sarah is using the
Resource Centre as her base, this saves her considerable travelling time when she has to report back to
Weeley Police Station, and it also keeps her here in the village, where | am sure you would agree we need her.
The Parish Council has agreed to provide Sarah with a mobile phone to assist you if you need to contact her
whilst she is on duty, if Sarah is off duty please leave a message. The mobile phone number is
07798602268. If the matter is of a more urgent nature please contact the Police in the normal way.

Football Club

Congratulations and well done to the Football club on their prestigious promotion. This has meant some
changes for the club and in particular the use of the pitch. When the club play their matches next season it is a
requirement by the league to rope the pitch off. This will only occur whilst the matches are being played and
will not be a permanent fixture.

New Councillor

| reported last month that the Parish Council had a vacancy. Tendring District Council’'s Returning Officer
informed The Clerk that no election had been called and that we were in the position to co-opt. Letters had
been received from two parishioners interested in the vacancy, and the Parish Council agreed at its last
meeting to make its selection from the two applicants. Mr lan Morton was selected, whom | think most of you
know quite well, and we welcome him to the Council.

Please note the date of our next meeting is Thursday 6™ July 2006 in the Michael Wright Room at the Village
Hall starting at 7.30pm.

Lynda McWilliams
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WATER IS PRECIOUS
DON'T WASTE IT

Rainfall has been well below the long-term average
for the past three years including during each winter
recharge period. In many parts of South East
England water supply prospects for summer 2006
are now uncertain and several companies have
restrictions in place.

Tendring Hundred Water Services water resources
remain secure and no formal restrictions on the use
of water are expected to be required during 2006.
However, it is in everyone’s interest to use water
wisely and avoid wastage. If you adopt the following
advice you will help to make the need for formal
restrictions less likely in future.

Do not leave the tap running while you brush
your teeth, shave or wash your hands, as this
can waste up to 5 litres of water per minute.

Wait until you have a full load before switching
on the washing machine or dishwasher.

A dripping tap can easily waste up to 50 litres
of water a day. Get it fixed.

Toilets are one of the biggest users of water in
the home - up to 10 litres per flush. Put a
hippo bag in the cistern of a single flush toilet
to reduce this volume.

Keep a bottle of drinking water in the fridge
instead of running the tap until the water is
cool.

Insulate hot water pipes, which avoids wasting
water while waiting for hot water to flow
through and saves energy.

Don’'t use a running tap to wash dishes or
vegetables; use a washing up bowl instead.

When boiling the kettle you will save water and
electricity if you only boil enough for your
immediate use.

A five-minute shower uses about a third of the
water of a bath. But remember that power
showers can use more water than a bath in
less than five minutes.

Wash your car with a bucket and sponge and
rinse with a watering can.

Check the temperature of the bath water as
you fill the bath rather than putting hot water in
first. This will save you having to fill the bath
with cold water to achieve the right
temperature. It will also save on energy used
to heat the water.

Don't use running water to defrost frozen food.
Ideally place food in refrigerator to defrost
overnight.

Ignore the washing-up until you have a full
bowl.

Tendring Hundred Water Services

GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

A puzzle supplied by a group called ‘G and T’ (gifted
and talented).

If you enjoy this puzzle you can do more as there is
a puzzle book on sale and can be purchased at the
school office for £1.00.

You have got the humbers 1-6 to put in the grid BUT
every line has got to add up to numbers at the edge
and you are only allowed the number in the grideonc

Answer on page 32
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QUIZ TIME

Puzzle Pairs. The answer to each clue is two wiald=n from those avail-
able after the clues. They are all one word ansviegs - Female herb -
Rosemary. There is one word included that doespjolty.

Questions

1 Friendly & easygoing. 11 Eternally.
2 Facial improvement. 12 Sayonara.
3 Portmanteau. 13 Chinese carp.
4 Kick about. 14 Kindly feeling.
5 Keep falling on my head! 15 Goldsmiths sign.
6 Intimidate. 16 Hey good looking.
7 A type of deer. 17 Symbol of fascism.
8 Inanimate impasse. 18 Drag under ship.
9 Wield as a threat. 19 Gash and rip.

10 Albumen cover. 20 Souvenir token.

21 Female flyer!

22 Chief support.

23 Red Indian foe!

24 Keep warm by.

25 Easy going.

26 A taurus nap!

27 Stupid person.

28 Fine wool.

29 Type of sickle.

30 Formal gents wear.

Able, Ante, Amen, Ball, Beat, Bill, Bird, Bone, Bopd®ran, Brow, Bull, Care, Case, Cash, Coat, Dead,
Dish, Doze, Drop, Eggs, Ever, Face, Fare, Firdy,Heot, Free, Gold, Good, Hall, Hand, Haul, Head,
Heel, Hook, Jack, Keel, Keep, Lace, Lady, Lock, &od@lain, Make, Mark, Mere, More, Over, Pale, Rain,
Rate, Sake, Side, Sink, Some, Stay, Suit, Tail] W#ll.

Last months answers

1 Ford. 16 Mini.

2 Morris. 17 Fiesta. Small response to last months
3 Austin. 18 Singer. quiz, but all correct.

4 Vauxhall. 19 Jaguar The winner of the fiver was
5 Capri. 20 Granada Linda Grestock from Station
6 Cortina. 21 Zephyr. Road, who donates it to the
7 Oxford. 22 Rover. Scout & Guide Funds.

8 Cambridge. 23 Bentley.

9 Princess. 24 Consul. Many thanks.

10 Scorpio. 25 Popular.

11 Allegro. 26 Scimitar.

12 Hawk. 27 Escort.

13 Humber. 28 Zodiac.

14 Wyvern 29 Morgan.

15 Cresta 30 Standard.
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Cookery Corper

Something different

By now the barbecue season should be in full swing, so I'm going to write about something completely
different.

Back in May | attend the Chelsea Flower Show with a couple of friends - some lovely gardens this year - but
we couldn’t see as much as we wanted, as between us within the last year or so, we have managed to notch
up a broken knee, a fractured foot bone and one hip operation down with another, at that time, in the offing.

Anyway, after we’d hobbled around as much as possible, we retired to our favourite London restaurant, Racine
in Knightsbridge for an early evening meal. My friends won out on the starter stakes with a salad of lentils and
parsley topped by soft boiled quail eggs. It was so good (I was allowed a little taste) that | have tried to
replicate it at home.

This is not a recipe with exact quantities, just play it by ear or eye.

So, | washed a good couple of handfuls of Puy lentils and boiled them until they were just soft, about 20-30
minutes. | then drained and seasoned them whilst still warm with a dressing made from a teaspoon of Dijon
mustard, olive oil, lemon juice( which seems to go better with lentils than vinegar) and plenty of salt and freshly
ground black pepper. | then added a good handful of finely chopped parsley. | could have used quail eggs,
Carpenter’'s Farm shop now sells free range quail eggs, but at the time | only had hen’'s eggs to hand and
rather than boiled eggs | decided on poached, for no better reason than I like poached eggs.

As it turned out, there were far too many lentils, so they were used for other dishes during the week and | do
have to admit that the dish was not as good as that done by the chef in Racine - the lentils were rather bland.
Next time | will add some aromatic vegetables and herbs, such as carrots, celery, onions or leeks, thyme,
parsley stalks and a couple of bay leaves, to the lentils whilst they are cooking. | also think | should have
used more chopped parsley in the dressing plus a little finely chopped shallot or garlic.

Now if you are preparing this dish for a number of people, it is possible that soft boiling and peeling a number
of quails eggs would be rather fiddly, moreover poaching eggs (properly, in simmering water) can be rather a
tricky operation so although less glamorous than quails eggs, softly boiled hen’s eggs seem to be a sensible
option. Allow one hen’s egg per person or, if serving quails eggs, | would allow three-four eggs per person.
Whatever you choose, once the eggs are cooked plunge them into cold water to arrest any further cooking and
peel once cool enough to handle. Serve the lentils on individual dishes with the eggs cut in half on the top.

As for the left over lentils, | added a generous quantity of chopped mint and they made a very good
accompaniment to grilled (or indeed barbecued) lamb chops. Lentils also go well with boiled ham, or even pigs
trotters if you like such things, in which case add a little more mustard to the dressing. And, of course, they are
an essential ingredient in Zampone e lenticche, that Italian dish of lentils and stuffed pigs’ trotters.
Unfortunately | haven't been able to source a local supplier of Zampone, not even in the food Hall at Marks
Tey, so the only occasions I've eaten this dish in England is after a trip to Italy when I've smuggled back a
Zampone in my luggage. I'm sure Carluccio’s shop in Covent Garden London would stock it, if you happened
to be that way. Lentils are also very good with grilled or pan-fried salmon and although | haven't actually tried it
but I could imagine a mixture of lentils and smoked salmon.

P.S. Actually, | am going to write something on barbecues: according to Lucy Siegle who writes The Ethical
Living column in the Observer Magazine, most barbecues are horribly un-green. The best option, if you are
worried about such matters, is to use good old fashioned charcoal but make sure it is sourced from British
sustainable coppiced woodlands, and not the more commonly sold charcoal which comes from the world’s
tropical forests. Use an electric lighter to start the fire and eschew those supermarket ‘value’ barbecue packs,
the contents and packaging of which, often notch up a huge number of high air miles.

G.R.
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W.I.

At the June meeting, for which we had an
exceptionally good turn out, including members from
another branch, Mrs Fleming came to talk to us about
her knowledge of how different colour and styles of
dress suited the individual. She demonstrated on four
of our ‘models’ and it was quite an eye opener to see
how the correct shades of colour, for their different hair
and skin colouring, enhanced their whole appearance.
The evening was very much enjoyed by us all.

The next meeting is on 4th July and will involve a Car
Treasurer Hunt and Fish and Chip Supper!!

Any queries, please ring Mrs Chris Aplin on 250385

GARDENING CLUB

Tuesday 18th July

Evening visit to
Horkesley Hall, Little Horkesley.

Meet 6.00pm at Village Hall.

Ring 252182 for detalils.

CAN YOU HELP?

HISTORY SOCIETY

Great Bentley Village Hall
8.00pm
Thursday 13th July

Mark Roberts
A 19th Century Sailing Saga Down-Under

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Our 46th Anniversary Tea Party held in the Village Hall
on 24th May was a great success and well supported.

We were entertained by ‘The Sapphires’ who are
always most popular, sadly it is their last year.

A very nice tea followed thanks to the hard work of Billie
Soar.

Diary of Events for July
Friday 21st - Barbecue in St Mary’s Church grounds

Wednesday 26th - Village Hall 2.00pm
Music with the Rev’d. John Robinson.

Thursday 27th - Westcliffe Theatre, Clacton.

Competition: A Tea Caddy

ART CLUB

Tuesday 11th July
Painting at Castle Park, Colchester

Tuesday 25th July

Painting at Brook Farm Stables
Colchester Road, Alresford

St Mary’s Church has severdihe New English HymnalHymn
books missing. If you have one of these at hoameyou please hand
them in to St Mary’s Church or Rita Baverstock,rftaroke, Station Road,

Great Bentley 251271. Thank you



Children’s Page
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Cricket Club News

Closest game yet
for the under 13s

The under 13s put up their best ever
performance yet against local rivals
Great Bromley. In their closest finish
yet the team lost by a narrow margin
and all in the absence of coach Pete
Bodily 9who was miffed to miss such a
great effort)

Great Bromley batted first and were
kept to a modest total of 58 as the
Bentley bowlers all put in good
performances:

Danny Hunt 4 overs 2 for 1,

Matt Sage-French 4 Overs 2 for 6,
Lee Bennett 3 Overs 1 for 3.

This was the lowest total that the team
had had to chase this season and were
quietly confident that they could pull off
their first win.

The run chase was led by captain
Danny Hunt who top scored with 19
runs and was backed up by Matt Sage
French (8) and Taylor Wingrove(5) all
the team and the confidence improves
game by game. The game was set up
for a fantastic finish and with only 2
balls left the Bentley side needed 6 runs
6 runs short with 4 wickets in hand but it
proved just too much and the team lost
by a narrow margin.

Thanks to all the parents and supporter
who encouraged the team to put on
such a great performance! Keep your
eyes on the fixture list and please come
along and encourage the youngsters in
our last few matches.

$

lan Morton 5 -7 1st XI vs Shalford

Paul Evans 3-4 1st XI vs Gosfield

Andy Burbidge 3-4 2nd XI vs St Osyth

Luke Scillitoe 3-9 1st Xl vs Shalford

James Snowdon 3-20 1st Xl vs Little Bardfield
Paul Streete 3-37 1st Xl vs Little Bardfield CC

#
$
Len Clayden 71 not out 1st XI Vs Bocking -
Rod Fowler 66  2nd Xl Vs St Osyth
Pete Bodily 49 1st Xl Vs Gt Totham

Rupert Haxell 36 not out 2nd XI Vs N
Springfield

But there is a lot of room for improvement and a
need to work more as a team Please come
along and support the team

Senior team practise will take place on a
Tuesday evening and all players and

prospective players are encouraged to attend.

Junior Coaching Nights

The coaching sessions are
going extremely well at
present and we now have
up to 50 children on the
green on a Thursday
evening. The three
coaches are working very
hard to deliver a structured
and organized session, but
the numbers are making it
a little difficult to give one

on one tuition where
required for the older
children starting the

competitive games.

If you think you could help
out with the coaching
sessions, please contact
the Club Welfare Officer,
Neil Morton or Pete Bodily
who will be happy to let
you know what is
required. We are also
looking for someone to
help with the
administration on a
Thursday evening.

Membership renewal:
Membership renewal is
now due for the 2006/7
period. The cost of
membership is still the
same :

Playing Membership £25
Social Membership £5
Junior Membership £2
Just ask for the renewal
form at the club and leave
your payment with the
barman.

New Members Welcome
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Games in
July

1st Team

SAT 1 JULY - SHALFORD (A)
SUN 9 JULY - BOXTED (H)

SUN 16 JULY - BOXTED (A)
SUN 23 JULY - GT BRAXTED (H)
SUN 30 JULY - GOSFIELD (A)

2nd Team

SUN 9 JULY - BOXTED (A)

SUN 16 JULY - BOXTED (H)
SUN 23 JULY - GT BRAXTED (A)
U 13's

The under 13 matches are subject
to change due to clashing with
school events. Please keep your
eyes on the website and notice
boards for future fixtures.

Results
First Team
Gt Braxted - Cancelled

Shalford - Lost by 12 runs

Lt Bardfield - Lost by 97 runs
Gt Totham - Lost by 7 wkts
Second Team

St Osyth - Lost by 70 Runs

Gt Braxted - Cancelled

St Osyth - Lost by 5 wkts

U 13's

Great Bromley - Lost by 6 runs
Copford - Lost by 90 runs
Earles Colne - Lost by 90 Runs

Detailed results and match
reports can be seen on the club
website at:
www.gbcc.play-cricket.com
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THE PEACOCK

The striking plumage and courtship display of this
the world’'s largest member of the pheasant family,
complement the grandeur of the stately home
perfectly and it is small wonder that peafowl (the
collective name for the male peacock and female
peahen) have been kept as ornamental birds for
thousands of years. Exactly when they were
introduced to Britain from their native India and
Ceylon is not known. The Phoenicians were
responsible for introducing them to the Pharaohs of
Egypt, and Alexander the Great is attributed with
bringing them to Europe where they quickly became
a symbol of opulence.

By late medieval times peafowl had become a
culinary delicacy as well as a feast for the eye and
no formal banquet was considered complete without
a lordly dish of peacock. It was only after the more
tender turkey was introduced into this country from
Mexico in the 17th century that the peacock lost its
appeal as a table bird.

Long revered and protected in some parts of
India, native peafowl have gradually begun to trust
man, foraging close to towns and villages and
becoming very tame. Although naturally shy in the
wild, they are, however, easy to manage in captivity,
providing they have sufficient space. Reluctant to
fly, they can lift off into a strong lumbering and
surprisingly fast flight when necessary.

Omnivorous in their native jungle habitat,
captive birds thrive on the same cereal pellets given
to farmed turkeys. Although extremely hardy birds
they appreciate the provision of a lean-to building in
which to roost at night. In the wild they roost in
trees, which they ascend in stages during late
afternoon.

Peafowl! breed readily throughout most of the
year, the male taking a harem of between two and
five peahens. The nest, made by the peahen, is
usually a hollow scraped in the ground filled with
leaves, small sticks, grass and other debris. In the
wild the hen may lay in an old vulture’s nest or in the
hollows of the branches of large trees.

The peahen can produce up to 30 chicks in a
season.
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Dr Hunt's African Trip

A lot of very kind people promised to sponsor Dr Hunt
for his African adventure and so far, well over £600 has
been sent to his chosen charity, The Mines Advisory
Group (MAG).

MAG reports that this amount will pay for clearance of
mines from an area of 400 square metres, making it
safe for farming, for children to play on, or for medical
teams to travel over. Think about how big Africa is, or
the number of countries around the world which have
been ravaged by civil wars over the last few years and
that rather puts the whole landmines problem into
perspective.

Please would anyone who pledged sponsorship money
but who hasn'’t paid it yet, now dig deep and drop it into
the surgery. Cash or cheques (payable to the charity)
will be fine. If you didn't pledge but suddenly feel the
urge to help, your contribution will be equally welcome.

If you want to learn more about the charity, which was
joint winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997, you can
visit their website on www.magclearsmines.org. It's
amazing. In general, the victims aren’t wasting time
dwelling on how unlucky they are — see the story about
Angolan amputees and the World Cup - they are
getting on with life. (How many of us could learn from
that?) They certainly deserve our help.

Hugh Cronin

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

Lynda McWilliams has resigned as Chairman of the
Parish Council, therefore there is a vacancy on the
Parish Council.

If you would like to fill this vacancy please contact The
Clerk or write to Tendring District Council, Town Hall,
Station Road, Clacton on Sea, Essex.



BENTLEY IN BLOOM

Have you seen us out on the Green, pulling out the winter pansies and replanting with the summer displays?
These are all in place now, and when well established will bulk up and fill the containers with colour.

We have also got the hanging baskets up now and hope that we have chosen plants that may be slow to start,
but will give us a colourful display later on, and will look good all the summer.

We are pleased to welcome some new sponsors this year, bringing our total of hanging baskets to thirty eight
(thirty two in 2005). We do thank them all for their generosity, and feel that it shows the community spirit we
have in our village.

We could always do with some more helpers, and if you have time to spare, and would like to join us just contact
one of us. Peter on 251086, Dreena on 250679, John and Jennie on 252182, Mike on 250799, or Sylvia on
250160, or come and chat to us when we are working on the Green, we are always happy to stop for a chat.

If you are interested in sponsoring a basket next year, or if you have any comments on this years display, please
contact me, Sylvia on 250160.

Thanks again to our sponsors listed below.

A Village Resident The Linen Shop

Colin Hill Railway Partnership

Great Bentley Village Hall Committee Great Bentley Methodist Church
Wright Ruffell (Sturricks) Ltd Bentley Joinery Ltd

Wright Ruffell Ltd Thomas Ellis Engineering Ltd
Aims Accountants, Great Bentley Hunt Cranes & Plant

A. Smith (Great Bentley) Ltd Great Bentley Surgery

Great Bentley Post Office Great Bentley History Society
Great Bentley Art Club Great Bentley Garden Club
Great Bentley Ladies Club Great Bentley Womens’ Institute
Great Bentley Tuesday Carpet Bowls Club Bentley Green Players

Mrs |. Price Mrs S. Greenwood

Mrs G. Marlow Mr M. Dorling

Mrs B. Tricker Mr D. Curry & Mrs S. Luck

Mr & Mrs R. McWilliams Mr G.R. Hesketh

Mrs J.C. Tricker Mrs M. Nelson

Mrs B. Simmons Mrs J & Miss B. Fookes &

The Lingard Family

ANSWERS TO THE GARDENING QUIZ ON PAGE 18

Blackberries - August/September Victoria Plundgigust/September Raspberries - July/August
Peas - June/July Cherries - June/July RunnerdBedume/July Sweetcorn - August/September
Jersey Royal potatoes - April/May Asparagus - Hday Cox’s Orange Pippin - October/November
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THE GREAT BENTLEY SHOW
Flowers, Vegetables, Crafts

Companion Dog Show
and many other ATTRACTIONS

SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER
Great Bentley Village Green

This year we are going to try something new, wgeng to alter the layout of the Show on the
Green, not by much but hopefully for the better, tome will tell. Let us know what you think of
these changes, after the Show of course.

We are running the poster competition again inatmtation with Great Bentley Primary School.
The standards last year were very high so keep.itflyou want any further information about the
competition please contact Shirley Drake on 257373.

The Show Schedules have been on sale in the Pése @r a while now and are also available
from Wyn Longcroft, still only 25p. Each bookletrdains details of all the classes and cups plus
two copies of the entry form. There's also an efuryn for the Dog Show.

The Dog Show this year has two extra classes for ganines to enter, the Best Rescue Dog and the
Dog or Bitch which most looks like its owner. Tliguld be entertaining, not one to miss on the day.
We have had a number of new cups donated to the 8he year by Vice Presidents and Committee
members so a thank you to you all. Some are tacgepld, damaged cups whilst others are new
trophies for crafts and cookery.

We have had a good number of our Vice Presiderttsviembers continuing to support us this year,
every penny helps to keep the Show running so tlyank If you wish to join us in keeping the
Show going you will find an application form on thack of the Show Schedule.

We also have spaces on the Committee at present’s thyou would like to get more involved.
Please contact me or one of our Committee membegruiare interested in joining us and would
like some more

information. Derek Burdett
Secretary: Mary Fox 251489 Chairman: Derek Burdett
Entries: Wyn Longcroft 251052 Dog Show: Lynda Mchdiins

Please remember to get your entry forms in by
8.00 pm on Wednesday 30th August
to Wyn Longcroft at 47 Larkfield Road, Great Begtle
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NORTH ESSEX
CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION

Great Bentley Branch

The Garden Party at Moorlands on June 11th, was an
undisputed success. Although the weather was very
hot, there was just enough breeze to keep the seventy
guests cool as they strolled around Bob and Olive
Wright's beautiful garden or visited the cake and plant
stalls under the gazebos on the lawn. Tea was served
in the shade of the apple trees or beside the pond and
the company did justice to the piles of sandwiches,
scones and shortbread and consumed many pounds
of strawberries. Our MP, Bernard Jenkin seldom
misses an event in Great Bentley and this was no
exception. After tea he spoke to thank the hosts and
organisers of the party, following on with a few words
about the present situation at Westminster as Labour
falls further and further out of favour and David
Cameron’s re-designed Conservative Party looks
confidently towards taking control of the Government
of the Country as it is already doing in so many areas
of local Government.

After all the bills were settled, the event showed a
healthy profit of over £500. Since the Party, the Great
Bentley Branch has netted four new members to boost
the Chairman’s Membership drive. The committee are
already planning future events: The next will be a
Harvest Lunch at Coppice Farm on Sunday 17th
September. The price of tickets will be £12.50 and
priority booking for members will commence in mid
August with general booking a week later. As
numbers will be limited for this lunch, you are advised
to book in good time to secure places. More details
next month.

Donald Walker
Secretary

SIGNALLING AT
GREAT BENTLEY STATION

A spokeswoman for Network Rail says that
the signalling at Great Bentley station is to
be renewed and that it is proposed to put in
full automatic barriers and CCTV. This will
not happen before the end of 2007 or
beginning of 2008 as there will be a public
consultation first.
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BEATING THE BOUNDS

Yes, the seven-year ritual of Beating the Bounds of
the Parish WILL take place again this year on
SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER. Come rain, come
shine, we will perambulate around the 14 mile
boundary of Great Bentley that day, pausing at
strategic points for refreshments. Those who walked
with us in ‘99 know what fun it is and hopefully, they
will come again. To the many newcomers to the
Parish since then, we extend a warm invitation to
join us, taking the opportunity to see parts of the
countryside not visable from the road. You don't
HAVE to walk the whole of the 14 miles: there will be
transport back to the village centre from each
stopping point.

Once again, Mrs Chris Aplin has agreed to provide a
nutritious picnic lunch at a reasonable price for those
who don’t want the bother of carrying a packed lunch
around with them. Lunches MUST however be
ordered in advance and there will be an order form
included with the August Magazine together with full
details of starting/finishing times, etc.

Please put the date in your diary NOW and don't
arrange holidays, marriages, christenings, funerals
or any other distractions to deter you from coming
along to join this great Community event.

Donald Walker

GREAT BENTLEY
CONSERVATION GROUP

A.G.M.
Tuesday 4th July
7.30pm
Mitchell Room

Formal business will be concluded swiftly and
we then welcome
MR BOB SEAGO
who will give an illustrated talk on
his work as “Warden of Colne Point
andHolland Pits”



ST OSYTH WEEKEND

Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th July
11lam - 5pm
Two Gardens Open
SPRINGVALE, Spring Road
BARNFIELD, 35 Point Clear Road
Refreshments
£2.00
(joint entry £4 children FREE)

Working Model Railway

WATERSHED OPEN STUDIO
AND ARTS WEEKEND

at St Osyth

Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th July
10.30am - 5.00pm

Free Entrance
Ample Parking, Refreshments

Painting demonstrations, chat to tutors, try life
drawing, exhibition of student's work, art materials,
cards, paintings etc. for sale. Children’s creative
workshop going on throughout the weekend £3.50
per child). Adjacent garden open for charity.

FESTIVAL OF THE COUNTRYSIDE
St Osyth Church

Saturday 26th to Monday 28th August
1lam - 5pm (11.30am on Sunday)

Free Entrance Refreshments
Exhibition of local farming, dairy production, natural
history, wildlife etc. including old field maps, art
display, floral arrangements, machinery,
plus much more

Open Air Harvest Festival Service at
10.30am Sunday

Pie and Ale supper on Saturday night
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POLICE REPORT

The new Community Support Officer, Sarah Filer
has started her duties in the village. The police
officer with responsibility for Great Bentley, Pc Andy
Hughes has been injured and on leave for the last
two weeks but will be back on duty soon. Both these
officers are stationed at Weeley Police Office. CSO
Filer especially will be spending most of her on-duty
time in the village as there will be a facility for her to
use space at the Village Hall so the need to report
back to the station will be greatly reduced.

Let me start by saying that for whatever reason
when one or both of these officers are either not on
duty or on leave or on a course, then the village is
covered by other officers in the Tendring Rural
Team, just as PC Hughes will help cover other areas
if the officer for that area is away or off duty.

The motorcycles are back on the Green and there
will be a greater police presence consisting of road
policing officers, local Tendring police officer, special
constabulary and CSO'’s.

In the month of May the villages of Great Bentley
and Ainger Green recorded 3 thefts, 3 nuisance
youth incidents, 2 suspicious persons, 13 road traffic
related incidents, one dwelling burglary at The Path
and a non dwelling burglary on the Plough Road
Industrial Estate.

Just a reminder that the Weeley Police Officers now
have a mobile phone for use of the public to call their
local police. Of course PC Hughes and CSO Filer
may not be available at the time you call but one of
their colleagues will answer it or get back to you as
soon as possible if you leave a message. The
number is 07967 466876 for PC Hughes.

These email addresses are
sarah.filer@essex.pnn.police.uk
andy.hughes@essex.pnn.police.uk

Andy Hastings
Police Sergeant
Brightlingsea

STOP PRESS ....
PCSO Filer now has her own mobile phone

number.
See Parish Council Notes



Great Bentley Youth Football Club

The first five-a-side tournament for Great Bentley Youth has come and gone. Unfortunately, the day was
pretty wet but that didn’t stop a great number of you turning up to cheer the children along. Sunday started
early for Alan, Andrew and the Under 8’s (not a time some of us like to see on a Sunday), however, the boys
put up a great show but didn’t reach the last parts of the tournament.

The Under 7’'s were next up and did really well with lots of goals and excitement for both teams. Again, the
level of skill and commitment from the boys was great to see as well as their faces as they received their
medals for attending the day.

Finally, the under 13's came along in a lull in the rain, however, this didn’t last long and the tournament was
called off early and the boys didn't manage to finish all their games. Michael and Jack were again very
impressed with the boys as they put up excellent performances in some very tight games before the rain got
the better of the day.

Thanks to Kevin Lee for agreeing to join the committee as parents representative, I'm sure that his input into
the club will be invaluable. Also, we're delighted that Neil Searle has agreed to join the coaches and will soon
be going through the FA Level 1 course. With so many children now attending the Wednesday and Saturday
sessions we need as many coaches as we can get, so if anyone else is interested please let Cliff or | know.

We have agreed our summer break as outlined last time and we'll not be training from the 29™ July to the 19™
August. That means the last Saturday training will be on the 22™ July and on the 26™ for Wednesday nights.
We will start again on Wednesday the 23" August and Saturday 26" August.

The Under 13's played Lawford Lads on the green on Saturday June 17" This was quite a test for the lads
and it was good to see how they matched up in preparation for the league campaign next year.

The next five a side tournament is coming up soon as well on Sunday July 2™ at Lawford, we have 3 under 7
sides entered and 1 Under 13's team. Unfortunately, there were too many teams who registered an interest at
Under 8 level and we were unlucky in the draw for selection for this one so no Under 8 teams this time.

As most of you may know Graham is leaving us shortly to emigrate to Australia. He will be missed by the club
as he has been instrumental in many things for us during his time here, most notably securing the football
foundation grant. We all wish Graham good luck for the future.

Thanks,

Scott

Contacts

Scott Young 07762 572035 scott-young@supanet.com
Graham Budinger graham@budinger.co.uk

Cliff Warder _cliff@thewarders.com
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STOP PRESS WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE JOINT
PARISHES MENTIONED BELOW, TO INSERT THE
FOLLOWING

TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN

27 HECTARES OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSED IN THE FRATING/GREAT BROMLEY/
LITTLE BENTLEY AREA - POLICY QL5 C

As you know this matter is the subject of a PublidPlanning
Inquiry in September 2006. For those who didn't hae an
opportunity to submit an objection to this plannedindustrial
site there will be a Petition Form in Great BentleyPost Office,
which they can sign.

LET THE INSPECTOR KNOW THE VIEWS
OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE.

If you have made an objection to this plan and wodl like the
Joint Parishes of Great Bromley, Little Bentley andFrating to
represent you at the Inquiry please contact Ken Brmfield,

Parish Clerk for Great Bromley - Tel. No.01206 23089, and
he will arrange for you to have a form to sign

| AM WONDERING WHY

GREAT BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL IS NOT INVOLVED IN
THIS FIGHT TO PREVENT THIS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
ON OUR DOORSTEP?

WHAT IS THE VIEW OF OUR PARISH COUNCIL?

WHAT IS THE VIEW OF THE TWO DISTRICT
COUNCILLORS WHO RESIDE IN GREAT BENTLEY?

EDITOR
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1st & 2nd

Tues
Tues
Tues
Tues
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Tues
Tues
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat

4th
4th
4th
4th
5th
5th
6th
11th
11th
12th
12th
13th
14th
15th

DIARY FOR JULY 2006
METHODIST CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL , p. 17
THE PAMPERED CHEF, Scout H.Q. see p. 6
MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am - 11.45am. Outside The Plough
W.I. Car Treasure Hunt & Fish & Chip Supper
CONSERVATION GROUP AGM, Mitchell Rm, 7.30pm, p. 30
BENTLEY BEARS PICNIC, St Mary's Church. 2.15pm
GREAT BENTLEY PRE-SCHOOL OPEN DAY 1pm-3pm
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Michael Wright Rm, 7.30pm
RECYCLING - Aingers Green
ART CLUB, Painting at Castle Park, Colchester
GREAT BENTLEY FARMERS MARKET , Village Hall, 2-4pm
SCOUTS & GUIDES COMMITTEE MEETING, 8pm, Scout H.Q.
HISTORY SOCIETY, 8pm Village Hall, p. 23
RECYCLING - Gt Bentley
RAINBOWS FUN AFTERNOON, See p. 3

Sat 15/Sun 16 ST OSYTH WEEKEND, see p. 31

Mon
Tues
Tues
Fri

Sun

Tues
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Fri

17th

18th
18th

21st

23rd

25th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
28th

MAGAZINE DEADLINE

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am - 11.45am. Outside The Plough
GARDENING CLUB, Evening Visit to Horkesley Hall, p. 23
EVERGREENS - BARBECUE, St Mary’s Church grounds

SEEKERS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION SERVICE, St Mary's
Church, p. 6

RECYCLING - Aingers Green

ART CLUB, Painting at Brook Farm Stables, Alresford, p. 23
EVERGREENS - Village Hall, 2pm, p. 23

FARMERS MARKET, Brightlingsea, 9-1pm, Community Centre
EVERGREENS VISIT TO WESTCLIFFE THEATRE, CLACTON
RECYCLING - Gt Bentley

MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room 9.00am
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