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Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the 
Editor take responsibility for the information given or views expressed 
in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any culpability accepted in 
work undertaken by advertisers. 

 2006 

EDITORIAL 

 

FRONT COVER 
Flag Creek, with Bentley Country 
Park to the right, and Hill 
Cottages in the distance.  The 
Parish Boundary runs right 
through the middle of the creek 
and marks an interesting point as 
we Beat the Bounds. (23rd 
September  2006) 

 

 
We have had a really long break since we completed the 
January magazine just before Christmas.  The machine after a 
well earned rest has been used to print the Good Neighbours 
Booklet, swiftly followed by this months adverts.  Unfortunately 
this was when we discovered a fault with the machine which is 
leaving a white line straight through the page.  After printing 
over 6 million copies it really did not owe us anything but a new 
machine is going to cost in the region of £3,400!  We hope 
that you will be able to join us for a fund raising  COFFEE 
MORNING on 18th February.  If you have anything for our 
bring and buy stall, a raffle prize, or could bake us a cake, we 
would be extremely grateful. (Full details on page 32). 
 
As we go to print work has just commenced on the new 
footpath along Thorrington Road.  Grateful thanks to all who 
have lobbied over the years to bring this project to fruition.  If 
only the junction at Lufkins Corner could be made safer as 
well, in the near future, I am sure we would all breathe a sigh 
of relief. 
 
No room for nature notes again!  Apart from the snowy cold 
snap just after Christmas which made the birds sit up and 
briefly take notice, they really appear to believe that spring has 
arrived.  One or two thrushes have returned and are singing 
beautifully, and sparrows and blue tits are looking to nest.  The 
first aconites were flowering in our garden around the 20th of 
January and at about the same time I noticed a wonderful 
display of snowdrops in the churchyard at Great Bromley.  
February being a short month, I am sure we will all look 
forward to the first official days of spring and the mad dash to 
get on with gardening chores.  However, I am mindful of the 
fact that the photograph on the front cover was taken at the 
end of February and we had quite a covering of snow at the 
beginning of March last year! (Just to cheer you up).  
 
We are always delighted to receive your news and views, so 
please keep those articles coming in.  Last months issue was 
the largest ever with two extra pages regarding sand and 
gravel extraction included at the last moment.  A special thank 
you to the staplers and collators who worked extra hard to 
produce your bumper January magazine, and the deliverers 
who had to carry them to your door. 
 
All the very best to you all, 
Mary Maskell 
 
P.S.  Did you spot the difference?  The adverts were printed on 
the faulty machine and the text on a loaned printer similar to 
the one we intend to buy.  
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David’s Deliberations 

‘A time to love’ 
 

The month of February can be the beginning of the end of winter and we look forward to spring. To the 
promise of new life springing up from the dormant ground. Bulbs that have pushed through the frozen hard 
ground now start to bloom into a host of colours. Is it too early for the blossom to come out on the trees? 
Confused by a mild day of sunshine only to be nipped in the bud by a sharp frost. From early January into 
February the farmers have been busy with the new born lambs. I always marvel how strong these little ones 
(the sheep not the farmers) are to stand the chill of the winter winds. Who’d be a shepherd at this time of the 
year? 
 
Why is St. Valentines day the 14th February? (Answers on a post card please) Is it because of this promise of 
new life and that spring is in the air? It can cause young love to blossom and male and female to do all sorts of 
lovely and daft things. Send cards anonymously to one another hoping that they will know who they are from. 
Buy flowers or chocolates for a beloved who perhaps has been your love for a very long time. (Wife or 
Husband ). 
 
C. Morley wrote ‘If we discovered that we had five minutes left to say all we wanted to say, every telephone 
booth would be occupied by people calling other people to stammer that they love them. Why wait until the last 
five minutes?’ 
 
Who said that love is dead. Love makes the world go round. The world would be a beautiful place if there was 
more love around. Now I have to be careful what I mean by that. I don’t advocate that the early sixties of 
promiscuity was right. The love I have in mind is the love that God showed us through his Son Jesus Christ. 
His teaching showed that we should love our neighbours, our enemies, our families. We should always have 
time for one another, to care for one another. What is the result of all this love? Hatred, greed, wars, anger, 
loneliness all start to disappear. In one another and in nations. 
 
‘When God saw us for the first time, it was love at first sight.’ 
 
God loves you and me. That is the best thing to know. The supreme happiness of life is the conviction that we 
are loved. What does God want from us in return? It is in returning that love we are loved even more. 
 
Pastor David.  
 

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH MAGAZINE 

MONDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2006 
ALL  material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524 

Please mark all material  - “Parish Magazine” 

 
e-mail:  Carole@pncallington.co.uk  - Subject:  Parish Magazine 

 
The Great Bentley Parish Council website is:  www.g reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 
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GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
 

Seekers every Monday during term time -  
Church Vestry Room 3.30-4.30pm 

Bell Ringing Practice every Monday - 7.30pm 

Choir Practice every Thursday - 7.30pm 

 

Wed. 1st   10.00am Holy Communion   
Thur. 2nd 7.45pm MU AGM at 33, Larkfield Road 
Sat. 4th All Day Area Training Day at St John’s,  
    Colchester 

 

SUN. 5TH    FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
Mon. 6th  7.30pm Contemplative Prayer Group -  
    Windsor, Clacton Rd., Thorrington 
Wed 8th  10.00am Morning Prayer and Litany 

 2.15pm Bentley Bears 
Thur. 9th 7.30pm Deanery Synod at Frinton 

 

SUN. 12TH   THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
  8.00am Holy Communion by extension 
  9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist 
Mon. 13th   3.30pm No Seekers during Half Term 
Wed. 15th    10.00am Morning Prayer 

 

SUN 19TH    SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
  8.00am Holy Communion by extension 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School 
Mon. 20th  7.30pm Deanery Cluster Meeting 
Wed 22nd  10.00am Holy Communion 

 

SUN 26TH  SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Word and Worship Service 
Mon. 27th    7.30pm Deanery Cluster Meeting 
 

 

We welcome you to worship with us during February.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
February 5th  Barbara Fookes  

February 12th  Rev Ray Thompson 

February 19th   Anne Scott 

February 26th  Pastor David Bavister  

Each week the following events are held at our  
Church ring these numbers for more information 
 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 
 
Bowls Club   Alternate Thursdays   2 p.m. 250431 
 
Junior Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.  
For children in school year 3 and older.  
 

FOR THOSE WHO COME TO CHURCH 
 

Thou shalt not come to church late, 
Nor for the Amen refuse to wait, 

Thy noisy tongue thou shalt restrain, 
When speaks the organ its refrain. 

But when the hymns are sounded out 
Thou shalt lift up thy voice and shout, 
The endmost seat thou shalt leave free 
For more must share the pew with thee. 
The Offering Plate though shalt not fear 

But give thine uttermost with cheer. 
Thou shalt to the minister give heed 

Nor blame him when thous’t disagreed. 
Unto thy neighbour thou shalt bend, 

And if a stranger makes a friend 
And so by all thy spirit's’ grace, 

Thou shalt show God within this place. 

     Author unknown 



MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
Our thanks to Barbara Tricker for a very enjoyable 
and informative afternoon in January. 
 
We begin February with our AGM on Thursday 2nd at 
7.45pm at my home - 33 Larkfield Road; continuing a 
tradition from the time when Bob and Mary Brownrigg 
lived there!  I hope this timing will enable those 
members who work to come. 
 
On Wednesday 15th February at the service of Holy 
Communion at 10am prayers will be offered for the 
dioceses of Bloomfontein in South Africa, Nsukka in 
Nigeria, Sakondi in West Africa; Shyagwe in Rwanda 
and Blackburn in our own country. 
 
Marjorie Taylor is looking forward to her 90th birthday 
this month and we send our love and congratulations. 
 
Myrtle Clayton 
250725 

 
SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 

 
Sunday 5th February - 4th Sunday Before Lent 

Sidespersons - Gregg & Eileen Staffiere 
Intercessions - Mike Brown 

 

Sunday 12th February -  3rd Sunday Before Lent     

Sidespersons - Peter & Judith Clayton 

 

Sunday 19th February -  2nd Sunday Before Lent 

Sidespersons - Myrtle Clayton & Zonia Wood 
Intercessions - Penny Metcalfe 
 
Saturday 26th February - Sunday Next Before Lent 

Sidespersons - Alex & Paul Ernst 

 
 

 

 
 

 
COFFEE ROTA  

 
5th Jean Twyman/Mandy Miles 

12th Hilary & Ben Harris 

19th Luke & Pat Berriman 

25th Karen Williams/Wendy Smith 

 

CLEANING ROTA 
.4th Wendy Smith/Karen Williams 

11th Bev Adams 

18th Pat & Peter Nunn 

25th Linda Hayes 
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   BAPTISM:   
 
       27th November  
 
     Jamie-Jay Edmond  
 
 

FU NERALS 
 
15th  December  
 
Ada Florence Hopkins  
 
 
Dorothy  Mary Collie   
 
The funeral of Dorothy Collie took place on 21st 
December 
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Dear all, 
 
Best wishes for Christmas and many thanks to all 
who have supported our Water Aid efforts. 
 
www.colchestertocapetown.com   Please use the 
enclosed link if you want to follow the trip. 
 
And of course many thanks to Adam Brown for 
setting up the link for us. 
 
Regards 
 George Wright  

*   *   * 

 
I would like to thank all my family and friends for 
helping me to celebrate my 30th birthday.  BIG BIG 
thanks to my husband Rob for all your hard work in 
transforming the barn for my party. You are 1 in a 
million.  Thanks very much to Mum and Pop for 
helping to do the buffet and get the barn ready, I 
couldn't have done it without you. 
 Thanks to Bentley football club for doing the 
bar, and for the boy's doing their little performance. 
Also a very big thank you for all my lovely cards and 
gift's. A good night was had by all. 
Best Wishes 
 Lou Herbert. XX 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
 
A big thank you to all the boxholders and everyone 
who came to the breakfast in December.  We raised 
£965.  The Christingle Service collection came to a 
further £200.10 and so I was able to send the 
magnificent sum of £1,165.10 to the Children’s 
Society. 
 
Thank you once again for helping to support the 
work of the Children's Society. 
 
If anyone is interested in having a collecting box at 
home please contact me.  It’s amazing how all the 
small change adds up! 
 
Carole Allington 
251086 
 
Hon. Local Secretary 
The Children’s Society 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

THANK    YOU 
 
A very big thank you to all the kind people of our 
village and surrounding areas who contributed to 
make this Christmas appeal another success. The 
grand total (as at 03/1/06) of items of food donated for 
the animals was 340  plus some pet toys.  Special 
thanks to those who were willing to have the donation 
boxes on their premises – Bentley Garage, Great 
Bentley Primary School, The Evergreen Friendship 
Club, Crumbles and Colne Valley Vets.  Many 
donations were also left at 18 Finch Drive.  Thanks 
also to those who displayed the posters detailing the 
collection points even when it was not possible for 
them to have a donation box of their own. 
 With Bentley Stores closing, Fiveways 
Brightlingsea  and our own Tesco Express unable to 
have collection boxes, I really did not think this year’s 
appeal would produce anything like the above result.  
It is down on last year’s total because of the fewer 
collection points but is still a most generous and 
welcome contribution to the welfare of the rescued 
animals. 
 60 cats and kittens have been rehomed this 
year via Cats Cradle.  The two little handicapped boys 
went to a home together on Friday 23 December.  I do 
not usually home cats/kittens so close to Christmas as 
it is traumatic enough for them without the extra stress 
of visitors/parties etc.  However, the young man was 
on his own and on holiday until after the New Year, 
was not having wild parties and would be able to settle 
them in during his 10 day break.  I have since heard 
that they have adapted very well to their new home 
and are running up and down the stairs like whirlwinds 
despite both of them missing a back paw.  The shy 
one has blossomed and is now as keen for fusses and 
cuddles as his little brother and I could hear them both 
purring to verify this while chatting on the phone. 
 I still have the 3 young mother cats to rehome 
and a new 5 month old female kitten and the phone 
has already started ringing with requests to take in 
further cats and the kitten season hasn’t even started 
yet! (Please ring Beryl on 01206 250 995 if you are 
interested in any of the cats). 
 Happy New Year to everyone from all the 
animals and their carers. 
 
 

*   *  * 
I felt I must just say a big thank you for all the cards, 
best wishes and visitors I received while in hospital.  
They were all very much appreciated. 
 
Mary Morton 
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THANK YOU 
 
Further donations of items suitable as bedding for the 
animals at the rescue and re-homing centres has 
continued to be gathered in from kind folk in and 
around Great Bentley.  Old blankets, covers, duvets, 
sleeping bags, sheets and towels are all very useful 
and are always very welcome at the various centres 
which we are now able to help.  Your thoughtful 
generosity allows Judy and I to ensure that those pets 
currently in care at the centres have a clean, dry bed.  
We are also most grateful for the kind donations of pet 
food and to those ladies who have taken the trouble to 
knit the most beautiful blankets and envelopes which 
are used to cover rescued cat’s heated pads.  Thank 
you very much. 
 
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way   Tel:  251702 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR OUR CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 
I would like to thank all of those people who spent at 
least 3 weekends, if not 4, putting up Great Bentley’s 
beautiful Christmas lights. 
 The lights truly looked lovely.  When 
approaching the village from Aingers Green, the 
coloured lights on each side and the centre piece a 
great big tree covered in white lights looked beautiful.  
I enjoyed it every evening when walking the dog.  My 
children took to comparing every other villages’ 
Christmas lights with our own, and they thought we 
had the best! 
 The reason I am writing this (on the deadline 
date and in a hurry) is to let those who gave up so 
much of their time so the rest of us could enjoy our 
Christmas lights, we really are very grateful indeed. 
 
No name given 
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After the recent cold and snowy weather it seems like 
a very good time to thank all of those people who 
make our lives the better for their help and presence in 
our community; 
 
The Milkman 
The Paper Boys and Girls 
The Dustmen 
The Postman 
The Re-cycling Men 
The men from Onyx who keep us litter free and empty 
the bins on and around the green. 
 
 
 

GREAT BENTLEY 
PRE-SCHOOL 

 
Great Bentley Pre-School would like to say a very 
big Thank You to everyone who contributed to our 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 26th November and 
who helped to make the day a success. 
 
Special thanks goes to Plough Road Fitness Centre 
for their generosity. 
 
The money raised will enable us to purchase toys, 
books and equipment for our children during 2006. 
 
Thank you all 
 
Debbie Webster 
Pre-School Secretary 
 

*   *   * 
 
Many thanks to all who showed concern, sent cards 
or telephoned me following my recent stay in the 
Royal Marsden Hospital.  Your concerns were much 
appreciated and very comforting. 
 
URSULA DORLING 

 
VIDEOS FOR SALE  

 
Kevin & Perry Go Large 
 
Friends videos: 
 
Series 1 1-4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-16, 17-20, 21-24 

Series 2 1-4 (x2), 5-8, 9-12, 13-16, 17-20, 21-24 

Series 3 1-4 

Series 4 1-4, 21-23 

Series 5 5-8, 13-16, 17-20 

 

£3.00 each 

 

10 videos £27.00 

15 videos £40.00 

19 videos £50. 

 

Ring Sally  

on 01206 250420 

 

 

 



RECYCLING  
FOR FEBRUARY 

 Aingers Green 

 Tuesday  7th 
 Tuesday  21st 

 

 Great Bentley 

 Friday 10th 
 Friday 24th  
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
LOWER PARK ROAD 

 
THURSDAY  

23rd FEBRUARY 
9.00am - 1.00pm 

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
HOPPER BUS 

MONDAY - FRIDAY  
COST £5.50 RETURN 

 
Village Hall   9.37 11.57 15.17 
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38 
 
Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55 
Village Hall   10.38 13.58 16.18 
 
If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County 
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but 
please state this when you book your place. 
 
Please ring 01255 436 962 
 
 

MOBILE POLICE UNIT 
 

Tuesday 7th February 
 

Tuesday 21st February 
 

10.50am to 11.45am 
Outside the Plough Inn 
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FRESH FISH 
 

Following on from the success of the Farmers’ 
Market, Carpenter’s Farm Shop now offer a fresh fish 
stall EVERY Wednesday morning from 9 - 1.30pm.  
This is manned by Kerry of Tony’s Fresh Fish.  They 
are based at Point Clear, St. Osyth and it is from 
there that Tony launches his boat to fish along the 
local coast. 
 
All of the fish that you buy is caught locally by Tony 
UNLESS stated otherwise, (eg the dressed crabs and 
prawns which are bought in). 
 
So do give Kerry a look on Wednesday mornings for 
really fresh LOCAL fish straight from the fisherman. 
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THANK GOODNESS FOR BLOOD DONORS 
 

Dear All, 
 
I felt I should write in relation to the above, once again 
highlighting the importance of giving blood. 
 My husband and myself have recently been 
blessed with the safe arrival of twin girls, what a 
Christmas present for us in 2005!  They are fantastic 
bundles of joy and are gorgeous in every way - I 
guess we are biased first time parents!  However the 
reason I write is that after the delivery of my twin girls I 
received a much needed blood transfusion for medical 
reasons, I was whisked away from my girls and bags 
of blood appeared for my use almost immediately.  I 
stayed in hospital for 5 days and have to say although 
I still felt physically unwell, this blood transfusion 
almost certainly got me home quicker so I could be 
back with my family.  Nearly a week after my 
discharge I deteriorated again and was readmitted to 
hospital where I received another blood transfusion, 
this time being given another 4 units of blood.  Once 
again and in hindsight, this almost certainly saved me 
from a situation that could have turned or gone very 
wrong. 
 The point I’m trying to state here is that giving 
blood is so so important and I can’t thank the people 
enough who have given blood and whose blood I 
received so I could get well again and back on my feet 
so I could be with my twin girls.  I myself was never a 
blood donor, however my husband has given blood for 
years and his constant nagging at me of the 
importance of giving blood always fell on deaf ears.  
What a fool I felt when I then realised at a time of 
crisis I then required someone else’s blood to get me 
better!  How selfish! 
 So please, if you are thinking about giving blood 
please do.  You never know that at a time of need like 
myself you might require someone else’s blood to 
save your life. 
 
Mrs Pearson 
 

Hello to everyone 
  
Hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year. 
 I would like to bring your attention to a few 
matters that occurred prior to the Christmas 
holidays. 
 There were a number of vehicles broken into 
in your area. A local youth was arrested and 
questioned but unfortunately due to the evidence no 
further action was taken. 
 There were two shed burglaries at the local 
Bentley Primary School. Again a local youth has 
been arrested and is currently on bail pending further 
police enquires 
 We have had a number of reports of number 
plates being stolen from vehicles. 
 I would ask everyone to stay vigilant and 
report any suspicious activity. 
 I will end with a bit of crime prevention advice. 
Please when you leave your vehicles  make sure 
you do not leave any valuables on display and also 
make sure the car is locked. I have recently been 
dealing with a number of thefts from cars in 
Brightlingsea where local youths have been entering 
insecure cars and stealing items, (16 in all).  This 
could all have been avoided if people took the time 
to lock their vehicles. 
  
Take care and be extra careful on the roads over the 
winter months. 
  
Pc 777 Danny Harris  

POLICE  
REPORT 

BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS 
DURING FEBRUARY 

 
CLACTON, BRCS Hall, Hayes Road 
Thurs  9th   13.00-15.30;  16.45-19.15 

COLCHESTER 
Colchester Townhouse, 39/42 East Stockwell St 
Fri 24th   14.00-16.00;  17.00-19.30 

Abbots Activity Centre, 39 Ladbrook Drive 
Fri 3rd; Fri 17th; Mon 27th; 
14.00-16.00;  17.00-19.30 

Wilson Marriage Centre, Barrack Street 
Sun 12th 10.15-12.30;  14.00-16.15 
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THE COLOURING COMPETITION 
SPONSORED BY 

CARPENTERS FARM SHOP 
WAS WON BY 
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SATURDAY 11th FEBRUARY 

VILLAGE HALL 
1PM-4PM  

ADMISSION FREE 
 

TO BOOK A TABLE (COST £10) 
RING   01255  675989 

 
OR CALL AT CRUMBLES 

�����������					
�
�
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��������������
���
TABLE TOP & 

 INDOOR BOOT SALE 
VILLAGE HALL 
10am to 1pm 

free admission 
TABLES £6 

RING 01255 675989 

Did You Know?........................ 
 
That the Green is a designated landing site for both the Air Ambulance 
and the Police Helicopter?  If you see either of these helicopters hovering over the 
green whilst walking the dog, riding your horse etc. please move over onto the 
path or track to allow it to land safely.  The Southside seems to be the favourite 
area for “parking” just recently!  Speed is of the essence, so move out of the way 
and observe from the sidelines. 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH  
 

Thursday 20th April  

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
7.30pm Vestry Room, St Mary’s Church 
 
Friday 21st April  

LADIES DINNER  
Vestry Room, St Mary’s Church 
Details Rosemary Branch - 250137 
 
Saturday 20th May  

CHURCH SPRING FETE 
2.00pm - 4.00pm  St Mary’s Church Grounds 
with Martin Rapley and the BIG BUG EXPERIENCE.   
Giant cockroach, Scorpions, Tarantualas, Praying 
Mantis etc. 
Details Nicky Justice - 251474 
 
Saturday 9th September/Sunday 10th September  

FLOWER AND ART FESTIVAL WEEKEND  
Details Rita Coles 251506 or Hilary Harris 250608 
 
Saturday 2nd /Sunday 3rd December  

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL WEEKEND  
Details Peter Allington 251086 or Rita Coles 251506 
Evening - Musical event TBA 
Details Fiona Bodmer - 251321 
 
 
 

GT BENTLEY  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
Saturday 1st/Sunday 2nd July  

FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 
Sunday 17th September  

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
8th October  
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
Preacher:  Rev John Robinson 
 

 

 
 

 

GREAT BENTLEY SCHOOL 
 
2nd March  
WORLD BOOK DAY 
 
1st December  
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 

VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
Saturday 24th June  

GREAT BENTLEY CARNIVAL 
 
Saturday 2nd September  

GREAT BENTLEY SHOW 
 
Saturday 23rd September  

BEATING THE BOUNDS 
 
Saturday 7th October  

CONSERVATION DAY, VILLAGE HALL 

 
31st December  

NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE 
 
 

BRIGHTLINGSEA  
MAJOR EVENTS  

 
14th May  
CLASSIC CAR & CRAFT SHOW 
COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
Contact Jeanette Morgan 01206 303511 
 
17th June  
BRIGHTLINGSEA CARNIVAL 
 
24th/25th June  
BRIGHTLINGSEA OPEN GARDENS & 
SCARECROW FESTIVAL 
 
27th - 30th JULY  
MUSIC FESTIVAL - Various Venues in 
Brightlingsea 
 
6th-11th AUGUST  
PYFLEET WEEK 
 
2nd September  
SMACK AND BARGE RACE - Start 9am 
 
23rd September  
TOWN REGATTA 
 
1st December  
LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - EVENTS IN 2006  



In support of St Mary’s Church Tower Appeal 

Bentley Green Players 
present something new 
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We offer an evenings entertainment 

 with members of the group acting out small playlets  
to assist you in solving the murder that is  

about to take place. 
So please bring along your family and friends 

Supper is included in the ticket price. 

Please bring your own drinks 
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Tickets available from  
Bev Adams Tel No 01206 250724 

Not from The Post Office as previously advertised 

Price £10 each 

Please note the last date for ticket sales is  
Monday 20th February as we need to know the 

numbers that we shall be catering for on  Saturday 
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Last month we advertised the Murder Mystery 
evening that the group is holding to support the St. 
Mary’s Church Tower Appeal. From the feedback 
already received, this new venture is proving 
popular. 
 
You will see this month in our advertisement that the 
price of the tickets is £10 each. 
 
Please note that the tickets are available from 
Bev Adams on 01206 250724 and not the Post 
Office as previously advertised.  
 
Please also note that the last date for ticket sales is 
Monday 17th February 2006, as we need to know 
the numbers that we shall be catering for on 
Saturday evening. 
 
When you have purchased your tickets from Bev 
could you please let her know your choice for 
supper. 
 
The choices are; - 
 
Cod and Chips Chicken and Chips   and 
Vegetarian Meal 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Village Hall on 
Saturday 25th February 2006. 
 
Lynda McWilliams (Chair) 
on behalf of Bentley Green Players 
 

BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS 
 

Spring Production – Read Through and Auditions 
 
We are already underway with our next production a comedy called “Fly in the Ointment” by Derek Benfield. 
The production is to be held on Thursday 18th Friday 19th and Saturday 20th May 2006, (Please note these are 
the correct dates and not the dates advertised in the Programme for the Pantomime). We shall be holding the 
production at The Methodist Church Hall. 
 
The read through and auditions for the play, are being held on Monday 6th February 2006 at St. Mary’s Church 
Vestry from 7.30 pm. We would be very pleased to welcome you if you wish to join in with either acting or back 
stage. 
 
 
Lynda McWilliams (Chair) 
on behalf of Bentley Green Players 
Tel No 250732 
e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk 



Dr Paddy Carr 
 

Sadly, Dr Carr has nearly reached the end of his contract at the surgery. He will be leaving on 10th February 
and we understand he’s taking a well-earned break on the ski slopes with his family before he starts work at 
Wivenhoe surgery. 
 
Dr Carr has been working at the surgery since February 2003 and will be sorely missed by everyone there as 
well as by the many patients who have seen him on a regular basis over the last three years. We are sure that 
everyone will join us in wishing him well. 
 
The practice already has a replacement for Dr Carr lined up. He is Dr James Hickling, who starts at the surgery 
on 13th February. More of him next month when the usual “Surgery News” slot will be back. 
 
Hugh Cronin - Practice Manager 
 

BREAST SCREENING  
 

During the Autumn of 2005, women aged 50 to 70 years living in the Tendring area were called for their routine 
Breast Screening Test.  Women in this age group are recalled every three years for this test. 
 
Having had several of these tests already I went along expecting everything to be in order.  I check my breasts 
regularly and had found no problems so it was a surprise later to get a letter asking me to go to Essex County 
Hospital for further tests. 
 
These tests found that a small lump that the mammogram had detected was cancerous.  The lump was so 
small that neither I nor the nurses could feel it.  When I was told this by the consultant my dedicated Breast 
Care Nurse was present and she gave me a folder of all sorts of information on the condition.  She reassured 
me that I could call her at anytime if I had any concerns. 
 
It was arranged that I would go into hospital within two weeks to have the lump removed.  I was asked to give 
permission for the surrounding tissue that was removed at the same time, to be used in research.  Apparently, 
Colchester Hospital and Essex University are doing pioneering research into the causes of breast cancer.  I 
was more than pleased to give my consent. 
 
I spent four days in Copford Ward at Colchester General Hospital and was well looked after.  I am now waiting 
to have a course of radio therapy to make sure that there are no more cancerous cells lingering in the area. 
 
The reason for writing this is to encourage all women of whatever age to examine their breasts and to attend 
screening when their appointment arrives.  Lumps can be found at any age but if the cancer is detected earlier 
enough it is much easier to treat. 
 
I would like to thank all friends and neighbours 
who gave me support and offers of help with 
shopping at this time.  You know who you are.  
Thank you. 
 
PS.  It is not just women who can get breast 
cancer.  Men - check your breasts and if you feel a 
lump get to the Doctor to have it looked at. 
 
A Village Resident 
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RECYCLE YOUR MOBILE  
AND RAISE MONEY  

FOR BREAST CANCER CAMPAIGN 
 

Simply put your old mobile phone in an envelope 
obtainable from Morrisons Supermarket and post  

free of charge. 
 

A minimum of 50p from every mobile phone 
successfully recycled will be donated to  

Breast Cancer Campaign 
   



Pet’s 
corner 
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WELCOME  
 

We welcome Wendy and Pete Stevens who 
have moved into Timbers, the Green, and wish 
them every happiness in their new home. 
 
Also best wishes to Mr and Mrs Sandell and 
Bradley who have moved into The Maltings on 
Thorrington Road. 
 
We also welcome the Gibbs family who have 
moved into 43 Birch Avenue. 

24 HOURS A DAY, EVERY DAY! 
 
I used to love it! Just sitting down to a nice meal, 
after a hard day at work, peppered steak and chips 
on the table, nice roaring fire, and then someone 
phones the duty Vet……..my bitch has gone into 
whelp, I think I need your help. Although it used to 
be worse when I did large animal work, the call was 
usually in the depths of the night (always a freezing 
cold wet night), to the most bad-tempered cow on 
the farm that needed a caesarean section, but 
without any holding facilities, no help and oh, yes 
this cow is worth a fortune so don’t muck it up! 
There is the old joke much recycled about the vet in 
bed at 1am when the phone rings. A little old lady 
has just noticed that her darling bitch is up to no 
good with the collie that always hangs around. What 
can she do? “Try a bucket of water” says the vet; 
“tried that – no good” says the lady. “How about 
prizing them apart with a broomstick?”; “tried that 
too, no good either”. “Hang on there”, vet thinks and 
says, “replace the phone and then put it near the 
dog’s ear and I’ll ring you back”. “Will that work?” 
says the lady. “Well it just did for me” replied the vet! 
 
It is extremely difficult providing a quality service out 
of normal hours and having a decent work/life 
balance. The ruling still applies to Vets in this 
country that they have to provide 24/7 cover or have 
arrangements for a local practice to cover it for 
them. Vets in America do not have to provide this 
unless they want to! 
 
Until recently we have all looked after our own 
clients on a rota varying from every night in a single 
person practice, up to a 1 in 7 or similar in a larger 
practice. However pressure from new graduates, 
nagging wives/husbands, children, pets, etc  has led 
to exploration of other possibilities. Increasingly 
either a group of practices share duties or more 
likely a dedicated out of hours provider does this for 
us. Nowadays I am lucky enough to work for a 
practice that does this so I no longer do any night 
duties although I still cover Saturdays and Sundays.  
Instead we employ Vets and qualified nurses, fresh 
and always available during the night to provide a 
full emergency service with full back-up facilities – 
care far superior to any that someone working a full 
week and covering nights could provide on their 
own. Our in-patients also see huge benefits as they 
are never left alone, there is always someone there 
to monitor them, administer medications at 
appropriate intervals, perform tests exactly when 
required and to liaise with worried owners at any 
time of the night. 
 

Yes, it does cost a bit more to provide this type of 
service (but only marginally, and nothing compared 
to calling a plumber out in the night, if you can get 
one!) and yes, you do need to take your pet to the 
hospital, but this is no different to the NHS most 
times and we are often far closer than your nearest 
open A&E department as we found out recently 
when my son accidentally put this hand through a 
glass window!  
 
In my view the care improvement has been a 
revelation from the days of one person on his own 
trying to provide this service and Vets can get a 
normal life again……..maybe even a bit more sanity 
too. Times are definitely moving on, and I think in 
this case for the better! 
 
MARK ALLINGTON 

	��
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Each month we try to bring you a full and up-to-date 
magazine.  The magazine is the main source of 
bringing you news, views and IMPORTANT ISSUES 
which could affect life in our village.  We were a little 
concerned to find that despite two extra pages 
(including 2 A4 maps) that many of you had not 
noticed the issue of Sand and Gravel Extraction on 
your doorstep!  Many complained that they knew 
nothing about the proposed Orange Mast.  We 
realise that you may not have time to read the 
magazine so HOW ABOUT A RED ALERT 
COLUMN?  We will try to highlight the issues which 
we feel are particularly important each month that 
maybe you should peruse. 
 
This month we recommend; 
 
LICENSING REGULATIONS  see pages 28 &  31 
 
NEW PRINTER REQUIRED TO PRODUCE THIS 
MAGAZINE/COFFEE MORNING see page 32  
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WILDLIVES 
Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre East Anglia 

 Open for admissions: 10am - 4pm (except in the case of a 
genuine emergency). Please ring in advance of arrival! 

www.wildlives.org.uk 

'Catkins', Frating Road, Tharrington, Essex, C07 8HT. Tel: 01206 251174 

 Wildlives' Muntjac Herd Continues to Grow February 2006 

One of the difficulties with wildlife rescue is that, whilst it may be obvious that an animal needs help, the reason 
for its incapacity is not always so clear. Unlike with domestic pets, when a wild animal is ill, its history is 
unknown. Kate, for example, whose admission was reported in January's newsletter, had problems 
indeterminable by ordinary examination or by the circumstances of her rescue. The difficulty arose again in the 
case of Holly - a tiny munljac fawn. Holly was found on her own with minor wounds. There had been and he 
was soon shooting in that area the day before, so her released... mother may have been killed. However, the 
subsequent events suggest that Holly was abandoned. On Christmas Day, her temperature rose, and she 
began fitting and convulsing. The lack of visible cause suggested that her fitting due to a congenital condition. 
Ana Lapaz came out to the Centre and the prognosis was poor. Happily, Holly recovered. She now spends 
every day outside with Honeysuckle. They have become known as Shorty and Even Shorter. m o r t e m 
showed 

The results are back from the lab tests that DEFRA performed on two foxes with suspected poisoning.  In the 
first (November 2005) they found rat poison and another poison as yet unidentified.  In the second (December 
2005), rat poison.  Please note that the poisoning of foxes is illegal. 

 

Warning: fishing line 
Of the many hedgehogs admitted recently, one of them smelled so bad it was clear immediately that there was 
something seriously wrong. The hedgehog had a piece of fishing line knotted around it, cutting a wound 
around its body. The line was also pulled tight around its hind legs. The poor creature had obviously been in 
this condition for some time and, as it had grown, the line had become tighter. The wounds were horribly 
infected and full of maggots, and staff were uncertain whether they were doing the right thing in trying to save 
it. As it turned out, they were glad they did persevere. Amazingly, no nerves were severed, and the hedgehog 
is slowly getting back onto his feet. Please be aware of the effects that discarded fishing tackle and fish hooks 
can have on wildlife. It is a problem Wild lives deals with in water birds, but clearly any animal may be affected. 
If you see discarded fishing tackle, please pick it up and dispose of it safely. If you enjoy fishing, be 
responsible about it and do not create hazards for wildlife.. 
 

The moth and the butterfly 
Two young foxes were admitted over the holiday period. The first was spotted out and about with advanced 
mange. The fox trap was set and she was successfully caught She was collapsed and weak, showed signs of 
dehydration, and of course was half bald and scabby from the mange, with skin lesions where she had chewed 
herself to relieve the itching. She was named Moth by majority vote - moth, short for moth-eaten. Her new 
companion was found by the road in Chelmsford and taken to a vet, where she was treated for an abscess on 
her back, a broken toe, and concussion. Being so pretty, and living in the pen next door to Moth, she could 
hardly be called anything other than Butterfly. 
 
UPDATES 
Ana managed to save the eye of the tawny owl of last month’s newsletter and he was soon released …  
Smartypants, the fox, was making a good recovery when, one morning he was found collapsed.  Despite 
intensive care, we were unable to save him.  A post mortem showed renal failure.  In future, all foxes admitted 
will be given routine blood tests …  Kate, the muntjac, had acupuncture twice a week, but still had a balance 
problem.  One day she too was found collapsed, and the vet put her to sleep.  A post mortem revealed no 
internal injuries.  The vet said that there were pre-existing neurological problems. 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Invite you to a 

QUIZ NIGHT 
being held in  

Great Bentley Village Hall 

Friday 10th February 

starting at 7.30pm 

In aid of Air Ambulance and Branch Funds 

Quiz Master Mr John Moss 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS 

and lots of laughter and plenty of fun 
 

The committee and members would like to wish 
everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year 

The Wivenhoe Tai Chi Studio  
moves to Great Bentley 

 
 
Hi, my name is Dave Allen and for the last three 
years I have run the Wivenhoe Tai Chi Studio. It 
became obvious during the last year that the studio 
was becoming too small and the search for new 
premises launched. Luckily Chris Wright of the 
Plough Road Centre was a student and even more 
luckily had a unit waiting to be hired. After a few 
weeks of redecoration I moved into the new studio 
on Jan 3rd. 
 
All aspects of Tai Chi are taught at the studio from 
health and fitness to the martial art and students 
range in age from seventeen to seventy seven. If 
you have wondered what Tai Chi is all about maybe 
you will drop in and have a chat or take a ‘tester’ 
class and maybe join one of the ten week beginner 
courses, or if you have some experience enrol in one 
of the normal classes. 
 
If you need any further information on Tai Chi or the 
studio please visit website www.taichi4all.co.uk or  
e-mail daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk. The telephone 
number for the studio is 01206 255007 (great 
number eh!!) or mobile 07734-982438 
 
Hopefully, I will be a regular contributor to the 
magazine giving some more insight into the gentle 
art of Tai Chi Chuan. 

A new website for walkers in Essex 
Walking is great exercise – it is recommended that we take at least 10,000 steps a day. For keen walkers, a 
local website provides a wealth of information on walks in the area. 

 www.walkinginessex.co.uk gives you all the information you need for the best walking in the County: 

Guided walks: eighty walks detailed every month. The website tells you how long the walk is, which group is 
running it, when and where it starts and a contact number in case of questions. 

Books of walks: There are more than forty books of walks for the County. All the details are here. 

Leaflets of walks: More than fifty leaflets are produced around the County, many of them difficult to find. Not 
any more! www.walkinginessex.co.uk list them all. 

Walking groups: Every walking group in the County is listed (17 of them!). 

There are also links so that you can check: the weather for your walk, links to other useful sites, how to get to 
your walk by public transport – and more is being added all the time. 

So check out the website and get walking! 

 

 
TAI CHI 

 
Ruth Anderson is also going to start a class at 
the new Tai Chi Studio at the Plough Road 
Centre.  This will be held on Wednesday 
afternoons from 1pm to 2.30pm starting on 
 

Wednesday 1st February 
 

No experience necessary. 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
Please ring 0772 4133 702  
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PAGES FROM THE PAST 
 
Extracts taken from old parish magazines …… 
 
The Vicars Letter for November  - 1995 
 
I have just received a letter addressed to:  The Occupier, Church of St Mary.  It came from the Listed Property 
Owners Club, with an invitation to the Listed Homes Show and the offer of a free quotation for insurance.  So I 
stuck my tongue in my cheek and wrote back as follows: 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
 The Vicar has passed on to me the correspondence which you sent to The Occupier, Church 
of St Mary.  I am happy to confirm that St Mary’s is a Listed Historic Building and that I have 
occupied it ever since it was built many centuries ago.  Although it is not my sole residence, it is well 
known locally to be my house.  As such, it is understandable that I should have found my way onto 
your mailing list.  Nevertheless, since I am in the insurance business myself, I must decline your kind 
offer of a free quotation. 
 
 However, I shall be present at the Listed Homes Show (free entry is one of the perks of 
omnipresence) and you are very welcome to have a word with me about insurance then, or indeed 
at any other time.  The Vicar calls it prayer.  He would be happy to give you any number of free 
quotations - indeed he has a Bible full of them.  It is true that the conditions of my own insurance 
provisions are somewhat exacting, but Jesus Christ has already paid the premium for you in full and 
the benefits are undeniably out of this world. 
 
 Yours faithfully, God. 
 
 
 
APOLOGIES FOR TYPING ERROR - March 1992 
 
With reference to an article attributed to me in the Parish News for February 1992. 
 
Due to a blip of the finger the gist has been changed somewhat.  I refer to ponds being ‘dug up’.  A pond is 
dug; and presumably if ‘dug up’ it is filled in. 
 The use of the ponds was such as that in Constable’s Hay Wain.  The horses and cart were driven in 
after a hard day’s work, it cooled the horses legs and moistened the cart wheels, which if they get too dry 
loosen at the joints. 
 I have never heard of there being a village pond, as reported.  There is a difference between a pond 
which might have fish in it; and a POUND which might well have a EWE in it.  The pound so far as I know was 
situated at the North of the Green where the Path joins Heckford Road.  It was of course for putting stray 
animals in for safe custody until claimed by the owners, and a fee paid.  It was probably the responsibility of 
the village HAYWARD.  We have car pounds in towns now.  £60 to take your car away. 
 It is said that there were thirteen ponds around the green; that I do not know.  Each farm had one, they 
often had names such as the Doctor’s Pond, Wades Pond, etc.  Edens Farm and Carpenter’s Farm still have 
theirs. 
 In the past, any mistake, slip of the tongue or misprint was blamed on the Printers Devil.  We have not 
one of those; we do have Carole and Mary, who do a very fine job for us.  If ever I become perfect I shall 
complain - Les Wilson. 
 
We are not alone in making printing errors.  As the  East Anglian for Saturday February 8th mentions 
that the Evergreen Club in Great Bentley was formed  in 1060!! 
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NORTH ESSEX CONSERVATIVE 
ASSOCIATION 

Great Bentley Branch 
 

Bernard Jenkins’ Westminster Report arrived too late 
for delivery before the Christmas and New Year rush 
so it comes to you herewith, courtesy of “Parish 
News”.  We understand there will be another fairly 
soon which will be delivered as usual by our faithful 
band of leaflet distributors. 
 The new Leader of the Conservative Party, 
David Cameron is already making his presence felt 
in no uncertain way at Westminster.  Controversial 
though he promises to be in his effort to establish a 
new image for the Party, he deserves our full support 
if he is to move to the other side of the Despatch Box 
after the next Election. 
 To that end, we present the first of our 2006 
Fund-raising Events in March.  This will be an 
adaptation of that popular TV Game “CALL MY 
BLUFF” in which members of a panel give different 
meanings to an obscure word and the other team 
have to guess which is the true definition.  In our 
version, each table in the audience must decide 
which member of the panel is correct.  Bernard 
Jenkin has agreed to join the Panel. 
 

The DATE for “CALL MY BLUFF” 
is Saturday MARCH 25th 

The VENUE;  The MITCHELL ROOM  
in the Village Hall 

The TIME:  7-30pm 
 

TICKETS:  £6 to include Light Refreshments 
 
Priority Booking for Members of the Association 
opens on 27th February; General Booking from 4th 
March.  Please note that, due to the size of the 
venue, the number of tickets must be strictly limited 
so early application is advised.  Tickets will be 
available from Donald Walker at Wellers, Thorrington 
Road (250172) or from other members of the 
Committee. 
 
Donald Walker - Hon. Secretary 
 

 
 

 
The recent TV series about Rome and the Roman 
Empire was I understand very dramatic and rather 
bloody.  I gave it a miss but it did remind me that 
when the Romans invaded Britain, Colchester was 
captured in AD43 by Emperor Claudius and became 
the first Roman colony in Britain. The subsequent 
terrible events are well recorded but nevertheless it 
is reasonable to assume that Romans walked on the 
Green, or the plateau it was part of, 40 years after 
the birth of Jesus. 
 
Why do I mention this ….well on Sunday 8th January 
there was a thanksgiving service in St. Mary’s 
Church which recognised the splendid efforts of the 
many benefactors who  provided  the finance for the 
Tower restoration. From the top of that beautifully 
restored tower there is a wonderful view of the 
Green which is still there….long after the Romans 
departed! 
 
The new Honorary  Secretary is Ted  Drake.  
Tel 01206 257373. My apologies for not  mentioning 
this in the last Parish Magazine. 
 
Ben Harris. 

Friends of the Geen.   

HAVE YOU A VISION IMPAIRMENT? 
 
Tendring Vip’s is a lively group for people with a vision impairment.  We meet once a month at Pier Avenue 
Baptist Church Hall, Pier Avenue, Clacton-on-Sea for friendship, support, discussions, information, speakers, 
self advocacy, blind awareness, outings. 
 
For more information please contact Jenny   Tel:  01255 860218 
 
 
EYE CLINIC SUPPORT VOLUNTEERS   
provide a listening ear, help, advice and guidance. 
 
Please call in for a chat on Friday mornings at JUBILEE UNIT (opposite the Outpatients Department) Clacton 
& District Hospital from 9.30am - 12 noon. 
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Peter’s 

Potterings 
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Peter’s 

Potterings 
CLEMATIS  
 
The clematis can produce flowers in the garden all the 
year round.  There are the traditional varieties that flower 
in the summer but other varieties are available that 
flower early and late covering all 365 days of the year.  
Some are evergreen but the flowers are not the 
traditional open petal face.  They are usually smaller and 
often have different shapes.  The leaves do not look like 
a clematis and the bell like flowers look similar to a 
cowslip or bluebell and the traditional deep mauves 
make way to yellow and whites. 
 People often say they have trouble growing 
clematis but in essence they are fairly easy to grow.  
Always use mature plants in say 5 inch pots.  If your 
clematis is just a plug plant then pot it into a larger pot, 
let it develop its roots and then plant it out.  If your soil is 
lighter and well drained dig a hole about 12 inches deep 
and the same across.  Fill with a mix of general purpose 
compost plus something to keep the drainage open, such 
as gravel, fine wood chips, sharp sand etc. with a couple 
of handfuls of bone meal and place the plant so that the 
top of the pot is about 2 inches below the surface.  This 
serves two purposes, firstly it protects the base of the 
stems which contain dormant buds so you get new 
shoots, and secondly it helps to keep the roots moist.  If 
your ground is heavy clay plant it at ground level and 
build up a mound of compost to cover the base stems.  
You do not need to plant the roots in the shade, or to 
cover with large stones or paving slabs.  This was done 
to conserve moisture for the roots, but a layer of gravel is 
more effective and helps to keep the slugs and snails at 
bay.  Clematis will grow in sun or shade.  The varieties 
with light coloured flowers do best in shade, as the sun 
bleaches the blooms, so white soon becomes a 
transparent grey colour in bright sunshine. 
 Some of the less vigorous varieties grow well in 
pots.  Always use a large pot say 12-15 inches diameter, 
fill with a mixture of 50% general purpose compost and 
50% fine ground bark which produces a well drained 
compost but does retain moisture (Clematis hate 
waterlogged roots).  Water regularly and feed with liquid 
fertiliser every 2 weeks. 
 
There are three main groups of clematis.   
 
Group 1 are early, mainly small flowered and bloom from 
the previous year’s wood.  This group includes the 
evergreens and the rampant Montana series. 
 
Group 2 - early flowering with large flowers.  These  
usually flower before the end of June, and may give a 
second flush of flowers later in the year.  A good 
example is The President and Nellie Moser. 
 
Group 3 - Late flowering after July usually lots of small 
flowers. 

The pruning for these is as follows: 
 
Group 1 - Flowers from old wood - no need to prune for 
flowers, only to keep in shape.  If need to prune do so 
after flowering to allow new shoots to develop which will 
usually be old enough to give flowers next year.  If you 
prune early in the year the new growth will not have any 
flowers on. 
 
Group 2 - Flowers on new growth but from last year’s 
old wood.  Generally no need to prune but if needed 
selectively prune in May/June and the new growth from 
these prunings will provide blooms later in the year. 
 
Group 3 - Flowers on totally new growth.  Cut back to 
approximately 12 inches from the ground in February 
which will provide lots of new shoots from the base and 
give flowers fairly low down from the ground.  If you 
don’t prune the old wood which is say 8 foot high, it will 
produce a very few shoots as most of the growth is at 
the top so the flowers just go up and up. 
 
After Care - Clematis are heavy feeders and a good 
sprinkling of slow release fertiliser in the spring keeps 
them going, but for best performance water regularly 
say every 2-4 weeks with a watering can full for each 
plant of any of the liquid fertlisers.  Keep this up 
throughout the summer season. 
 
Pests - slugs and snails love the fresh new growth in 
early spring as they do for many plants.  Use your own 
favourite way to keep them at bay. 
 
Wilt used to be a problem where a shoot or series of 
shoots suddenly droops like it is dry and needs water.  
In fact in a way this is true, the problem is caused by a 
fungus that gets into a damaged stem and then blocks 
off the flow of sap above that level so the top of the 
shoot does not get any sap and quickly dies.  Most 
sprays etc. are ineffective as the problem is that there is 
no sap above the infected part so no further growth can 
take place.  Fortunately plant material below the infected 
area is still viable so cut back below the dead area, 
water well and wait for new shoots to come again.  This 
is one advantage of deep planting as the buried stems 
contain many dormant buds that will shoot out. 
 
Mildew is the other main problem and its cause is similar 
to that on roses etc.  Mildew likes dry roots and moist 
foliage.  Keeping the plant well watered helps to over 
come this, but water during the day not late evening.  If 
you water when the soil is warm from the day’s sun, 
some of the moisture evaporates and then condenses 
making the leaves moist so the mildew flourishes.  As 
well as watering, spray with a mixture of one part semi 
skimmed milk to 10 parts water and this counteracts the 
mildew.  Repeat after a few weeks if necessary.  This 
does work as I used it on roses last year very 
successfully. 
 
PETER ALLINGTON 
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HISTORY SOCIETY MEETING 
 

On Thursday 12th January the History Society held its 
AGM and then was privileged to hear an outstanding 
talk given by local lecturer, Jane Jordan, entitled “Kitty 
O’Shea.  An Irish Affair”, which is also the title of her 
recently published book.  From the outset the speaker 
made clear the extent to which this lady’s reputation 
and her place in history had been rewritten to the point 
of notoriety, much of it to serve the personal and 
political expediency of various parties.  Research on 
the speaker’s part had, to an extent, been disapproved 
of by some in Ireland.  More than a century since the  
“scandal” in which she was involved, it is still a deeply 
sensitive issue. 
 “Kitty” is known only as the mistress of the 
major Irish political figure of the 1880’s, Charles 
Stewart Parnell, and that, in a sense, only because of 
the way in which the sensational divorce proceedings 
brought by her husband ended the career of Parnell.  
He was at that time leader of the Irish Nationalist Party 
in Parliament at the time of Gladstone’s 2nd Home 
Rule Bill and there was the hope that Parnell could be 
influential in efforts to settle the Irish issue. 
 Spin, it seems, was as prevalent then as at any 
time and Kitty O’Shea is seen only as some immoral 
catalyst, though her character and role, the speaker 
contends, deserves much greater examination, not 
least so that we know the truth rather than the 
massive misrepresentation that history has so far 
imposed.  She was described variously as “a female 
werewolf”, “a proven prostitute” and “the degraded 
partner of Parnell’s passion”.  Her background gives 
the lie to this. 
Born Katherine Wood (the name “Kitty” itself being a 
substitution that implies loose character in the Irish 
vernacular), she had no Irish connection and indeed 
never visited Ireland.  She was the daughter, in fact, of 
the vicar of nearby Cressing and was brought up in 
the wealthy, upper class environment of Rivenhall 
Place.  Following the death of her father, she married 
William O’Shea, an Army officer, in 1867. 
 Despite their three children, he began to live a 
virtually separate life, but elected to Parliament as an 
Irish Nationalist in 1880, he was still happy to use her 
socially attractive personality to further his business 
and political ambitions.  In this context it was at his 
behest that she first met Parnell, with whom he hoped 
to curry favour.  Their immediate mutual attraction led 
to their relationship from which she had two further 
children. 
 Content to ignore this while Katharine’s wealthy 
aunt continued to provide financial support, O’Shea 
did not until some ten years later bring a suit for 
divorce, claiming he had had no knowledge of her 
affair.  The scandal and furore caused by the court 
case, which they did not defend, had great political 
repercussions since Gladstone’s Liberal Party 
protested that they could not vote in favour of Home 
Rule when the main Irish party was led by an 
adulterer.  It also split the Irish Nationalists, their M.P.s 
putting the whole blame on Mrs O’Shea, as so many 
do to this day. 

 The details of the case were the hugely 
interesting part of Jane’s talk, not because of their 
salaciousness but rather the monstrous exaggeration 
and lies that went unchallenged.  Too long to relate 
here, they make enthralling reading (I finished the first 
two chapters that night, having purchased the book).  
Certainly Katharine’s autobiography years later reveal 
her as an intelligent lady of advanced outlook.  Her 
meetings with Gladstone as an intermediary for Parnell 
show the level of her intellect.  The speaker, in reply to 
questions, did not feel that the Home Rule Bill would 
have got past the House of Lords anyway even if 
Gladstone had got it through the Commons.  But for 
ever it seems that “Kitty” O’Shea will bear the brunt of 
the blame for its failure despite the inaccuracy of the 
evidence. 
 The interested involvement of the audience at the 
end showed how much they had appreciated Jane’s 
fluent and clearly presented lecture; a superb evening. 
 
At the AGM held earlier in the evening, the Committee 
were all re-elected, the only change coming about with 
the resignation of Michael Turner due to other 
commitments.  We thank him for the hard-working 
service he has given.  David Kirby was elected to 
replace him.  Financially the society remains stable and 
the membership holds steady, though we look to ways 
of increasing this. 
 
Next month’s talk is on Thursday 9th February when 
the speaker will be Keith Banks whose subject is “The 
Flying Squad.” 
 
 
 

 
DOG MESS PROBLEM FOR FARMERS 

 
Two new mess bins have been installed at the 
entrances to the Millands for the use of dog owners 
exercising dogs in the Millands estate and in the fields 
beyond.  Dog owners are asked to be very careful to 
remove all dog mess from the paths and from the fields. 
 For the last two seasons the hay from the field at 
the Millands has been unusuable, because it has been 
found to contain dog faeces, which cannot - for obvious 
reasons -  be fed to horses and cattle, or used as 
bedding for domestic pets such as rabbits and 
hamsters.  The farmer has had to change the use of the 
field to graze cattle, and it is important that they are not 
feeding off grass infected with dog faeces.  Please keep 
to the paths and clear up any mess your dog makes.  
Dogs should be kept on leads at all times for the above 
reasons. 
 Land owners have rights to clean land which can 
be used for farming and dog owners and walkers have 
responsibilities when they are walking over other 
people’s land.  Please observe the Countryside Code. 
 
Taken from the ‘Viaduct’ newsletter for Somerton in  
Somerset. 
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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION TENDRING GROUP 
 

FEBRUARY WALKS PROGRAMME  
 

Thursday 2nd Felixstowe 10 miles Leader:  01255 676989.  Meet Station Car Park 
   or Harwich 6 miles Leader:  01255 861135.  Meet Treadmill Crane 
Sunday  5th  Colchester 9½ miles Leader:  01255 502523.  Meet Sheepen Road Car Park 
Thursday 9th Tattingstone 10 miles Leader:  01206 397383.  Meet Lemons Hill Bridge 
Sunday 12th  Nacton 8½ miles Leader:  01255 240029.  Meet Nacton Country Park 
Thursday 16th Clacton 10 miles Leader:  01255 428532.  Meet Car Park adjacent to air strip 
Sunday  19th Frinton 9½ miles Leader:  01255 432027.  Meet sea front Golf Club end. 
Thursday  23rd Tollesbury 10 miles Leader:  01255 427895.  Meet near church 
Sunday  26th Hintlesham 10½ miles Leader:  01206 230791.  Meet playing field car park 
 
All walks commence at 10.00am   Local Rambler Contact No:  Sonia   251319 
 
 
 
 

IT’S YOUR CALL …  
 TENDRING TOGETHER TACKLING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR  
 
We have recently launched a National Anti-Social Behaviour Hotline dealing with issues such as Planning 
Enforcement, Noise, Abandoned Vehicles, Bonfires, S moke, Fumes, Dust, Rats and Smells, Rubbish, 
Dog Fouling, Graffiti, Dangerous Structures and Uns ecured Buildings, TDC Car Parks and Off-Street 
Parking, Nuisance Neighbours and Youth Nuisance. 
 
These are issues that normally would be diverted to the local police station and it is not always necessary for 
police involvement. 
 When a member of the public calls this number, they will be asked to give their postcode, if they wish to 
remain anonymous that is fine, but obviously we won’t be able to update them within the 7 days which is our 
policy. 
 The Hotline is open from 0900 until 1700 Monday to Thursday and 0900 until 1645 on Friday, any other 
time it will go through to a Voicemail and will be answered on Monday or the following day. 
 This is not a response line, any criminal incidents spotted that require police to attend immediately must 
still be done through the appropriate channels. 
 We have been given this opportunity to try and stop Anti-Social Behaviour, we need to use it otherwise 
we may lose it. 
 
Gill Burmby,  Anti-Social Behaviour Hotline Officer 
01255 686388      www.gburmby@tendringdc.gov.uk 
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Although I could not be called an avid television fan, I always look forward to the gardening programmes on a 
Friday evening.  A recent series has featured what I would describe as a “no fuss no frills” lady by the name of 
Christine Walkenden.  What you see is what you get.  She exudes enthusiasm and also some of the most 
important aspects of horticulture i.e.sharing and helping others. 
 
What a lovely surprise on Friday 13th January when the programme included a visit to Brightlingsea Gardening 
Club, where Christine was giving a talk.  Obviously filmed this summer, as there were some shots of the floral 
display near the church featuring the Beach Hut, it was lovely to spot one or two faces that I recognised.  Mr 
and Mrs Hopkins (George was for many years Headmaster at the Junior School) and what looked like a 
fantastic garden that they had nurtured, and also Nobby Clark who with his wife Monica, lived in our village.  I 
do hope this series is repeated at some point in the future. 
 
N.B. Brightlingsea Open Gardens and Scarecrow Weekend, is on 24th and 25th June, and there is a Plant 
Sale at the Parish Hall Car Park in Brightlingsea on 27th May from 8.30am -2pm.  
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QUIZ 
 

A science and nature quiz, where the initial letters of each 
answer spell the names of four different birds. What are 
they? 
 

Questions  
1 What is the largest member of the ape family? 
2 What is another name for the snow leopard? 
3 What do we call the larva of a crane fly? 
4 Often known as the hedge sparrow~ what is its proper name? 
 5 What kind of plant is a prickly pear? 
6 What fruit is used to make Melba sauce? 
7 What is the French name for the edible snail? 
8 What is served with an egg dish to make eggs florentine?  
9 What is another name for bean curd? 

10 What insect transmits sleeping sickness? 
11 What is the largest breed of penguin? 
12 What is the more popular name for the eggplant? 
13 What is the alternative name of the lime tree? 
14 What do we call the fruit of the blackthorn? 
15 What is another name of the laughing jackass? 
16 What name is given to the edible entrails of a deer? 
17 What is the main ingredient of Eves spudding? 
18 What is another name of the scaly anteater? 
19 What are the treeless plains of northern Siberia called? 
20 What kind of creatures live in a formicary? 
21 In which park is London zoo? 
22 What mollusc is served in moules mariniere? 
23 What is the art of Japanese flower arranging? 
24 In the navy~ what drink was a mix ofrum and water? 
25 What creature is the symbol for the RSPB? 
26 What name is given to a smooth skinned peach? 

27 ~ 28~ 29~ 30 - Name the four birds.  
The consecutive letters from 1 to 26 spell out the different birds names. 

 
Answers to last months quiz  

1 Basic Instinct. 
2 Father of the Bride. 
3 Independence Day. 
4 A Chorus Line. 
5 The Man With The Golden Gun.  
6 High Society. 
7 The Whole Nine Yards. 
8 Goldeneye. 
9 The Road to Morocco. 

10 Midnight Cowboy. 
 

11 Shirley Valentine.. 
12 From Russia with Love.  
13 Tin Cup. 
14 What's New~ Pussycat. 
15 Star Wars. 
16 The Birds. 
17 Move Over Darling.  
18 The Perfect Storm. 
19 MA.S.H. 
20 Evita. 

 

21 The Beach.  
22 Grand Prix. 
23 New Y ork New York. 
24 Yellow Submarine. 
25 South Pacific. 
26 Monte Carlo or Bust. 
27 The French Lieutenant's Woman.  
28 Cinderella. 
29 Taxi Driver. 
30 Friday the Thirteenth. 

Small response to last 
months effort with only 
one full house.  That was 
the Stantons of Weeley 
Road.  Congratulations on 
a slightly more difficult 
quit. 
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Local matters 
 
As promised last month, this cookery corner is a plug for the recently extended Carpenters Farm Shop. And no, I’m 
not getting any backhanders, but with the ever-increasing powers of the wretched supermarkets, independent food 
suppliers need all the help they can get, especially if they sell locally produced food. Now, not everything the Farm 
Shop sells is strictly local, the excellent organic chickens come from Sutton Hoo in Suffolk, for example, and produce 
such as avocado pears, lemons and oranges are hardly born and bred in this country, let alone this county. (I have to 
admit that I have a complete blind spot about air miles and avocado pears and for that matter, lemons). 
  What the shop does sell which is local, or produced in England, includes: the above mentioned chickens 
(whole and joints), Primrose Pork, Monarch Farm beef and lamb which is grass reared, no antibiotics and no 
steroids. So far I’ve only tried those, and they’re all very good indeed. However, the shop also offers bacon, 
sometimes pheasant and rabbit, smoked fish, Primrose Farm sausages, (I’m told the pork and apple are lovely),  
mince, chicken burgers from Sutton Ho (again recommended). Furthermore, there is lamb, beef, pork and chicken, 
some fresh, some frozen, from other sources such as Grangeworth Farm. Free-range eggs are also local, as are a 
range of seasonal vegetables and fruit - at the moment, leeks, cabbage, spring greens, purple sprouting broccoli, a 
selection of apples and their own potatoes (a number of varieties). The Farm Shop also stocks a selection of Fryer’s 
apple juice from Hull Farm, Ardleigh, which are free from any additives such as water, sugar, preservatives and 
colour. And in the freezer you can find – amongst other things - their own grown strawberries and raspberries. A new 
innovation is a wet fish stall on Wednesday of locally caught fish. 
 Of all the produce I’ve tried, the Primrose Pork is quite outstanding. If you choose carefully it is gloriously fatty. 
Now before you all have heart attacks, fatty meat is tasty meat, all this lean stuff is, on the whole horrid. And often 
dry. If you are worried about fat, think of all the ‘hidden’ fat that can be consumed in crisps, biscuits, cakes and other 
such nasty snacks. A chop I bought last week had about a ratio of 50/50 meat to fat, the meat was tender – pork can 
so often be tough - the fat had gently dissolved and could be drained off and reserved for another occasion (such as 
roast potatoes), but more than all that, the crackling was to die for. I ate the chop quite plain, just seasoned with 
Maldon salt, freshly ground black pepper and a pile of Carpenter’s Farm Maris Piper mashed potatoes. Total yum. I 
didn’t quite forget the green vegetables, because I had a dish of purple sprouting broccoli as a starter, briefly boiled 
then dipped in melted butter and eaten with fingers, just as you would with asparagus. 
 But this is all rather simple, nothing wrong with that, but I think I am meant to suggest some rather more 
interesting ways of preparing food, given this is a cookery column. So let’s up the anti with the broccoli. Steam, rather 
than boil the broccoli for around 3-4 minutes, it must be al dente for this dish, then drain and add a lump of butter. 
Arrange on heated plates and spoon over the following sauce, which should be made in advance. 
 
Anchovy and chilli sauce.  (Serves 4, but you might have some left over, in which case it can be used with pasta, or 
as a topping for scrambled eggs or just spread on toast). 
 
50g anchovy fillets, drained; 150ml olive oil; 2 garlic cloves peeled; leaves from a sprig of thyme; ½ small red chilli, or 
a pinch of dried chilli flakes; 1 tsp of Dijon mustard; 2 tsps of red wine vinegar; a few twists of black pepper. Basil is 
also included in the list of ingredients, but I can’t help thinking that the chilli would overwhelm the herb, so I’ve left it 
out. 
 
Whiz all the ingredients in a food processor until smooth, then, when the broccoli is ready, add a lump of butter to the 
sauce and warm over a gentle heat. Serve immediately as broccoli looses its heat very quickly. 
For the chops (again for 4 people, 1 chop each), preheat an ovenproof dish, which is large enough to hold all the 
chops, in an oven set at 220º C/Gas Mark7. In the meantime heat a little olive oil or goose fat in a frying pan and sear 
the chops for about a minute on each side, they should be nice and brown, season both sides with salt and pepper. 
Remove the chops from the pan and place in the heated ovenproof dish with the fatty skin sticking in the air. Return 
the frying pan to the heat and deglaze the pan with 200ml of wine, cider or some of Fryer’s apple juice, letting the 
liquid reduce by about half and scrapping up all the meaty sticky bits with a wooden spatula. Pour the reduced juices 
over the chops and put the dish back into the oven. Roast for about 20 minutes. Serve in the dish accompanied by a 
pile of well seasoned and buttered mashed potatoes to which some finely chopped, lightly boiled leeks have been 
added. I sometimes find that the crackling isn’t quite crisp enough, so I cut it off and return it to the oven until really 
crunchy. The pork chops can have a rest whilst the crackling continues to cook, or you can save the crackling for the 
next day and consume the lot on your own, in gluttonous, guilty secret.  
 
Both recipes, slightly adapted, come from Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall.  
 
G.R. 
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W.I. 

 
We all enjoyed the first meeting of the year, with a talk 
and slideshow by Barbara Tricker entitled ‘My Trip to 
China’.  Barbara showed us slides of her stay in Beijing 
and gave a most interesting talk. 
 
We are pleased to say that a sum of £72 was raised 
from a Mince Pie and Sherry Evening held just before 
Christmas and on 5th January, a Coffee Morning with 
Bring and Buy Sale raised £52.  Grateful thanks to the 
organisers of these events - the money raised will go 
into funds. 
 
The next meeting on February 7th will be our 4th 
Birthday celebration when we will enjoy some live 
musical entertainment and a tasty buffet.  Why not 
come and join us to see what we’re all about, you’ll be 
made very welcome! 
 

 

GARDENING CLUB 
Tuesday 21st February 

Village Hall   8.00pm 

Screening & Climbing Plants 

Richard Ford 

 

 

ART CLUB 
 

Tuesday 14th February 
Village Hall 

 
 

Annual Social Evening 
 
 

 
 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Thursday February 9th 
Village Hall 

8.00pm 
 

Kevin Banks 
‘The Flying Squad’ 

 

 
 

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

 
The first meeting in the New Year was held in the 
Village Hall on January 18th when we were 
entertained by Beryl and Penny with music and songs 
with members joining in. 
 We were pleased to welcome Jean Acutt, Mary 
Beard, Heather Baxter and Eve Hickley as new 
members and hope they will enjoy the meetings. 
 
Diary of Events for February 
Wed 22nd Village Hall.  2pm.  Egyptian Dancing 

Competition:  A pretty scarf 
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I have been asked to say a big thank you to everyone who paid their subs by placing the money in an 
envelope and putting it in their “deliverers” door.  This has saved them an awful lot of work. 
 
Thank you all, from The Deliverers.  
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Spangly heart biscuits for Valentines day 
 

Recipe 
 
2 tablespoons caster sugar 
Pink food colouring 
75g (3oz) softened butter 
3 tablespoons light soft brown sugar 
3 tablespoons maple syrup 
1 egg 
175g (6oz) plain flour 
Heart shaped cutters 
Greased baking tray 
 
Heat your oven to 180c, 350f, Gas mark 4 
 
Method 
1.  Put caster sugar in a bowl, add 2 drops of food colouring and stir the sugar until it is pink. Spread it out 
 on a plate to dry. 
 
2. Put the butter and soft brown sugar into a large bowl and stir them until they are creamy, then stir in the 
 maple syrup. 
 
3. Carefully separate the egg and add the yolk to the large bowl and mix it in. Sift the flour and mix it in 

 well. Squeeze the mixture to make a dough. 
 
4. Wrap the dough in plastic food wrap and put it in the fridge to chill for half an hour. 
 
5. Sprinkle the work surface with flour and use a rolling pin to roll out the dough until it is about 5mm thick. 

 Line a baking tray with baking paper. Use the heart shaped cutter to cut out the shapes and lift them 
 onto a baking tray using a slice. 

 
6. Using a fork, stir the egg white quickly for a few seconds. Brush some onto each biscuit, then sprinkle 

 them with the pink sugar. 
 
7. Bake the biscuits for 10-12 minutes, until they start to turn golden. Carefully lift out of the oven. Leave to 
 harden for a few minutes on the baking tray then lift onto a wire rack to cool. 
 Serve on a plate with a doily, to someone you love. 
 
 
 

LOVE HEART EARRINGS 
 
Cut two heart shapes from thick white card and decorate both sides of the hearts with glitter, 
sequins, tiny beads, enamel paint or felt-tip pen. 
 
Using scissors, make a small hole near the top of each heart and loop a small length of string through the 
holes.  The loop needs to be large enough to fit comfortably over the top of your ear. 

 
 
DON’T FORGET ………. 
 
VALENTINES DAY IS ON 14TH FEBRUARY 
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PAKISTANI EARTHQUAKE APPEAL 
 

The Coffee Morning held on Saturday 7th January raised £396.95 for the Pakistani Earthquake Appeal.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated cakes, bring & buy, raffle and bric a brac, those who helped and to everyone who 
attended.  This was a wonderful total and the Conservation Group will make up the amount so that a complete 
Shelterbox can be purchased.   
 
We were delighted and grateful that Mr John Cadman, Vice President of the Colchester Rotary Club, was able to 
join us.  He reported that Rotary Club Members nationwide had sent 5,700 Rotary Shelterboxes and a further 
10,800 tents to Pakistan, by the end of November.   
 
Rotary District 1240 comprises of 59 Rotary Clubs, mainly in Essex, with 3 clubs in Hertfordshire.  In their press 
report dated 23rd November just a few of the acts of generosity included; 
 
In Colchester, the “retiring Collection” at the Mercury Theatre raised well over £4,000 in four weeks, the 
collection at the Arena Club filled a seven-and-a-half ton truck; the Colchester County High School for Girls sent 
£600 from their Autumn Concert and the Colchester Club purchased a further 6 Shelterboxes from public 
donations. 
 
Over 50 Shelterboxes and 40 Aquaboxes together with a number of Emergency boxes were despatched and 
£25,000 raised.  Large amounts of blankets, sleeping bags and warm clothing had been transferred via 
International Aid Trust.  All the aid was consigned to the Rotary District Governor in Islamabad, who had 
mobilised Rotary and Rotoract club members in his district. 
 
The Shelterboxes contain a large tent, sleeping bags, cooker, water purification, warmth and shelter for ten 
people, all contained in one box.  They cost £490 complete.  Best value has been achieved by working closely 
with the U.K.’s leading suppliers with all items being obtained at less than trade prices!  Assuming six months 
use, this equates to shelter and warmth for less than 30 pence per person per day. 
 
People often worry that the money they donate to charity is swallowed up in admin costs.  We were therefore 
delighted to once again support a local Rotary Club initiative knowing that every penny will directly support those 
whose lives were devastated by this appalling tragedy.  
 
We were also pleased to learn that a few members of the District Rotary Committee had travelled to Sri Lanka to 
see for themselves the way in which money raised for the Tsunami Disaster Fund had been utilised. 
 
Thank you all for your support. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 
 

We are indebted to John Glover of Landscape Services for giving up his Saturday morning, FREE OF CHARGE 
to shred Christmas trees.  Just over 50 were reduced to chippings this year including the enormous village and 
church trees, and the voluntary DONATIONS amounted to £101.25. (Last year just over 40 trees were recycled 
and £66.43 raised.  So a massive increase in donations!) John requested that once again this year the money 
raised should be sent to the Essex Air Ambulance. 
 
Not only does John provide a service to the village, and an environmentally friendly one at that, but hopefully he 
also helps to keep our village clean and tidy as there really is no excuse for anyone to “dump” their tree.  Having 
recently mentioned the clearance of litter from the Nature Reserve ditches on the edge of the Parish it is sad to 
note that Frating Abbey Farm Road now contains discarded garden waste, household refuse and yet another  
television. 
 
On Saturday 31st December the Air Ambulance landed on the Green near Hall Farm, presumably to transport 
someone in need of urgent medical care.  We are grateful that this service is available to the people of Essex.  It 
relies on voluntary donations and fund raising and we are pleased to forward a cheque to them, courtesy of 
John’s hard work. 
 
Gt. Bentley Conservation Group  
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TAKEN FROM THE  
ESSEX COUNTY STANDARD 
 
January 10th 1891 - page 5 
 
SERIOUS FIRE AT THE HALL FARM - On Tuesday 
night, Jan. 6, a very large and destructive fire broke 
out in the stack yard of the Hall Farm, Great Bentley, 
occupied by Mr Albert Barker.  The fire was first 
discovered about 8pm and quickly a large number of 
willing workers were engaged in doing their utmost 
towards limiting the area of the conflagration, and 
preventing the farm buildings and the house from 
igniting, and in this they were successful.  The fire, 
however, spread with alarming rapidity, until five large 
stacks were completely enveloped in flames.  Sergt. 
Waplin, Brown and Harvey, and several police-
constables, were quickly on the scene, and about 
10.30 the engine of the Essex and Suffolk Fire 
Brigade from Colchester, horsed by Mr C.J. Pearce of 
the Cups Yard, arrived.  The livestock was turned out 
in the meadows.  For a time it was feared that 
telegraphic communication would be interrupted, as 
the wire ran through the stack yard, but, thanks to the 
untiring efforts of the Fire Brigade, this calamity was 
averted.  The origin of the fire is unknown, but it is 
conjectured that it may have been due to 
incendiarism.  The stock was insured in the Alliance 
and the buildings in the Essex and Suffolk Fire 
Offices.  It may be mentioned 
that on their return from the fire 
the Essex and Suffolk men found their hose lined with 
thick ice.  One of the tubes of the engine was also 
blocked with ice, and it was found necessary to insert 
a red-hot poker before a thaw could be affected. 
 
 
 
 

THE PRAYER OF A 17th CENTURY NUN  
 

Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am 
daily getting older. 

 
Keep me from getting talkative and particularly 
from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say 

something on every subject and on every occasion. 
 
Release me from the craving to try to straighten out 
everybody’s affairs. 
 
Make me thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not 
bossy, with my vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not 
to use it all, but thou knowest Lord, that I want a few 
friends in the end. 
 
Keep my mind from the recital of endless details, give 
me wings to get to the point. 
 
Seal my lips from my many aches and pains, they are 
increasing and my love of rehearsing them is growing 
sweeter as the years go by. 
 
I ask for the grace enough to listen to the tales of others’ 
pains, help me to endure them with patience. 
 
Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be 
mistaken. 
 
Keep me reasonably sweet, I do not want to be a Saint, 
some of them are very hard to live with, but a sour old 
woman is the crowning work of the devil. 
 
Help me to extract all possible fun out of life, there are 
so many funny things around, I don’t want to miss any. 
Anon 
 
 

2006 EVENTS LISTS 

FREE PROMOTION 
 

DATES NEEDED 
 

Events organisers in Tendring are being offered fre e 
promotion and publicity for any event they have 
planned next year. 
 
The listings are sent out all over the district and country 
throughout the year and a copy is also included on the 
Tendring Tourism Group’s web-site:   
www.essex-sunshine-coast.org.uk. 
 
If you would like to take advantage of this fantastic offer 
to promote your event free of charge please email your 
details to ldawson@tendringdc.gov.uk.   
 
If your 2006 event date is yet to be confirmed it is 
possible to add it at a later date as the lists are 
continually updated. 

 

TWINS!! 
 
 
 

Blane and Adel would like to announce the  
safe arrival of their precious twin girls 

 
GRACE BEATRICE & RUBY-LOUISE 

 
born on 9th December 2005 

 
Weighing in at 6lb 6oz and 7lb 8½oz! 

 
Many thanks to all our friends and Neighbours 

who have helped us, you are all very much 
appreciated. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY 
 

EMMA 
 

on 23rd February 
 

Lots of love from Mum, Dad & Paul 
 

XXXX 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY 12th BIRTHDAY 
 

JAMES 
 

Lots of Love  
Mum, Dad, Megan and Jessica 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
to our dear Dad 

 

GEOFF BERRY 
 

on your 80th Birthday 

22nd February 

Lots of Love & Best Wishes 

from all your family 

XXXXXXX 

 

 

WEEKEND 8/9 APRIL 2006WEEKEND 8/9 APRIL 2006  
9:30AM 9:30AM –– 5:00PM 5:00PM  

Cricket Club Refurbishment 
GREAT BENTLEY CRICKET CLUB, THE GREENGREAT BENTLEY CRICKET CLUB, THE GREEN  

A team of Volunteers will converge on Great 
Bentley Cricket Club to undertake a mammoth 
CricketForce – a ground force-meets-changing-

rooms style makeover of the pavilion and 
grounds. 

We would also like your help, if you have a 
skill, plumber/electrician/ carpenter or just 
have some general skills and a couple of 

hours please come along and help 

Who knows we may even have a drink to 
celebrate and a bacon roll to kick off the day 

The renovation will include … 
Renovating the Kitchen Area 

Improvements to the Bar 
Spring Cleaning 

A face lift for the Social Area 
Improvement to the toilets 
Painting and decorating 

COME ALONG  & JOIN THE FUN 
(For further details, call Pete Bodily on 01206 251058 

COACH TRIP TO NORWICH 
 

Saturday March 4th 
 

Leave Aingers Green at 9.00 am 
 

Depart Norwich at 4.00 pm 
 

Fare  £10 
 

Contact Joye - 01206 250808 



28 

 

 

Parish Council Budget 
 Normally this is a boring event as there is only a small difference in the Budget each year. 
However this year the village voted in favour of having a PCSO stationed in the village knowing that 
it would cost on average £10 per year per house. There has also been a warm welcome for the 
Community Resource Centre which is costing about £3 per year per house. Thus the tax bill you will 
receive via Tendring District Council for Parish Work will rise by about £13 per year for a band D 
property. Making a total of £50 per year per Band D house for Parish Work. 

We have been notified by the police that we may expect our PCSO to be available in the village 
from May 2006. 

 

Licensing – Law Changes - Licence for the Green 
You will all have heard about the changes which came into force over sale of Alcohol on the 

24th November 2005. These changes affect everything in the field of Alcohol, Music and 
Entertainment. So now the village Green for the purposes of this act is regarded as premises. So for 
the performance of Live Music, Recorded music and Entertainment on the Green we need a licence. 
There are exemptions and these are for Fetes (unless they include the 3 items above), Circuses, 
Travelling Fairs, Processions (Such as at the Carnival) and Public Worship. Thus many of the events 
held on our Green need a licence. This could be left to each organisation to apply but the Parish 
Council decided on advice from Tendring District Council to apply for one that covers everybody 
using the Green for an event except for the sale of Alcohol. Temporary Event Licenses for Alcohol 
have to be date and site specific and thus will have to be applied for each time for each event needing 
a beer tent or running a bar. No longer will they be able to rely upon a sub licence from another 
organisation. 

Thus the Parish Council is applying for a Premises licence for the Green to cover Music and 
Entertainment. To cover any likelihood of village organisations seeking permission to use the Green 
at varying times this will be sought from 09-00 to 22-30 every day of the year. We do not actually 
expect that there will be any more village organisations wishing to run any more events than they do 
now. 

Every organisation using the Green has to apply to the Parish Council for permission to protect 
your interests. The terms which they will sign up to must comply with the terms of the Licence 
issued. 

      Robert Taylor  Chairman of the Parish Council   
 
 

STOP PRESS SEE PAGE 31 
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Vehicles on the Green 
We all value our lovely Green and are dismayed when we see vehicles 
cutting it up. It is particularly prone to this in wet and frosty weather. 
During the last snowy period vehicles were deliberately raced around the 
Green in the dark. The resulting dead grass and cuts into the turf are still 
there to be seen. At the same time one of the road signs and a dog loo 
were badly damaged. Please if you see anything happening record the 
vehicle numbers and report the details to the police as well as to the 
Parish Council at the Community Resource Centre or through one of the 
Councillors. It may well be that nothing can be done at the time but a 
record of a number of small incidents is the process by which ASBOs 
are activated. 
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101 REASONS TO GET UP IN THE MORNING 
 
A recent article in the weekend supplement of the East Anglian Daily Times highlighted a publication recently 
produced and on sale in local bookshops. 
 
Julie Tanner aged 13 who lives in Kirby le Soken was deeply affected by the sudden death of Andy Gard just two 
days before he would have celebrated his 18th birthday.  Many of you will no doubt have read about CRY 
(Cardiac Risk in the Young) whose aim is to highlight awareness of, and hopefully prevent Sudden Death 
Syndrome which kills up to eight young people between the ages of 14 - 35 every week in the UK.  At the tender 
age of 7 Julie began to edit the Children’s Page of CRY magazine filling it with jokes, word searches etc.  Her 
latest venture was far more ambitious.  She decided to write off to 500 celebrities asking if they would provide a 
quote which had inspired them and their lives.  These form the publication ‘101 Reasons to Get Up in the 
Morning.’   
 
Julie was moved by the fact that so many people took the time and trouble to reply with a lot of truly personal 
responses.  Jane Torvill came up with ‘God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage 
to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.”   Julie’s most unusual quote was from Gary 
Lineker ‘When fate hands you a lemon try to make lemonade!”.  And one of the most moving quotations a poem 
by Mary Frye submitted by Tony Benn 
 
“Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow 
I am the diamond glint on the snow. 
I am sunlight on ripened grain, 
I am the gentler Autumn rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s hush, 
I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry 
I am not there, 
I did not die. 
 
Her favourite of all, the quote sent in by Tony Blair in a handwritten letter, in which he quoted, Sir Matt Busby; 
‘Aim for the stars.  If you aim for the stars, you might have a chance of hitting the ceiling.  If you aim for ceiling 
you might fall flat on your face.’ 
 
The main aim for compiling the book was to raise money and awareness of CRY and its work, but also to provide 
a thought provoking and uplifting book which might bring comfort to those parents who have lost their children. 
 
There are around 11 conditions that can lead to Sudden Death Cardiac Death in the Young, including inherited 
forms of heart muscle disorder and irregular heartbeat, excessive thickening of the heart muscle is the most 
common of these conditions.  Andy Gard, Julie’s friend was an extremely fit and sporty youngster and his mother 
Caroline is now a very active supporter of CRY.  She is keen to ensure that a routine ECG screening should be 
offered to young people by the NHS and in particular athletes.  She has succeeded in setting up a testing 
programme at Colchester General Hospital which will screen young adults aged between 14 and 35.  For £35 
they are given an ECG, a questionnaire to fill in regarding their medical history, life style etc.  The ECG is then 
forwarded to an expert cardiologist, based in London who will check for any abnormalities.  It is thought that 
Colchester is the only Hospital in the country that provides such a service.  As for Julie she has always dreamed 
of being an author and has started writing two novels. 
 
101 Reasons to Get Up in the Morning, by Julie Tanner, is available from local bookshops price £7.99.   
ISBN 1-85311-673-4. 
 
If you wish for more information on the ECG Screening Clinic at Colchester General Hospital, ring Caroline Gard 
on 01255 673598. 
 
Contact CRY via their Website at:  www.c-r-y.org.uk. 
 
THANK YOU TO THE EAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES AND CRY F OR ALLOWING US TO USE THE ARTICLE. 

ED. 



30 

LINK ROMANIA FAMILY SHOEBOX APPEAL  
 

Firstly let me introduce myself, my name is Sally Haine and I live in the village and am lucky enough to work 
for “The Woolwich” part of the Barclays Bank Group.  This December Woolwich Openplan Contact Centre in 
Clacton managed to amass 410 present filled shoe boxes. 
 This enabled me to be entered into a draw and be lucky enough to be chosen to represent Barclays and 
travel to Romania.  I left for Romania on 11th December, returning 16th.  The reason for my visit was to help 
give out the shoeboxes and to see the reason for all the hard work, the people they go to and projects that are 
able to happen because of the generous donations.  The trip was organised by a charity called Link Romania.  
www.linkromania.co.uk which is a charity that supports work in Romania trying to promote self-help and 
independence among the Romanian and Moldavian people.  In total 34,000 boxes were collected and even as 
we speak are still being distributed.  This is the story of 1500 or so I helped to personally deliver, in a part of 
Romania called Lasi (pronounced yash). 
 So what was it like in Romania?  I could tell you about the state of the poor schools, some of the 
dangerous areas we went into, areas of unimaginable povery, I could tell you about being ‘mugged’ for a 
shoebox or about families of 21 sharing a house with two rooms the size of what is for us at work a small 
meeting room. I could even tell you about the children still abandoned by their parents. But instead I want to 
tell you about the joy on the faces of children of all ages that getting a shoebox brings. I want to tell you about 
the people who, despite the fact that changes are happening in Romania, still require a little help and 
compassion from those of us who can give something small.  I want to tell you how much a young person’s life 
is enriched by the knowledge that someone cares for them.  I want to tell you that every box counts. 
 When we first arrived, Arpi (the president of Link Romania, based in Romania) went ahead to explain to 
the children that we were there to deliver gifts, he then went on to explain what a gift was!!  At first the children 
looked confused and scared, but on opening the boxes they seemed overwhelmed.  In Prajani - it was more of 
a carnival atmosphere; we were greeted by the town brass band.  The boxes were led into the village, and 
distributed. 
 Here is the story of how some of them are being distributed.  In Grajuri we visited a school, delivering to 
year 4 and 5.  There were approximately 200 children in the school.  The heating had been put on for our visit.  
We also visited a special needs school at Negresti where children are to be integrated back into society - but at 
a slightly older age.  They all live at the school, having been abandoned by their parents at birth.  There are 
many homeless people Link Romania helps.  They make and sell woven bracelets to get whatever income 
they can.  They are building a life skill centre where people will be given food, accommodation and taught life 
skills to become self-sufficient and earn money to live on.  Other projects that Link Romania promote are soup 
kitchens, community centres, social workers, adult literacy, clothing and basic necessities such as clean water, 
electricity and heating.  We saw projects that involve shanty town rebuilding (Link Romania provides building 
materials in exchange for up to three children to attend school.  They then teach the other children at home).  I 
also heard a lot about Pro Agriculture.  This is a self-help scheme where farmers are provided with building 
material and guidance on how to erect a poly tunnel.  Romania has many hail stone storms, which ruin a year’s 
crop, a poly tunnel protects this.  It also promotes crop growth and yield.  The crop is also taken to market on 
behalf of the farmer (many are lone farmers or family and are not able to leave the fields to sell the crop).  The 
money invested is then paid back to help the next farmer.  One farmer increased his profit 15 times in 1 year 
enabling him to become self sufficient and share his knowledge and success. 
 Thank you to all those who gave shoeboxes, the staff of Clacton Contact Centre and members of the 
Clacton Charity team.  Without all of you I wouldn’t have had this once in a lifetime opportunity to experience 
first hand how unimaginable things could be and what a difference we can all make.  THANK YOU…. 
Lets hope we can help even more people next year!!!  
 
 

 
 
 
 

For many years Maida Brown has 
w or ke d  t i r e le ss l y  f o r  t h e 
‘Samaritans Purse Shoe Box 
Appeal’. 
 
Although this appears to be a 
different organisation it is wonderful 
to hear from a village resident just 
what a difference these shoe boxes 
make to the recipients. 
 
ED 
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FORMAL CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS FOR THE RECONFIGUR ATION OF CANCER SERVICES IN ESSEX 
 

OPEN DISCUSSION MEETINGS WILL BE HELD AT THE FOLLOW ING VENUES 
 

8th February  6-8pm Greenstead Community Centre, Hawthorn Avenue, Colchester 
22nd February 6-8pm Central Baptist Church, Victoria Road South, Chelmsford 
27th February 2-4pm Committee Room 3, Southend Borough Council, Civic Centre, Victoria Avenue 
     Southend 
 

Reserve your place by phoning 01245 397635 or book on line at www.essex.nhs.uk 
 

The NHS in Essex needs your views on: 
  The structure of the cancer networks in Essex 
  Where specialist surgical centres for some of the less common cancers should be located. 
 

LICENSING ACT 2003 
 
TAKE NOTICE that Great Bentley Parish Council has applied to Tendring District Council as the Licensing Authority 
for the Tendring District for the grant of a Premises Licence in respect of Great Bentley Village Green situate at The 
Green, Great Bentley to permit the licensable activities to take place on the occasions and times as set out below:- 
 

 
 
Any person wishing to lodge  a representation concerning this application may send this, in writing, to Tendring District 
Council, PO Box 7998, Clacton on sea, Essex CO15 6QF or deliver this personally to the Council Offices at Westleigh 
House, Carnarvon Road, Clacton on sea, Essex where the Public Register is available and may be viewed during 
normal office hours. 
 
Any such representation must be received by the Licensing Authority no later than 1st March 2006. 
 
Please note that it is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in connection with an application 
and there is a maximum fine of £5,000 for which a person is liable on summary conviction for the offence. 
 

GREAT BENTLEY VILLAGE HALL 
 

Another New Year’s Eve fund raising dance successfully executed.  This years seemed to be very easy going and 
flowing with the balloons coming down on time (even if the string did have to be pulled in the opposite direction).  The 
new team of organisers completed the work in record time.  The old team of organisers were duly impressed! 
 A sum of around £2,000 was raised to go towards running costs.  Well done to all concerned.  As usual if you 
have any complaints or praise about anything connected with the dance please let us know.  Complaints about the 
village hall direct to Roger Adams in the first instance please.  Background moaning helps no one. 
 The Committee would like to thank Great Bentley Kitchens for the making and fitting of the kitchenette in the 
Michael Wright room.  This has been on the Agenda to change for some time and the donation of the units is very 
welcome and we wish the firm good luck in their new office and showroom which I am sure you will all have seen by 
now. 
 
Michael Dorling - Vice Chairman 
 
 
ESSEX COUNTY MINERALS DEVELOPMENT  
 
I refer to the article on the above, and on the Consultation Exercise on the Future of Sand and Gravel Extraction in the 
area that appeared in last month’s Parish News.  Readers may wish to know that there is a useful website which deals 
in depth with the above topic, and which they may wish to visit.  The website is www.goodquarry.com. 
 
David Gollifer 

Live Music 
Recorded Music 
Performance of Dance 
Anything similar to that above 

  
Each day of every week 

09.00 to 22.30 



SAVE   OUR PRINTER ! 
As you know, we always try to deliver you a near perfect magazine! (In our dreams).  Derek 
produces an excellent cover each month and we try to emulate his high standards on the 
advertisement and text pages.  We print the black and white pages on a Risograph machine 
which is fine for standard text but leaves a lot to be desired as far as photographs are 
concerned.  (It’s like a modern duplicator). 
 
The more discerning of you will notice that unfortunately a little too much WHITE has started 
to appear this month!  It shows up mainly on the adverts that have large blocks of black and 
first appeared as a single white line.  These obviously have been breeding and now there are 
three offending lines!  (No prizes for finding them!) 
 
Quick phone call to the repairs department and our worst fears are confirmed.  “It’s an old 
machine and we don’t find it easy to locate the spare parts any more.  It’ll cost £1,800 I’m 
afraid”.  A new one?  “Only £3,400, but the quality should be even better”. 
 
In all honesty we can’t complain because we have had the present machine for about seven 

years and it has been largely trouble free.  It has also produced over 6 MILLION 
PAGES OF TEXT.  But it came as a bolt out of the blue.  Anyway we have applied for a 
RAGS grant to get some money and hopefully we should hear fairly quickly if our bid has 
been successful. 

MEANWHILE YOU ARE ALL INVITED TO JOIN US  FOR A 
 

      COFFEE MORNING 

 

         Saturday February 18th         

10am -12noon  

at the Village Hall  

Cakes  Bring & Buy 
             Raffle 

ALL PROCEEDS TO GO TOWARDS 
 A NEW PRINTER 
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Great Bentley Youth Football Club 
 
Time has roared by and we have been really busy.  We have had another match on the Green this time against 
Stanway Villa.  Again, all the children involved had a great time as did all the people who turned out to watch.  It’s 
great to see so many of you and it certainly gives the children a boost.  Hopefully, those of you who braved the 
winter wind have thawed out.  We’ve got more games planned in February which everyone is looking forward to. 
 As for the game it was played on a freezing cold Saturday, 17th December, Great Bentley Youth FC under 
7’s played hosts to Stanway Rovers. 
  Great Bentley was the stronger of the teams in the early exchanges and soon took the lead with Callum 
Lee shooting past the keeper in a busy penalty area. Great Bentley continued to build on the great start and were 
further rewarded with goals by Sol Budinger, Louie Skeggs, Harvey Dorling followed by 2 more by Sol to give him 
his first half hat trick. The second half was much closer with the only goal coming from Callum Warder to give a 
full-time score of Great Bentley 7 Stanway Rovers 0.  
  Aside from the score line, everyone played with the right spirit and most importantly had fun. It was a great 
team effort and well done to Tommy Searle and Sam Young who played well in what was the under 7’s first 
match. 
 There are four more coaches who will be going through the FA Coaching Course which is great.  Ideally 
we’d like everyone involved at the club to go through at least this level of the FA Courses.  We’re planning more 
later in the year.  We’re looking to start coaching older children on a Saturday morning and hopefully this will start 
in February, we’ll keep you informed.  If you’re interested in getting involved then let Graham know, he’d be 
delighted to hear from you. 
 Coaching sessions are held on Saturdays at 10am, this is for 8’s and unders at the moment and the Colne 
in Brightlingsea on Wednesdays from 6pm to 7pm, the costs are £2.50 on a Saturday and £1.50 on a 
Wednesday. 
 Moving into 2006 we’re looking at getting our teams involved in a league, hopefully we can get at least 2 
teams registered and arrange more friendly games for the Under 7’s.  We’re looking forward to 2006, it would be 
great to get more older children involved so we can get some games at under 12.  If you know any children who’d 
like to get involved with us you know where we’ll be on Wednesday’s and Saturday’s. 
 On Wednesday 18th January GBYFC really hit the headlines.  We have been working hard to secure a 
grant from the Football Foundation to help us with the set up of the club.  It was great to hear that we had been 
successful in securing a grant of £7,742 which we intend to use for a variety of things such as sending our 
coaches on the FA courses, facility hire and organising a football festival later in the year.  So on Wednesday we 
were delighted to welcome Jason De Vos, Sam Parkin and Shane Supple from Ipswich Town to our training 
session at the Colne to formally hand over the cheque and sign autographs for the kids. 
 I’m sure everyone involved would join me in thanking the three players for coming over and also Graham 
for all his hard work firstly in doing the leg work to get the grant and then for organising (and acting as a taxi 
service) to get the players to Brightlingsea.  Everyone seemed to have a great evening and it was pleasing to see 
so many people there, we look forward to seeing you all again. 
 
Scott 
 
 
Contacts: 
Scott Young 07762 572035 scott-young@supanet.com 
Graham Budinger graham@budinger.co.uk      
Cliff Warder  cliff@thewarders.com 
 
 

NEW ADVERTISERS 
 

We welcome 
N.A.T. Plastering  
G & K Tree Services,  
Ely’s Turf & Topsoil Suppliers 
The Tai Chi Studio 
on page Y 
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2005-06 

 
FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE DMSION 1 RESULTS AND FIXTURES: 

Sat 17 Dec ) A Gas Recreation Res 0-3 
Sat 7 Jan H Dedham'Old Boys Res' 4-1 G.Knight, K.Russell, 10.g., S.Oldhamstead 
Sat 14 Jan   A Mundon Vics 4-2 S.Oldhamstead 2, G.Knight, S.McGuire. Essex Junior Cup 
Sat 21 Jan    H Bures United 4-2 G.Krught 2, S.OIdhamstead 2 
Sat 28 Jan    H Mersea Island 2 p.m. 
Fri 3 Feb      H Gas Recreation Res 7-45 p.m at Wivenhoe 
Sat 11 Feb   A Brightlingsea Regent 3 p.m. Essex Junior Cup Area Final 

Sat 18 Feb   A West Bergholt Res 2-30 p.m. 
Sat 25 Feb   H Alresford Colne R Res 2-30 p.m. 

 
RESERVES BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 2 RESULTS AND FIXTURES: 

 
Sat 17 Dec H Lawford Lads Res  1-1 M.Kerridge 
Sat 14 Jan    H Wickham St Paul  3-1 P.Turner 2, M.Hardwick 
Sat 21 Jan    A Boxted Lodgers Res  3-0 M.Hardwick 2, J .Rule 
Sat 28 Jan  A Lawford Lads Res  2 p.m. 
Sat 4 Feb Hullbridge Sports A 2 p.m. Essex Junior Trophy Area Final 12 noon 
Sat 11 Feb A A Hatfield Peverel Res   12 noon  
Sat 18 Feb  H Mersea Island Res  2-30 p.m. 
Sat 25 Feb A Little Oakley Res 2-30 p.m. 
 
I think we'd better concentrate on the club's unprecedented record in the County Junior Cup and Trophy competitions, and I’ll start 
with a brief explanation of their formats. 
For both competitions, the county is divided into four areas, each area being played through to a final. 
The four area final winners are then drawn to play in the overall semi-finals. 
 
Great Bentley are the first club to field a team in both the Cup and Trophy Area Finals in the same season  
Rock on Tommy! . 
 
In the semi-final, the first team repeated their trick of the previous round by coming back from two down to win the tie. A local 
semi-pro side had done no-one any favours by training on the pitch just before the game, this despite a) there being three other 
pitches on the promenade with no game that day and, b) them having their own training pitch but a few hundred yards down the 
road. 
Defending the churned up end, Bentley fell two behind in the IIrSt half hour, but pulled one back before the break. In a caution to 
the wind second half, which was every bit as exciting as the Steeple drama, we threw men forward, scoring three further goals 
without reply. Mundon were still strong on the break, and had one shot cleared off the line, while another effort hit the post Nail-
biting football? Ask the chairman. 
 
The reserves passage into their area final was a little more comfortable. They stamped their authority on the proceedings by scoring 
twice in the first 17 minutes against Halstead League, Wickham St Paul, and never looked in danger of losing. Solid defence has 
been a key factor in the ressies season so far, and they currently have the best goals against column in the whole league. The wise 
old heads of Richie Herbert and Nick Lawrence were too good for the Wickham giants, while Spooner covered every blade of grass 
- one minute setting up Matt Hardwick's goal, the next clattering into an opponent to concede a penalty. 
 
What both teams could now do with is as much support as the villge can muster at the two finals. On the 4th Feb., the reserves are 
away to Hullbridge Sports A at 2 p.m. Weare taking a coach - ring Graham on 250669 for details. Directions:- A12 towards 
Chelmsford, ABO towards Wickford. At AB2 junction follow signs to Battlesbridge, then Hullbridge. Ground signed on right after 
garage in Lower Road (the main road through the village). Let's get as many there as possible and see if we can outnumber the 
locals. 
 
The first team fmal is at North Road, Brightlingsea on 11th Feb at 3 p.m. This should be a tremendous local derby against a 
revitalised, as well as renamed, Brightlingsea Regent. These two clubs have had some almighty tussles going back over a century, 
but not one of such magnitude for many a year, so let's have a good proportion of the crowd cheering the blue and whites. 
 
The New Years Day bash turned into a 6-a-side contest on the small pitch, with over 100 people assembled on a chilly, but 
entertaining afternoon - a few details next month. The December Draw winners were No. 50, S.Tricker and No.79, J.Coles, who 
each won £50. The January Draw will take place on Sat 28th after the Mersea game. Once again, my thanks to all who enter. 



 DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2006 

 

Thurs 2nd MOTHERS’ UNION AGM, 33 Larkfield Road, 7.45pm 

Thurs 2nd PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall 

Fri 3rd COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10-12 noon 

Mon 6th BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS, Read through & auditions,p.11 

Tues 7th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am-11.45am, outside Plough 

Tues 7th RECYCLING, Aingers Green 

Tues 7th W.I.  Village Hall, birthday celebration, see p. 23 

Wed 8th BENTLEY BEARS, 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church 

Wed 8th FARMERS MARKET, Gt Bentley Village Hall, 2-4pm 

Thurs 9th HISTORY SOCIETY, 8pm, Village Hall, p. 23 

Fri 10th  RBL QUIZ NIGHT, 7.30pm, Village Hall, p. 15 

Fri 10th RECYCLING, Great Bentley 

Mon 13th MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

Tues 14th ART CLUB, Annual Social evening, Village Hall, p.23 

Thurs 16th EWT, Village Hall, AGM, see p. 23 

Sat 18th COFFEE MORNING, for new printing machine, see p. 32 

Sun 19th JOGGERS FUN RUN 

Tues 21st MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am-11.45am, outside Plough 

Tues 21st RECYCLING, Aingers Green 

Tues 21st GARDENING CLUB, Village Hall, 8.00pm, p. 23 

Wed 22nd EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, See p. 23 

Thurs 23rd BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, 9-1pm, p. 7 

Fri 24th MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9am 

Fri 24th RECYCLING, Great Bentley 

Sat 25th  A MURDER MYSTERY, Village Hall, 8pm, see p. 11 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sat 4th March  Coach Trip to Norwich, p. 27 
 
Sat 25th March Call my Bluff, p. 17 
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