EDITORIAL

Work has started to repair the units on the Plough Road
Industrial Estate which were damaged by fire on the 2nd March.
Many people were unaware that this incident had taken place
and wondered why their electricity supply had been cut off. It
has to be said that the Parish Council meeting that took place
on that evening was, to say the least, unusual! In total
darkness, save for the emergency light, the Assistant Clerk tried
to take notes, whilst two members of the public rallied to shed a
little light on the proceedings with torches retrieved from their
vehicles. Please note that it is business as usual on the
Industrial Estate even for those whose units were damaged.

The footpath along Thorrington Road is now complete and what
a wonderful job the men have made of this project. If only
action could be taken to improve Lufkins Corner before a fatal
accident takes place at this junction. It would appear that there
have been at least another two accidents in as many weeks.

How fortunate we are to have the surgery and pharmacy in our
village. Such a diversity of services are available without the
need to travel to Colchester and Clacton and it really must be
unique for a community of our size. Many people complain
about the National Health Service but when you read in this
month’s Surgery Notes that one in four appointments are
missed it makes you wonder who is to blame for any
shortcomings.

In the February magazine we printed a letter from Mrs Pearson
who we congratulate on the birth of twin daughters. We wish
you and your family all the very best, hope that you are well and
thank you for highlighting the importance of giving blood. There
will be a Blood Donors session at the Village Hall on the 10th
April - full details are included on page 7. Please do consider
going along. It really does not take up much of your time and
you can even make an appointment if you wish. Just think, you
really could save someone’s life.

As time approaches for the Best Kept Village Competition we
are urged to keep Great Bentley looking at its best. | am sure
we all look forward to the daffodils bursting open in some nice
warm sunshine and the promise of a beautiful Spring.

| would like to wish you all a Very Happy Easter.

Mary Maskell

Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the
Editor take responsibility for the information given or views expressed
in the Great Bentley Parish News. Nor is any culpability accepted in
work undertaken by advertisers.

APRIL

2006

Editorial

Vicars Letter ..
Magazine deadline
Church services

St Mary’s Rotas
Thank you/birthdays ..
What's On

Surgery News

Pet’'s Corner ..
Wildlives

April Walks programme
Peter’s Potterings

Gt Bentley School
Quiz

Cookery Corner

Clubs & Organisations
Children’s Page
Cricket Club ..

Parish Council
Football

N

A woN

7117
12
13

14
16
18
19
21
22
23
24/25
26/27
28
32/33

The initial trial of the new Night
Aid System for helicopter landing

before the sunshine has
worked its magic.

See page 29



David’s Deliberations
‘Under two Flags’

Whilst watching the Olympics | was amazed at the skill and incredible daring of skiers who jumping off a ramp
into the sky to summersault and twist several times before landing back onto the snow. The winner of the
event from China rushed over to his fellow countryman and grabbed his national flag and started waving it
furiously for all to see. He was ecstatic with delight in not only winning the event, but was filled with national
pride.

When | was in the Salvation Army band we would march from the open air service back to the Citadel behind
the army flag. It was a flag to let the people know that we belonged to Gods army. One of the marches we
would play was called ‘Under two flags’. A rousing march with several tricky bits for the cornets to play. | often
wondered why it was called under two flags.

Perhaps the answer lies in a chorus we learnt when teaching our children in Sunday school some years later
where it says;

‘The flag flies high from the castle of my heart when the King is in residence there’

In the Salvation Army we were under the army’s banner but also the king of kings. It showed others that Jesus
was in our hearts and we wanted to wave it for Jesus.

Are we ecstatic with delight that Jesus is in residence in our heart that we want to wave the flag for him, | hope
Sso.

Pastor David

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY MAGAZINE
MONDAY 17th APRIL 2006

ALL material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Gree n, 250524

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine”

e-mail: Carole@pncallington.co.uk - Subject: Parish Magazine

The Great Bentley Parish Council website is: www.g  reatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk



ST MARY'S CHURCH

Seekers every Monday during term time -
Church Vestry Room 3.30-4.30pm

Bell Ringing Practice every Monday - 7.30pm
Choir Practice every Thursday - 7.30pm

SUN 2®  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am All Age Sung Eucharist
6.30pm Deanery Celebration at St. Osyth
Mon 3¢ 7.30pm Ecumenical Lent Group in the
Methodist Church
Wed 3"  10.00am Holy Communion
2.15pm Bentley Bears
Thur. 6" 7.30pm Mothers Union in the Vestry Room
SUN. 9"  PALM SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist with the
Procession of Palm and the
dramatic reading of the Passion
Mon 14" 7.30pm Ecumenical Lent Group in the
Methodist Church
Tue 11" 7.30pm Stations of the Cross
Wed 12" 10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Easter Service in The Oaks
THUR 13™ MAUNDY THURSDAY
7.00pm Solemn Sung Eucharist
FRI 14™ GOOD FRIDAY
2.00pm-3.00pm A Service of Meditation at the
Foot of the Cross
SUN. 16" EASTER SUNDAY
7.00pm Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Breakfast
in the Methodist Church
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Easter Eucharist
Mon. 17" 3.30pm No Seekers on Bank Holiday
Wed. 19" 10.00am Holy Communion
Thur 20"  7.30pm Annual Parochial Church
Meeting in the Vestry Room
Fri 21 7.30pm Ladies Supper in the Vestry Room
SUN 23° ST GEORGE'S DAY/EASTER 2
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am All Age Word & Worship Service
Wed. 26" 10.00am Holy Communion
SUN 30" EASTER 3
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am United Benefice Service

GREAT BENTLEY
METHODIST
CHURCH NEWS

We welcome you to worship with us during April.
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.
The leaders of worship are set out below:-

April 2™ Rev Paul Howes

April 9™ Maddy Whittle

April 16™ Rev Ron Redman
April 23™ Eirwen Grenfell-Essam
April 30" Pastor David Bavister

Events in April

Luncheon Club 4™ & 18" April

If you would like to come along to the Luncheon I€lu
please ring 251330 and talk to Brenda. Come and see
if you enjoy the meal and company before you commit
yourself to coming each time. Transport can bengieed
to help those unable to get to the Methodist Church

Coffee Morning Friday 7" April 10am to 12 noon
For Church Funds. Thank you to all who support the
appeal for Ellie May in March when we raised £550.

Churches Together Lent Coursethis continues
each Monday in our Small Hall 7.30pm. each week
until Easter.

Each week the following events are held at our
Church ring these numbers for more information
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431

Junior Adventurers  Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.
For children in school year 3 and older.



SIDESPERSON’'S ROTA

Sunday 2nd April - Lent 5/Passion Sunday

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

Dennis Curry & Sybil Luck
Myrtle Clayton

Sunday 9th April - Palm Sunday

Sidespersons - Donald Walker

Thursday 13th April - Palm Sunday

Sidesperson - Auriol Thornton

Sunday 16th April - Easter

Graham & Auriol Thornton
Maida Brown

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -
Sunday 23rd April - 2nd Sunday of Easter/St George

Sidespersons - Roger & Lynn Carey-Smith

Sunday 30th April - 3rd Sunday of Easter

Linda & Nick Hayes
Graham Thornton

Sidespersons -
Intercessions -

COFFEE ROTA

2nd  Philip & Jean Smith
9th

16th
23rd

30th

Bev Adams
Jean Twyman/Mandy Miles
Ben & Hilary Harris

Luke & Pat Berriman

CLEANING ROTA

1st  Penny Metcalfe
8th
15th
22nd

29th

Auriol Thornton
Nicky Justice
Olive Wright/Chris Aplin

John & Jennie Moss

FUNERALS

6th March
STAN BURNS

MOTHERS’ UNION

It was good to meet on 6th March to pray together
using the intercessions and thanksgivings sent to us
by our linked dioceses overseas and our own
diocese of Chelmsford. Prayer has a great effect on
our lives and that of those for whom we pray
bringing a feeling of unity and understanding. We
can follow the Wave of Prayer calendar in Home
and Family together with three million other
members worldwide bringing us closer to one
another day by day.

On Thursday 6th April Mr Harper is coming to speak
about the work of the Children’s Society; many
people in the parish support this work - we would
like to invite everyone interested to join us at
7.30pm in the Vestry Room; you will be very
welcome.

Do come.

Myrtle Clayton

DEANERY TAIZE SERVICE

Everybody is most welcome at our next Deanery
Celebration Service in St Osyth on Sunday April 2nd at
6.30pm. At the beginning of Passiontide we will focus on
The Cross as we share in a Taizé style service. At the
last service of this kind, held in SS Peter and Paul’s in
the autumn of 2003 many people spoke of their
appreciation of the simple, meditative style that lends
itself to ‘relaxing into closer communion with God’ while
joining together in praise and prayer with others.

If you are familiar with ‘Taizé’ then you will need no
further encouragement to come. If you are not familiar
with the style of worship that comes from the ecumenical
Community of the Reconciliation then do please join us.
We are certain you will not regret coming!

If you require further information please contact:
The Rev'd Martin Flowerdew on 01255 820348 or at the
blacksheep@tinyworld.co.uk.



THANK YOU

| would like to thank Reg Allington of Great Bentley
History Society for all his help in giving me
information for my World War 1l project. You will be
pleased to know that | came in the top four in my
class! The information was very useful.

Thanks again
Hannah Justice

Animal Bedding

Further trips to the animal rescue centres have been
made to deliver the bedding that has continued to
arrive at the house. Your donations of old blankets,
curtains, towels, rugs, covers, duvets and sleeping
bags are much appreciated and all used to directly
improve the welfare of the animals currently being
cared for.

Alan Bishop 23 Cedar Way
Tel: 251702

A very big thank you to all who attended our Coffee
Morning at the Methodist Church on March 3rd and
also for all donations to the ‘Ellie May Trust. We
raised the grand sum of £550.

Our next Coffee morning will be on April 7th 10am -
12 noon for Church Funds.

* Kk %

Thank you for the kind messages of condolence
following the recent loss of my mother Betty. A
special thank you to my neighbours Wendy and
Michael Fitzgibbon for all their support through my
mother’s iliness.

Yvonne Crockford

* Kk %

Frances, Helen and Kay would like to thank
everyone who joined them at the recent party in the
village hall and for all your donations, generosity and
help.

As well as having a great evening we raised the
terrific sum of £588..67 in aid of Breast Cancer Care.

We welcome the new family who have
moved into Barima on the Green and hope
that they enjoy living in Great Bentley

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Happy 50th Birthday
DIANE

Love and best wishes
from
Dave, Gill and Sarah X

Happy 2nd Birthday
MARNI ANN HOOPER
on 16th April
Lots of love

Mummy, Daddy and Austin
XX

Happy 6th Birthday

JESSICA

Love and kisses

Mummy, Daddy,
James and Megan

0,9,0,9,0,0,9,0,0,0,0,0.0,0.0,0,0.9,0.¢



Calendar Girls?

| joined the Gt Bentley Women’s Institute just over a year ago when we moved to the village. | knew
absolutely nothing about the organisation except from what I'd seen on the film Calendar Girls the year before.
Of course, my family thought it was hilarious and comments like ‘a sign of getting old’ and ‘what month are you
going to be in their calendar then?’ were thrown in my direction. 1 let it all bounce off me, thinking rightly that |
could go for a couple of visits and if | didn't like it | needn’t join. After all, | really wanted to belong to village life,
and as | was new here, | needed to meet people. So along came the day of my first meeting. | knew from
the Magazine that it was held in the Village Hall on the first Tuesday of each month at 8pm, so on the due day,
off | trotted. | was rather nervous | must admit and prayed to myself that | wouldn’t get a fit of the giggles when
the ladies sang Jerusalem at the beginning of the proceedings, but much to my surprise, they didn't sing it!
There was another surprise though, even bigger! It was our 3" Birthday Party and a group of Belly Dancers
had come to entertain us!! | couldn’t believe my eyes, mind-boggling (and eye boggling!) entertainment from
various sized ladies (with various sized tummies), all to sultry music. Then we were also treated to a cold
buffet, birthday cake and drinks! What a great first meeting - the WI can't be all that straight laced, | thought!
At the end of the meeting | spoke to Billie, one of the Committee and asked her why Jerusalem wasn't sung.
She said that the Committee decided to drop it (except on certain occasions) in order to try to modernise the
image of W1 and hoped by doing so they would be able to attract a younger membership, which seems to have
worked.

My subsequent visits have all been great and | have been made to feel very much at home. We always
start the meetings with a little bit of business — correspondence from County that needs to be read out, Minutes
of last Meeting etc. but Chris our Chairman keeps this short so that we have plenty of time for the planned
evening event. Our Speakers usually talk until tea/coffee social time at 9ish (a great time to natter!) and we
have a raffle at the end of the evening. Our Programme this year, (which is planned by our Programme and
Social Sub Committee), included our 4™ Birthday Party with live entertainment, Speakers coming to talk on
‘Scrap-booking’, ‘A Wardrobe full of Clothes and Nothing to Wear’, ‘Mastermind’ and ‘Healthy Eating with
Healing Foods’. We also have had a Car Treasure Hunt with fish and chip Supper, a Craft Evening, and a
Christmas Buffet with entertainment. We try to include an outing or two as well! It really is an exciting and
varied programme — something for everyone! In addition to all of this, every member has the opportunity to go
to County meetings and can attend residential courses at Denman College, which belongs to the WI and is
situated in beautiful grounds in Oxfordshire. Courses include craft, dancing, speaking in public, and music
workshops amongst many others.

| have now joined the Committee as Publicity Member and that is why | wanted to tell you all about our
Meetings. We would love to have some more new members, so if you would like to come along but are
worried about ‘just turning up’, | could meet you beforehand. I'm sure you will enjoy the Meeting and soon
have a smile on your face, just like the rest of us! You are allowed three ‘visits’ before joining as a Member.

Our W1 is not just for oldies - all ages attend. We do not knit or make jams and chutneys but we do take
great pride in baking cakes for the Hospice twice a year. We are intelligent, enthusiastic women who like to
have fun and we enjoy interesting programmes and outings.

Oh, by theway ............... we are short of somebody to be Miss September!!!

Liz Harry, Publicity
Tel: 01206 250511

We only moved into Great Bentley in December and already we have been victims of crime. The
name plate from the front of our house has been ripped off and stolen. It was a black oval one with
the name Hamilton at the top and House at the bottom, with yellow/blue flowers in the middle.

| have reported this to the police but there is not much they can do about it. They say that it's likely
to have been done by kids. If anyone has seen this sign can they kindly return it to Hamilton House,
The Green. Thank you.

Natalie Pells and Matthew Self



MOBILE POLICE UNIT

Tuesday 4th April
Tuesday 18th April

10.50am to 11.45am
Outside the Plough Inn

TENDRING COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

HOPPER BUS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
COST £5.50 RETURN

Village Hall 9.37 11.57 15.17
Colchester General 9.58 12.18 15.38

Colchester General 10.15 13.35 15.55
Village Hall 10.38 13.58 16.18

If you need to get to The Oaks, Essex County

or the Hospice, this can be arranged but
please state this when you book your place.

Please ring 01255 436 962

BRIGHTLINGSEA
COMMUNITY CENTRE

LOWER PARK ROAD
THURSDAY

APRIL 27th
9.00am - 1.00pm

RECYCLING
FOR APRIL

Aingers Green

Tuesday 4th
Tuesday 18th

Great Bentley

Friday 7th
Friday 21st

BLOOD DONORS

GREAT BENTLEY
VILLAGE HALL

MONDAY 10TH APRIL

1.30pm - 4.00pm
5.00pm - 7.00 pm



Bentley Green Players

“Murder Mystery”

Thank you to everyone for the wonderful support the
group received, on this, its first attempt, at trying
something new in the village. The feed back we have
received has been very positive and everyone who
attended enjoyed their evening. Even more pleasing is
the fact that we raised just short of £700 toward the
Church Tower appeal.

A special mention and grateful thanks must go to
Donald Walker for putting together the characters and
script for the group.

My grateful thanks also goes to the members of the
group for their hard work in organising the food, raffle,
setting up and lighting and of course the actors who
played the characters, and how well they did to remain
in character throughout the whole evening.

“Fly in the Ointment” by Derek Benfield

Our rehearsals are well underway for our next
production to be held in The Methodist Church Hall on
Thursday 18" Friday 19" and Saturday 20" May 2006
starting at 7.30 pm. Tickets will be on sale in April at
the Post Office price £5 each.

Lynda McWilliams

Chair Bentley Green Players
Tel No 250732

e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk

FLAG RAISING
APRIL

Friday 21st April  Union Flag
The 80th Birthday of
HM the Queen
Saturday 23rd April St George’s Cross

ST MARY’'S CHURCH FAYRE
20TH MAY

2-4pm in the Church grounds or
inside if wet

As we are having a Bug theme this year we will be
having a children’s fancy dress competition for the
Best Dressed Bug, so start thinking about what you
might come as. There will be Creepy Crawly prizes
for the best ones.

Martin Rapley - the Bug Man bringing with him
tarantulas, praying mantis, scorpions, stick insects,
giant cockroach and lots of other creepy crawlies.

Bouncy Castle
Paint a Pot
Wildlife trail
Lucky bug dip
Face painting
Big Bar-b-que
Sweet Stall

We will have the usual Cakes and Jams, Bric-a-brac,
Books, Tombola, Plant Stall, Toys and Raffle. Teas
and cakes will be served in the Vestry.

Any donations for the above stalls will be gratefully
accepted by the Church Wardens (phone numbers on
inside front cover of the magazine).

With luck we may even have racing snails so it's

going to be an event not to miss!

FARMER'S MARKET
GREAT BENTLEY
WEDNESDAY 12th APRIL

The following products will be on sale:

Fish: Vegetables: Potatoes:
Mushrooms: Beef: Pork/Chicken/Sausages:
Smoked meats: Smoked fish: Lavender Products:

Pestos, Dressings, Herbal Butters:

Preserves: Muesliand Oats Pear Crumble:
Cakes and Pastries: Apple Juice: Woodcraft:
Plants: Herbs: Milk and Cream: Eggs:



Calor Village of the Year 10 ™ Anniversary Awards

Best of the Best Village

Preparations are now well under way for the competition and the written submission for the entry has now
been completed and sent to Calor. | would like to thank Mary very much for her time, input and help, also thank
you to those kind folks who kindly proof read as we went along, as you can appreciate there were several
drafts before we came up with the final copy.

| thought you might like to know how our entry is assessed.

The written submission has 20 marks available for Community Life and 10 marks for each of the other
categories Business — Young People — Older People — Environment and Information Technology. Giving
a total of 70 available marks.

A total of 70 marks are again available when the judges’ visit the village for the presentation, which is an
extension of the written submission.

Another 20 marks can be won; these marks are given on how each individual judge has viewed the
community and its effort. As the entry form says it is effectively a mark given for the “buzz factor” of our
community.

The total marks available are 160.

The next stage is now being prepared with a working party to establish the best presentation to put forward
when the judges make their two hour visit to the village on Monday 8" May 2006 at 2.30 pm. | am grateful to
the following folks who have kindly agreed to make up the working party: - Peter Allington — Alan Coles — Mick
Dorling — Peter Harry — Bill Herbert — Linda Johnson — Mary Maskell — Jennie Moss — Robert Taylor and of
course me.

If you all could please help with keeping the appearance of the village at its best it would be really appreciated,
not only for this competition but for the Best Kept Village competition as well, remember the judges will be
visiting in May and June for the Best Kept Village. Thank you to those of you who have already started to help
by reporting incidents.

Please make a note of the date the judges are visiting for the presentation and if you are able to on that day,
call into the Michael Wright Room at The Village Hall; you will be more than welcome to attend. When we won
the Great Britain title and people attended the judge’s visit, comments were afterwards by residents that it
hadn’t been appreciated just how much goes on in our village. So please come along.

Lynda McWilliams
Tel No 01206250732
e-mail lynda@boblyn.co.uk

PLAYERS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED BY
THE WEDNESDAY BADMINTON CLUB
In the Village Hall.

Anyone interested in keeping the club running
please contact:



MANAGEMENT EXAM!

The following short quiz consists of 4 questions and will
tell you whether you are qualified to be a professional
manager.

1. How do you put a giraffe into a refrigerator?

The correct answer: Open the refrigerator, put in the
giraffe, and close the door. This question tests whether
you tend to do simple things in an overly complicated
way.

2. How do you put an elephant into a refrigerator?

Did you say, Open the refrigerator, put in the elephant,
and close the door?

Wrong answer

Correct answer is: Open the refrigerator, take out the
giraffe, put in the elephant and close the door. This tests
your ability to think through the repercussions of your
previous actions.

3. The Lion King is hosting an animal conference. All
the animals attend ... except one. Which animal
does not attend?

Correct answer:
refrigerator.
memory.

The Elephant. The elephant is in the
You just put him in there. This tests your

Okay, even if you did not answer the first three questions
correctly, you still have one more chance to show your
true abilities.

4, There is a river you must cross but it is used by
crocodiles, and you do not have a boat. How do
you manage it?

Correct answer: You jump into the river and swim
across. Have you not been listening? All the crocodiles
are attending the Animal Meeting. This tests whether
you learn quickly from your mistakes.

According to a Consulting agency, around 90% of the
professionals they tested got all the questions wrong, but
many pre-schoolers got several correct answers. The
Consulting Agency says this conclusively disproves the
theory that most professionals have the brains of a four-
year-old.

Trans-Africa 2006

As many of you may know already, on March 20™ |
shall be joining a group of people to ride a
motorcycle across Africa. The group consists of an
expedition leader, a driver of a support vehicle, and
9 other people from 4 continents. Most of us will be
riding BMW F 650 GS bikes (or the Dakar version)
thereby keeping spares to a minimum. Most of the
group will be riding all the way to South Africa over 4
months, but due to other commitments | shall only be
able to do the first half of the trip, as far as Ghana.
Never-the-less, | think it's an opportunity of a
lifetime, and will, I'm sure, prove to be a real
adventure!

My journey will start with a ride to Portsmouth, and a
leisurely ferry crossing to Northern Spain. After a
ride through Spain, we cross into Morocco, spending
some time in the Atlas mountains and visiting places
like Marrakech. From there, the going will get
tougher as we start to cross the Sahara Desert,
going through the Western Sahara, Mauritania and
into Senegal — visiting Dakar where the famous
Paris-Dakar rally finishes. We'll then be turning
eastwards into Mali and visiting the fabled town of
Timbuktu. From there, we’'ll head south into Burkino-
Faso and on to Ghana, where I'll wave goodbye to
the rest of the group and fly home. The rest of the
group are planning to continue on through Togo,
Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola,
Namibia and finish in Capetown — | know I'll find it
hard leaving this part of the trip as it's certainly the
harder of the two halves — I'm not sure more than a
handful of people have been through Angola on a
motorbike for instance!

Any money that is raised in sponsorship will be going
to the Mines Advisory Group. MAG is a not-for-profit
Non-Governmental Organisation that assists people
affected by landmines and unexploded ordnance.
They clear and destroy the landmines and leftover
weapons that make areas unsafe after war. Clearly
large parts of Africa are affected by the remnants
and after effects of war, and MAG have been
involved in areas such as Sudan, Chad, Democratic
republic of Congo, and Angola. For further
information, visit www.mag.org.uk  (Our expedition
leader is actually an ex mines disposal expert —
hopefully we won't be calling on that particular part
of his expertise!)

A big thank you to Sarah (my wife) and kids for being
so understanding!

Mathew Hunt
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IT'S AJUNGLE OUT THERE!

Great Bentley Primary School was transformed into a jungle as all the children became immersed in a project
using the DVD ‘Madagascar’. The media text inspired many kinds of writing, as well as being a springboard for
work in Art and Design, Geography and Personal, Social and Health Education. Here are two examples of the
adventures of the four friends and foes, written by Year 1 pupils. If you want to see more, come and visit the
jungle!

There was Alex and Marty. Soon they fond the fossa who went into the jangale. Gloria fond a wall to cill tae
and they met Gloria fosse. But one Fossee was live but Melman was lost. Then they mad frensd. Marty was
sad. Soon they fownd Melman.

Lewis Hollidge
Once there was a prinsess who went for a walk in the jungle. She got lost in the jungle. And then a fossa and
shake came. The snake had a poysond bit on the end of its tail. The fossa tride to hipmtis the prinsses with its

eyes but it didn't. The fossa eat the prinsses but the prinsses soon came out. The prinsess ciled the snake
and the fossa.
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It is a great relief that the parking problem around the surgery seems set to be resolved by the
proposal for parking meters around this part of The Green. I'm not sure about the idea that they
should be individually sponsored by patients as the principle of being able to reserve a space might
well defeat the whole object of the exercise. Also, the proposed charges that | have heard
mentioned, particularly for residents’ permits, seem a little excessive and need public discussion.
However, if the whole scheme keeps the Parish Council happy it will be well worth it.

By the time this lands on doormats around the village, Dr Hunt will be on his motor bike and well on
his way to much hotter climes. He has written a really interesting bit about the trip and you'll find it on
page 10, so | shan’t spolil it by saying anything other than “Bon voyage” and “Don’t forget you've got
a surgery session booked for 23 May!”. | am more than a little jealous.

We've just had a fairly rare event here at the surgery — a staff retirement. You might remember
references in the past to our overseas stalwart, Anne Daring, who decided to call it a day at the end
of January. Anne had been with us for five years, wading her way through mountains of ancient
notes, getting rid of dusty old documents that were no longer relevant and picking out important data
to add to our computer records. She also helped out quite regularly on issuing repeat prescriptions.
We'll miss Anne, who was always helpful and cheerful. We all wish her a long and very happy rest
from anything to do with the NHS.

Some parents of young children might well have noticed recently that the usual letters sent out from
Central Clinic reminding them that baby immunisations are due have not been entirely reliable. This
is, we understand, due to computer problems which have led to the whole system being replaced. If
you have young children and think that they might be due one of their jabs, please don’t hesitate to
check with us, as they are obviously very important. We'd rather do the occasional unnecessary
check than see someone miss out.

That leads on naturally to another point, which is that everyone really needs to remember that they
have to take responsibility for their own health issues.

This obviously covers things like alcoholic intake, watching your weight, taking proper exercise and
not smoking. However, and maybe less obviously to some people, it also means accepting that if
you are due to attend a hospital appointment or to have follow-up treatment such as a second
assessment or repeat injection, the onus must be on you to make a proper note of when and where.

Similarly, if a doctor decides to refer you for treatment, particularly under the new government
initiatives for giving patients choice about where they are treated, please chase up anything that
doesn’t seem to be happening as quickly as you expected. It's a sad fact of NHS life that things do
get lost or missed occasionally, however hard everyone tries. If you look after your own health
matters it is more likely that things will go smoothly than if you depend on us noticing that something
hasn’'t happened (we have about 8,500 of you to look out for) or a hospital chasing you because you
haven't turned up for an appointment (about one in four people don'’t bother.)

I'll try to say a bit more next month about the issue of choosing where you are treated, as it will
become a significant factor from April onwards.

Hugh Cronin
Practice Manager
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Pet's
corner

TROUBLE SHOOTING

Last year an estimated figure of 200 animals were
being injured or killed by airgun attacks in Scotland
alone. This is what the SSPCA reported, and they as
well as | suspect that this is just the tip of the iceberg.

Cats and birds appear to be the most common
targets, with Glasgow and Aberdeen highlighted as
Scotland’s worst airgun hotspots. Certainly in my 15
years as a Vet | have only ever seen cats injured, and
probably more when working in rural areas. Some of
these are easily recovered and the pellet either
removed or left inside, but | have seen pellets
penetrate spinal cords and when removing a
particularly badly damaged eye, | discovered a pellet
lodged behind. In one practice where | worked we
had a spate of attacks, and after investigation by the
Police, it was discovered that an unnamed, elderly
gentleman of some standing had been the culprit as
the cats were disturbing the birds in his garden. In
another practice in the Borders one of the cleaners
used to shoot at cats that crept into her garden! Not
an ideal job for her to be in — so it is not just
teenagers.

In the Scottish survey, unsurprisingly, domestic
animals were attacked more in urban areas, and
wildlife were attacked more in rural areas — however
the number of wildlife brought for attention and hence
reported is likely to be much less, so incidents may
be seriously underestimated. More incidents in some
places were associated with school holiday times. |
have also seen several cats and dogs with shotgun
pellets inside, often completely out of the blue, with
no history of problems — it's just that the pellets show
up incredibly well when X-rayed for other problems.
Most of these are less severe and like an old piece of
shrapnel are best left alone.

Tighter controls on airgun usage have been called
for, but really why have an airgun at all?

MARK ALLINGTON
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

The Band Concert by the Tendring Youth Orchestra
will take place at the Village Hall on Saturday 6th May
commencing at 7.30pm. Tea/coffee and light
refreshments will be available during the interval.
Tickets £5 each available from David Taylor, tel.
251004. Please book early.

Proceeds from the Concert will be divided equally
between the Youth Orchestra Funds, St Helena
Hospice and RBL Branch Funds.

The Pingat Jasa Malaysia Medal

This is a special medal awarded by the Malaysian
Government. Permission has been given by the
M.O.D. for it to be worn by recipients. As with all
foreign awards, it should be worn separately from U.K.
medals. Those eligible for the award are service
personnel who served in Malaysia and Singapore
during the confrontation for an aggregate period of
ninety days between 31st August 1957 and 12th
August 1966. (Please note: this will include some
National Servicemen).

If you consider you are eligible for the award, please
contact me on 250029 for details of how to claim.

Terry Newell

BRIGHTLINGSEA MUSEUM
Re-Opening

The Curator has announced that the Museum will re-
open, after the winter closure, on Easter Saturday 15th
April.

Opening times will be as previously,

Saturday 10am - 4pm and
Sundays and Mondays 2pm - 5pm.

Once again we will be holding a traditional preview
morning on Saturday 8th April, to which the Custodians
and Friends are invited. Will Friends please accept
this as their invitation.



Wildlives

Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre East Anglia

Temporarily closed for admissions.
If you need help, please ring the RSPCA on 08705 5#09.

‘Catkins’, Frating Road, Thorrington, Essex, CO7 8HT. Tel: 01206 251174 Apr” 2006

Rosie Catford, owner and proprietor of Wildlives, has recently suffered serious health problems, and is going
into hospital for an operation. The Centre has closed for admissions. The closure is temporary however: not
only are we anticipating a busy summer ahead, but Wildlives — in association with the RSPCA, Tendring
Council and the local wildlife warden — has a new project in the pipeline. This project, which will take place at
the Wildlives Rescue Centre, will allow us to offer relief to a species of British wildlife previously unseen here.
With this magnificent cliffhanger, we shall leave you: there will be further news once the building and
fundraising plans have been finalised.

SPIRIT UPDATE

An update is required on Spirit, the fox of last month’s newsletter, who was brought in after being found caught
in a drag snare. Spirit's wounds had healed completely, and he was due to go to the Fox Project to be
rehabilitated. On the day before his departure however, he became quiet and depressed. With any other
animal, we might have assumed that he was sad to be leaving us. Spirit however, is a rather unique fox. On
closer examination, a swelling was found on his shoulder. He was taken to the vet, who uncovered an abscess
deep in the shoulder. It is not clear what caused the abscess. Spirit may have caused it himself, thrashing
about in the snare, but infection can travel about the body, so it is possible that the abscess is an offshoot, so to
speak, of the wounds to his mouth. The abscess required cleaning every day — a job that was a little too
hands-on to be comfortable. Rosie and Spirit endured the ordeal however, Rosie escaping with little more than
a bitten finger and a sore nose. Spirit's abscess cleared up satisfactorily, and he has now departed to Kent, to
be rehabilitated as originally planned.

BILLY

When Rosie received a call from the RSPCA, requesting ‘advice’, she was immediately on her guard. For those in
the wildlife rescue business, ‘advice’ is a professional term connotating (a) an animal not usually seen at wildlife
rescue centres, and (b) an animal with which the RSPCA are at a loss to deal with. The Animal Collection Officer
had been called to an abattoir to pick up a newborn lamb after its mother had been slaughtered. When Billy arrived
at Wildlives, late in the evening, he was seven hours old: dirty, hungry, and wobbly on his legs. He was greeted
enthusiastically by Rosie’s two male dogs, both of whom develop instant maternal instincts on the arrival of any
orphan. The four female dogs of course, prefer to stay clear. Wildlives does not, as a rule, take in domestic ani-
mals, and arrangements were made for Billy to be taken to a domestic rescue centre after 28 days (before which he
could not, legally, be moved). It did not take that long however for everyone to fall in love with him and for Rosie to
change her mind. Since his admission, Billy has piled on the pounds, and goes around Wildlives with a spring in
his step, wearing a perky little tartan jacket. He is currently staying in one of the outside pens, but will soon have a
house built next door to Cassie, a long-term resident pig.

Brightlingsea School recently had a non-uniform day to raise funds for Wildlives. They raised £292! We
very much appreciate their efforts. One of our volunteers visited the school to give a talk on the work done
here. Alresford school has taken us on as a permanent project, being keen to learn about our wildlife and how
to look after it. We are hoping to visit there to do another wildlife talk soon.

The BBC Natural History Unit are to film a new series called ‘The Nature of Britain’ with Alan Titchmarsh,
and will be coming to Gt Bentley to film an albino hedgehog that we homed to one of the houses on the green.

Registered Charity 1104167

Editor: ruth@kilby-rawcliffe.demon.co.uk Copyright © 2006 Wildlives
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Turn unwanted items into cash

An average family has approximately £2,000 worth of items that they no longer need or use. How often have
you thought about doing a car boot sale or advertising your unwanted items but never seem to get round to it?
That's why we have set up a local company called 'delboyslockup.co.uk' to help you turn those
unwanted items into cash. All you have to do is get your items to us at Unit C12, Plough Rd Centre, Great
Bentley alternatively we can collect your items (there may be a small fee) by emailing us at
www.delboyslockup.co.uk or call 0845 838 7544 and we do the rest. It really is that simple!

People have asked us why delboyslockup.co.uk as a name? It's a name that makes people grin and
one of the hardest parts of starting a new company is getting people to remember you. So along with the
memorable name and the fire in the next door unit, people are already talking about and hopefully will
remember us when they want to sell any second hand items. Although the business does revolve around
secondhand goods we are starting to deal with trade customers who have old stock to clear. You can
checkout our website www.delboyslockup.co.uk for the current offerings.

Why should you use us? Buying on eBay may only take minutes but selling on eBay can take hours. That's
why we are here to help. We take care of the following:

- Test to make sure that the item works

- Check that branded goods are authentic

- Take professional photographs

- Research important details

- Write a professional listing

- Place the item in the best eBay category

- Start the auction at the best time

- Answer questions from bidders

- Collect payment from buyer

- Pack the item carefully

- Ship it to the buyer

- Take care of any returns

- Our in-house sophisticated auction management software allows you to track your items selling from
our website auction link.

- Most importantly you retain complete anonymity throughout the whole transaction.

Despite the unfortunate fire recently within the Plough Rd Industrial estate where a number of local firms,
including us, suffered fire/smoke damage to their businesses we are pleased to say that with the support of
the surrounding businesses and the help of Chris Wright we are back up and running and open for business.
So a big thank you to all those concerned for their support. We hope to be back in our original warehouse
(Unit C8) when the fire damage has been repaired. We will of course keep you posted and look forward to
seeing you soon in our temporary warehouse (Unit C12)!

COMPUTER FOR SALE

Plus Epson Stylus Photo 700 printer,
Mustek scanner, keyboard, mouse and speakers

750mHz Athlon Processor, 256mb RAM, 26GB Hard disc.
Windows 98SE. DVD Player and CD rewriter

Modem, soundcard and graphics card installed

Lots of software: GCSE subjects, Adult and Children Languages,
encyclopaedias, medical reference. Games including Tomb Raider 3,
Flight unlimited, Chess, Car R

All in fully working condition

Price £95
Tel: 01206 251474 after 6.30pm
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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION
TENDRING DISTRICT

APRIL WALKS PROGRAMME

Sunday 2nd Dedham 7 miles Leader: 01206 230563 Meet Main Car Park
Thursday 6th  Framlingham 9% miles  Leader: 01255 677845 Meet Free Car Park
or Wrabness 5 miles Leader: 01255 502523 Meet Stour Wood Car Park
Sunday 9th  Tattingstone 9 miles Leader: 01255 880678 Meet Lemons Hill Bridge Car Park
Thursday 13th Dedham 10 miles Leader: 01206 867863 Meet Main Car Park
Sunday 16th  Wix (10.30am start) 8 miles  Leader: 01255 870173 Meet Village Hall
Thursday 20th Lt Oakley (2 x5 miles) Leader: 01255506808 Meet Oak Ridge Road
or Wivenhoe 42 miles  Leader: 01255 861135 Meet Main Car Park
Sunday 23rd Bures 12 miles Leader: 01206 230791 Meet Harpers Hill Lay-by, Nayland

Thursday 27th Dunwich (10.30am start) 10 miles Leader: 01206 852381
Sunday 30th Great Cornard 10%2 miles Leader: 01255 432027 Meet Gt Cornard Country Park

All walks commence 10.00am unless specified.

Local Rambler Contact No: Sonia 251319

CAN YOU HELP?

My Great Grandfather George Scott (1846-1930) and my Great Grandmother Elizabeth Scott nee Preston (1845-
1912) moved from Creeting St Peter in Suffolk around 1881/1882 to live in Great Bentley for the rest of their
lives.

They had eight children, four of which were born in Great Bentley. My grandmother Lily May born 1888 was the
youngest. She was married in Great Bentley Church in 1914 (when her first daughter was five years old!) Her
husband Fred Davey, was in the army and because of this they moved away continuously moving around.

George worked first as a farm labourer, then as a farm horseman and latterly as roadsman with the local council.
George and Elizabeth lived in Lodge Cottage (picture No. 1) and later in the house in picture No. 2. Can anyone
identify the houses? They may not exist now and may have been pulled down. The people outside Lodge
Cottage are George Scott, his son Joseph Henry born 1874 and wife Lydia and only son Willie. Joseph and his
family may have lived in Lodge Cottage at some time. The other picture shows my Great Grandparents just
visible in the doorway.

| think some members of the family stayed in Great Bentley - Nellie Maud born 1877 who married George
Moutelle did. Frederick born 1882 who lived in Angers Green married Grace and had three or four children (this
is all I know of them), but of Charlies William born 1871 and George Alfred born 1873 | know nothing.

| would be glad to hear from anyone with any information and even perhaps a long lost relative! Family history is
full of surprises.

Anne Crossman, The Bungalow, Mundham Road, Loddon, Norfolk, NR14 6EB
Phone No: 01508 521093

We will put photos in the Post Office Window so it might help to identify the properties named in the
above.
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GREAT BENTLEY
GARDENING CLUB

Saturday 6th May
9.30am - 11.30am
VILLAGE HALL
PLANTS - RAFFLE - TOMBOLA

CAKES - REFRESHMENTS

Friends of All Saints Brightlingsea

at

46 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea.
The Garden from "Christines Garden" on BBC2

Saturday April 1st
10.00 - 12.00

Cakes - Raffle - Bric a Brac

Entry £1.00
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LADIES’ SUPPER

Friday 21st April
Vestry Room
7.30pm

Village Hall

in Aid of St Helena Hospice
Saturday 13th May



Peter’s

Potterings

April is one of the busiest months in the garden. | am
sure you all want to reap the benefits through the
summer when the garden can be used as an
additional room - for living in and a little light
housework (eg. weeding) rather than a total spring
clean - so start now.

Remove weeds from your borders and apply a good
mulch of organic matter around established plants.
This will help to lock in some of the moisture from the
Winter and Spring rains, which this year have been
generally very light. It will also provide some organic
nutrients and keep the weeds down as well. If you
do not have any compost etc. for use as mulch use a
good old fashioned fertiliser such as pelleted chicken
manure, and apply a mulch later in the year. | am
not worried about using chicken manure as | buy
mine in plastic tubs and it has been dried, trace
nutrients and seaweed extract etc added so it gives
the plants goodness then the organic matter feeds
the soil. | do not think my vegetables are going to
worry about any problems with bird flu.

Continue to divide congested clumps of perennials.
A special note here is that it is time to split any large
clumps of snowdrops. Transfer them “in the green”
which is just after flowering. Dig up the clump
carefully, divide the soil, roots and particularly the
bulbs, then replant them at the same depth as before
a few inches apart. For the larger perennials, dig the
clump up and divide it - you may possibly need to
use two forks back to back to lever the sections
apart. Replant one of the healthy outer portions and
use the others for plant sales etc. and discard the old
centres.

Continue to cut the lawns on a high mower setting
and apply a dose of weed and feed. The weed part
kills the broad leafed weeds and moss and the feed
encourages the grass to grow, both in general and to
cover the bald patches where the weeds have died
away. If it does not rain within 24/48 hours of
application you will need to water it otherwise the
grass can get scorched. | have used a liquid weed/
feed but it is a bit tedious if you have a large lawn.

Digging your own potatoes, especially the first few
feeds, has got to be one of the most rewarding jobs
in the vegetable garden. Your first earlies should
have been planted by now but | continue to plant a
short row every few weeks until the end of May. This
gives a continuous crop of small new potatoes. Main
crop varieties normally go in about this time. The
traditional way is to dig a trench about 9 inches deep
and a spade’s width, mix in some compost or
manure, cover with 2 inches of soil and place the
seed potatoes with the eyes (shoots) upwards then
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cover back with soil. As the shoots emerge from the
soil gradually earth up, allow a bit more growth then
earth up again, until you have the traditional ridge of
soil with the leaves out of the top. If there are any
severe frost warnings cover the green shoots with
newspapers, old curtains, plastic or fleece, until the
danger of frost has gone by.

Later season peas and broad beans can be sown
now, which will provide a follow-on crop to any sown
in the Autumn and over-wintered. | was advised to
plant the bean seeds scar downwards as this is
supposed to help germination. Do not sow out any
French beans or runner beans until May unless you
can protect the germinated seedlings from frost
damage. You can of course start some early ones
off towards the end of the month if you have a
greenhouse. Sow these in pots so you can plant out
the whole pot thus keeping root disturbance to a
minimum. Shallots can still be planted now although
the best crops come from those planted out earlier.
(Boxing Day was always the traditional time) and
onion sets can also be planted. | never hurry too
much with onion sets as planting too early can cause
them to go to seed. Onion sets are produced by
stopping the growing cycle when the bulbs are small.
You then plant them, and the cycle continues. If
planted too early they start growing, then they get a
bad spell of weather and stop growing. Then they
get a good hot spell and start growing again but think
that they have done their second growing so it must
be time to produce offspring so they go to seed early.
Normally the onions go to seed after they have
matured, been stored, then replanted. Do not bury
them too deeply and be prepared to plant some of
them back into the rows again as they often move
about a bit. Some of this is due to birds pulling at the
brown tops (shorten them if you wish) and also | think
the roots growing out of the bottom pressing against
the soil can initially push the bulb upwards and
outwards. Just dig a little hole and pop them back in
S0 you have a nice straight row again.

PETER ALLINGTON

ALLOTMENTS

At present there are two whole plots available to
rent at the allotment gardens behind the village
hall. (this could of course become four half plots
depending on demand!)

Please Ring Councillor Bill Herbert
for full details
on
01206 250115



GREAT BENTLEY
PRIMARY SCHOOL

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT

In the next few weeks we will be making some of our
old computers redundant. They are Pentium 3
450Mhz, 128mb ram. They will not come with
software other than Windows 2000. We will be
disposing of these machines for a small donation to
school funds. They will be allocated on a first come
first served basis.

SPELLING WIZARD

This will be on Friday 21st April so get your children
practising their spellings.

TESCO COMPUTERS FOR SCHOOL

We are now collecting the Tesco Computers for
Schools Vouchers. Please encourage your family
and friends to collect as many as they can and send
into school. Tesco have also introduced more ways
of collecting vouchers by recycling your used inkjet
cartridges and old mobile phones. You can collect
10 vouchers for each inkjet and 15 for a hon-working
mobile phone and 40 for a working mobile phone.
Again please bring these into school to help our total
vouchers go up even more. We are also collecting
the Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers.

CAR SAFETY

You may or may not be aware that there are some
changes happening to legislation on restraints used
in cars. As from April 2006 all children who are
under the age of 11 or under 5ft tall must use a
booster car seat. For more information please visit
www.thinkroadsafety.dft.gov.uk. Please also
remember to check child car seats regularly and
make sure that they are the right seat for your car, if
in doubt you can go to reputable places such as
Halfords or Mothercare to make sure that it is
correctly fitted.

18th April - is a Non-pupil day.
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ELIZABETH BODMER

With our best wishes

Sorry to hear that you are not well.

We hope that you are feeling a
bit better each day.

With love from

All your friends in
Great Bentley

WEEKEND 8/9 APRIL 2006
9:30AM - 5:00PM

Cricket Club Refurbishment
GREAT BENTLEY CRICKET CLUB, THE GREEN

A team of Volunteers will converge on Great Bentl

Cricket Club to undertake a mammoth CricketForce —

aground force-meets-changing-roostyle
makeover of the pavilion and grounds.
We would also like your help, if you have a skill,
plumber/electrician/ carpenter or just have som
general skills and a couple of hours please com
along and help

The renovation will include ...

Renovating the Kitchen Area
Improvements to the Bar
Spring Cleaning
A face lift for the Social Area
Improvement to the toilets
Painting and decorating

Who knows we may even have a drink to celebrate
and a bacon roll to kick off the day

COME ALONG & JOIN THE FUN
For further details, call Pete Bodily on 01206 25558



HISTORY SOCIETY *VISITS”
THE BACKWATERS

Via the means of a huge array of beautiful wildlife
slides to illustrate his talk, Leon Woodrow took the
History Society vividly about the Walton Backwaters
Nature Reserve at their meeting on Thursday 9th
March.

Closed to the public, apart from the one
section up to Stone Point from the Naze, this area of
natural interest is now a major site in the
conservation of a whole range of species, as well as
the sole home in England for two of them. Although
part of the area is still given over to commercial use
in the form of a factory, this is now minimal. Owned
privately by such groups as wildlife and wildfowling
trusts, apart from a small area under Tendring
Council’s control, the Backwaters are looked after by
a warden and assistants, who are financed at no cost
to the public purse. Such a close watch is needed in
some seasons that it is an 8.30 am till dark patrol.

This is no small job, given that there is now a
capacity to hold around a thousand boats, apart from
visiting craft, so careful oversight and conservation of
the natural life is vital. Rising water levels, too, mean
that huge efforts are needed to protect specific areas
and this comes in the form of massive “recharges”,
which consist of literally thousands of tons of sand
and other ballast being introduced into these places
to form barriers or raise land areas to give greater
breeding space. Sometimes old lighters have also
been used.

The speaker outlined some of the most
important species as far as their need for protection
is concerned. The Little Tern is the most important of
the species in this respect for, although its population
here is the largest on the Essex coast, such bad
parents are they that a 24 hour wardenship has often
been needed to maintain present numbers. The
Common Tern, however, has been reduced by rising
tide levels from an erstwhile 15 pairs to a mere 3
pairs now. The hope is that more recharge on
Horsey Island will raise levels so that return of this
species may occur.

Success, like that with the avocet, has been
marked. Work by “English Nature” on water levels
saw the first of these arrive after just 6 months. This
was 8 years ago, and now there are 85 breeding
pairs. Of course, Leon pointed out, there are
problem birds like some of the breeds of geese which
can occur in such vast numbers that they impinge on
breeding space for others. Some culling by wild-
fowlers has been encouraged by the English Nature
organisation though only some fifty were shot in fact.
This did have the effect of discouraging them from
the island so in that respect it was successful, but
they would soon return if any break in efforts to cull
them were allowed.

The speaker gave many further examples of
success: The Redshank, now at 3 pairs to the acre;
the Marsh Harrier, now up to 6 pairs not so long
since the arrival of the first pair on Gravel Island.
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One amusing aspect with regard to our local
Common Seal population came when he explained
that after much worried investigation about the
strange reddish-brown colour they had taken on, the
answer was found by a student after deep and
thorough research for his thesis. It is not a disease -
They're rusty! Yes, the high density of iron-salts in
our clay soil adheres to their fur and literally goes
rusty, with no ill consequences.

And the two species of wildlife that are unique
to this area? These in a sense work in tandem in
their habitat on Skippers Island. Firstly the plant
called hog fennel, thought to have been introduced
originally by the Romans to feed their pigs, is now
known to grow only in this place. And similarly the
Fishers Estuarine Moth, identified first by a naturalist
from Landeremere and bearing therefore his name,
and feeding only on hog fennel, also exists nowhere
else. Also under threat by tide levels they are at
present being introduced to another local area in the
hope that they will not be lost.

Animated interest was shown in the
questioning session which followed, and Leon
answered with knowledge and good humour. In
thanking him at the end David Kirby, the vice-
chairman, carried the tone well when he referred
back to one rare species that we would now be able
to identify in a vast flock of common black-headed
gulls (their heads are actually chocolate brown); the
one with the long, truly black balaclava, that's a
Mediterranean Black-Headed Gull, of which there are
just three pairs mixing with the common variety, the
Backwaters’ most prolific species with between five
and seven thousand nests.

TREBLE BELL

In St Mary’s the treble’s tolled
By a maiden, not too old.
That ring of five
Make the bells come alive
Changing peals even a Grand Sire
To ring across the Essex shire.
Who is this maiden of power?
One of five in that square tower
Who let’s the sally fly from her hand
Upwards that multi-coloured band
To make a ringing song
Hasten we don't ring long
Who calls you every Sunday
Why, it's our treble ringer Mandy.

D. Gibbs



QUIZ TIME

Which thirty different words can precede the threds in each
guestion to make another word? They all start weghsame letter.

Questions
1 Sitter, Grand, Walker.
2 Yard, Stroke, Gammon.
3 Debt, Egg, Blood.
4 Boy, Room, Bearing.
5 Republic, Split, Skin.
6 Note, Balance, Holiday.
7 Code, Billiards, Maid
8 Back, Foot, Faced.
9 Chair, Bun, Oliver.
10 Cry, Axe, Fatigue.

Last months answers

1 Oliveoil. 19 Tomato
2 Harry Lime. 20 Cheese
3 White Grapes. 21 Apples
4 Blind Date. 22 Chocolate
S Orange. 23 Egg white
6 FRUITS. 24 SAUCES

7 Little Sparrow.
8 Jonathon Swift.
9 Christopher Robin.
10 Falcon.
11 PC Wren.
12 BIRDS.
13 Chest.
14 Monkey.
15 Peas.
16 Cob.
17 Braazil.
18 NUTS.
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11 Pole, Feast, Bag
12 Able, Garden, Skin 2 Cheque, cartridge, Verse
13 Pan, Jacket, Ridden Al8y, Drunk, Worm

14 Pump, Mat, Cellar
15 Ringer, tent, Boy
16 Button, Flop, Ache 26 Fly, Dry, Lamp
17 Wheel, Wig, Deal
18 Hook, Board, Sticker R28e, House, Swain
19 Table, Cage, Brain
20 Certificate, Controigit 30 Language, Guard, Blow

Giard, Jack, Out

JeAHead, Buster
5 Round, Thirsty, Vessel

QRip, Peter, Grass

B8, Cat, Sleigh

Good response to last months quiz,
with mostly all correct. Winner
Dreena Williamson from Birch
Avenue.

Congratulations



Cookery Corper

Ethical Fish

| was going to begin this month’s Cookery Corner, which is on fish, with a few notes on ethical fishing, for there
seems to be a dilemma; on the one hand we are exhorted to eat more fish, but on the other hand there are
dire warnings about ever decreasing fish stocks and complicated EEC arguments on fish quotas - the solution
out of this impasse is to support the small scale local fishing industries such as Tony’s Fresh Fish. However, |
have been pre-empted by the informative article, Fish For Thought by Kerry Anderson which appeared on
page 25 in the last Parish Magazine. If you have not already done so, do read it. | have nothing to add to the
matter, except to urge you all to support local enterprises such as Tony's Fresh Fish.

So, down to the recipes, which all involve the fish mentioned in Anderson’s column and range from the cheap
and cheerful, to a luxurious treat.

Grilled herrings with mustard sauce.

Clean the herrings and place them in a dish. Pour over a little oil and season with salt and add some sprigs of
parsley. Make sure they are well seasoned on both sides. Grill for about a quarter of an hour, turning over
once, and when done serve them with mustard sauce made in the following way: put 2 tsp. Dijon mustard into
a bowl or sauce boat, then stir in 1 tbls of finely chopped parsley. Add around 100g of melted butter and stir
the sauce until quite smooth. Finally add a good squeeze of lemon juice. Enough for 4.

Soft herring roes in baked potatoes

If you get fed up with roes on toast, try this alternative. For every large potato allow 2 soft herring roes. Bake
the potatoes then cut them in %2 lengthways and scoop out most of the middle (this can be used for mashed
potato on another occasion). Cook the herring roes for around ¥ a minute in butter, then place them in the
potatoes, season with salt and pepper, add melted butter and breadcrumbs (homemade, never use those
nasty orange things from a packet). Return to a hot oven for 2-3 minutes, until nicely browned. Serve with
more melted butter.

Grey mullet with olives and white wine.

Grey mullet is an underrated fish and usually cheap. For 2 medium sized fish each around ¥ kilo gross weight,
take coffee-cupful of olive oil, 2-3 tbls of white wine, a dozen stoned black olives, some slices of orange or
lemon, and a little piece of fennel or, failing that, a sprig of thyme or a bay leaf. Place the cleaned fish in an
oval ovenproof dish pour over the olive oil, the white wine, add the herbs and season to taste. Bake uncovered
in medium oven Gas Mark 4, 350°F, 180° C for around15-20 minutes.

Remove from the oven and add the stoned black olives and the slices of oranges or lemons. Serve either hot
or cold in the dish in which the fish has been cooked.

Fillets of Sole Deavillaise

(Fillets of sole with cream and onion sauce.)

This is not a dish | do very often because | so love Dover sole | could eat it quite plainly grilled with olive oil or
butter every week and never become tired of it, but sometimes it is nice to ring the changes, and this is a lovely
dish.

For 4 servings take: 2 soles, filleted (save all the bones etc), 175g (approx) of chopped onions, 200ml of
double cream, 509 of butter, 150ml cider or white wine, a few scrapings of nutmeg, 1 tsp. of Dijon mustard, a
thick slice of lemon, salt and pepper, breadcrumbs.

In a heavy bottomed pan melt the butter then add the chopped onions and cook very, very slowly until they are
a transparent yellow. This will take far longer than you think, never hurry this process or the onions will turn
brown, change flavour and quite ruin the dish. Whilst the onions are cooking, make a fish stock with the bones
and trimmings of the sole, the white wine or cider, about 300ml of water, the lemon and a little salt. Purée the
onions then add 2 tbls of the stock and all of the cream, stir until smooth and fairly thick. Season with a little
grated nutmeg, salt and pepper and a tsp of Dijon mustard. This can be done in advance. To complete the
dish, poach the sole fillets in the remaining stock for around 5 minutes. Remove to a heated oval oven proof
dish and cover them with the sauce which should be warm, sprinkle the breadcrumbs (again homemade) on
the top and add a few small lumps of butter. Place under the grill for about 3 minutes and serve at once.

A much cheaper alternative to sole would be whiting and a not quite so cheap alternative, plaice.

G.R.
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W.I.

At this month’'s meeting, we enjoyed a lively talk from
Caroline Bruce about the art of Scrapbooking. She
demonstrated how to store our photos safely and
artistically.

The next meeting will be on 4th April at 8pm when Mrs
S. Leng will be talking about Mastermind. We would be
delighted if you could join us, either as a visitor or new
member.

GARDENING CLUB

Tuesday 18th April
Village Hall
SPRING SHOW
Staging of entries
7.15-7.45pm
Schedules available
call 252182

ART CLUB

Tuesday 11th April
Village Hall
Stones and Shells
(bring your own)

HISTORY SOCIETY

Thursday April 13th
Village Hall
8.00pm

Cyril Taylor
Lavenham Church

GT BENTLEY EVERGREEN
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Our monthly meeting was held in the Village Hall on the
22nd February which was well attended. We were
entertained by the Egyptian Dancers who wore most
colourful outfits which cheered us all up with the weather
being so cold.

Joye welcomed one new member Edna Collins. We hope
she will enjoy our meetings.

After our tea break Sylvia Greenwood organised an Auction
which made money for the Club.

Diary of Events:

Friday 7th April Easter Lunch in the Vestry Room
Wednesday 26th AGM followed by Games & Quiz

Competition: ‘A Pretty or Unusual Brooch'.

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Weeleyhall Wood
Nature Reserve

Sunday 30th April
from 11am - 4.00pm
Refreshments: Guided Walks:

Donations welcomed in aid of funds

LICENSING ACT 2003

Many of you will have noticed the article in the February magazine regarding the application by Gt
Bentley Parish Council in respect of Great Bentley Village Green and the new licensing regulations. This
application covers every day of the week from 09.00 to 22.30.

If you are thinking of organising an event on the green but worried about curtailing the celebrations at
such an early time, fear not. All that is required to alter these timings is a Temporary Events License,
which needs to be applied for at least 2 weeks prior to your event and costs £21. Tendring District

Council will give you all the relevant details.
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN

SMALL EASTER GARDEN
(Children’s page 24)

You will need:

1 corner type yoghurt pot (where fruit/topping
and yoghurt are separate)

card, scissors, glue, colouring pencils, some soll
and a few seeds.

Colour in the hill scene on the previous page then
cut it out and stick it on to a piece of card. Cut the
slots as indicated by the dots. Do the same with the
round stone.

Make sure your yogurt pot is empty and clean.

Tape the hill scene around the main pot and bend up
the small corner of the pot and carefully push it
through the cut out slot.

Fill the big part of the pot with some soil and a few
cress seeds. Put your stone at the entrance of the
tomb as shown ready to roll away on Easter morn-

ing.

If you make your garden now the seeds will be
sprouting ready to look good for Easter.

Please bring your garden along to the service at
9.30am on Easter Sunday 16th April as we would all
love to see them and put them on display.

EASTER LILIES

If you would like to have a lily placed in the
Church at Easter in memory of a loved one
please contact either Rita Baverstock
251271 or Hilary Harris 250608.

The price will be £2.00 per lily.
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CARD

SHOCK NEW PROPOSALS FOR
FRATING AREA 2007 TO 2021

A NEW PROPOSAL HAS BEEN PUT FORWARD
FOR TWO PHASES OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING COVERING A
TOTAL AREA OF 93 HECTARES.

THIS IS ON A FAR LARGER SCALE THAN WE
HAVE PREVIOUSLY SEEN.

WITHOUT YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT THE
BULLDOZERS COULD START THE
DESTRUCTION OF OUR VILLAGE WAY OF LIFE
WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR.

THE NEW PROPOSAL IN FULL DETAIL IS OPEN
TO PUBLIC VIEWING ON REQUEST AT WEELEY
COUNCIL OFFICES.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP YOU INFORMED.
SEE YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE NOTICE BOARDS
FOR A COPY OF THE MAP OF THE PROPOSED
AREA.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD - WRITE TO YOUR
MP, DISTRICT COUNCILLOR OR PARISH
COUNCIL TO OPPOSE THIS PLAN.

IF YOU CAN HELP “CARD” (CAMPAIGN AGAINST
RURAL DESTRUCTION) IN THE FIGHT AGAINST
THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT OR NEED MORE
INFORMATION CONTACT

JENNY WILLSON ON 01206 252000



creat Bentley Cricket Clup

www.gbcc.play-
Visit our Website for fixtures g p y

and all the latest news about cricket.com

the club Join in with our Junior cricket

practise every Thursday nights at 6
pm on the village green
(Starting 06 April 06)

2006 SEASON

The Cricket season will soon be upon us again and | ike always we are looking forward to it with hope

and expectation. Again we are looking for new memb  ers, young or old, male or female. Whether
you wish to show off your talents or just come alon g for the social side of the game you are more
than welcome to join us.

Membership Fees

Playing Membership - £25
Juniors (under 16) - £2
Social Membership - £5

Sponsorship

We are also looking to local businesses for help this season with sponsorship to help with the day to day
running of the club and for the Projects/Improvements that we hope to carry out over the course of the sea-
son. This can be done in a number of ways:

Match Sponsorship: £10 will cover the cost of the match ball (we have a number of junior matches in addi-
tion to the 1% and 2™ team games

Advertising: £20 will give you a half page advertisement for your company in the fixtures Booklet (£35 Full
Page A5)

Shirt Advertisement: £100 will get your logo/company name printed on the next run of the club shirt

Sponsorship will also give you the same rights as the members in the use of the club and its facilities.

Contact: Pete Bodily, 8 Cedar Way, Gt Bentley, Colchest&®/@BLT 01206
251058
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Thursday Night is Junior Cricket Night
Starts 13th April 2006 at the Pavilion

Great news for the young
and old of Great Bentley,
the cricket club will be
starting junior coaching
sessions again on Thurs-

day 13th April. Butwhat is
on offer?

For the Youngsters:
Coaching

The coaching team will be
lead by Neil Morton who is an
ECB coach and the Clubs
‘Child Protection Officer’.
Other members of the coach-
ing team are Pete Bodily,
Jonny Hesketh and Michael
Giles. Itis also hoped to train
more coaching assistants
over the season to help cope
with the large number we
hope will attend the sessions
Under 13's

This season we have entered
an Under 13's team in the
local league, most of these
games will be played on a
Thursday evening but the
occasional one will be a
Tuesday or Wednesday. We
are looking for parents sup-
port with the transport ar-
rangements. There are still a
couple of games to arrange
but at the moment the fixtures
listis as follows:

Thurs 11 May - Copford - Away
Thurs 25 May - Copford - Home

Thurs 1 June - Earls Colne - Home
Thurs 8 June - Great Bromley - Home
Thurs 29 June - Mistley - Home

Wed 5 Jul y- Great Bromley - Away
Tues 11 Jul y- Earls Colne- Away
Thurs 20 Jul y- Mistley - Away
Kelvedon and District Girls - TBC

Training for the U13's will start with an indoor
nets session at the Colne Community College,
the date and time for this will be published once
arrangements have been made.

Thank you Taverners

A big thank you must go to the Lords Taverners
who have donated a full set of under 13 cricket
equipment for the coming season.

Inter Cricket

This is for the slightly older children, not quite
old enough or experienced enough to play for
the U13's team this year. It introduces them to
wearing pads and protection and uses a slightly
harder ball. Itis a fast and fun game which can
be played in and out of doors.

Kwik Cricket

For the younger children, played with a softer
ball and introducing them to the game of cricket.
There are a number of variation of the game
which involves all the players and can have 1, 2
or 4 batsmen. Volunteers are needed to help
with the running of the KWIK Cricket.

For the Adults

The bar will be open for the members and
parents whilst the coaching and games are
taking place. Social Membership costs just £5
to enable you to take advantage of our low bar
prices.

A New Bowling Machine for the Club

The Club has ordered, and is awaiting the arrival of, a new Bowling

machine.

The committee decided after some sole searching to

invest in a new bowling machine. The machine can be used both
inside and outside and it is hoped that it will be at the club in time
for the nets sessions that start at the beginning of April.

You will see the machine on the square throughout the season as
the batsmen perfect their technique, it's a shame we wont be able
to name it in the starting 11 at weekends, | hear it is more mobile
than some of the second team fielders.

Cricket Club News

Games for April and May
1st Team

Sun 30 April Gosfield H

Sun 7 May Eight Ash Green H
Sun 14 May Bocking A

Sun 28 May Gt Braxted A
Mon 29 May Shalford H

2nd Team

Sat 22 April - Abberton A

Sun 30 April - N. Springfield A
Sat 13 May - St Osyth Home
Sun 28 May - Gt Braxted Home

What else is happening?

Cricket Force Weekend 8/9 April
2006 - help make the Clubhouse a
better place. Contact any commit-
tee members for Information on
how you can help.

Sponsorship - Advertise on our
Shirts, in our Fixtures Book or
sponsor a match ball. Contact any
Committee members for details.

Committee Members
Richard Morton

Pete Bodily
Peter Giles
Rupert Haxell
Michael Giles
Dave Davis
Tim Maskell
Len Clayden
Tim Jordan
Geoff Wright

Neil Moreton



New Clerk

As from the I April Geoff Catchpole will have retired and Janet
Bloomfield will be in office. We take this opportiiymto say thank you
to Geoff for his 30 years service to the villagePasish Council Clerk
and wish him a happy time away from taking minwaed keeping us
in order.

Those of you who have visited the Community Rese@entre
will have already met Janet. We welcome her ini® tiew role. Please
would you note that all correspondence should newatidressed to
The Clerk, Community Resource Centre, Village HBIpugh Road,
Great Bentley, CO7 8LD Tel 256410

Community Resource Centre

We have noted that very few have made use of thard®y morning openings at the
Community Resource Centre except when people wamneecned to inspect the Gravel extraction
plans. Tuesdays have been quite busy. Thereforbave decided to change the times to fill the
established needs.

The new opening times from th& April will be:-

Tuesdays 9.30 am to 12.40 pm

Thursdays 2 pmto 7 pm
Occasionally when Janet is on holiday or sick then@unity Resource Centre may be closed. Please
remember the Community Resource Centre is open ywhieisee the sign board out at the entrance to
the Village Hall car park.

We hope that this new arrangement will fill the ciege have seen for afternoon visits and also
enable people to pop in after work. When therensed again we will open for longer hours.

Foreign Registered Lorries

Some of you have complained about the parking cdido lorries in our streets. The police
have attended the one at Aingers Green and doné tiveg can but they have a problem with
prosecuting foreign vehicle drivers for traffic efices. You may have seen in the press that the
Government is proposing to change the law so thdtase circumstances the police can impose “pay
now or | clamp you fines” to cover this issue.

Village Caretaker

David Tyler our caretaker reported to our MarchigtaCouncil meeting that during February
there was an increase in fly tipping around théagé including by the recycling bank. These
included Gas bottles, Fridge, Washing machine, €gdkreezer & Tyres. He reported these events
and gives credit to Onyx who very rapidly cleartbp mess. He asks if members of the public will
contact him direct at 66 Birch Avenue, 251095, otiysee any litter or vandalism and then he can
report directly to the authorities.

Robert Taylor Chairman of the Parish Council
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As many of you will recall, in the past two issues we have mentioned the work of the Essex Air Ambulance and
the Police helicopter, both of which have permission to land on the green. This of course is not without its
problems. (Quick reminder to those who use the green. Please go immediately to the nearest path or road to
give the pilot clear space for a safe and swift landing. Time is of the essence.)

From the first of the month a new improved emergency service system will be in use, prompted as you might
expect, by Health and Safety legislation. This new procedure is to be trialled in Essex and if successful will be
actioned in all other counties in England and Wales. It will facilitate speedier and safer night time landings. You
have | am sure been aware of helicopters flying low over the village, and in particular the green, during recent
evenings. This has been the preliminary procedure for this new innovative night flight initiative and the pilots have
been evaluating the safest landing sites in close proximity to the nearest vehicular access that Health and Safety
will allow.

The new Night Aid System will comprise a marked circle comparable to those at officially designated helicopter
landing sites and similar to those on board ships with aircraft landing facilities. It will not, however, be a
permanent fixture............ so here comes the clever bit from the firm, and it is indeed a first for the company
ILIRPA H.Q.. The luminous pink landing circle will be activated by a critical detector triggered by the powerful
light beam which the pilot obviously uses to land at night. The pilot will need to wear special anti-glare goggles as
the bright light reacts with the detector and the special substance will immediately react and illuminate the safe
landing site showing a fluorescent pink circle. This will take a few hours of sunshine to return to a colourless state
and hence only show the grass. A torch may also activate the “circle” so night time dog walkers may be in for a
bit of a shock! The only permanent mark may come from a flattening of the grass similar to crop circles.

Phase two in this experiment is already underway with a permanent pink dye which could be used by the football
club to mark out their pitch. This could herald the end to many of the disputes as to whether or not the “ref” has
given a correct decision.

HOW TO MAKE AN EGG TREE
ADVERTISEMENTS

Hard boiled eggs

o ) Pipe cleaners
We now have a waiting list for advertisers and we Felt-tipped pens

will try to fit them in as soon as a space becomes Tree branch, about
available.  Meanwhile please bear in mind the 1 metre in length
following, as some offer a different service to any of Bucket of sand

those who already advertise regularly. Pastel powder paint, knife, spoon
Geoff Cooper - Chimney Sweep 1 Place branch into bucket of sand. Paint with
Mobile: 07971 777386 pastel paint.
. ) 2 Carefully cup tops off eggs. Scoop out egg very
Alan Winch - Fencing gently.
250504 3 Using paint or pens, colour designs on outside of
) N _ egg shells. Tissue paper may also be stuck onto
Special Edition - Double Glazing egg shells for decoration.
Plough Road Centre - 251524 4 Very gently, stick a pin through bottom of egg to
) _ make a small hole. Carefully push a pipe cleaner
Michelle Auer - Reflexologist through hole. Bend end over to keep it inside
308751 egg.
- ) ) 5 Curve end of pipe cleaner to form a hook. Hang
Paul Billing - Will Instruction the eggs all over the painted branch. Keep tree
01255 871403  Mobile: 0785 660619 throughout the year for holiday celebrations.

Decorate your tree with whatever you feel
symbolises a special occasion.
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Great Bentley
Good Neighbours

Our Good Neighbours scheme
was nominated for an award
from the High Sheriff of Essex
for the work we do in the

village. We were invited to a

ceremony at Braintree on th& 7

March. Dreena Williamson,

Sylvia Adams, Brenda Gourley,
Maureen Johnson and | were
able to attend. We were all
welcomed to the evening by the
High Sheriff herself who came
in escorted by her sword bearer.
In attendance too were Mayors
and Chairman of Councils

throughout Essex including

Mary Bragg from Tendring. It

was quite a glittering occasion
with all those chains. The buffet
was quite good too. We listened
to examples of good work by
people throughout Essex
towards making this county a
safer and better place to live. It
was quite impressive. There was
an official photographer and we
hope shortly to have photos.

We did not win our class and with it one of theefisups but we did get presented with the certicat
which is reproduced on this page.

Thank you to all of you that put in the work thatikes the Goods Neighbours scheme the envy of many
areas around us. To all those who are the roadchstisvand drivers a big thank you from the committee
for all your work.

Yours sincerely Robert Taylor
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TENDRING WATER AID

The Tendring Water Aid Team left Great Bentley Green at 12 noon on the 26th December 2005. Their mission
was to travel 14,000 miles to Cape Town and to raise £60,000 for Water Aid.

From Great Bentley the team travelled through France and Italy. Although this part of the journey was covered
quickly, it was not without excitement!

In order to get the Land Rovers into Northern Africa the team needed to make two ferry trips across the
Mediterranean. From a chaotic Civitavecchia port in Italy the team crossed to Sicily and then on to Tunisia.
The crossings were very rough and the experienced sailors in the group advised the rest to eat plenty and to
try and get to sleep quickly. After an arduous eighteen hours they found themselves safe in Northern Africa.

Tunisia was an enjoyable experience for the team, although none of them really knew what to expect.
They were able to put their roof-top tents to the test when they camped one of the first nights on the edge of
the Sahara.

The next country was Libya. Several of the group donned local attire to try and blend in, but
unfortunately just resembled rather red faced Jedi knights! The Libyans were all very friendly and the team
even enjoyed the odd party around the campfire with their armed guards! One of the most pleasant
experiences came when they went to refuel the Land Rovers - £25 filled all five!

Egypt followed Libya and this proved to be the most stressful part of their journey. After such a fantastic
start, clocking up well over 2000 miles in a little over a week, the team had their progress thwarted. They were
rather unfairly penalised for speeding as they were unaware that the speed limit decreased because they were
not in a convoy. When they went to pay their fine, the police station was closed for a holiday.

Not able to spare the valuable travelling time to wait around, they decided to drive on through to catch
the “Aswan to Wadi Halfa” ferry. They reasoned that they would be able to pay their fine in a police station
before they left the port. Unfortunately, this didn't save any time as the ferry was also closed due to the
holiday. After a week of waiting, experiencing various threats of being returned to the port of entry, filling in
forms and travelling between various police stations, the team were able to catch a lift with a chartered ‘ferry’.
The team commented that this was the most bureaucracy experienced on the whole trip. Half the team were
able to travel on a ‘half star luxury cruiser’ (basic amenities), whilst the drivers had to stay with their vehicles on
what turned out to be a raft pulled by a tug (no amenities). The crossing took them across the Aswan Dam into
Sudan and should have taken around 24 hours. Nearly four days later the team were finally reunited on dry
land!

The team had a wonderful stay in Sudan, the majority of people were very friendly and the country itself
was starkly beautiful. The going was pretty tough however, with sand replacing tarmac and G.P.S replacing
road signs.

The team felt positive about their arrival in Ethiopia as border control took less than an hour — quite a
treat compared to the six hours at the Egyptian border. They found the people very friendly along the entire
route, although the pot holes in the roads were rather wearing on the shock absorbers (and the team’s
bottoms).

Addis Ababa was a welcome relief as the team could at last bathe themselves!!! Their hotel was
conveniently situated next door to the Water Aid office and they were able to make a presentation about their
trip to a Water Aid conference. They were also taken to a recently finished project. A 360 metre deep bore
hole had been installed which delivered clean water to over 500 families. Latrines had also been created. The
bore hole cost around 20,000 pounds to install. The team were inspired to think that, all going well, the money
they raised would pay to install three more similar projects- as well as helping to continue the education
programmes being run in local schools.

The team then travelled through Kenya and were able to take in the stark and extremely rough terrain
leading from Moyale to Marsabit National Park. The team had time for a quick peak at Mount Kenya and a brief
tour of rose production on a farm in Nanuki, then it was into Tanzania. Once in Malawi, the group were able to
enjoy Lake Malawi with water skiing, swimming and a bit of beach volleyball.

The next country on the route was Zambia. They were able to visit some very interesting farms,
including two very different tobacco farms. On the way out the team enjoyed a fantastic cruise on the Zambezi
with views of lions, elephants and hippopotamus. They had a soaking stopover when they visited Victoria
Falls, which, unbeknown to them, was preparation for the torrential rain soon to be experienced in Namibia.
They could not travel through Botswana, as initially planned, because the roads were so flooded they could
only just make out the tree tops peaking through the water. Instead they drove through the stunning Etosha
Park and down the Skeleton Coast in Namibia — they soon found that even this was not a very dry option!
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From Swakopmund on the Skeleton Coast, the team travelled to Soussosvlei. On one morning they got up
particularly early to watch the sun rise over the 200m high sand dunes. The impressive sight was apparently
worth the early start. Next in store for the team was a stay in the Cedarburg wilderness area.

The team travelled the long road down the Northern Cape and then it was the glorious sight of friends
and family, and a bottle of champagne or two, that awaited them in Cape Town.

The Land Rovers averaged a distance of 13,223 miles each, with only two punctures! Importantly,
nearly £45,000 has been raised so far — the journey may be complete, but the fundraising is not. The team
intend to reach their target of £60,000 and so more fundraising will now ensue. Not bad going for a group of
farmers from Tendring! Please feel free to... Check the website —
www.colchestertocapetown.com for further updates an d information on fundraising or simply to
donate.....

The team:
Sam Lawrence, Barry Thurlow, Robert Macdonald, Thomson Mitchell, Adam Brown, George Wright, Ben
Parker, Geoff Parker, Ken Brown and Tom Brown.

Great Bentley Youth Football Club

Cliff the Coerver Coach has done two sessions on the Green and it seems to be going down very well with the
kids. Their faces when he mentioned that they would be working on the Rumminige and Littbastki turn were a
delight, if he had said that it was a Rooney or Joe Cole turn then they might not have been so puzzled. But
coupled with the football history lesson, his ability to hold the attention of 12 or 13 kids and the skills that he
has started to teach we believe that this will prove to be good use of some of our funding. The kids have all
said that they enjoyed the sessions even though they are quite physical. All the coaches have learned from
watching Cliff as well, not just the football skills but the control that he has with the children whilst also making
the sessions a great deal of fun.

Our Year two (Under 7's) had another game on the Green on the 11™ March, this time against Lawford and
enjoyed a fantastic 5-2 victory. All the children in the team played well and had a great time, well done to Sol
Budinger for his hat-trick. The team for the record was Lewis Hollidge, Callum Lee, Sam Young, Robin
Webster, Callum Warder, Harvey Dorling, Sol Budinger, Louie Skeggs and Alfie Morley. This coincided with
our older boys being coached by Coerver Cliff and it was brilliant to see so many children on the Green playing
football, there must have been at least 50 at one point when the game was going on, this really gave us a
good feeling as we must be doing things in the right way.

Our stint using the all weather surface at the Colne is coming to an end, our final session will be on the 29"
March, from the 5™ April we will once again be on the Green on Wednesday evenings. Coerver Cliff will be
training the older boys again on the 25" March so it will be good to see the Green full again.

Finally, a big thank you to all of our sponsors Bathroom Studios, Carpenters Farm, The Plough Inn and Hunt
Cranes and Plant for their support. | must also thank Clacton Lions for their donation as well, all of this help is
excellent and we very much appreciate it, you'll soon see some of these names on our new training drill tops
that the kids will hopefully be wearing around the village.

Scott

Contacts

Scott Young 07762 572035 scott-young@supanet.com
Graham Budinger graham@budinger.co.uk

Cliff Warder _cliff@thewarders.com
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2005-06

FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 1 - RESULTS AND FIXTURES

Sat 25Feb H Alresford Colne R Res 7-2 K. Russell 2, S. Oldhamstead 2, D. Gray 2, |. Morton

Sat 4 March H Gosfield United 4-0 S. Oldhamstead 2, I. Morton, G. Knight

Sat 11 March A Boxted Lodgers 4-2  D. Gray, G. Knight, J. Hesketh, S. Oldhamstead

Sat 25March A Coggeshall Town Res

Sat 1 April H Bradfield Rovers

Sat 8 April A Weeley Athletic Res

Sat 15 April A Glemsford & Cav Utd

Sat 22 April A Alresford Colne R Res

Sat 29 April A Gosfield United

Sat 6 May H Glemsford & Cavendish U

TBA H Weeley Athletic Harwich Intermediate Charity Cup.
RESERVES BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 2 - RESULTS AND FIX TURES

Sat 25Feb A Little Oakley Res 0-4

Sat 11 March H Hedinghams United 1-1  N. Goodwin

Sat 18 March A St Osyth Res P-P St Osyth unable to raise side

Sat 25March H Mistley United Res

Sat 1 April A Brightlingsea Regent

Sat 15 April H Little Oakley Res

Sat 22 April A Foxash Social

Wed 26 April H Brightlingsea Regent 6.30pm

Sat 29 April A Hedinghams United

Wed 3 May A Earls Colne Res 6.30pm

Sat 13 May H Kelvedon Res

Sat 20 May H Bures United Res

TBA H Little Oakley Res Harwich Junior Charity Cup

All Sunday kick-offs are 3.00pm. The reserves home game with Kelvedon is on Cup Final day, so that kick-off
time may be revised. It is also possible that their Little Oakley cup game could be played on Saturday 8 May.
With all remaining league fixtures now to hand, there is an outside chance that if the first team win their last seven
games, and other results go their way, they could finish in a promotion position. Two very big “ifs”, but they have
been in tremendous form since their Junior Cup exit, upping their goals-from-chances ratio from roughly 1 in 10 to
1in 4. In fact, a goal looks likely every time we attack at the moment. However, before | get too carried away,
there is still a tendency to ease up/showboat, before the game is won, and this could yet cost us dear. Having
gone 7-0 up against Alresford with 20 minutes left, we made an understandable triple substitution, but then
completely lost our shape, conceded two goals and had to rely on goalie, Al, for a string of fine saves to maintain
our advantage - coasting gave way to utter panic. Luckily the same scenario did not occur a week later, when, in
a commanding performance, we never gave Gosfield a look in. Thence to Cage Lane, Boxted, and a ground so
steeped in hex, jinx, hoodoo, Indian signs and hobgoblins, that a fearsome chill grips all Bentley folk as soon as
they turn off the Straight Road. On this occasion we came from a goal down to lead 3-1 just after the break, and
with the home side fading, the demon Lodger summoned up one almighty blizzard to blow straight in our faces.
Boxted scored a second, and lan and Alex cut out certain goals, but as the demon ran out of puff, Steve O
restored our two-goal advantage and the jinx was beaten. Just one question remains unanswered. When their
keeper felled Steve in the box and the ref waved play on, why did Ledgie blast the loose ball over the nearby
kiddies playground, rather than walk it into the unguarded net? Answers to “Dumbkopf”, The Football Hut.

The reserves managed to halt a mini slump with their draw at home to Hedinghams. A better showing should
really have bagged all three points, but for a bizarre own goal. We led at the break, and comfortably snuffed out
the visiting attack, which failed to muster a single shot in the second half, and yet they equalised. Keeper, Ethi,
called for the ball at the near post, but the unfortunate Searlesy beat him all ends up with a header to the far post,
and United went home with a point. It came as quite a shock to hear that St Osyth Reserves had pulled out of the
league, and | sincerely hope that they reconsider, especially as they have already played 23 of 30 games.
Despite poor results against Mersea and Little Oakley, we still have the best defensive record in the division, and
will be looking to push on into the top half by the end of the season.

FEBRUARY DRAW WINNERS - No. 178: G. Buck £50; No. 141: M. Hesketh £25; No. 113: P. Stebbings £20.
The February Draw will be made on 1st April. | try to choose days with the best combination of fixtures.
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Sat 1st
2nd
4th
4th
Tues 4th
Wed 5th
Thurs 6th
Thurs 6th
Fri  7th
Fri  7th

Fri 7th

Sun
Tues

Tues

DIARY FOR APRIL 2006
COFFEE MORNING & SPRING OPEN GARDEN, See p. 17
DEANERY TAIZE SERVICE, seep. 4
RECYCLING, Aingers Green
MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Outside Plough, 10.50am-11.45am
W.I. Mrs Leng, Mastermind, Village Hall, 8pm
BENTLEY BEARS 2.15pm, St Mary’s Church
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall

MOTHERS’ UNION, Vestry Room, 7.30pm, Children’s Society

RECYCLING, Great Bentley
COFFEE MORNING, Methodist Church, 10-12 noon
EVERGREEN CLUB EASTER LUNCH, Vestry Room, p. 23

Sat 8/Sun 9tICRICKET CLUB REFUBISHMENT WEEKEND, p. 19

Mon 10th
Tues 11th
Wed 12th
Thurs 13th
Sat  15th
Mon 17th
Tues 18th
Tues 18th
Tues 18th
Fri  21st
Fri 21st
Wed 26th
Thurs 27th
Fri ~ 28th
Sun  30th

BLOOD DONORS, Village Hall

ART CLUB, Village Hall, Stones and Shells.

FARMERS MARKET, Great Bentley, 2-4pm, Village Hall
HISTORY SOCIETY, Lavenham Church, p. 23
BRIGHTLINGSEA MUSEUM RE-OPENS, page 13
MAGAZINE DEADLINE

GARDENING CLUB, Spring Show, Village Hall, p. 23
RECYCLING, Aingers Green

MOBILE POLICE UNIT, Outside Plough, 10.50am-11.45am
RECYCLING, Great Bentley

LADIES SUPPER, Vestry Room, See p. 17
EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, AGM, p. 23
FARMERS’ MARKET AT BRIGHTLINGSEA

MAGAZINE COLLATING, Vestry Room, 9am
WEELEYHALL WOOD NATURE RESERVE, p. 23

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sat 6th May Coffee Morning & Plant Sale,p. 19

Sat 13th MayHospice Annual Plant Sale & Coffee Morning
Sat 20th MaySt Mary’s Church Fayre
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