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Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor 
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views 
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any culpability 
accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

 2006 

EDITORIAL 
 

I hope that I do not tempt fate by stating what a wonderful summer we 
have had so far.  The combines have been in action harvesting the 
barley and if this dry spell continues I am sure that they will be cutting 
the wheat by the time this lands on your doormat.  On the down side a 
lot of trees are looking very stressed and I am sure some will succumb 
to the drought conditions. 
 
If you are wondering how to amuse the children over the next few 
weeks please do consider taking them along to the Farmers’ Market on 
the 9th of August.  Kerry has geared this up to be of interest to the 
children and full details are included on page 9.  Sounds like a real fun 
afternoon that we can all learn from and money raised from the sale of 
pancakes will benefit Bentley in Bloom. 
 
It has been an absolute joy to produce this months magazine as we 
have been blessed with so much interesting and relevant information.  
We are also pleased to receive prompt replies to queries raised in the 
July edition.  Thank you to all concerned.  As usual during the summer 
months more views and information have appeared regarding Bikers 
Night.  It seems sensible that all parties concerned are to meet and try 
to resolve issues that reoccur each “season”.  Had we the space to 
print a new survey/questionnaire this might have proved enlightening 
as to the present view of the majority of village residents. but maybe 
this could feature at some time in the future. 
 
We have received our first report from our  Beat Officer P.C. Andy 
Hughes.  I have known P.C. Hughes for many years and know that he 
will serve our village well.  He knows the area of old and will do his 
utmost to help our community.  We now have the chance of a fresh 
start with our new Beat Officer and PCSO.  It is up to us to support 
them and forward any relevant information which will benefit their 
investigations. 
  
We have an article on Beating the Bounds and a form for you to fill in if 
you wish  to order a packed lunch or a new fleece being designed 
especially for the occasion.  Please reply promptly, if possible.  We 
also publish the results of the Best Kept Village Competition for 2006.  
I think many people will be surprised at our latest success as certain 
areas of the village do look rather tired and unloved.  Thank you to 
everyone involved with the Carnival.  What a lovely day it was with 
perfect weather to match. 
 
 
Early deadline next month so if at all possible get your news, views 
and articles in ASAP.  (Particularly important as I will be typing some of 
it to give Carole a rest!) 
 
Enjoy the summer weather and try to keep cool. 
 
Mary Maskell 

AUGUST 
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DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER  MAGAZINE 

MONDAY 14th August 2006 
ALL  material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524 

Please mark all material  - “Parish Magazine” 

EARLY COPY PLEASE  
 

e-mail:  Carole@pncallington.co.uk  - Subject:  Parish Magazine 
 

David’s Deliberations 
‘Colours of day’ 

 
We are in the season of flower festivals in our churches and I am always amazed at the skill of the 
people arranging the flowers. If there is a theme running throughout the festival, the flowers are so 
arranged to fit that theme especially with the colour. At Jaywick Methodist church they are 
celebrating their fortieth birthday and the theme for the flower festivals is anniversaries, so once 
more I was amazed at the skill to match flowers and colour to the theme.  These days at weddings in 
church the wedding couple require the colour of the flowers to match with the bridesmaid’s dresses 
etc. 
 
A friend of mine is colour blind and he says he lives in a different world to me. The sea is brownish 
and not blue (depends which sea you are looking at). Traffic lights are the wrong colours to him.  It is 
just as well that he knows which order they are in, red at the top. 
 
We have just come back from a visit to Kenya and I was fascinated to find that the soil where we 
were was red, it reminded me of Devon, except it was a lot more dusty and our clothes soon had a 
red tinge to them. 
 
It would be a strange old world if everything was black and white. God the creator and artist must 
have had great delight in giving colour to his world. Shall I paint the grass green or red? 
 
A song by Loui Armstrong says ‘I see trees of green, Skies of Blue… and I think to myself what a 
wonderful world.’ 
 
We live in a world of colour and we should thank God for the beauty we see every day. 
 

 
Pastor David 
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GREAT BENTLEY 
METHODIST 
CHURCH NEWS 

ST MARY’S CHURCH  

 SEEKERS  
 No Seekers in August 
 
 BELL RINGING PRACTICE  
 every Monday - 7.30pm 

 CHOIR PRACTICE  
 No Choir in August 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL   
 No Sunday School in August 
 
Wed. 2nd  10.00am Morning Prayer 
Thur 3rd  7.30pm No Choir Practice in August  
 
SUN. 6TH EIGHTH  SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
  8.00am Holy Communion  
  9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 
Mon. 7th     3.30pm No Seekers in August 
  7.30pm No Meditative Prayer Group in  
    August 
Wed. 9th 10.00am Holy Communion  
    2.15pm No Bentley Bears in August 

 
SUN. 13TH NINTH UNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist 
  Followed by Church Family Barbecue 
  2.00pm Public Baptism  
   
Wed. 16th   10.00am Holy Communion 
Fri 18th  3.00pm Wedding 
 
SUN. 20TH    TENTH  SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist. 
  2.00pm Public Baptism 
 
Wed 23rd  10.00am  Morning Prayer 
 
SUN 27TH   ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am All Age Word & Worship  
    Service and Public Baptism 
 
Wed 30th  10.00am Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome you to worship with us during August.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
August 6 th  Gill Bavister 

August 13 th  Jenny Rose of Frinton 

August 20 th  Eirwen Grenfell-Essam 

August 27 th  Malcolm Harrison 

 
Events in August 
 
Prayer Breakfast.  
Saturday 12th August 08.15. Join us for a simple  
Breakfast and time of prayer, finishing at approximately  
09.15 
 
Luncheon Club  8th & 22nd  August 

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon Club  
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see  
if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit 
yourself to coming each time. Transport can be arranged  
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church. 
 
Coffee Morning  11th August in aid of Children’s Dying  
Wish charity 

 
Each week the following events are held at  
our Church ring these numbers for more  
information 
 
Luncheon Club  
Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
 
Parent & Toddlers Group  
Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 
 
Adventurers       
Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.  
For children in school year 3 and older.  
 



MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
Thank you for making the Strawberry Tea such a 
happy afternoon - £153.60 was raised to be shared 
between the General Overseas Fund and the 
Emergency Relief Fund. 
 
August 9th is Mary Sumner Day in the Church's 
Calendar - it would be good to offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving on that day - it is now 130 years since 
she started Mothers’ Union and our membership has 
reached 3,500,000 working in 75 countries. 
 
Our subscriptions for Home and Family will be due in 
September - £6 for the year (2007).  Do enjoy 
August. 
 
Myrtle Clayton 
Tel: 250725 
 
PS.  I have been elected Deanery Chairman by the 
Branch Leaders.  There will be a Commissioning 
Service which our new Diocesan President Gill 
Evans will attend - the date to be decided. 

 
SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 

 
 
Sunday 6th August - Transfiguration 

Sidespersons  -  Myrtle Clayton & Zonia Wood 
Intercessions - Maida Brown 
 
Sunday 13th August -  Trinity 9 

Sidespersons - Pat & Luke Berriman 
 
Sunday 20th August - Trinity 10 

Sidespersons - David & Rosemary Branch 
Intercessions - Myrtle Clayton 
 
Sunday 27th August - Trinity 11 

Sidespersons - Wendy Smith & Karen Williams 

 
 
 

 

COFFEE ROTA 
 

6th Graham & Auriol Thornton 

13th Rita Coles/Audrey Meaden 

20th Sybil Luck 

27th Nicky Justice 

 

 

CLEANING ROTA 
5th Olive Wright/Chris Aplin 

12th John & Jennie Moss 

19th Penny Buchan 

26th Sylvia Adams/Dreena Williamson 
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BAPTISMS 
13th August 
Connor Patric Barke, 
Joan Barke & Amy Jane Barke 
 
20th August 
Grace Pearson &  
Ruby Ann Pearson 
 
27th August 
Marley Olivia Anderson 
 
 

   WEDDINGS 
 
   18th August  

Neil Slater  
& Natalie Avanessians-Bozorg 
  

 

CONFIRMATION 
Hannah Justice, Rebecca Justice, 
Victoria Masters, Maddie Offord, 
Tracy Offord, Chloe Stanton, 
Lucy Stubbings, Fay White 
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I would like to thank Great Bentley Football Club for 
organising the Football Festival on Sunday 25th June, it 
was a really enjoyable day, everything had been 
thought of including the bouncy slides to keep younger 
children amused whilst their brothers or sisters took 
part in the matches.  The event was very well organised 
and very much enjoyed by parents and children alike. 
 We all look forward to next year’s festival. 

Nicky Justice 
 
A Big Thank You to Great Bentley Primary School 

I am leaving to start my new school at Manningtree in 
September.  I would just like to say THANK YOU to all 
the lovely teachers I have had in every year during my 
time at Great Bentley Primary School. 
 I have really enjoyed my lessons they have been 
fun as well as working hard.  I will miss my time there 
but will hopefully see them again as my little brother is 
still there. 
 A thank you also goes to Mrs Cleaver 
(Headteacher) and for Mr Gurney who sometimes gets 
forgotten but is very much part of the school. 
 
From Becky Addison 
 
Dear Mary 

Could I, through the magazine, say how much I have 
really appreciated the kind words, understanding and 
support that I have received from so many people 
following my resignation from the Parish Council. Thank 
you all so very much. 
 
Lynda McWilliams 
 
Carolyn, Nicky, Ali and Kirsty (Jackson) would like to 
thank everyone for all their kindness and support, cards 
and donations to Essex Air Ambulance and Great 
Bentley County Primary School for the Floral Cushion, 
following the sudden but peaceful sad loss of Alan. 
 
Animal Bedding 

Further donations of bedding for the animals at the 
Rescue Centres are being added to those already 
gathered since our last delivery.  Judy and I are aware 
that it is sometimes due to the loss of a family member 
that bedding for the animals is brought to us and we are 
very touched that a kind gesture arises at such a sad 
and difficult time.  When you read this in the August 
edition of the Parish News I will have made further trips 
to the Colne Valley Rescue Centre in White Colne, the 
Greyhound Trust at Little Totham and our local Animal 
Aid Rescue at Little Clacton to provide bedding and to 
distribute the many kind donations of pet food.  Your 
kindness in bringing your unwanted blankets, towels, 
sheets, curtains, covers and duvets helps to ensure that 
the many homeless dogs and cats currently being 
cared for have a clean, dry bed.  Thank you very much. 
  
Alan Bishop, 23 Cedar Way, tel: 251702 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

Trish and Stephen 
on your Silver Wedding 

Love now and always 

Mum/Mil and Dad/Fil 

HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY 

ANDREW WHITE 

on the 13th August 

All our love and best wishes 

Mum, Dad, 
Amy, Beth, Fay and Aidan 

and all your family and friends 
 
 

To GEORGINA 
Wishing you a very magical 6th birthday 

Love you lots 
Mummy, Daddy, Jasmine, Harry & all the family 

XXXXXX 
 

EMILY BOWEN-DAVIES 

Congratulations on passing your 
driving test first time. 

 
Lots of love 
Mum, Mark,  

Andrew  & David 
                         XX 

To our dear daughter 

EMILY 

Happy 18th Birthday on 
Monday 7th August 

Have a wonderful day 

All our love 

Mum & Mark XXX 

We would like to express our thanks to Gt Bentley Youth 
Football Club for organising a fantastic football festival on 
the green on the 25th June.  Our 2 children have attended 
many football tournaments over the past few years and 
the Bentley tournament was up with the best, it was well 
organised and above all fun.  It was great that the whole 
family could attend the event and enjoy the day by playing 
on the bouncy castles etc., a great idea to pay £2.50 for 2 
hours of entertainment!  We understand this was your first 
attempt at a festival, what a great start!  Here’s hoping for 
many more.  Thank you once again. 
Mitchell & Allison Hunt 
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Great Bentley  
Good Neighbours AGM 

 
The AGM was held on Monday 12th June attended by 
committee members and PCSO Sarah Filer and Karen 
Tedder-Ward from TCVS. 
 
The Chairman Robert Taylor welcomed everybody 
and thanked the committee for their ongoing hard 
work.  Part of Neighbourhood Watch is organising lifts 
to and from local hospitals, the surgery, opticians and 
dentists etc.  The year ending May this year saw 87 
bookings through Dreena Williamson and thanks were 
expressed to the voluntary drivers who give up their 
time to do these. Much appreciated.  
 
On the evening of the AGM 19 pieces of medical aids 
were out on loan, all organised through Sylvia Adams.  
This continues throughout the year. 
 
The Annual Booklet was delivered to everybody in the 
village containing all information on clubs, 
organisations etc., and local and district contact 
numbers.  This is put together by Brenda Gourley and 
delivered to all houses via the road stewards – thanks 
were expressed to them also. This year we were able 
to deliver the Tendring Police Neighbourhood Watch 
magazine at the same time. 
 
Norman Fuller has marking equipment available for 
anybody wishing to use it along with the ‘bottles’ for 
the fridge, a scheme whereby information regarding 
medication is put into the bottle and kept in the fridge.  
This is where the emergency services will look for 
information.  
 
The Great Bentley Good Neighbours were nominated 
for a High Sheriffs Award this year and several 
committee members attended the ceremony.   
 
The committee welcomed the village’s new PCSO 
Sarah Filer who is settling in well and making herself 
known throughout the village. 
 
New Officers were elected as follows: 
 
 Chairman   Robert Taylor 
 Vice Chairman  Norman Fuller 
 Treasurer   Agnes Walters 
 Secretary   Bev Adams  
 
For further information on Great Bentley Good 
Neighbours, please look in your orange booklet (full of 
information) or contact the secretary. 
 
Bev Adams  Tel: 250 724 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Thank you for your support at our stall at the Carnival.  
The sum of £105 was raised. 
The Poppy Appeal  - On Saturday 28th October, a 
Table Top Sale will be held in the Village Hall.  Tables 
will cost £5 and will be available at 12.30pm.  Admission 
by purchasing a poppy.  Refreshments will be available.  
If you wish to hire a table, please ring Eunice Payne on 
01255 820374 and please book early. 
 The RBL will have a cake stall and would be very 
happy to receive cakes donated for sale. 
 As always for the Poppy Appeal we are looking for 
volunteers to act as collectors.  If you would like to help, 
please ring Dennis Curry on 251717. 
Remembrance Days 2006 
Saturday 11th November - a two minute silence will be 
observed at the War Memorial at 11am.  Sunday 12th 
November - a service will be held at the Methodist 
Church at 10am.  This will be followed by a short service 
and two minute silence at the War Memorial at 11am.  
Further details later. 
 
FLAG RAISING - AUGUST 2006 
 
Tuesday 15th August - V.J. Day.  Marking the end of 
World War 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a fund raising event for Breast Cancer I would like to 
try for a mile of bras on the Green. 
 This event will take place between the Methodist 
Church and Football Club on 21st October - more details 
later. 
 So I am now appealing for any redundant bras to 
help with this fundraising occasion. 
 If you cannot deliver I can collect.  Thank you for 
your help. 
 
Maureen Johnson 
11 St Mary’s Road, Aingers Green 



RECYCLING  
FOR AUGUST 

 Aingers Green 

 Tuesday 8th 
 Tuesday 22nd 
 
 Great Bentley 

 Friday 11th 
 Friday 25th   
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BRIGHTLINGSEA  
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
LOWER PARK ROAD 

 
THURSDAY  

AUGUST 31st 
9.00am - 1.00pm 

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
HOPPER BUS 

MONDAY - FRIDAY  
COST £5.50 RETURN 

 
Village Hall   9.37 11.57 15.17 
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38 
 
Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55 
Village Hall   10.38 13.58 16.18 
 
If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County 
or the Hospice, this can be arranged but 
please state this when you book your place. 
 
Please ring 01255 436 962 
 

 
MOBILE POLICE UNIT 

 
Tuesday 1st August 

Tuesday 15th August 
 

10.50am to 11.45am 
Outside the Plough Inn 
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BLOOD DONORS 
AUGUST 

 

GREAT BENTLEY 
VILLAGE HALL 

 
Thursday 10th  

 
1.30pm - 4.00pm 
5.00pm - 7.00pm 
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Carnival and Fete 
 
What a lovely day we had!  Weather was perfect for a change, warm, bit of a breeze and lots of people out enjoying 
themselves.  Everywhere we looked there were people eating, drinking, on stalls, having a go at the various 
attractions, sitting and watching the arena displays and chatting.  How lovely! 
 The road closures went off without any problems this year and we have taken one or two suggestions on 
board for 2007.  My thanks to the road stewards who helped out on the day – a difficult job and much appreciated by 
us.  Thank you also to all those who took part in the procession.  These are disappearing thick and fast locally as are 
other Carnivals, so we are really lucky to still have a hard working committee who want to see this continue and of 
course, your support. 
 We would like to thank everybody who helped in any way on Saturday to make the day go smoothly.  There 
may be one or two people that we didn’t notice and if that person was you, then thank you! 
 We do not have final figures yet as at the time of writing, our treasurer is still busy getting in last minute bills 
and sorting but I will put a piece in the magazine when we know what’s what!  However, we have done very well and 
as you all know by now, that’s good news because in October at our AGM we will be able to give the youth groups of 
the village a cheque that will help them to keep running their group and buy some much needed equipment. 
 

List of winners: 
 
   £100 Raffle Prize     Lillian Matthams 
   £50 Programme Prize    Kayla Simpson, Braintree 
   Strong Man Competition    Simon Holden 
 
   Queen of Queens     Braintree & Bocking 
   Queen’s Float      Clacton-On-Sea 
   Children’s Walking a) and b)    Grt Bentley Pre School/Grt Bentley School 
   Adult Walking      St. Mary’s Bellringers 
   Children’s Float     Grt Bentley Guides 
   Children’s Fancy Dress    Ruby & Grace Pearson 
   Best Overall Category Winner   Grt Bentley School 
 
   Street Collection     an amazing £728.12 
 
Once again – THANK YOU! 
 
Bev Adams 
250 724 
 
       
 

Calor Best Kept Village 
Competition 2006  

 
I attended the Rural Community Council of Essex 
AGM on Wednesday 12th July, and was pleased to 
be accompanied by Mary Maskell, Mick Dorling and 
my husband Bobby. 
 Once the main business of the meeting was 
complete, we then had the most wonderful 
refreshments provided during the interval. After this it 
was time for the next item on the agenda which was 
the announcement of the winners for the Best Kept 
Village competition, and how pleasing it was 
resulting in Great Bentley winning runner up in its 
category with another award to display in the Village 
Hall. 
 Thank you to the kind folks who always help 
prepare the village for the judging and to those who 
take the time to clear up the litter. Every little helps 
and it is appreciated. 
 
Lynda 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

GREAT BENTLEY METHODIST 
CHURCH 

 
FRIDAY 11th AUGUST 

10am-12 noon 
 

There will be various stalls 
and competitions 

 
Proceeds for Crossroads 
Caring for Carers and  

Starlight Children’s Foundation 
 

All are welcome 
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THE LOCAL FARMERS’ MARKET 
For an array of fresh local produce and the chance to talk to some very enthusiastic local farmers and 
producers come along to the next Great Bentley Farmers’ Market. 
 Throughout the afternoon, Brian of Coastal Foods will be giving cookery demonstrations and tastings, 
featuring fresh fish and home made produce from his stall. 
 Sandra from Stonefield Eggs, whose free range eggs are laid just the day before, will be flipping 
pancakes and serving them for a £1 each.  All proceeds will be donated to Bentley in Bloom. 
 Jane from Lazy Daisy Dairy will be selling her cow’s milk shakes and Ellie from Monach Farms will be 
offering her goat’s milk shakes, both will be available with a scoop of Monach Farm ice cream for a luxury thick 
shake. 
 Also, local fisherman Tony Talbot will be displaying a selection of locally caught fish for the children to 
look at and touch.  They can enter the ‘guess the fish’ competition - many will have seen a skate wing but will 
they recognise it as a magnificent thornback ray? 
 There will be lots of stalls and the produce on offer will include home-made cakes and pastries, fresh 
local fruit and vegetables, free range pork sausages, home made jams and preserves, home smoked meat 
and fish, fresh herbs and plants plus lots more. 
 All in all it will be a fun afternoon, so pop it in your diary and come and visit us on  WEDNESDAY 9th 
AUGUST 2.00pm - 4.00pm in Great Bentley Village Hal l. 
 
For more information please call Kerry Anderson  07 879 846330 
 

FOR SALE  
 
2 Rabbit hutches.  Both in good condition, with felt 
roofs and on legs.  One has separate sleeping 
quarters.  Ideal for guinea-pigs or small bunnies/
ferrets etc.    £15.00 each. 
 
Tandum 3 Wheeler pushchair, in good condition, 
ideal for getting through shop doorways!  Comes 
with raincover and front foot muff.     £50. 
 
Dog crate/cage.  Ideal for training puppies or 
keeping sick/injured animals in.  Used but still got 
plenty of useage!  Comes with pull out metal tray on 
base for easy cleaning.  Would fit up to a medium 
size dog.   £25. 
 
Garden Shredder, good size - excellent for cleaning 
up the back garden quickly.  Good condition, 
recently had blades re-sharpened.  Nowhere to store 
so has to go.   £45. 
 
Phone 01206 251615  (Mrs Pearson) for any of 
the above. 

THE LIONS CLUB OF  
CLACTON ON SEA 

 
As you may or may not know, Lions Clubs 
International are a worldwide service organisation 
raising funds to help others less fortunate than 
themselves.  The local Club base in Clacton has two 
members from the village, ie. Colin Johnson (Aingers 
Green) and John Walters of Linnet Way.  In recent 
years the Club has helped with donations to the local 
Scout and Guide groups and also the new youth 
football club. 
 On 1st July John became President of the 
Clacton Club and a Quiz Sheet has been produced 
to raise funds for East Anglian Children’s Hospices 
as his chosen charity.  The cost is £1 per quiz and 
you have until December 31st to get your answers 
in.  Ray and Julie at the Post Office have kindly 
agreed to hold a supply of the Quiz sheets, so if you 
enjoy a challenge please support this worthy cause. 
 While fundraising, Lions like to have fun.  
Events being held in the village in coming months 
include Macmillan Coffee morning, Big Bra 
Challenge (details on page 6 and Pig Racing 
evening in February - watch out for details. 

      Congratulations 
      Sameena and John 
   on gaining your degrees in Animal Science and Music Technology 
     With lots of love and best wishes for the future 
      Mum, Dad and Matthew 
        xxx 
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LETTERS 
TO  

THE  
EDITOR 

Tendring District Local Plan 
I refer to the plan that includes the industrial 
development of 27 hectares (67 acres) of Greenfield 
land in Frating/Great Bromley/Little Bentley area - 
Policy QL5C.  Besides the additional strain put by 
this development on the water supply, local road 
transport, health, police and educational facilities, 
the question of loss of good farming land has not 
been raised.  We live in the Tendring District which 
has favourable soils and climate for arable 
production.  With global warming and its likely impact 
on food and bio-fuel production throughout the world, 
the imports of food and fuel may not always be taken 
for granted as it is today.  We should therefore 
preserve as much as possible of the Greenfield land 
in the district for future generations.  James Lovelock 
the eminent scientist who pioneered the work of 
CFC’s in the atmosphere and their interaction with 
the ozone layer has stated that all of the good arable 
land in East Anglia should be preserved and 
protected, because of the long term implications of 
global warming on world-wide food production.  He 
was referring mainly to the protection of coastal land 
from the sea, but the loss of arable land for housing 
and industrial development is of equal importance.  
Planners and district councillors should consider the 
implications of the loss of good arable land when 
planning for future developments in the district.  If it 
is absolutely necessary to utilise Greenfield land, 
future developments should be sited on the more 
marginal land.  Meanwhile, I have asked the 
Tendring District Council to provide information on 
the total area of Greenfield land earmarked for 
development in the current Plan. 
 
David Gollifer 
 
Thank you very much for sending me the copy of the 
Great Bentley News with the very good account of 
my talk.  What a quite excellent magazine it is - 
nothing less, of course, than such a beautiful village 
deserves.  Somebody said you had the biggest 
village green in the country, which I can well believe.  
It is also very likely that you have the best village 
magazine in the country.  Certainly I have never 
seen better.  Congratulations to all concerned - and 
that is quite a lot of people I think. 
 Best wishes to the cricket teams.  Had I not 
had other things on my mind as we drove into Great 
Bentley - past, I think two matches in progress we 
might have stopped to lend our support. 
 
Derek Thombery 
Chelmondiston 
Ipswich 

To the Editor, 
 As I read through the July issue of my Parish 
Magazine it became obvious that some residents are not 
aware of the work that their Parish Council does and I 
would like to explain the issues mentioned, in the order 
that they appeared in the magazine. 
Platform height at the railway station 
The height of the platforms at the stations has been 
discussed on several occasions.  The problem has 
arisen because the new sliding door trains do not have 
an intermediate step.  The Council has twice written to 
Network Rail, who inspected the platforms and decided 
that they conformed to the regulations.  I hope those 
people who have had accidents there will take the matter 
further. 
Motorbikes 
I was very pleased to read that some residents who care 
about the village also love the motorbikes.  Perhaps they 
could form a group who will help to clean the rubbish 
from the green the following morning.  They may even 
want to answer some of those irate phone calls from 
residents of Birch Estate who found it difficult to drive 
past the illegally parked burger vans outside the Cricket 
Club to their homes. 
Simmons Yard 
The grass verge in Birch Avenue does indeed belong to 
the whole village thanks to some smart work by the 
Parish Council many years ago and your council will do 
its best in any negotiations that may follow a planning 
application.  The area between Birch Estate and the 
railway line is within the village envelope and as such it 
would be difficult to prevent development there.  There 
may well be some who would welcome it, especially if it 
included affordable homes available to village people.  
The ultimate decision about the access to it will be with a 
higher planning authority and your council will make 
them fully aware of the problems regarding The Cut. 
The Pond 
The pond on the Green had become seriously overgrown 
and untidy and like all ponds it needs maintenance.  The 
council contractors did nothing to harm the fish, but the 
clay that forms the basin, which the council had installed 
nine years ago, has taken some time to settle down, 
hence the cloudy water.  No-one has been given 
permission to remove any life forms from the pond and if 
you see anyone doing so could you please let me know, 
although I cannot be held responsible for the actions of 
herons. 
Three Villages Development 
Your parish council is strongly opposed to this and has 
been represented at every meeting of the three villages 
protest committee.  As no development is planned for 
our village it was felt by the others that our village name 
should not be included.  Your council has put money 
aside to help pay the legal or consultation fees that may 
be incurred by them. 
Meetings 
All of the above have been discussed at meetings of 
Great Bentley Parish Council, which are held in public at 
the time and place advertised in the magazine.  Why not 
attend? 
 
Bill Herbert 
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Ref: growing problems with bikers on the Green 
It seems to me that action is needed to control this 
weekly event and that failure to act will lead to 
matters getting out of hand.  I take the view that, if 
the event is controlled then it could be an asset to 
the village.  With this in mind I respectfully tender the 
following suggestions. 
1 A large board be erected near the Cricket 

Club on Wednesdays saying WELCOME TO 
BIKERS, FROM GREAT BENTLEY.  The 
Green is the property of the Parish Council 
who ask that you respect the bye laws that 
govern the Green especially those restricting 
the use of motor vehicles and commercial 
activities. 

 Bikers should be aware that bikes parked 
 illegally may possibly be uninsured.  There is 
 no insurance provided for vehicles parked 
 here from the Parish Council (well, something 
 like that!) 
2 Bikers organise themselves into Chapters.  It 

might help if a Councillor or two made direct 
contact with the leader(?) of a Chapter on a 
Wednesday and explained the concerns of 
villagers.  I suspect that this sort of soft 
approach would lead the bikers policing 
themselves and would almost certainly 
remove four wheeled vehicles from the Green 
on Wednesdays. 

3 In the event of failure of ‘2’ then perhaps a self 
financing scheme involving a couple of ‘Green 
Wardens’ with sleeve bands collect £1 
donations from bikers that would pay for the 
Wardens and a suitable insurance to cover the 
bikers and the Parish. 

Michael Turner 

 
MYSTERY 

 
Once a golden flash 
Now a brown dash 
As baby duckling’s now chased around 
By a coot on our village pond 
One day the goldfish did disappear 
But how did the baby ducklings appear? 
Strange, they too now have disappeared. 
 
D. Gibbs 
 
Apparently, a van was parked by the pond and the 
driver was seen to deposit 14 ducklings.  They were 
too young to have flight feathers and were therefore 
at the mercy of the elements.  12 ducklings were 
captured and re-homed and the two remaining 
escapees have been seen on a village reservoir.  
Our PCSO has reported the incident and the 
relevant vehicle registration number. 

ESSEX POLICE 
 

Let me start by introducing myself to all readers of 
the Great Bentley Village magazine.  My name is 
Sarah Filer.  I am the Police Community Support 
Officer covering solely Great Bentley.  I have been 
on duty in the village for a month now working 37 
hours a week. Between the hours of 8am and mid-
night you will see me on foot patrol or riding around 
on my bike.  I work alongside PC Hughes to deal 
with any issues that we may have in the village. 
 
Great Bentley is a location I am not familiar with 
therefore I have been getting to know the geography 
of the village and the surrounding area, as well as 
getting to know as many local people as possible 
and getting to know the local problem areas.  I hope 
you will all assist me in doing this by making me 
aware of any current problems you are encountering.  
My mobile number is 077986 02268. 
 
If you do call and the mobile is switched off this 
means that I am either not on duty or on leave but 
please do leave a message and I will return your 
calls ASAP. 
 
I am aware there are problems with traffic 
congestion along Plough Road, New Cut, Station 
Road and outside Tesco.  I try to be in the area 
whenever possible to assist with traffic control 
especially at school finishing time. 
 
I have reports of fences being damaged along The 
Path on Saturday 24th July and the bench on the 
Green outside the Post Office by the Memorial was 
damaged.  If anyone has any information on these 
incidents please let me know. 
 
Carnival weekend was very busy for me dealing with 
underage drinking in particular.   I understand that 
the Carnival up until now has not been policed in the 
past, so hopefully now that the youths who come 
from all around to enjoy the funfair will have learnt 
for next year that police will be present and will not 
tolerate underage drinking. 
 
I would like to finish by saying a big thank-you to 
everyone who has made me feel so welcome to the 
village and I look forward to meeting you all in the 
future. 
 
Sarah Filer PCSO 70844 
C/O Weeley Police Station 
Mobile:  077986 02268 
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Well, it wasn’t exactly “Strictly General Practice” or even “Doc Idol”, but after hours of poring over CVs, an 
evening debating who was worth short-listing and then a really good day of interviews, the partners finally 
decided who will take over from Dr Steiner when he retires early next year. 
 
It was a difficult process because we had a lot of top quality applicants from all over the country, many of whom 
would undoubtedly have done an excellent job. However, we wanted the very best for the practice and its 
patients and, in the end, the position has been offered to someone many of you will remember – Dr Sean 
O’Reilly. 
 
For those of you who don’t remember him (and for anyone who needs a refresher), Dr O’Reilly was a very 
popular Registrar here in 1999/2000. He is married to Sam, and has two children, Caitlin who was born while he 
was working here and Finn who is now four. He is a keen sportsman and an excellent footballer (he says). He 
admits that his children are being brainwashed into following Colchester United, (hooray!), Arsenal, (boo!) and 
London Irish (well, I suppose someone has to!) 
 
Medically, he has developed interests in diabetes and coronary heart disease and he wants to become a GP 
Trainer. This last intention is great news for Dr Hunt as he has long needed someone to help with, or even take 
over the training role which he fulfilled so successfully for seven years without a break. It put a lot of extra 
pressure on him and explains a few of the distinguished-looking grey hairs. 
 
Dr O’Reilly has been a partner at the West Mersea practice for the last five years and we feel really fortunate 
that he wants to make the switch to Great Bentley. He should be joining us at the beginning of March, but more 
of that nearer the time. 
 
On the subject of training, having been without a Registrar for a while, we hope to have a new one in place from 
February. The Eastern Deanery, which is the organisation that overseas GP training in the area, is at present 
advertising opportunities for doctors who want to become GPs. All being well we will be allocated one of the 
successful applicants. 
 
Although they are here to learn, Registrars always make a genuine contribution to the practice. They bring new 
ideas, a different view of the modern world of medicine and, usually, the enthusiasm and energy that comes with 
being young. They keep us on our toes, not only because they constantly make us think objectively about what 
we are doing, but also because we have to undergo rigorous and regular inspections to retain our training status. 
You patients seem to like them too. It’s been amazing how quickly most of the eight we have had here have 
developed their own following. 
 
The other good news on the doctor front is that Dr Hickling has agreed to accept a further six month contract 
which will keep him with us until at least February next year. He and Dr Slawson, our “permanent” Salaried GP 
are really valuable members of the team, each with their own specialities and interests. We would certainly 
struggle without them these days. 
 
To counter any flabbiness brought on by too much sedentary World Cup watching, our social organiser, Di 
Woodward, has been cajoling us into making 2006 a sporting summer. A few weeks ago, we again took over a 
small part of The Green for a rounders match in which, in a complete reversal of last year’s result, Dr Hunt’s 
team slaughtered Dr Steiner’s team by some totally forgettable score. (No prizes for guessing which team I was 
on.) 
 
Some of us also teamed up with Dr Carr and friends to play cricket against a team from Tending Cricket Club. To 
our astonishment, the “Clapped out Carrs”, average age about 47 I estimate, managed to beat Tendring, 
average age under 20, in a very tight and thoroughly enjoyable match. Who was the star? No surprises there – 
Dr Hunt scored 73 not out and bowled superbly. (Don’t you just hate people who have brains, are talented at 
everything they try, are good looking, nice etc, etc.) I suppose that when Dr O’Reilly starts it’ll be football on The 
Green. I think I’ll sit that one out. 
 
Hugh Cronin 
Practice Manager 
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GREAT BENTLEY 
CONSERVATION GROUP 

 
AGM 
 
The Conservation Group held its 5th Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday 4th July.  As well as the 
committee, a small number of members attended.  In 
her report, the Chairman said that the Group did not 
get a great deal of support from its membership.  If 
the Conservation Group is to keep going, it needs 
more input and inspiration from its membership. 
 
After two years as Secretary, Karen Williams 
decided to resign from that position but agreed to 
remain on the committee.  Jan Turner resigned as 
Chairman but agreed to be elected as Secretary.  
David Gollifer was elected as the new Chairman and 
also agreed to remain as Treasurer.  Other 
committee members remain the same and are 
Donald Walker, Mary Maskell, Rita Coles, Alan 
Coles and Colin Johnson. 
 
Talk on Holland Pits and Colne Point 
 
The AGM was followed by a very interesting talk with 
slide show by Bob Seago who is the Warden of the 
nature reserves at Holland Pits and Colne Point.  We 
saw beautiful digital photographs of the very many 
species of butterflies, moths and other insects to be 
found on those reserves and learned that some 
butterflies actually fly from Africa to spend summer in 
this country.  We also learned about the flora of the 
reserves and the birds to be seen.  It is hoped to be 
able to arrange an evening visit to Colne Point 
reserve, tides permitting.  For outing details see 
page 23. 

PRACTICE STANDARDS 
Pets are often treated as members of the family and 
owners rightly want to be sure they receive excellent 
medical treatment. Horse owners and farmers also 
want to ensure their animals are receiving the best 
possible veterinary care.  

But how can you be sure? 

The regulatory function of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons has always meant that users of 
veterinary services could be assured that their 
veterinary surgeon was properly qualified and fit to 
practice.   

Now, for the first time, the RCVS can offer reassurance 
that those practice premises which it accredits as part 
of the Practice Standards Scheme also meet stringent 
standards. 

The RCVS Practice Standards Scheme is a voluntary 
initiative to accredit veterinary practices in the 
UK.  Through setting standards and carrying out 
regular inspections, the Scheme aims to promote and 
maintain the highest standards of veterinary care. 

It offers peace of mind to clients of accredited practices 
and more informed choice to the animal-owning public. 

To become accredited, practices volunteer for rigorous 
inspection every four years and will have met a range 
of minimum standards including hygiene, 24-hour 
emergency cover, staff training, certain types of 
equipment and cost estimation procedures. They may 
also be subject to spot-checks between inspections. 

For peace of mind, people should look for the RCVS 
accredited practice logo, which indicates that the 
practice has passed an independent inspection. This 
means high standards of care for pets and peace of 
mind for pet owners. 

In addition there are various levels (core standards, 
general practice or hospital – as where I work). For 
either a Small Animal or Equine Hospital to be  
accredited under the Scheme, standards to be met are: 

Nursing staff must be present on the premises round 
the clock, and a veterinary surgeon available 24 hours 
a day to attend to in-patients if required.  This means 
that continual nursing and veterinary care for in-
patients is available if needed. 

Clinical standards must be maintained and improved 
by monitoring performance and outcome treatments.  

The availability and overall quality and range of 
equipment is checked eg. There must be specific 
diagnostic equipment such as ECG and Ultrasound. 

 

 

 

The standard of the premises and facilities is 
rigorously examined, with emphasis on cleanliness 
and sterility. 

However, it is recognised that the type of care and 
facilities suitable to meet the needs of small animals is 
different from that for equine patients.  It is for that 
reason that hospitals accredited under the Scheme 
must satisfy the Inspector that they meet the 
requirements specific to their type of practice. 

For more information check out the RCVS website 
rcvs.org.uk 

 

MARK ALLINGTON  
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WILDLIVES 
 

Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre East Anglia 'Catkins, Frating Road, Thorrington, Colchester, Essex, 
CO7 8HT Web: www.wildlives.org.uk 

 Temporarily closed for admissions. 
 
Wildlife - The Future 
The competition and quiz winners from the school visited the Centre recently and really enjoyed the 
experience of interaction with our resident animals. The volunteers were encouraged by their 
enthusiasm, enough so to hope our next generation will care about wildlife and its impact on our 
world. The children raised in excess of £630.00 for us and have generously collected dog and cat 
food, which they are still continuing to do until the end of term. We really appreciate all the hard 
work and enthusiasm the youngsters have put into helping the Centre. 
 
One Good Turn Deserves Another 
Jim RSPCA Inspector did Rosie a favour so she returned the compliment by taking on six baby 
hedgehogs for him. They were just over a week old, very dehydrated and hypothermic. After 
emergency fluid therapy they are progressing very well. 
 
Skiving Off 
Rosie and some of the volunteers had a rare afternoon out on Walton Backwaters with Tony, who 
runs the Wildlife Boat Trips. We saw the most amazing rusty orange coloured seals with yellow gold 
heads, apparently this is the result of oxidisation of the water. They and their young pups were 
playing all about the boat and swimming alongside us. Some were basking on land enjoying the warm 
weather. A truly magical sight. On the way back still buzzing from seeing the seals and pups, we saw 
a colony of Little Terns and a pair of Sandwich Terns giving an aerial display. We also saw a Red 
Breasted Merganser, Cormorants and the usual water birds one expects to see. But the most thrilling 
sight for us was seeing Marsh Harriers which are among our rarest birds of prey, swooping and 
diving, being mobbed by Gulls and Oyster Catchers, an incredible display which we will all long 
remember. 
 
How privileged we are to have such a tranquil idyll on our doorstep. To enjoy an enthralling a 
couple of hours on the water ring Tony on 01255 671852 [Booking is essential]. 
 
Short Back & Sides 
As usual when we do anything for Billy's comfort, sulks and major strops are the order of the day. 
Normally lambs aren't shorn in the first year, but Billy had grown such a thick fleece the heat was 
proving very distressing for him. Finding a shearer to do one lamb proved very difficult, but 
thankfully we eventually found one in Norfolk. Giving sanctuary to Billy has proved to be an expense 
we really weren't prepared for, but he is such a character, we tend to his every whim, and forgive him 
everything. It's good to laugh. 
 
 
 
info@wildlives.orq,uk 
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Great Bentley Methodist Church 
Flower Festival Quiz - 2006 

 
Winners 

Saturday   
Chris & Jackie Johnson Loughton Essex  27/2 
Angie & Lucy Stubbings Westwood House  23/2 
Joye & Adrian  Westwood House 22/27 
Sunday 
John & Jennie Moss  Aingers Green 23/28 
Lynda McWilliams Aingers Green 22/28 
Pammenter    Tudor Green Clacton 21/28 

 
              Winning Answers 
       No 

Red giant & yellow dwarf    23 
Gemini       18 
Black Hole       13 
Rainbow - Covenant between God and Man   1 
Meteorite Shower       4 
The Plough       15 
Sunset       19 
Haley’s Comet     28 
Apollo 14       27 
Leo         7 
Clouds         9 
Aurora Borealis     14 
Man in the Moon     20 
Rocket to Mars       2 
Aquarius         6 
Ursa Minor and Ursa Major    11 
Libra       17 
Heaven & Earth (1st sentence in bible)  25 
Neptune         5 
Stargazer       26 
All our Stars       21 
Cancer       12 
Star of Bethlehem     24 
Hangs that flung stars into space SoF 120  10 
Milky Way       16 
Flying Saucer      22 
Sun         8 
Uranus         3 
 

HINTS FOR THOSE INTENDING TO 
EXHIBIT AT THE VILLAGE SHOW 

 
 Please read the schedule and pay particular 
attention to the classes in which you intend to exhibit.  
Next place your entry form with the Show Secretary as 
required. 
 Decide roughly a day or two before show day 
how you are going to present your exhibits for judging.  
If new to exhibiting, seek advice from regular exhibitors 
where possible.  Work out which vases/plates/dishes 
you will require.  Check them over thoroughly to ensure 
they are clean.  It will be no good arriving at the show 
with less than you need. 
 Ensure that vegetables are clean and fresh.  
Fruit must be fresh, not over-ripe and with stalks of 
uniform length. 
 Flowers should be fresh and preferably taken to 
the show in water, especially on a very hot day.  Check 
that pot plants are in the appropriate size pot according 
to the schedule, also no weeds or debris or dead 
flowers are to be seen. 
 Ensure your exhibits are not damaged during 
transport. 
 On arrival at the show, collect your entry cards, 
then find a quiet corner to prepare and finally select 
your exhibits.  Be sure to allow ample time to stage 
your exhibits and avoid last minute rushing around.  
Make time to re-check all of your entries, before 
judging commences.  For each class count and check 
how many items are required (read the schedule 
again), e.g. 20 raspberries, 5 tomatoes, 6 pansies etc.  
Ensure you have selected the correct number. 
 All vases should have water in and be clean.  
Flowers should be presented in a balanced 
arrangement and fixed so that they do not move when 
the judge picks the vase up to examine it.  Oasis or 
damp newspaper can be used for this purpose.  
(Please ensure, however, that this does not appear 
above the top of the vase). 
 Place your exhibit and entry card, face 
downward, so that your name does not show, on the 
table in the space allocated for the particular class.  If 
you know the name of the variety it is always nicer to 
see a label, neatly written placed beside your exhibit. 
 Most exhibitors bring a few spares, so double-
check your exhibit.  Keen exhibitors are recommended 
to acquire a copy of the RHS Horticultural Show 
Handbook, which contains guidance for all aspects 
involved in showing. 
 
Good Luck! 
 
R.R. Claydon 
 
 
Don’t forget, Show Schedules available now 

at the Post Office. 
 
Village Show  -  Saturday 2nd September 

 

ARE YOU THE SORT OF  
PERSON WHO LOVES TO GLUE 
AND PAINT AND ARE YOU FREE 

ON A MONDAY BETWEEN 
2.30pm and 4.30pm TERM TIME ONLY? 

 
If so can you  
contact 
 
Wendy King  
on  

250852 
 

 



BARN DANCE 
Led by the Good Old Boys 

‘THE KEGS’ 
9th September 

Wagons roll in at 7.30pm 

Salon Doors shut at 11.30 

This Hillbilly Extravanganza takes place at the 
VILLAGE HALL, GREAT BENTLEY 

Raffle & Full Bar available 

Tickets available from 
Great Bentley Post Office, the Scout or Guide 

Leaders or the 
Tea Tent at the Flower Show 

£8 pre-booked:  £10 at the door 
Price includes a Finger-Lickin’Buffet 

   Please help us raise a  
   fistful of dollars 

 
   Girlguiding UK    

   Scouts 
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TAI CHI 
 
Hi again, did you see the demonstration from the Tai Chi Studio at the Great Bentley Carnival (we were the 
ones with the swords). It was a really good day although rather too hot for me but quite a few people showed 
interest in the subtle art of Tai Chi. 
 
New ten week beginner classes will be starting at the end of September – these will be held on a Friday 
evening 7.30-9.00 and Saturday morning 1030-1200 there will possibly be a midweek morning session 
depending on demand. The cost for the course is £65 and you will have a basic introduction to Chi Kung (a 
standing meditation to improve posture and breathing), a set of basic breathing and relaxation exercises and 
also learn a short form. 
 
As well as ten week courses there are also day seminars to give you an idea of the principles and concepts of 
Tai Chi. These are usually held on the first Saturday of each month. The cost for the day is £30 with a light 
lunch and drinks provided. 
 
Tai Chi is a system for young and old to enjoy and I have said previously that all aspects of the art are taught 
at the studio from basic health and relaxation right up to the Martial applications. It is understood that not 
everyone wishes to know the fighting side of Tai Chi so these classes are kept separate from the main classes. 
 
If you are interested in signing on for the new classes or seminars please call the studio 01206-255007 (leave 
a message if I am not there) or just drop in! Or you can check out our website www.taichi4all.co.uk or e-mail 
daveallen@taichi4all.co.uk 
 
Look forward to seeing you in the Autumn. 
 
Dave 

ESSEX AVIATION SOCIETY 
 

OPEN DAY AND DISPLAY 
 

SUNDAY 13th AUGUST 
 

10AM - 4PM 
 

Martello Tower 
Point Clear 
St Osyth 

 
Napoleonic Displays 

Military Vehicles including a T-34 Tank 
Vintage Car and Motorbike Rally 

Reinactors of different eras 
Air Display 

 
Contact Bill on  01255 860966 

or Albert on 01255 428028 



REPORT FROM ROBERT TAYLOR TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCIL LOR 
 
 
Use of Green on Wednesdays   Bikers nights 
 
I am aware that there is divided opinion in the village over the event which has come to be known as Bikers night. 
However there has been a big increase in the number of the public contacting me over the changes that have 
been happening recently. Obviously too those who live nearest to the event are most disturbed by the noise of 
the engines and any obstruction that occurs. You will be aware that this event is not organised by anybody 
although local traders benefit from the business generated. 
           The Green is Common land owned for you by the Parish Council who therefore have a responsibility for 
what happens on the land and organised groups apply for permission and fulfil the use conditions and take out 
insurance to cover any risks. I am advised that the danger here is that if an individual bike is not insured and an 
accident occurs on the Green then the landowner that is the village through the Parish Council could be liable in 
law for compensation. 
          Since there is no individual or group in charge of the Bikers this becomes difficult and the Parish Council 
has had long discussions with the Police about what can be done. Whilst there is no danger of public disorder 
occurring police just monitor the situation and following pressure from the Parish Council promise that there will 
be someone in attendance. Last year there were traffic police present but I understand that due to the greater 
tension in the world this year that these have been diverted to airport duties for their firearms expertise. 
          Under the Acts of Parliament on Common Land it is illegal to drive a motor vehicle more than 15 yards onto 
the Green which is what happens on Wednesdays. However we all know in practice that for many village events 
this is accepted as being ignored as long as harm is not done to the Green. The police use this argument to say, 
what is the difference here?  So they direct the bikers to park on the Green for public safety since they would 
cause a problem on the highway. 
         The thing that has changed recently is the arrival of traders from outside the village who do not clean up 
after themselves and an increase in the number of cars rather than bikes turning up. 
On Wednesday 19th July I spent most of the evening with the police on duty watching the event. There were two 
police constables from Clacton and one PCSO from Brightlingsea on duty all evening and the local police 
sergeant and a constable around the edge of the village and in local villages speed gunning the comings and 
goings. They reported that the only ones exceeding the limits were local people in cars. Knowing how few police 
are on duty in Tendring of an evening we must have had most of them. 
        The burger van details have now been passed to Tendring Environmental Health to see if they are legally 
allowed to trade. However according to the police in their opinion they were not in contravention of any highway 
legislation and were not causing an obstruction. In putting out a Gazebo and chairs and tables on the Green 
without the permission of the Parish Council they were at fault and if anyone knows who they are would they 
please let the Parish Council know. 
 
      Robert Taylor 

17 

I am delighted to be able to tell you that my third book, A DISSEMBLER is due for release on August 31st 2006.  
This novel is a Regency romantic adventure set in and around Great Bentley.  Frating Hall is the home of the 
heroine and Great Bentley Hall is where the hero lives.  This imaginary residence is situated behind the Church.  
Although there was no Georgian building on this site there is historical evidence for a much earlier house.  It is 
perfectly plausible that the original house could have been replaced, as many others were, by an 18th century 
edifice.  I would like to thank Barbara and Martyn Thomas for allowing me to roam around their lovely home and 
study their historical archives.  I would also like to thank Mary Maskell for making her comprehensive collection of 
local history books available for my research.  The cover of A DISSEMBLER has been based on one of Mary’s 
Victorian photographs; it is of the lane leading into Great Bentley from Thorrington. 
 
A DISSEMBLER will be available from ‘Evans’ the stunning new shop that has just opened on the Green.  They 
are holding a ‘Meet the Author’ event on the afternoon of the village show, Saturday September 2nd between 
2pm and 4pm.  I shall be delighted to answer any of your questions and sign copies of any books bought.  It is 
possible to pre-order copies of A DISSEMBLER by ringing me on 251100, or by contacting Evans on 252358. 
 
The sequel to A DISSEMBLER entitled THE MESALLIANCE will be published early in February 2007.  This is set 
in the lovely St Osyth Priory but Great Bentley features again. 
 
Fenella Miller   
www.fenellajanemiller.co.uk 
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Peter’s  Potterings 
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if I accidentally touch a stinging nettle.  It works and is 
usually more easily available, at least on my allotment 
it is!   
 
So how are your flowers blooming?  The geraniums 
seem especially good this year.  After getting a good 
soaking after planting, the roots spread out in search 
of water and then really liked the hot sunny weather.  
In fact if they get too much water you will get lots more 
green leaves, and a lot less flowers.  If you have a 
geranium plant that you particularly like then why not 
take a cutting or two.  During August start looking for a 
nice side shoot, a couple of inches long and without a 
flower bud on it - semi ripe wood is best as very fresh 
shoots tend to rot more easily.  Dip the base into a 
hormone rooting powder then place 3 or 4 along the 
side of a 3 inch pot, using multi-purpose compost plus 
about a quarter by volume of sharp sand to give 
drainage.  Geraniums, and especially cuttings, do not 
like hot steamy conditions.  Do not place inside a 
polythene bag as this will make them rot off.  Put them 
into a shady corner of the greenhouse and water them 
sparingly.  the warm weather will encourage roots, and 
the process is much easier than in September when a 
bit of base heat is necessary. 
 
PETER ALLINGTON 
 
The leaf of Lemon Balm rubbed on to a bite also has a 
lovely soothing effect.  ED 
 

HOW TO HAVE A SLUG FREE GARDEN 
 

One of the main reasons that gardens become slug-
infested is because of all the decaying matter that 
builds up over time.  It’s time for a bit of spring-
cleaning! 
 
1 Dedicate an afternoon to clearing out all 

potential slug hideouts, under decking, around 
compost heaps and in any other secluded, dark, 
moist areas. 

 
2 Clear your garden, systematically removing all 

decaying matter from beds and borders.  Do 
this on a regular basis and add anything 
suitable to your compost pile, along with any 
slugs you find.  Make sure your compost pile is 
located away from growing areas. 

 
3 Remember, a tidy  garden is a slug- f r e e 
garden. 

I have just finished eating a nice salad including 
several items grown on the allotment.  Unfortunately 
things such as tomatoes and cucumber are not ready 
yet but lettuce, radish and onions are.  I must admit to 
cheating a bit as the onions are actually young 
shallots which taste just as good, and if you put half a 
dozen in the ground every couple of weeks you get 
nice fresh green onions with very little trouble.   
 
Whilst we are in a hot dry spell lettuce can be a 
problem. Don’t sow them when it is very hot, the seed 
does not germinate well.  You can of course shade the 
sown row but it is easier to pick a couple of cooler 
days and sow then.  (Evening is also best).  
Alternatively as lettuce tend to bolt in the summer sow 
some of the mixed salad leaves, either in a shady 
corner or in large pots or seed trays.  You can keep 
them watered much easier like this than in rows in the 
open garden. 
 
If you are feeling a bit off colour how about 
considering some of the healing powers of plants.  We 
all know that the lavender bush gives off a wonderful 
aroma, and the lavender seed is used for soothing and 
calming, especially for sleeping problems on these hot 
nights.  Lavender is also excellent as lavender oil 
which is easily bought in the pharmacies or if you wish 
you can infuse fresh blooms in virgin olive oil, which 
you can use to sooth irritable skin conditions.  It is also 
an antiseptic and helps in treating insect bites and 
stings or minor burns.  I am told it makes an excellent 
tea, but I have not tried that, although I have had 
lavender ice cream and lavender cakes up at the 
lavender farm in Norfolk.  Incidentally don’t forget to 
trim your bush after flowering to keep it in shape.  If 
you let it grow long and lanky it does not like severe 
cutting back. 
 
Parsley is another health booster.  This herb is packed 
with vitamins A, B and C as well as calcium, 
magnesium, sodium and essential fatty acids.  
(Sounds like its got everything!).  Sprinkle fresh cut 
leaves over your food, especially fish, or if you can’t 
stand the taste try daily supplement tablets.  It must be 
powerful stuff as you must avoid using it during 
pregnancy or if you suffer from kidney problems. 
 
Basil is well known in the Mediterranean countries and 
is an essential with any tomato dish.  The easiest way 
to have a supply of Basil is to buy a pot from the 
Supermarket, keep it watered and give it a bit of feed, 
even transfer to a larger pot and it will last a long time.  
A tea made using 2 teaspoons of chopped basil into a 
mug of hot water and sip slowly - I don’t know what it 
tastes like but apparently its good for stomach 
complaints!  Known as the herb of longevity, it has 
strong antiseptic properties.  Rub a fresh leaf onto 
stings and grazes (I have tried this and it works 
although you do get a green highly aromatic bit of 
skin!).  I must say I mostly use the traditional dock leaf  



PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
Resignation of Chairman 
Unfortunately, Lynda McWilliams, who has been a councillor for fifteen years and chairman on two occasions, has 
decided to resign from the Parish Council. She has, in the past, worked far beyond what could have been expected 
of her as a Parish Councillor.  Very few people knew about all of her meetings with the police, the highway 
authorities and district councillors, just to keep things running smoothly.  Thank you Lynda. 
 
New Chairman 
The council have elected Jonathan Hills as its new chairman.  His contact details are published under Village 
Information. 
 
New Councillor 
The Returning Officer of Tendring District Council had informed the clerk that no election was called for.  The council 
had three applicants for co-option to fill the vacancy left by Lynda, and Roger Adams was co-opted and welcomed 
on to the council.  Roger had been on the council for many years in the past and has a great deal of experience in 
these matters. 
 
War Memorial 
The council is working with the British Legion to refurbish the Memorial and the surrounding concrete area.  A local 
contractor has been chosen and the council will apply for grants to carry out the work. 
 
Simmons Yard 
The proposed developers have now contacted the council over the strip of land in Birch Avenue and negotiations are 
on-going.  We feel that we cannot discuss our strategies in public, hence the closed sessions at the end of the last 
two meetings. 
 
Allotments 
We now have a waiting list for allotments for the first time in living memory.  However don’t let this put you off 
if you want to add your name. 
 
Network Rail 
If you are concerned about the changes at your railway station, due to the up-grading of the line, then come to our 
next meeting at The Methodist Church Hall at 7pm on the 3rd August.  Representatives of Network Rail will be 
there to explain all. 
 
Bill Herbert -  Vice Chairman 
 

BEWARE …. 
 
During the past weeks we have received a number of complaints regarding itinerant roofers and pavers.  One 
particular group call themselves Tiptree Builders and Decorators and pay regular visits to Tendring - is there no work 
in Tiptree or is just that our population is older?  We have received complaints of this particular ‘company’ charging 
£2,500 just to repoint ridge tiles on a bungalow and ripping off fascia boards from a bungalow despite the fact that 
they were replaced four years ago and in perfect order and then charging the owner over £2,000 for the privilege.  
Both Trading Standards and I are interested in their movements - so should you have Tiptree Builders or itinerant 
pavers in your area please me know and we’ll sort them out!! 
 
We have just learnt of a new slant on this old scam  - and this one could catch out a lot more people!! ! 
With this new scam you are sent a cheque, for quite a sum, let’s say £5,000 and it will seem to be a genuine cheque 
as it will be a proper Canadian Bank with a proper Bank Account No. etc. and if you pay it into your Bank it will 
probably be ‘cleared’ INITIALLY.  But I understand that some of these foreign cheques can take up to six weeks to 
be fully cleared at which point you will be informed that the cheque is stolen and will not be honoured.  In the 
meantime you are under the illusion that you have legitimately won £5,000, although you have never even entered 
the Canadian Lottery. 
 The scam comes during this time when you are contacted again and told that there is a far greater sum 
waiting for you, but you will have to pay a release fee or tax or some other fee and this may come to many 
thousands of pounds, we have heard of people being conned out of £20,000!!! 
 So should you receive a cheque out of the blue, from a lottery, please don’t fall for this scam. 
 
Calvin Heal - Essex Police Crime Prevention 
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From your District Councillor, Robert Taylor 
 
My long standing Commitment to the rejection of the  Frating Oasis Site development and our big 
success over housing. 
 
In the October 2005 issue of this magazine I wrote a full page article setting out the issues of the Tendring 
Draft Development plan and in particular the potential industrial land at Frating. This was not the first time I had 
done this but I was keen for as many as possible objections to the development to be lodged with the District 
Council before the deadline of the 19th December 2005. Over the past two years whilst this Development plan 
was being prepared, several articles have been inserted in the magazine by the Parish Council setting out the 
Councils opposition to this development and asking village people to also object to it. I also put out political 
leaflets on the same theme. During this time we achieved a big success when all reference to housing at this 
site was deleted from the plan. 
 
Disappointment  I was therefore considerably disappointed to see the article in the July issue asking what 
the view of the District Councillor was on this issue. Both the Parish Council and I as your District Councillor 
have clearly set out our views to the village and tried to obtain residents support for them.  
 
Why is Great Bentley no longer part of the Parish C ouncil Group opposing this development?  Last 
Autumn after many months working with our neighbours the Parish Council paid its part of the bill incurred by 
the joint Parish Councils opposing the Frating Oasis site whilst seeking professional legal advice on how to 
fight this development. Further expenditure on this type of legal advice proved to be too expensive for Parish 
Councils without going badly into debt and so they are determined to appear before the inspector without 
lawyers.  
 The three Councils immediately surrounding this piece of land have now decided to work alone to 
present their case to the inspector. Having always been part of this, councillors at Great Bentley did feel a little 
peeved that they were not now included, but the three councils had been advised that they would be able to 
make a better case if they could be as focussed as possible. 
 The joint Councils are now appealing to people who have lodged objections to register with them and let 
them present, on behalf of all, the best case and not all go along separately to the Inspector. This would be the 
preferred way of presenting the case to the inspector rather than every objector presenting very similar cases 
and him feeling that we are wasting his time. 
 
Could You not turn it down at Tendring? As you will be aware the new draft plan is an immense document 
covering the whole Tendring area, and the complete document has been before Tendring Councillors before it 
was put out to the public last year and before that went through the committee processes. A minority of 
Councillors have made disappointing amendments at these meetings which failed when put to the vote. 
Unfortunately those who made the amendments did not listen to advice and did not suggest replacement 
industrial land when proposing deleting the Oasis site. Thus the amendments were in such a form that they 
were bound to fail because the requirement by the Government for sufficient industrial land would not have 
been included and thus the whole plan would have been thrown out of the window had they been passed. This 
plan has already cost the Tendring Public many thousands of pounds and all that would be wasted had the 
current plan not met Government requirements. The public enquiry from the 12th September would not have 
been held. 
 
What do we do now?     I believe the arguments and the strength of opposition, including that of the County 
Council, to the Oasis development is such that the inspector is bound to delete it from the plan and insert other 
land to take its place. We cannot be complacent though and therefore need to ensure that a good case is 
made before the inspector. So do join in with the Bromley, Frating and Little Bentley Councils if you have a 
registered objection. 
 
Robert Taylor  District Councillor  
for Great Bentley 
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QUIZ TIME 
 
Our feathered friends. The answers to the cryptic clues are all 
well known birds. E.g. Rotate a pebble Answer - Turnstone. 
 
Questions  
1 Nasty throat complaint (6) 
2 Happy dog does this (7) 
3 Golden tool (12) 
4 Cheat or fleece (4) 
5 Gloat or brag (4) 
6 Boy’s name (6) 
7 Speedy (5) 
8 Seen on a farthing (4) 
9 Bit of a hill (9) 

10 Stealin’ (5) 
11 Royal angler (10) 
12 She helps Brownies (5,3) 
13 Worn by a hanging judge (5,3)  
14 Blowin’ (6) 
15 Ancient magician (6) 
16 Reef, slip or granny (4) 
17 The cider bird (10) 
18 Sounds like a meat spike (4) 

 
Answers to last months quiz  

 1 Amenable. 16 Handsome. 
2 Makeover. 17 Jackboot. 
3 Suitcase. 18 Keelhaul. 
 4 Football. 19 Lacerate. 
5 Raindrop. 20 Keepsake. 
6 Browbeat. 21 Ladybird. 
7 Antelope. 22 Mainstay. 
 8 Deadlock. 23 Paleface. 
 9 Brandish. 24 Fireside. 
10 Eggshell. 25 Carefree. 
11 Evermore. 26 Bulldoze. 
12 Farewell. 27 Bonehead. 
13 Goldfish. 28 Cashmere. 
14 Goodwill. 29 Billhook. 
15 Hallmark. 30 Tailcoat. 

19 Food in the meadow (9) 
20 Badge of precious metal (9)  
21 Do this to drink (7) 
22 A miner bird (4,3) 
23 Angry William (9) 
24 Evening storm (11) 
25 Gossip about a pebble (9)  
26 Aerial fun (7) 
27 Grumble (6) 
28 Digger( (8) 
29 Again Whittington (4) 
30 Flies with a paper tail (4)  
31 Pastime (5) 
32 Musician on the beach (9)  
33 Pickpocket (6) 
34 Cringe or flinch (5) 
35 A winch (5) 
36 Goes before pint or clock (6) 
 

Good response to last 
month’s effort 
 
First out of the hat for the 
fiver was 
 
Angela Jerman  
of Pine Close 
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 Sauces for summer 
To quote Elizabeth David, my favourite cookery writer, “butter, cream, eggs, wine, olive oil, fresh herbs; these are 
the ingredients which make the sauce, whether intricate or primitive, for summer food. A few fresh herbs and a 
little butter or olive oil, or an egg and a lemon, or perhaps a cupful of stock and a shilling’s worth of cream well 
seasoned and carefully mixed will make little sauces which will turn the salads, vegetables, fish and meat of 
every day into fresh and original dishes”.  
 This was written back in1955, so I’m not sure how much “a shilling’s worth of cream” would be now and 
coming to think of it, that sounds dreadfully extravagant for 1955. Moreover, notice that pasta is not included in 
the list, back in the gastronomic dark ages of the 50s pasta was not the ubiquitous dish it is now (it came in tins 
with Heinz written upon them and was drowned in sweet tomato sauce).  Nor is there any mention of garlic, 
which back then, was nasty smelly stuff eaten by foreigners. However, as ever, David has caught the essence of 
summer sauces for in the above passage there is a sense of freshness and delicacy, the idea that the sauce 
should be of the moment, almost spontaneous, as it were. Certainly, if the weather is fine the cook does not want 
to be spending hours in the kitchen sweating over complicated sauces. 
 What follows then, are a few ideas, rather than actual recipes – and perhaps something to act as a 
springboard for one’s own imagination.  
 
Having said that, I will start by giving a recipe for mayonnaise, as it is such a popular sauce for the summer 
months, the recipe has appeared before in this column, but to remind you: for four people allow 2 egg yolks, 
about 200-300ml of olive oil (the amount of oil the eggs will absorb is variable), a little French mustard (optional), 
a good squeeze of lemon juice, salt and pepper. Place the egg yolks in a bowl add a little salt and the mustard, if 
using. Stir the eggs for a minute then start adding the oil, stirring all the while, drop by drop at first, making sure 
the oil has been absorbed by the eggs before adding another drop. Do not rush, this process takes time. As the 
mixture starts to thicken, the drops can be added at a faster rate and eventually as a slow stream. 
 If the mixture becomes too thick to work, add a little of the lemon juice or even a little water, but remember 
the mayonnaise should be thick enough to cling to the spoon in a thick blob when the latter is lifted out of the 
bowl, it can be thinned down later, if necessary. Finish the sauce by adding the lemon juice and checking the 
seasoning. 
 
Variations 
For an Aïoli add 2-3 cloves of pounded garlic with the eggs yolks, before the oil is added then proceed as above. 
For a potato salad the mayonnaise needs to be thinned with a little milk or cream, it defiantly needs the mustard 
and I always think the addition of finely chopped chives is a good one. 
 
To lighten the mayonnaise, a stiffly whipped egg white can be folded into the sauce just before serving. This is 
good with cold salmon. 
 
A couple of teaspoons of horseradish stirred into the mayonnaise with some chopped parsley will make a good 
sauce for a chicken salad or smoked fish. 
 
A cold chicken or a cold loin of veal (if you can source any ‘kind’, i.e. grass fed veal) becomes something quite 
gorgeous when coated with a mayonnaise into which a tin of pounded tuna fish and anchovies plus chopped 
parsley has been incorporated. Go easy on the salt in this case. 
 
A sauce verte can be made adding the leaves of spinach (about 10), watercress (again about 10) and the leaves 
stripped from 3-4 sprigs of tarragon and parsley. The leaves should be blanched in boiling water for about 3 
minutes, then cooled, squeezed quite dry and puréed either in a food processor, or the hard way, by pounding in 
a mortar and pushed through a fine sieve. Stir the purée into the mayonnaise which should turn a very pretty 
green colour. 
 
If the idea of making mayonnaise is all a bit too much, then herb butters are quicker and easier. Just soften some 
good quality unsalted butter add a little lemon juice, season then add finely chopped herbs of choice – basil, 
parsley, tarragon, sorrel, chives, chervil, mint, marjoram, thyme etc. (not altogether, of course, though certain 
mixtures are fine, just experiment).  Garlic butter is also quick and very popular. Herb and garlic butters will keep 
in the fridge for some time and make a useful standby as an instant sauce for grilled food or pasta. My favourite 
is a parsley, shallot and lemon juice butter which is quite fabulous over a grilled steak.  
G.R. 
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HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Thursday 10th August 
Village Hall 

8.00pm 
 

Dennis Thorogood 
History of Colchester Theatre 

 
 

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

 
Our monthly meeting held in the Village Hall on the 28th 
June was most interesting, Susan Long being the 
speaker, her subject “Grannies Attic”.  She had a 
wonderful collection of  some pieces we remembered 
from our childhood. Several members were unwell and 
some on holiday.  A most successful Strawberry tea 
was held at Joye and Adrians on the 17th June making 
a profit of £235.57. 
 It was a beautiful day for the outing to Dunwich 
and Snape - 37 members and friends attended. 
 
Diary of events for August: 
Thursday 3rd   Mystery Tour 
Thursday 17th  Summer Show at Westcliff Theatre 
Wed        23rd  Village Hall 2pm.  How a police dog is 
          trained. 
 
Competition:  A Horse Brass 
 

 

ART CLUB 
 

Tuesday 8th August 

Painting at Great Bentley Green 

 

 

GREAT BENTLEY  
CONSERVATION GROUP 

 

Visit to Colne Point Nature Reserve 

 

Wednesday 2nd August 

Meet at Village Hall at 6.30pm for a lift 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

 

 

W.I. 
 
The July meeting consisted of a car treasure hunt and 
fish and chip supper which was greatly enjoyed by all 
who attended.  Many thanks to Billie and Anne for their 
hours of researching clues around the area in order to 
lead us to our destination, which most of us managed 
to do without too much difficulty!  It was a very well 
organised event and the meal was delicious! 
 We would also like to report we had an excellent 
Coffee Morning and Open Gardens at St Mary’s Farm 
on Friday 14th July - many thanks to Mary Fox for 
allowing us to use her garden and therefore making 
this possible. 
 There will be no meeting in August due to 
holidays but the next meeting, in September, will be 
what everybody needs after an over-indulgent summer 
break!  The speaker will be talking about Healthy 
Eating with Healing Foods.  This will take place on 5th 
September at 8pm and non members are very 
welcome to join us. 
 
 

GARDENING CLUB 
No meeting during August 

 
Autumn Show schedules 

now available - ring 252182 

60+ TENDRING 
 

60+ Tendring has information that will 
appeal to and inform the 60+  

age group. 
 

· Local information for… 
· You 
· Your Parents 
· Your Grandparents 
· Your friends 

 
www.60plustendring .co.uk 



Children’s  Page 
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   Junior Coaching News 

Cricket Club News 
Under 13’s Still 
performing well 
 The under 13s took part in another 
close game at Earles Colne on 
Thursday 13th July.  After a heavy 
defeat early on in the season to the 
experienced Earls Colne team, 
confidence was not at its highest but 
like all the games this season the 
youngsters were full of enthusiasm  

Danny Hunt won the toss and elected to 
bat, a decision that was looking good as 
the opening pair of Mathew Sage-
French (11) and Lee Bennett (9) put on 
a great opening partnership (helped by 
a large number of extra’s from the 
Earles Colne Bowlers) of 50 runs.  This 
was continued with all of the top 6 
batsmen contributing (Kieran Forde 10, 
Lee Hamilton 7) to the final score of 88  
(the teams highest score by far this 
season) for just 6 wickets from the 20 
overs. 

In response Earles Colne got off to a 
great start scoring 33 runs off the first 
two overs, before the Bentley bowlers 
took control keeping the scoring rate 
down and taking wickets.  Lee Hamilton 
and Tom Walker being the pick of the 
bowlers both taking 2 wickets.  Earles 
Colne made the required runs with 6 
overs to spare but lost  6 wickets in the 
process.  This was another good 
performance from the Bentley team and 
things are looking good for next season 
when most of the team will still be able 
to play in the Under 13 League. 

Thanks  again to all the parents who 
provided transport and support, without 
your help things would be a lot more 
difficult.�

Stop Press  -  2nd XI win  

The 2nd XI won the clubs first game of 
the season beating North Sprinfield 
Wanderers by 29 Runs in a closely 
fought game.  Jo Fowler (aged 12) was 
the hero of the hour taking 3 wickets 
for just 14 runs with dad Rod mopping 
up the tail end for a great victory.  

A Quick Explanation of 
Cricket!!   With the increase in 
interest in the game of cricket (mainly 
due to the success of the national team 
against the Aussies last year) we have 
seen an increase in the number of 
spectators on the green.  This is 
absolutely fantastic and we encourage it 
whole heartedly.  We do however 
understand that the game is very 
complicated and not all the spectators 
fully understand the game.  To make 
things easier I have found an explanation 
on the internet that will help you 
understand the game and enable you to 
enjoy the finer points.  

CRICKET (As explained to a foreign visitor)                                
You have two sides, one out in the field, and 
one in.  Each man that's in the side that's in 
goes out, and when he's out he comes in, 
and the next man goes in until he's out. 
When they're all out, the side that's out 
comes in, and the side that's been in goes 
out, and tries to get those coming in, out. 
Sometimes you get men in, and not out.  
When both sides have been in and out, 
including the not outs. 
That's the end of the game. 
Hope that has cleared things up for 
you…… look forward to seeing you all on 
the green. 

Great News   Pete Bodily has 
just passed his level 1 
coaching assessment at 
Hutton….this means that we 
now have 3 qualified coaches 
but are still looking for help 
on a Thursday evening.  
Anyone who feels they have 
the energy to assist the 
coaches with the sessions 
should make themselves 
known to Pete or Neil.  We 

are not only looking for 
helpers with the coaching but 
also looking for people with 
administration skills who can 
help us keep track of all the 
children and ensure they are 
registered and collected by 
their parents at the end of 
each session. 

Presentation Night  
The presentation night will 
be held at  Bentley Country 
Park on Saturday 28 
October 2006.  More news 
to follow. 

Games in 
August 
1st Team 

SUN 30 JULY - GOSFIELD (A) 

SUN 13 AUG GT TOTHAM (A) 
SAT 19 AUG - ARDLEIGH (H) 
SUN 20  - CHAPPEL (H) 
SUN 27 AUG  - EA GREEN (A) 
2nd Team 
SUN  6 AUG - COPFORD(H) 
SAT 12 AUG - ABBERTON (H) 
SAT 19 AUG - ARDLEIGH (A) 
SUN 27 AUG  - LT BARDFIELD (H) 
U 13’s 

TUES 15 AUG - GT BROMLEY (A) 

(2 Matches still to arrange against 
Kelvedon) 

--------------- 
 

Membership renewal: 
Membership renewal is 
now due for the 2006/7 
period. The cost of mem-
bership is still the same : 
Playing Membership £25 
Social Membership  £5 
Junior Membership £2 
Please check your name 
on the list of Members 
New Members Welcome  

Results 
First Team  
Gt Boxted - Lost by 5 Wickets 
Gt Boxted - Lost by  40 runs 
Shalford - Postponed 
Second Team  
N.Springield - Won by 29 
Runs 
Gt Boxted - Lost by 9 Wickets 
Gt Boxted - Lost by  8 Wick-
ets 
U 13’s 
Earls Colne - Lost by 4 Wickets 
Mistley - Lost by 189 Runs 
Detailed results and match re-
ports can be seen on the club  
website  at: 
www.gbcc.play-cricket.com 
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West Africa by motorbike 
 
 
So – it’s back down to earth with a bump. Not the 
same sort of bumps I’ve got used to during my 7500 
miles of motorbike riding across North West Africa – 
many of which drew blood and sapped my energy! 
No this was a different sort of bump altogether – it 
was the realisation that my bike was no longer where 
I’d parked it the night before. A man with a van and 
some bolt croppers had helped himself during the 
night! Having ridden all that way through some of the 
poorest countries in the world and not had the dregs 
of a water bottle stolen, my first night away from 
home back in Blighty and some low-life thief has got 
my bike! 
 My travels began on a chilly March morning by 
a landfill site off the A1. Snow was forecast and I 
couldn’t help but wonder why I’d taken leave of my 
senses and decided to do this. But after lots of 
bimbling on the bikes and fond farewells to Sarah 
and the kids, we were on the road and heading 
south (apart from the Frenchman in our group who 
turned north onto the A1 – that bodes well for the 
Sahara, we thought!). And so, by ferry to Bilbao in 
northern Spain, and down towards Algeciras in the 
south. No trip would be complete without the 
traditional breaking down in the coldest highest 
snowiest mountains we went through – 24hrs of 
wearing every item of clothing I’d brought with me! 
 Arriving in Africa felt like the trip was really 
starting. Morocco was full of contrasts – from 
scorching heat to freezing snow, lush verdant valleys 
to dusty streets, rich red soils to mile upon mile of 
sand! We practiced our riding in sand techniques 
down near the Algerian border at Riseni – my first go 
in sand. Endless falls and buried back wheels later, I 
was wondering how on earth I was going to cross 
the Sahara. Why, oh why had I practiced at home in 
a muddy field and not on Point Clear beach! 
(Probably because the noisy motorbikes annoy me 
when I’m sailing – oh what double standards!) 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 After heading further south through Western 
Sahara, we crossed the border into Mauritania – an 
interesting border crossing – not for the faint 
hearted! The few miles of “no man’s land” is 
basically sand covered in a maze of tracks and the 
odd sign advising you not to stray from the correct 
path as you are passing through a minefield! I’d 
recommend a guide! Once in Mauritania the Sahara 
crossing starts. It’s easy to see why the Tuareg 
tribesmen have hundreds of names for sand (I think I 
invented a few new unrepeatable names for it when I 
landed face first). One minute you can be on firm 
stuff and then for no good reason your back wheel 
sinks and you’re fishtailing wildly. However it wasn’t 
too long before my confidence improved and I was 
able to make good progress (with more confidence 
and greater speed comes more painful though less 
frequent falls!) 
 It always amazed me how crossing a border 
changed things – the people, the climate, the 
scenery, the geography, - even the smells. Crossing 
into Senegal was no exception – going from an 
Islamic State that was largely desert and one of the 
poorest five countries in the world to a colourful 
vibrant place, with beautiful people, tropical fruits, 
music – and even roads! My highlight here was the 
chaos of the Atlantic beach in St Louis, where fish 
are brought in through the waves to waiting donkey 
carts and then charged along the beach to waiting 
lorries – ready to fly fish to London and Europe. 
 From Senegal, we headed east into Mali – 
another very poor country made up largely of desert. 
It’s main claims to fame are the mosque in Djenne, 
which is the largest mud building in the world and a 
quite extraordinary place, Timbuktu (or is it 
Tombouctou?) with it history of salt trading down the 
Niger River, Tuareg camel caravans (amazingly 
these still exist – we came across one in the desert), 
and lastly the Dogon valley with it’s extraordinary 
history and mud/cave dwellings. It was such a 
difficult ride to get here that I drank all my water on 
the first day – and had to risk the well water from 
then on – but thankfully was fine! These places, for 
me, made Mali the most exciting and interesting 
country. 
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So finally we headed south again, and into the 
vibrant Burkina Faso and on to Ghana – the first 
English speaking country on the trip, and equatorial 
rainforest rather than desert (red mud instead of red 
sand!). After an interesting break at the Mole game 
park where we walked with elephants, it was down to 
the coast for a couple of days R&R before coming 
home. The coast is steeped in our dark and 
shameful history – visiting Elmina Castle where 7 
million black Africans were “processed” for onward 
travel as slaves – sold by Europeans to the 
Americas – was an evocative experience. 
 So – highs and lows? Lessons learnt?  Well 
two months off work riding a motorbike is always 
going to be a bit of a high, but there is something 
satisfying about achieving something that’s 
physically and emotionally challenging. Having some 
time and space to myself was a treat, too. But seeing 
how people live and cope in different places and 
environments was far and away the most inspiring 
and humbling experience. Meeting 12 year old 
children who were so excited that their village was 
paying for them to be the first child in that village to 
be educated – determined that they would make the 
most of every opportunity that arose, and not put out 
by the fact they only got home for one week per 
year. Seeing people with very little sharing whatever 
they had with people who had even less – because 
without that kindness there was no social security to 
keep people alive. These are the lessons that will 
particularly stay with me. 
 Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who donated 
some money to MAG (the Mines Advisory Group), 
who work hard throughout Africa training people to 
clear minefields and helping re-habilitate children 
who have been the unfortunate victims of mines. The 
sooner the west wakes up to the misery these 
indiscriminate weapons cause, and stops producing 
and selling them, the better. 
 
Mathew Hunt 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 
Judges marks 

 
Noticeboards  
Information 6  
Condition 4 

Playing field   10 Excellent 

Children’s Playground  10 Good facilities. 
     Good range of play 
     equipment 

Village Hall   10 Excellent facility 

Churchyards & Chapel 10 Parish Church. 
     Well kept & lovely 
     surroundings. 
     Good informative 
     notice board 

War Memorial  10 Well kept 

Village Greens & Commons 10 Excellent 

Village Shops  8 

Public Houses  8 

Village School  9 Good external 
     appearance.  Well 
     kept. 

Seats & benches  9 Lots all over - 
     well kept 

Commercial/Business 
Premises   8 

Litter Control & 
provision of litter bins Excellent 
 

********************** 
 

Great Bentley is to me …. 
 

Here I sit in view of the four oaks and my own, 
Here I sit in the beautiful garden of my Great Bentley 
       home. 
 
Great Bentley the village which I have taken to my 
heart, 
Great Bentley the great community of which I am now a 
part. 
 
Here I sit with proud oaks and green all around me, 
Here I sit in the village with people which astound me. 
 
They give their all to help you if you give your all to 
become a part, 
And that is just one reason why Great Bentley is now in 
my contented heart. 
 
Anon 
 



        
   East Anglia House 
        
   12-34 Great Eastern Street 
        
   London EC2A 3EH 

 
 
 
 
Dear Residents of Great Bentley village, 
 

Re:  Proposed renewal and upgrade of Great Bentley Level Crossing, as part 
of the Colchester-Clacton Infrastructure Renewals P roject 

 
Your Parish Council has kindly arranged an open meeting for you on 3rd August 2006 (7.00pm at the 
Methodist Church Hall), to allow Network Rail to explain the nature of this railway project to you and in 
particular proposals to renew and upgrade Great Bentley Level Crossing.  Ahead of this meeting I wanted to 
very briefly explain the proposals to you all, as follows: 
 
Network Rail is planning to invest £78 million over the next three years to completely replace and modernise 
the railway signalling systems that safely control trains on the railway lines from Marks Tey to Colchester and 
from Colchester to Walton-on-the-Naze and Clacton-on-Sea.  The existing signalling systems are more than 
forty years old and are at the end of their effective working life.  This is a significant investment in the future of 
these railway lines and will result in a more reliable service for rail passengers. 
 
As part of these resignalling works it is proposed to fully renew and upgrade all seven of the level crossings 
which are currently gated and manually operated by a crossing keeper, including that at Great Bentley railway 
station.  It is proposed for these to be replaced by full barrier crossings manually operated by railway staff.  
These will be similar to those currently in operation nearby, at Ardleigh, Hythe and East Gates (in Colchester).  
The railway staff controlling the renewed level crossings will be based at the main signal box at Colchester and 
will use closed circuit television cameras to safely control and monitor each crossing. 
 
Full barrier level crossings have a very good safety record.  There are 373 such level crossings in use within 
the UK.  They are also entirely suitable for busy locations such as Great Bentley and are the type of modern 
road level crossing that provide the highest overall levels of protection to pedestrians, road users, trains and 
railway staff.  HMRI (Her Majesty’s Railway Inspectorate) have fully endorsed the use of these crossings in 
these locations. 
 
I look forward to meeting you on 3rd August, when we will have an opportunity to explain these proposals in 
rather more detail, and answer any questions you may have.  This will include full details of how the proposed 
new level crossings operate, their safety features and descriptions of the road lights, audible alarms, lighting, 
anti-trespass measures and increased footpath widths etc. that form part of these crossings.  We will also 
describe other aspects of the project, such as the proposed road re-alignment works and changes of road 
priorities at Thorrington which may also indirectly benefit Great Bentley. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Garry England 
Project Manager for Resignalling 
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NETWORK RAIL 
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John Moss 01206 252182 

Could you get a train into Clacton or Colchester and 
walk round a few Churches?  If so why not join us on 
Saturday 9th September and take part in the ride 
and stride event.  Extra cyclists are always welcome.  
If you do not like the thought of riding alone we 
would be glad of your company on the day.  So 
come on - get in touch with me for a sponsor form 
and enjoy a few hours cycling through our lovely 
countryside. 
 
John Moss 01206 252182 

COUNTY & WESTERN DANCE 
 

Great Bentley Village Hall 
 
Saturday August 12th  
with Luke and Jody 
 
8pm to 11pm 
 
No bar or food 
bring your own 
 
£5.00 on the door 

BARGAIN HUNTERS PLEASE READ ON 
 

I am arranging a village Garage/Yard sale.  This will 
involve many houses in Aingers Green selling all sorts of 
items.  It will start on the same day as the Village Show 
and continue the next day. 
 Each house taking part will display balloons on 
their drive. Those of you who have not yet decided to join 
in can still do so, it costs nothing to set up and should be 
great fun, and we may even make some money.  Please 
read the advert below and call Marion on 01206 251996 
if you need more information. 
 See you all there ….. Marion 
 

 

GARDEN PARTY 
QUENBY RESIDENTIAL HOME 

 
Saturday 5th August 

from 1pm 
 

Barbecue:  Raffle: Jam & Cake Stall 
and other various stalls 

 
Jazz Band 

Bouncy Castle 
 

Try some Indian Cuisine 

SPONSORED 
RIDE & STRIDE 

 
SATURDAY 9th  SEPTEMBER 

 
10.00 - 6.00pm 

 
Walk or cycle round Essex and 

East London churches to raise money 
for your church or chapel 

and the Friends of Essex Churches 
 

HELP PRESERVE OUR HERITAGE 
 

Local organiser 

GARAGE/YARD SALES 
AINGERS GREEN 

 
SATURDAY 2ND AND 

SUNDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 
 

10AM—4PM 
 

SAES AT MANY DIFFERENT HOUSES 
 

BARGAINS GALORE 
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BRIGHTLINGSEA IN 2006  
 

Now what was the railway track from Wivenhoe, and 
once went over the river at Alresford is now a 
delightful walk from Batemans Tower.  Sea, ships, 
yachts and barges on one side, East Mersea in the 
distance.  On the other side Brightlingsea National 
Nature Reserve. 
 It is one of our favourite haunts.  The song of 
many birds, the colours of the wild flowers add to its 
charms. 
 I recommend that you obtain the booklets 
 
“In and Around Brightlingsea!” and “Brightlingsea 
2006”. 
 
Most retailers have them and the trail leaflet from the 
Promenade Café is also available.  These will cover 
every aspect of Brightlingsea as it is today and still 
developing.  Enjoy your visit. 
 
Eve Parratt 
 
 

PARENTING IT’S A PUZZLE! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Being a parent isn’t always easy.  
 
· Have you spare time on your hands and want to 

help a local family? 
· Could you volunteer for two hours a week and 

give any of the above to a family and support 
them through a difficult time. 

· Be part of it - help put the puzzle back together. 
 
Call us now for a friendly informal chat and an 
information pack:  01206 865349. 
 

Home-Start Colchester working with rural 
communities.  

 

Hello Readers, 
 
 This is my first opportunity to introduce myself.  I know 
that Sgt Andy Hastings has published a previous article 
informing you all of who your points of contacts are for the 
village of Great Bentley. 
 A number of you have already met PCSO Sarah Filer 
and so far the welcome she has received has been great.  
Sarah is based at Weeley and is responsible for the village.  
Sarah can be contacted to deal with most queries within the 
village from abandoned vehicles to nuisance youths.  If 
Sarah feels that it is an issue that she will not be able to deal 
with in her capacity, then she will pass details onto me. 
 A little about me then.  At the moment a majority of 
you have never heard of or seen me before and with the 
introduction of PCSO Filer even less so.  I have served with 
Essex Police for the last 9½ years, all within the Tendring 
area.  I started in Clacton and served there from 1997 to 
2001. I moved to Brightlingsea and have been there ever 
since.  I am currently on the new community policing team; 
within this my role is the point of contact for Great Bentley.  
This means when I am on duty all incidents that occur within 
the ward of Great Bentley or any ongoing issues that arise 
should be dealt with by me.  Questions will be asked like ‘we 
never see you’!  I try as much as my time permits me, to 
patrol and be in the area of Great Bentley, although I am still 
required to cover other areas if the point of contacts or beat 
officers are not on duty, this area covers from Brightlingsea/
St Osyth right across to Walton and neighbouring villages. 
 I am seeking the cooperation from you, the readers, to 
inform us of any problems or concerns you may have.  The 
contact numbers for both Sarah and I are published in the 
front page of the magazine.  So far I have had little contact 
from anybody on the mobile phone. 
 This brings me to the monthly policing article; I am 
open for suggestions regarding what information you require.  
Be it facts and figures or a general overview of what has 
occurred over the past months. 
 For the month of June we have been very busy.  The 
Carnival came to the village and all in all it went well.  Two 
offences of assaults have been brought to my attention, 
which are being investigated, two diesel thefts from 
farmyards, damage caused at the railway station, which 
resulted in one male being arrested. 
 Please can I ask with regards to the diesel thefts that 
local businesses and home owners be vigilant and report any 
suspicious vehicles or persons to the police immediately.  
 And on the last note we are now in the time of year 
when the weather has been particularly sunny and hot, 
therefore we are having to leave windows open in order to 
cope with this hot spell.  This also makes it easier for the 
criminals to access your home and help themselves.  If 
possible close all windows before leaving the house and 
make sure nothing valuable is left out on show like house 
keys and vehicles keys.  Make sure they are kept out of 
sight.  In recent burglaries in the Tendring area items stolen 
have been vehicle keys and house keys.  I cannot stress 
enough - if you see anything suspicious contact us, if we do 
not know about it we cannot act upon it!   
Take care. 
 
P.C. Andy Hughes 
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BEATING THE BOUNDS  
 

 Lomov:     The Volvyi meadows are mine. 
 Natalya:   That’s not true.  They’re ours. 
 Lomov:      They’re mine.  The meadows are MINE! 
   “The Proposal”, Anton Chekhov 
 
Boundary disputes are as common today as they were in 
Russia and elsewhere in the nineteenth Century.  The 
disturbing news of the renewed flare up of disputes over 
Borders in the Middle East makes uncomfortable reading.   
Why, even this month, the Diocese of Chelmsford has had 
recourse to the Land Registry to settle a 
“misunderstanding” over the exact boundary of our own St. 
Mary’s Church.  But back in the time that Chekhov was 
writing about in his comic skit, there was no Land Registry 
to consult; no accurate maps either, so it was up to the 
local communities to settle disputes about who owned 
what and where one Parish finished and the next one 
began.  So, if the Overseers of Great Bentley received a 
request for assistance from a poor resident who lived very 
close to the Border with Thorrington, they wanted to be 
very sure that they were not paying out good money for 
someone that should be supported by Thorrington.  
Borders could change as land ownership changed.  The 
Lord of the Manor might have accepted a property as part 
payment for a loan from a neighbour; a parcel of land 
might be the subject of a marriage settlement between two 
families; the course of a stream may have altered over the 
years.  So it was necessary every so often for the Parish 
Officers to determine the extent of their responsibility by 
perambulating around the boundary and marking fences, 
trees and other features for all to see.  This process was 
known as Beating the Bounds since the markings were 
made by lacerating the bark of trees or bushes etc. by 
beating them with Willow wands.  Traditionally it was the 
Bell-ringers and the Choir who would accompany the 
Overseers and the younger members of the procession 
would be “bumped” on the highway or “dunked” in the 
stream as a reminder of certain strategic points of the 
boundary for next time.  A suitable interval was set at 
seven years. 
 But two hundred years ago in 1805, the first 
Ordnance Survey maps became available upon which the 
boundaries were clearly marked so the necessity for 
Beating the Bounds by the local people became less 
necessary.  Then, some years later in 1835, the Reform of 
the Poor Law Act combined groups of parishes into a 
larger administration and so the District of Tendring 
Hundred was formed, relieving the individual parishes of 
their responsibility to the poor and destitute.  Beating the 
Bounds ceased to be an important political undertaking 
and became instead a pleasant recreational tradition every 
seven years. 
 In Great Bentley, the tradition seems to have died 
out in the 1870’s but was revived by Mr Leonard Newman 
in the 1930’s, an event he reviewed in his “History of Great 
Bentley”.  Then there is another gap until we started again 
in 1978 and have continued every seven years since then.  
In olden times, the walk was always done on Rogation 
Sunday and the party would pause under a convenient 
Oak Tree to hear the Vicar read the Gospel for the day 
and give a Blessing of the crops for the forthcoming 
Season.  The tree became known as the Gospel Oak.   

However, in view of the fact that the fields are already in 
full production by Rogationtide nowadays, the event has 
been moved to the Autumn when the harvest is safely in 
and the fields can be walked without damage to the crops. 
 So we set out once again on Saturday 23rd 
September and, as in previous years, the walk will be 
taken in five sections so if you feel unable to manage the 
entire 14-mile circuit, there will be transport to and from 
the village to each rest point.  Gordon Black has agreed 
once again to transport us on a farm cart (or two) at 
9.30am from the Red Lion to the starting point at Swallows 
Row.  From there we walk over the fields and up to High 
Barns on the A133 and proceed West with a few 
incursions inland to a point West of Manheim Car 
Auctions.  Then we turn South to finish our first and 
longest section at Frating Abbey, where the house 
straddles the Boundary so that one of our party must ask 
the owners, Mr and Mrs Harvey for permission to go 
through the house and out of the dining room window!  
They have not been known to refuse and Coffee will be 
available in the Conservatory.  South again and we follow 
the Brook past Saltwater Bridge and on to Cottage Farm 
where, courtesy of Mr and Mrs Dufficy, we rest under the 
big tree for our lunch break.  We must leave very promptly 
in order to reach the head of the Creek at High Tide where 
Michael Turner will be waiting in his boat to board two or 
three Beaters down the Creek to Flag Wharf, following the 
boundary whilst the rest of us walk along the bank and up 
through the Country Park to meet up again at the foot of 
Deadman’s Hill.  Now the Boundary follows the road as far 
as Kellands Farm where we branch off through the fields 
again to meet Straight Road and along Wick Road past 
Moines Farm and on to Coppice Farm for a tea break 
hosted by Michael White and Pam Stephens.  Only one 
section to go now so its over the fields again, pausing at 
the Gospel Oak to hear the Gospel read by the Vicar.  A 
few more fields now then over the railway line and zig-zag 
route brings us back to our starting point at Swallows Row 
where Gordon will be waiting to transport us back to the 
village, tired and weary but hopefully exhilarated by the 
accomplishment of having circumambulated the Parish 
and seen much of the countryside not normally available 
to us. 
 In order that you should not need to carry 
refreshments with you, Mrs Chris Aplin has kindly agreed 
to make up packed lunches and arrange tea and coffee at 
our three stopping points.  But these MUST BE 
ORDERED IN ADVANCE.  You will find a convenient 
order form included with this edition of Parish News which 
must be with Mrs Aplin at Newmays House by Friday 15th 
September.  You pay in advance for the packed lunch, but 
bring some money on the day for tea and coffe, so please 
ensure that you have the correct cash with you before you 
set off.  If it’s a hot day, you might like to take a small 
bottle of water with you too.  Arrangements have also 
been made for the supply of specially embroidered fleeces 
with the Gospel Oak logo and the order form for these is 
also included. 
 So, Villagers of Much Bentley!  Stand by your 
Rights!  Join the Beaters on Saturday 23rd to secure the 
Boundary of our territory and show those foreigners from 
Thorrington, Frating, Little Bentley, Weeley and Toosey 
that they needn’t come begging in OUR Parish ! 
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GREAT BENTLEY YOUTH FOOTBALL CLUB 
 
Well I’ve just recovered from carnival day and then our first local schools football festival on Sunday.  I thought the 
day went brilliantly, we had a lot of children, many playing their first football games on the Green, they all seemed 
to enjoy themselves and applied themselves to the games in an excellent manner. 
 The planning seemed to come off well, all the hard work prior to the event came together to provide an 
excellent day.  I have many people to thank for their help on the day, Tim Carney who was a scorer par excellance, 
Kevin Lee for ingenious selling of raffle tickets, Paul Hollidge, Vanessa Clark, Debbie Hesketh (although she did 
walk off with £50!) as well as all the coaches at the club who gave up their whole Sunday to make sure things went 
to plan. Not only that but we finished in time for the England game, more credit all round. 
 We’ve had some great feedback from many parents and schools and we will look to do a similar event again 
next year maybe with more schools.  It was good to see a number of the children who played on Sunday attend the 
Wednesday training session.  Hopefully they will continue to come. 
 Earlier this month we found out that we had been awarded Essex FA’s Charter Mark Club of the year.  
Everyone at the club is delighted with this, not only haven’t we been running for a full year yet we’ve only had 
charter standard for a few months, we didn’t even nominate ourselves. I think everyone involved at the club should 
get a massive pat on the back as this just shows that we must be doing things in the manner in which the FA think 
they should be done. 
 We’ve been very busy this month, on Monday the 26th (yes the day following the football festival) Cliff and I 
dragged our weary bodies down to Stanway for the Colchester and District Youth League AGM to see whether we 
would be voted into the league.  Although Cliff truncated his speech we did put a good account of ourselves 
forward and the other league clubs voted us into the League for next season, for this we are very thankful. 
 However, the hard work starts now, we have entered an Under 8, an Under 9 and an Under 14 team.  We 
have to get our head around all the rules (and fines!) and start getting players signed on.  It seems that this will 
involve getting passport photos of the children for the registration.  We are starting to get our heads around all this 
(none of us have done this before) and will be in contact with some parents soon to make sure that you are happy 
that your child is involved in the league. 
 We are planning to hold our club AGM on the 2nd August and will combine this as a parents evening.  It 
would be good if you could spare a couple of hours to come and see how we do things, we will then open up the 
meeting to you so that you can ask any questions of the committee, raise any concerns or just provide us with 
some feedback.  We are hoping that it will be a constructive and useful evening and we look forward to seeing you 
there.  The meeting will start at 8pm in the Football Club. 
 Our summer break will be from the 29th July to the 19th August,  that means the last Saturday training will be 
on the 22nd July and on the 26th for Wednesday nights.  We will start again on Wednesday the 23rd August and 
Saturday 26th August. 
 Thanks, 
  Scott 
Contacts 
Scott Young 07762 572035 scott.young2@tesco.net      Cliff Warder  cliff@thewarders.com  
 
 
 
 

LYNDA MCWILLIAMS  
 
In May last, the latest resignation from the Parish Council took place.  The resignation of Lynda is a serious blow to 
the running of the Council.  She had been on the Parish Council for almost 15 years following in her father’s 
footsteps.  Parish Council operations have moved tremendously since the late 80s and the one person who 
willingly took on the new work required by Council was Lynda.  In her years as Chairman everything that she 
undertook was meticulously completed.  Any grants available to Council were searched out by Lynda and applied 
for with very few failures.  She also visited many groups in the village so she was aware of the thoughts of various 
people.  She also instigated the setting up of the Parish Website and had instant contacts with most organisations 
including the Police, Highways Department and Rural Community of Essex, to name but a few.  She made the 
office of Chairman an unpaid full time job.  If she had a failure it was trying to please everyone -  an impossible 
task.  Fifteen years of service was signalled at the last Parish Council meeting by a short thanks from the Chair and 
this seem so inadequate when one knows the quality of the person concerned.  I am sure that all past members of 
the Parish Council will join me in thanking Lynda for all her hard work in the past for the village and wish her well in 
any new challenge she undertakes.  The village is the loser! 
 
Michael J. Dorling 
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HISTORY SOCIETY: AN ESSEX-AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION 
 
The fascinating story of an Essex village told by local members Mark and Rosemary Roberts at the History Society’s July meeting 
might easily have been given one of any number of titles, so wide was the variety of material that it was able to encompass.  But the 
main feature was a correspondence over many years between brothers, one in Essex and one in Sydney. 
 The background of the story and the material they presented was intriguing in itself, and came to light in Mark and Rosemary’s 
preparation of a history of the village where she was raised, Paglesham, in South Essex.  Lying between the Rivers Crouch and 
Roach, the village was, like many of those set in amongst such coastal inlets, a haven for smuggling and Rosemary was raised in 
“Cupola House”, the cupola (roof dome) of which had been the lookout point for boats and more pertinently, the excise men.  The 
Browning family who originally owned it had been renowned as smugglers.  This house and some of the finds therein formed the 
second half of the talk. 
 The first section presented by Mark revealed, if anything, an even more amazing collection of documents from the Wiseman 
family archive.  Paglesham’s other main source of revenue besides smuggling was oysters, reared in the pits or “layings” in the 
marshes since 1504, the earliest date known for them as far as village is concerned; it was in this trade that the Wisemans made their 
mark. 
 After presenting the family tree and pictures of the village, Mark concentrated on the two members of the family through whom 
so much of its history has been revealed.  These were Charles, the eldest, and Fred, the youngest, of the offspring of James 
Wiseman, a major oyster grower and merchant.  Born in 1811, Charles decided at 18 on the birth of his brother, Fred, and with his 
father still very active, that there was little for him at home and he set upon a career at sea, the whole of which the Roberts have 
traced through the Greenwich Maritime Museum’s records, and letters from him on all his boats are part of the family archive. 
 He settled finally in Sydney in 1839 where he built up his shipping trade.  On the death of their father in 1856, Charles and 
Fred came to an amicable arrangement over the oyster business, Fred running things completely in England but sharing the profits 
with Charles.  It is at this point, however, that an amazing and regular two-way monthly exchange of fraternal letters began and 
continued until Charles's death in 1873, when Fred’s 190th letter was on its way to him.  They give a vivid picture of the men’s lives 
and businesses over that period.  The letters from both sides are all preserved. 
 The hoard of documents found at “Cupola House” (now  sadly lacking its cupola), on the other hand, reflect life within the 
Browning/Pettit family.  When Rosemary’s father became a tenant at the farm, they found a box in an attic that contained diaries 
(beautiful and delicate possessions of their one time owners) along with garden catalogues, and many poems and pictures created in 
the period 1840-45.  Like the Wiseman archive they paint a unique portrait of family life at the time. 
 The details of these documents are far beyond the scope of this article but they will soon be available to anyone interested, for 
Mark and Rosemary’s book “Paglesham Natives” (neat pun on the oysters and the local inhabitants) is due to be published in August 
and will cover still wider areas than just those described here.  All profits will go towards restoration of Paglesham’s church where 
many of the Wisemans and Brownings are buried and a window commemorates some of their children.  It should provide a most 
original example of truly local history. 
 
 

GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2006-07 
 

1st Team Friendlies: Sat 15 July   H  Hullbridge Sports 0-3;          Sat 29 July  H  Heybridge Swifts Res;  
    Sat 5  Aug  H  Boxted Lodgers;                   Tues 8 Aug  H  West Suffolk College:   
    Sat 12 Aug  H  Harwich Rangers; 
Border League:  Wed 23 Aug  A  St Osyth;  Sat 26 Aug  H  Little Oakley 
Reverse Friendlies:  Sat 15 July  H  Hullbridge Sports Res 0-6;  Tues 25 July  H  Boxted Lodgers Res;   
    Thurs  27 July   H  Mersea Island Res;  Thurs 10 Aug  A Alresford Res;   
    Tues 15 Aug H St Ives 
Border League:  Sat 19 Aug  A  Sudbury Athletic:  Tues 22nd Aug H  Boxted Lodgers Res. 

A Team Friendlies:  Wed 26 July  H  Colne Star.  More friendlies to be arranged. 

Colchester League:       Sat 2 Sept.  A  Royal London, Amos Cup 
 
As you can see, the 2006-07 season is already under way, so here’s a brief resumé of where the club’s at.   
 The 1st team, having passed all the Border League’s criteria to play in the Premier Division, were duly elected into the top 
division at the League AGM.  We have, therefore, attained Intermediate Status with the Essex County F.A.  The most noticeable 
difference will be the portable dugouts and roped-off pitch on match days.  On the playing side, we will be up against many of our 
closest neighbours, who already compete at this level, e.g. Alresford, Weeley, St Osyth, Gas Rec and Essex University, so there’ll be 
a whole cluster of derby games. 
 The reserves, too, will have a roped-off pitch and dugouts, and, after more than holding their own in Division Two last season, 
they will be aiming for an even higher position this time round. 
 We have a brand new A (third) team, which will play in the Colchester & East Essex League, Division Three.  They will have a 
pitch on the south side of the green and use the cricket pavilion changing-rooms. 
 
Five-a-Side: The annual five-a-side tournament was held on carnival day with twenty teams competing for the Mick Taylor Memorial 
Trophy.  On a perfect day, the eventual winners were Lawford Lads for the second year running.  Congratulations to Julian Coles for 
organising a great day. 
 
June Draw Prizes: 1st No. 2, E. Grayston £50;   2nd No. 150, B. King, £25;    3rd No. 50, S. Tricker £20.   
   The July Draw will take place after the Heybridge game on Saturday 29th July. 
 
As I write, Boxted have turned up for a friendly a week early, not an hour, a week, so I must dash.  The AGM and Awards Night will be 
covered in next month’s issue.  Hell’s teeth! 



MORE VILLAGE OBSERVATIONS 
 

First of all what an excellent last weekend in June.  
With our usual lively Carnival and Fair enjoying some 
super weather a good time was had by all.  Attractions 
to the Carnival Day in recent years is the five-a-side 
competition run by the newly organised Football Club.  
Obviously with so much enthusiasm and ideas pouring 
out of the Club additional progress was bound to 
follow, and this was evident when another five-a-side 
competition for youngsters took place on the Sunday.  
The feedback from outside the village is that this was 
a very well organised competition and more 5-a-side 
youth teams want to take part next time. 
 Another month has passed since our own 
PCSO arrived in Great Bentley at the behest of the 
public.  It will be interesting to see what the public 
make of a year of this new policing policy.  Of course 
the arguments will continue over whether we are 
paying twice or that the normal police presence is now 
less than it was before.  Whatever the outcome I quite 
like seeing this attractive young lady with a bulging 
notebook patrolling our roads and making herself 
known to the public.  Progress has already been made 
in various areas with her input - long may it continue!  
Make your views known via the magazine. 
 News has just come through of a runners up 
position in this years ‘Best Kept Village Competition’.  
Great Bentley competing in the villages of over 2000 
residents was beaten by Rayne.  Well done to those 
who made the efforts to make the village presentable 
to the judges for their two visits! 
 On to the negatives.  The Carnival weekend 
seems to always be taken by a minority of youngsters 
as an excuse to raise hell for a few hours fired 
inevitably by alcohol.  This year was no exception with 
groups of teenagers whooping it up until 2AM.  Some 
of these groups came in by train loaded with plastic 
bags full of cans and bottles and some came from the 
village.  Unfortunately some damage was done to 
fencing, trees and gates on the way back to Larkfield 
Estate, especially via the Green.  This was obviously 
not carried out by visitors!  I understand that our 
PCSO was active in talking to numbers of youngsters 
tipping out alcohol and taking names etc.  Sounds 
good to me! 
 Last month I was taken to task regarding my 
comments on the ‘Bikers’ night on Wednesdays.  This 
subject usually sparks a few letters and certainly 
conversation around the village.  I withdraw the point I 
made of ‘unwanted in the main’ and replace it with 
‘unwanted by many’ and I am glad to hear that they 
are prepared to move sand and buy sweets at 
Tescos!!  However the point I made - about a properly 
organised biker evening would probably be accepted - 
was lost.  I note that the writers of the letters are fairly 
recent arrivals in the village and wonder if there are 
differing views between older villagers and more 
recent arrivals? 
 Perhaps the writers of the letters can explain 
why this group of people can descend on our village 
and take over large areas without invitation and more 
importantly without insurance, without medical cover 

and very importantly without toilet facilities (people’s 
front gardens, beside garages, behind trees etc. is not 
acceptable).  One more important point is that no-one 
asked Parish Council permission for this gathering.  
Before readers reach for their pens and paper all the 
previous mentioned conditions are applied by the 
Parish Council for all functions that take place on the 
Green (a requirement by law).  Great Bentley Village 
Green owes its existence and beauty to the  people of 
the past who have jealously guarded it but have 
always shared this unique piece of land, providing 
people play by the rules.  The rules that govern this 
area are the Common Law Act and the By-laws both 
of which are being ignored on Wednesdays.  One last 
point, a couple of weeks ago and last Wednesday the 
usual amount of bikers arrived.  Complaints were 
made by people from the Birch Avenue Estate that the 
road was almost impassable by the Cricket Pavillion 
because of burger vans and ice cream vans serging 
on to the road.  Tables and chairs had been set out on 
the green.  Also the road by the pond was blocked 
completely by cars and bikes locked up and left.  
Scooters or bikes were reported being ridden through 
the doctor’s car park and out by the play area.  Calls 
to police numbers given to the Parish Council for 
direct contact were unanswered.  A third call to a local 
Police Station was transferred to Chelmsford!!  Result, 
delay and no action.  I am glad to hear the police and 
Parish Council are to get together to discuss the way 
forward with the Wednesday evening event.  I hope 
the discussions will also include other interested 
parties and also that the bikers have a representative 
present, although they always have declined as no 
one wants to take responsibility. 
 I am probably being naïve when I say with 
everyone’s co-operation a solution could be worked 
out quite easily.  Start with the area designated as 
adjacent to the Cricket Pitch with access directly from 
the Heckford Road junction.  No vehicles on the 
cricket pitch area or the pond area.  Facilities are 
organised by the Parish Council.  Donations from 
burger vans, ice cream vans etc. go to the Green 
upkeep.  The cleaning up of the Green would be 
undertaken by the organising group and not left to 
blow all over the Green as a lot of it is now.  The result 
surely being no roads blocked up, access from 
Heckford Road junction much safer, access to the 
Pub, a two minute walk.  Contributions to the Green 
upkeep, the requirements of the law being upheld and 
not forgetting the return of the Cricket Club to the 
youngsters that were using it on a Wednesday before 
the bikers arrived. 
 I hope the writers of last month’s letters take 
this as a positive proposal and everyone writes to the 
Parish Council with their ideas.   
 That’s all for this month as my glass is once 
again half empty - or it is half full this time! 
 
A.R.W.C. 
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TWO MORE PLACE TO TAKE YOUR FRIENDS 
 

COGGESHALL AND MARKS HALL GARDENS 
 
If you are making a day of it go to the gardens first - you 
can stretch your legs and the children can run freely.  It is 
easily found by following the brown signs off the A120.  
There are 100 acres of garden and woodland connected 
by eight miles of footpaths - but you don’t need to do all of 
them!  A must is the large walled garden, recently re-
opened with an impressive Millennium Walk.  It is full of 
flowering plants and has views over a lake at one side.  
These lakes are home to large numbers of geese, ducks 
and swans.  We were there in duckling time.  The shrubs 
and trees are representative of five continents and hidden 
in the woods is an RAF memorial to the men of the 
nearby WW2 airfield.  You’ll like the bridges.  After 
exploring you can return to the visitor centre café in its old 
barn for a light lunch or a cup of tea or coffee. 
 
Marks Hall Gardens are open from April to October every 
day except Mondays, and on Bank Holidays from 
10.30am to 5.00pm.  You pay for the car only £4.20 so it’s 
a good plan to take a car full. 
 
COGGESHALL itself is an ancient wool town, although 
quite a small one.  The A120 used to run through the 
centre, and very congested it became.  Now there is a 
bypass you can park and walk about easily. 
 
 
There are many small shops, the 15th century church of 
St Peter and Vincula, the old Woolpack Inn and the 
weatherboard clock tower to admire.  There is a very fine 
old merchant’s house near the centre.  It is called 
Paycockes and has a wonderful timbered exterior and 
beautiful interior.  Do go and look at it and go inside if it is 
open.  It is owned and run by the National Trust and is 
open some afternoons I include a picture to whet your 
appetite.  The National Trust also owns a very large 
medieval barn situated over the bridge in Little Coggeshall 
in Abbey Lane and this is also open at times.  This lane is 
part of the Essex Way and to the East there is the halfway 
stone - 80 miles to Epping, 81 miles to Harwich - or is it 
the other way round?  Further along this lane Coggeshall 
Abbey ruins are built into a farmhouse and there is an old 
watermill on the River Blackwater.  You can walk right 
through.  Coggeshall is a really attractive, typically Essex 
small town - not to be missed. 

GREEN ISLAND 
 
Now a secret GARDEN, best visited on a Sunday 
afternoon - when delicious homemade cakes are on sale 
in the Studio Café.  You’ll find this one well signed to the 
left as you run into Ardleigh.  It is an oasis of calm 
surrounding the home of professional designer Fiona 
Redmond.  Ten years ago she and her husband moved 
there and, in spite of suffering from M.E. she set about 
creating these imaginative gardens for the future.  The 
whole place is woodland and there are beautiful specimen 
trees dotted about as well as beds full of great masses of 
unusual plants.  Early autumn is when it comes into its 
own full of deep colours and scents.  There is a tree 
house, a Japanese garden and a seaside cottage garden.  
When we went, there were damsel flies busy over the 
water lilies and goldfish in the water garden.  It was a very 
hot day and hidden among the trees to our surprise, were 
members of Great Bentley Art Club producing lovely 
colourful pictures.  Perhaps they will be on show at next 
year’s exhibition.  This year this garden is open 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays 
from 1.00pm to 5.00pm March 1st to October 12th.  
Adults £3, children £1.  Cake only on Sundays! 
 
If you need to know more do phone me on 250145.  I will 
help if I can. 
 
Barbara Tricker 
 
 

BENTLEY GREEN PLAYERS 
 

Just a reminder that there is the read-through of the script 
for our January production on Monday 4th September 
starting at 7.30pm, then the auditions on Monday 11th 
September at 7.30pm in the Vestry at St Mary’s Church.  
All age groups will be made very welcome. 
 
Lynda McWilliams 
 
 

Are you a keen singer  
looking for a Choir? 

 
The Kelvedon Singers  is a Chamber choir, whose 
members are drawn from Essex and Suffolk, directed by 
Christopher Phelps. It meets throughout the year on 
Monday evenings in Coggeshall and performs a wide 
variety of music in many interesting venues. 
(Google ‘Kelvedon Singers’ to find out more) 
 
The choir is looking to recruit a small number of 
tenors and basses . 
Good singing experience and reasonable sight-reading 
are essential.  No auditions, but a probationary period will 
be necessary for the director to view the balance and 
meld of voices. 
 
For Further information contact:  
Celia Edey: Tel: 01376-561288 
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DIARY FOR AUGUST 2006 

 
Tues 1st MOBILE POLICE UNIT,  10-50am-11.45, outside The Plough Inn 

Wed 2nd CONSERVATION GROUP Visit to Colne Point Nature Reserve, p.23 

Thurs 3rd MEETING RE RAILWAY STATION, Methodist Church, p. 19 

Thurs 3rd EVERGREEN CLUB,  Mystery Tour 

Sat 5th GARDEN PARTY, QUENBY RESIDENTIAL HOME,  p.29 

Tues 8th RECYCLING,  Aingers Green 

Tues 8th ART CLUB,  Painting at Great Bentley Green 

Wed 9th FARMERS MARKET, Village Hall, 2-4pm 

Thurs 10th BLOOD DONORS,  Village Hall, 1.30-4pm:  5-7pm 

Thurs 10th HISTORY SOCIETY, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 23 

Fri 11th COFFEE MORNING , Methodist Church Hall, 10am 

Fri 11th RECYCLING,  Great Bentley 

Sat 12th COUNTRY & WESTERN DANCE, Village Hall, p. 29 

Sun 13th E.ESSEX AVIATION SOCIETY OPEN DAY & DISPLAY, p. 16 

Mon 14th MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

Tues 15th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 10.50am-11.45, outside The Plough Inn 

Thurs 17th EVERGREENS VISIT to  Westcliff Theatre 

Tues 22nd RECYCLING,  Aingers Green 

Wed 23rd EVERGREENS, Village Hall, 2pm. 

Fri 25th RECYCLING, Great Bentley 

Fri 25th MAGAZINE COLLATING,  Vestry Room, 9am 

Sat  26/Sun 28th  ST OSYTH FESTIVAL OF THE COUNTRYSIDE  

Thurs 31st BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, 9-1pm 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Sat 2nd Sept GREAT BENTLEY SHOW   

Sat 2/Sun 3 GARDEN/YARD SALES, p. 29 

9th Sept SPONSORED RIDE & STRIDE, P. 29 

9th Sept BARN DANCE, p. 16 

Sat 23rd BEATING THE BOUNDS,  see p. 31 
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