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DISCLAIMER 
Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor 
the Editor take responsibility for the information given or views 
expressed in the Great Bentley Parish News.  Nor is any 
culpability accepted in work undertaken by advertisers. 

 2005 
EDITORIAL 

 
 
 

�
Internationally the past twelve months have been 
horrendous with devastating natural disasters striking 
and eliminating communities in many different 
countries.  The Tsunami on Boxing Day, Hurricanes 
destroying New Orleans and now parts of Mexico and 
the earthquake in Pakistan.  Back home we were all 
shocked and horrified by the terrorist atrocities 
committed in London in July. 
 
In Great Bentley we have recently lost many “real 
villagers” and stalwarts of our community.  I truly 
believe that a successful village is not determined by its 
location, wealth or status but by the people themselves.  
We need characters, volunteers, those willing to give 
selflessly for the sake of others.  Being high profile is 
not a vital priority but  being a good neighbour is.  To 
that end we can all play our part. 
 
Life in Great Bentley could change dramatically and 
indeed forever, if the enormous development takes 
place on our doorstep, at Frating, and surrounding 
villages.  Please read Robert Taylor’s message and 
take action regarding the Draft Replacement Local 
Plan.  It is obvious from the first phase that opposition 
was overwhelming but we are told that even if we wrote 
to object to the first phase it ��� �����  that we do so 
again if we object to the amended proposals. 
 
On a brighter note what a wonderful autumn we have 
had.  The gardens still look beautiful and are full of 
colour.  To date I believe that we have only had one 
slight ground frost and at the time of writing the summer 
bedding and baskets at many homes are still blooming 
well.  However the long term weather forecasters are 
predicting an extremely cold winter.  Christmas goods 
are festooning the shops, but I prefer a bit of a last 
minute panic!  Don’t forget to stack up with the logs 
(see page S) and to order your Christmas Turkey (see  
insert).  It’s also just the right time to make your 
Christmas Puddings so that they have time to mature 
before “the day”.  Plenty of jobs to keep us going even 
when the weather takes a turn for the worse! 
 
Mary Maskell 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Thirty something years ago - when my architectural studies were still fresh in my memory - I 
splashed out on a dining table and chairs. They were very nineteen-sixties, white, simple and curvy - 
like pieces of sculpture. I thought they were very beautiful and I have continued to love them and 
enjoy them - even when the sixties went right out of fashion. You can glimpse them through the 
Vicarage front windows if you are walking down Moors Close! Now they seem to have come back 
into the height of fashion. I keep on seeing them in glossy magazine pictures of fashionable interiors. 
They have become modern antiques - but I just love them for themselves.  
. 

They are looking very special at the moment because an old friend from my architectural days has 
just been to stay and has given us a big bunch of white lilies to say thank you. For years I have rather 
disliked white lilies! Back before the days when course-work counted towards examinations, I was 
forced to spend three hours locked up with my pencil, paper and a vase of these blooms in order to 
show the Art ‘A’ Level examiners that I could draw flowers. That really put me off them until now. 
The difference is that now I can admire them in all their glory as they stand in the middle of my 
round white table. The table and the lilies enhance each other. Now I am looking with fresh eyes and 
seeing what  lovely flowers they really are.  
. 

In his poem “Little Gidding”, T.S. Eliot spoke about returning to where we started and knowing the 
place for the first time. There was a period when spiritual things went out of fashion. That didn’t 
stop them being beautiful. Things have now come full circle and the spiritual dimension to life is 
being valued once again. People who understandably reacted against having Christianity forced on 
them as children are now seeing it with fresh eyes. Like my table and my lilies, people are finding 
that spirituality and church go beautifully together.  Let’s enjoy them! 
 
 With all good wishes,    
  Bernard Metcalfe (Church of England Vicar)  
 
 



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN GREAT 
BENTLEY DURING NOVEMBER 2005 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH 
�
���%��$��6��#��"*'�#�'1� *)������� ���+�
��1�/����$��#�
""��707�+�07�.��

��!!�
 *)�3��/� /���6��#��"*'�#�+�807�.��

��" ��3��/� /���6��#���1�$'�#�+�807�.��

�

Tue. 1st  7.30pm Deanery Standing Committee 
Wed. 2nd  10.00am Holy Communion 
Thur. 3rd   10.15am Mothers Union in the Vestry Room 
Sat. 5th  10.30am Essence in the Vestry Room 
 
SUN. 6th THIRD  SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School 
Mon. 7th    7.30pm Meditative Prayer Group at Windsor, 
    Clacton Road, Thorrington 
Wed. 9th     10.00am Holy Communion 
   2.15pm Bentley Bears 
Fri. 11th  11.00am Short RBL Act of Remembrance at 
    the War Memorial 
Sat. 12th  10.30pm Essence in the Vestry Room 
 
SUN. 13TH   REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  10.00am United Service of Remembrance  
    followed by 
  10.45am R.B.L. Act of Remembrance at the 
    War Memorial 
Wed. 16th     10.00am Holy Communion. 
Sat 19th  10.00am PCC in the Vestry Room 
 
SUN 20TH    SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT -  
  CHRIST THE KING 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30pm Sung Eucharist & Sunday School  
Tue 22nd 4.00pm Churches Together in the Vicarage 
Wed. 23rd  10.00am Morning Prayer 
 
SUN 27TH  ADVENT SUNDAY 
  8.00am Holy Communion 
  9.30am Sung Eucharist 
  11.00am Advent Adventure 
  1.00pm Public Baptism 
We welcome you to worship with us during November. 
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
T h e leaders 
o f ADVENT ADVENTURE 

11am SUNDAY 27th NOVEMBER 

A special service designed by children 
for children 

 We welcome you to worship with us during November.  
Morning worship will normally be held at 10.30 a.m.  
The leaders of worship are set out below:- 
 
November 6th  Rev Robin Searles  

November 13th  Remembrance at St Mary’s 10am 

November 20th   Ourselves 

November 27th  Mamie Beach 

 
Each week the following events are held at our  
Church ring these numbers for more information 
 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 251330 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 250431 
Bowls Club   Alternate Thursdays   2 p.m. 250431 
Junior Adventurers      Fridays 7 p.m. 250087.  
For children in school year 3 and older.  
 
Coming Events 
Circuit Celebrations 6.30pm 

at Great Bentley 6th November  
at Trinity Clacton 27th November 
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Our thanks go to Nicky Justice for organising a 
successful river trip for us last month.  The day 
was somewhat dull and misty but the company 
was sparkling and a great time was had by all. 
 
We meet this month on Thursday 3rd November 
at 10.15am in the Vestry Room to hear Diana 
Bandy who is a splendid speaker, talk about the 
Action and Outreach work of Mothers’ Union 
both at home and overseas.  I do hope a goodly 
number will be able to attend.  Everyone will be 
most welcome - it will be a good opportunity to 
learn about the work which is done world-wide; 
helping in so many countries, sometimes in very 
difficult conditions. 
 
Prayers will be offered for this work at the 10am 
service of Holy Communion on Wednesday 16th 
November. 
 
Plans are being made for our Advent Supper on 
1st December.  If you would like to come I would 
be very pleased to hear from you. 
 
 
�#��!���!�#�"*�
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SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 

 
Sunday 6th  - Third Sunday before Advent 

Sidespersons - Carole & Peter Allington 
Intercessions - Maida Brown 
 
Sunday 13th November - Remembrance Day 
 
Sunday 20th November - Christ the King 
     Sunday next before Advent 

Sidespersons - Jean Acutt & Mary Beard 
Intercessions - Penny Metcalfe 
 
Sunday 27th November - Advent Sunday 

Sidespersons - John & Jennie Moss 
Intercessions - Wendy King 
 
 

 
 
 

 
COFFEE ROTA�

�
6th Wendy Smith/Karen Williams 

13th Remembrance Sunday 

20th Graham & Auriol Thornton 

27th Rita Coles/Audrey Meaden 

 

CLEANING ROTA 
.5th Pat & Peter Nunn 

12th Linda Hayes 

19th Maria Pagram 

26th Lesley Wood 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
ROTAS FOR  

NOVEMBER 2005 
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17th October Kathleen Daisy Davis 

17th October Arthur Howard Osborne 

19th October Gordon Lord 

26th October Melle Jansma 

4 
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Bedding for the animals at the rescue centres has been 
arriving at the house at a steady rate over the summer 
months and we have been able to deliver a good supply 
ready for the winter.  Sadly no matter how big a stock we 
set up it will soon start to need replenishing, so the work 
continues.  Judy and I are always very impressed by the 
generosity of kind folk both in and around the village who 
help us to assist this little charity.  We would particularly 
like to thank those who have donated pet food, items for 
sale in the associated charity shops and those kind 
ladies who have knitted cat blankets and heated pad 
covers.  Your donations of old blankets, curtains, towels, 
covers, duvets, sheets and sleeping bags are all used to 
directly improve the welfare of the animals currently 
being cared for at the various rescue centres that we 
help.  Thank you very much. 
�!�*�� $�".&��7���'���4�#&���!,����8���
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Colin and Maureen would like to give a huge thank you 
to everyone who got together for a cuppa and chat and 
helped raise a fantastic £450 for the Macmillan Cancer 
Care Coffee Morning. 
 It was a great morning and 90 people enjoyed 
themselves with friends to help make a difference to 
those living with cancer, also support for their families. 
 Thank you to Clacton Lions Club for sponsoring 
us, to all the Lions families who helped before and 
during the morning, also to the staff and customers of 
Gaskins Hairdressers for their contributions. Thank you. 
��1���*�<��"! *�="�*$"*�
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I would like to thank all those who either attended or 
generously donated money or raffle prizes to the above 
show held at Great Bentley Village Hall on Saturday 1st 
October.  As a result £700 was raised which will be split 
between Macmillan Nurses and The Jefferson Ward 
Trust at Essex County Hospital in memory of Jayne 
Peak who sadly passed away a year ago this month. 
30=0�3��%�
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I would like to say a Big Thank You to all my friends and 
neighbours who sent cards and came to Kath’s funeral.  
Kath would have loved to have seen you all there and for 
the lovely flowers, also for the donations to Clacton 
Animal Aid.  We both love the cats especially the rescue 
ones.  Everyone has been so kind to me, they know how 
much I miss my big sister.  
Thank you all 
����#�
�
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Mary, Roger, Marianne, Pat and Luke would like to thank 
so many friends and neighbours for their letters and 
kindness shown to them in the sad loss of Gordon. 
�
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Happy 21st birthday 
on 10th November 

 
Wishing you every happiness and 

success in life 

Love 
Mum and Dad, Luke, Katherine and Hannah 

XXXXXXXXXXX 
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November 3rd 

Love from 

Pat, Jim and family 

XXXX 
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Lots of Love 

Mummy, Daddy and Taylor 

XXXXXX 

 

Love and Kisses 

Grandma 

XXXXX 

 

Lots of Love Nannie, Grandad & Steve 

XXXXX 
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There will be a coach going to Blue Water 
on Saturday November 5th. Leaving the 
village at 9.00am and departing Blue 
Water at 4.00pm.  Fare - £10 

Anyone interested  

please contact  

Joye on - ����?����A�A  

������
���	�
��
��������33	��������
 
Following the enormous success of last year's 
appeal I am asking if the kind people of our village 
would once again please give a rescue animal a 
Christmas dinner this year?  All you need to do is 
buy an item of any type of animal food and place it in 
the collection boxes that will be situated in various 
locations around our village during December.  
 
Listed below are those who have already agreed to 
have collection boxes and there will be updated 
posters around the village nearer the time detailing 
other possible sites once I have received their 
response to my request. 
 
Beryl at 18 Finch Drive 
Bentley Village Stores 
Great Bentley Garage 
Great Bentley Primary School 
Evergreens monthly club. 
. 
On behalf of all the animals THANK YOU 
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St Clere’s Hall Lane, St Osyth 
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Paintings by:  

Lavinia Hamer, Christine May, James Horsler  
and Allison Bond 
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Thorrington pre-school  
Open Day 

 
Would you like to give your pre-school child/children 
the opportunity to join our friendly caring enthusiastic 
team of staff, children and parents/carers? 
 
Then why not come along and join in the fun at our 
open day, where you will be able to look round our 
new pre-school, speak to our friendly staff and 
parents/carers, and see for yourselves what our 
children have been learning during their first half 
term and how extremely proud of them we all are.  
 
We look forward to seeing you and your child/
children on  
 
��������������� Tuesday 15th November 2005 
                       Between 1pm- 3pm. 
               At Thorrington Village Hall 
                     Opposite chapel lane 
                           Thorrington 
�
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For further information contact Laura on 
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RECYCLING  
FOR NOVEMBER 

 Aingers Green 
 
 Tuesday  8th 
 Tuesday   22nd 

 

 Great Bentley 

 Friday 11th 
 Friday 25th  
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MOBILE POLICE UNIT 
 

NOVEMBER 
WEDNESDAY  9th 

WEDNESDAY   23rd 
2.15pm - 3.30pm 

 
Outside the Plough Inn 
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The above event will again be held  

between 
6.00pm and 9.00pm approximately. 

 
Anyone wishing to have a stall  

should contact 
 

Jayne Chapman 
 
����?�7�7����
for further details and  
booking form 
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I met my two princesses Sammy-Jo & Faye at the 
Plough Road Centre for our first Carnival at 
Braintree on the 11th June. Our float was being 
towed by Matt Bovingdon.  It was freezing cold and 
windy not a good day for a carnival but at least it 
didn’t rain! Lots of people turned out to see us as we 
went around Braintree. I think that Braintree Carnival 
was the longest. 
               
The second Carnival was Brightlingsea and  we met 
Chris Whiteman who was towing the float.  This was 
the hottest of the lot. Half way though the 
Remembrance Service Faye White, one of my 
princesses, tooth came out!  We went to the bowling 
club for our Queen’s tea 

 
Now was my carnival and I can honestly say that our 
queen’s tea was the best thanks to Jackie Plummer. 
I gave out all the prizes and I nearly got knocked off  
the stage by Micky Mouse. 

 
Then there was Stowmarket! Terry & Stephanie 
Sadler were towing, en route we lost the sails to our 
windmill. We did several ‘u’ turn’s as we were trying 
to find the meeting point and time was going by fast. 
We got there in the end after missing the judging. It 
was a very hot day and we got water bombed and 
the float got stuck in the tarmac!!!  

 
Clacton Carnival, Faye was in sunny Corfu, whilst 
me and Sammy-Jo were in pouring rain right next to 
the sea.  We got absolutely soaked ore faces were 
so happy when we saw the church hall for the 
Queen’s teas. Alan & Cheryl Harris towed the last 
two carnivals. 
  
The last Carnival was at Burnham–on Crouch, which 
is a bit different as it is an illuminated carnival and 
starts at 7.30 at night. We are very grateful to Jamie 
and Matthew Plummer, who did a brilliant job of  
lighting up the float.  We started out at 2.30, this was 
going to be a long day!!! We got to the meeting place 
in plenty of time, with sails back on the windmill, the 
lights and a few balloons and ribbons.  We looked 
the bees knees!! The judges thought so too as we 
got very highly commended.    

 
I would like to thank everyone who towed the float.  I 
have really enjoyed being Carnival Queen 

 
Thank you again 

 
��!"���.� *)�!!�

A short service of 
remembrance will take place 

at the 
WAR MEMORIAL HALL 

FRATING on Sunday 13th 
November 2005 at 3pm. 

 
The service will be 

conducted by the Rev. 
Bernard Metcalfe 

 
Members of The Royal British Legion 

and Officers and Sea Cadets of TS Colne Light 
will be present 

 
All members of the community 

and their families welcome 

 
Father Christmas will be taking a few hours off from 
sorting toys to visit Great Bentley with his sleigh and 
helpers during the evening of Saturday 17th December - 
so please say hello and give him a wave. 
 He will be helped by members of CLACTON 
LIONS CLUB and Scouts and Guides of Great Bentley to 
help raise funds. 
 I am aware that last year two youngsters were 
collecting in Aingers Green saying they were from the 
Lions Club - this was not the case. 
 
�"� :"�� �9$"!1��� $�/1� �#� .!��$�� "*!#� ) 6�� �"� ��
/"!!�/�"�� � (��� *)� �� #�!!"(� ��9��'� 9��� *)� ����
� "*$� �")"� �*'� �� $��!�'� /"!!�/� *)� � *� �)� *�
( �������� "*$��")"0�
 
Looking forward to seeing you. 
�"! *�="�*$"*�
� � "*$��!19�":��!�/�"*�"*�����
�
�



9 

G�"1!'��� $�9��#"1HI�
�
Could you spare a little time to help some younger folk? 
They’re keen to learn, love games and fun, and also like a joke. 
Some Rainbows, Brownies and some Guides are feeling rather sad; 
Their leader’s leaving, or she’s gone (although they’re not all bad!) 
 
If no one else comes forward, their units will close down, 
No weekly meetings to enjoy, nor outings up to town. 
They’ll miss the games they love to play, and all the things they learn, 
And as for younger sisters - they’ll never get a turn. 
 
No special skills are needed - just time and patience too. 
There’s a really friendly District team to show  you what to do. 
“But where have all the Guiders gone?”  I’m sure you want to know, 
“Those maiden aunts and dear old folk who did it years ago?” 
 
Those people aren’t around these days; it’s down to me and you 
To give our time, make lots of friends, and help the youngsters too. 
It’s all too easy just to sit and hope for someone new, 
But people just like you now run Rainbows, Brownies and Guides too! 
 
�:�#"1�����"6����?��*'�1*'���?���*'� *����$��'� *�� �!. *)� *��*#�(�#�.!��$��/"*��/��� /��!!���� �$�#�
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Our 2005 appeal is well and truly up and running.  I 
am surrounded by filled shoe boxes, bags of knitted 
hats, mitts and scarves.  You are obviously ‘talking up’ 
the shoe boxes because more new people are taking 
part.  I am delighted that our local ‘Tesco’ store is on 
board.  I hope they enjoy the fun and challenge of 
filling boxes. 
 
I have been ‘out and about’ in Tendring speaking in 
Churches, schools and clubs and that brings forth 
good results.  It is delightful to visit schools and 
experience first hand the excitement of the children. 
 
A reminder that completed boxes should be with me at 
the latest by Sunday 6th November 2005.  These can 
be brought to the morning services at St Mary’s Parish 
Church or to the Methodist Church.  I am very grateful 
that boxes can also be left at Rambler Cottage, 
Plough Road, Great Bentley prior to the 6th. 
 
I look forward to thanking everyone and announcing 
our grand total next month. 
 
�� '���0���"(*�
J��!,�����A8K�
�

��5
�����5��
���
5���
�

��� ���#;$� ��1�/�&� ������ ��*�!�#� $1.."��$�
�*'� .��#$�:"�� �"��!�$$�.�".!�� /���'� :"��9#�
������1�/���"1$ *)���1$� .�
�
Through the support of our PCC and parishioners 
Church Housing Trust helps very many homeless 
people and those in housing need in our 
communities.  Church Housing Trust supports 
residents in over 70 projects including hostels, 
move-on housing, foyers, day centres, women’s 
refuges and mother and baby projects.  Donations 
received make a real difference to the lives of 
homeless people and are used for a variety of 
purposes including rehabilitation, education, training 
and resettlement. 
 
Church Housing Trust was founded in 1984 by 
Church Housing Association, to raise charitable 
funds to support hostels and provide welfare funds 
for homeless people in need. 
 
Donations by cheque, charity voucher, mastercard or 
charity card (payable to Church Housing Trust) may 
be sent to Church Housing Trust, PO Box 50296, 
London EC1P 1WF or via their website  
www.churchhousingtrust.org.uk. 
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Great Bentley Branch 

 
The 60 years on “We’ll Meet Again” party at Coppice 
Farm on September 17th proved to be a sell-out with 
nigh on 80 attendees.  The hall was decked out with 
flags and red, white and blue balloons, the tables were 
invitingly laid with blue squares over white cloths, Dame 
Vera Lynn promised that we would meet again over the 
loudspeakers and Sir Winston looked down approvingly 
from his portrait above the great fireplace.  As the 
Guests arrived in a wide array of 1940’s costumes, they 
were greeted with a demand to show their identity cards 
(in which form the tickets were printed) and handed a 
glass of bubbly and paper and pencil to guess the 
names of a series of celebrity pictures from the 1940s.  
The wartime menu was nevertheless plentiful and, 
following leek and potato soup, guests chose between 
rabbit stew, corn beef cottage pie, sausage and mash or 
macaroni cheese with jam sponge or bramble and apple 
pie for afters.  Then came the Loyal Toast and, as 
coffee was served, a live cabaret took the floor with 
Rosina Lemon, Philip Elwell, Bernard Jenkin and 
Donald Walker on the bill and concluded with a sing-a-
long of those old wartime favourites.  The evening 
continued with dancing to more tunes of the period and 
that well worn expression: “ a good time was had by all” 
has never been more apt. 
 
Whilst the committee is naturally pleased with the strong 
support given to this and other events, they remain 
disappointed that actual Membership in Great Bentley is 
so low and a drive to increase the number is underway. 
 
Future events already in the planning stage include a 
Games Evening in the Spring (Saturday April 15th), a 
Summer Garden Party (Sunday June 11th) and Barn 
Dance in the Autumn.  The AGM of the Great Bentley 
Branch will be on Friday January 20th in the Mitchell 
Room at 8pm. 
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Des was born in 1927 at Moggs Farm, 
Rippleside, Barking, Essex.  After the 
farmland was compulsorily purchased by the 
L.C.C. for housing the London overspill, the 
family moved to Upminster where his 
grandfather farmed, and lived in Hall Lane.  
In 1938 Des with his family moved to Frating 
and took over Lufkins Farm from his uncle 
William Poole.  Educated at Colchester 
Royal Grammar School, he stayed and 
helped his father run the farm during the war 
years while his sister and brother joined the 
RAF. 
 
He met Renee while she was serving locally 
in the Land Army.  They married in 1946 and 
had a son, Martin and daughter, Susan.  For 
several years they lived in Thorrington and 
moved to Great Bentley in the 60’s. 
 
Both Des and his brother Robin worked with 
their father in the family business of A.O. 
Poole and Sons growing vegetables and 
salads mainly for the London markets.  They 
were joined by their respective sons and the 
partnership thrived until recently when they 
were forced out of business by  cheap 
imports and falling prices.  As a 
consequence they now rent out their land. 
 
Des was once active in his local parish 
council and until recently an active member 
of the Fruiterers Company in the City, the 
National Farmers Union and the 
Freemasons.  He enjoyed playing snooker 
and when he was younger shooting and 
fishing. 
 
After a short stay in hospital he was 
diagnosed with stomach cancer and sadly 
died on 8th September in Colchester General 
Hospital. 
 
His funeral took place on 20th September 
and he was buried in Thorrington churchyard 
near his daughter.  He leaves a widow, son 
and two granddaughters. 
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I was bought by a nice family with two boys and two rabbits.  I rode in David’s pram until we were big enough 
to walk.  One day Denis leapt down the steps shouting “there is a war on”.  Master and mistress didn’t leap 
about with joy.  Sirens sounded but the folk could not hear the first distant ones so I had to howl to warn them.  
They collected some things and hid in the passage and seemed worried.  Master put on a tin hat and cycled 
around shouting “put those lights out”.  It was so dark outside the folk could not find their way around so I had 
to lead them home; can’t they smell our road and gate for themselves? 
 
One night there was a big noise and light and the door blew in and bricks hit me.  I ran out in a frenzy to fight 
who did it but master puts a muzzle on me during raids so I couldn’t.   
 
One day men came to dig a hole and make a big kennel in the garden for us to hide in.  Later we went by train 
with the rabbits in boxes to South Harting and all stayed in the little White House with Nan, her parrot Grugal 
and Auntie.  When soldiers came through some crammed in as well.  I remember it well as they shot deer for 
the butcher and then I had liver for dinner.  I thought I was the only one to be pushed out into the garden to do 
my business but now the folk did the same in a little shed.  If the farmer and his horse didn’t empty the buckets 
master dug it into the garden just like I try to do.  He grew nice vegetables. 
 
There were the Downs and the park and Denis expected me to catch rabbits but they are in our family, how 
barbarous.  I could catch those silly pheasants though and the folk leapt about with excitement and I had 
another nice dinner. 
 
One day we ran in and David said “we have seen a big hospital plane and the nice men waved back at us”.  
Mistress asked “how do you know”?  “They had black crosses on”, but once again they did not leap about with 
excitement after they had come all this way to see our village! 
 
One of these planes crashed into Harting Hill and killed the nice men and they did leap about with joy; just 
what is this cruel world coming to?  Grugal asked callers to come in if the folk were away and I leapt about to 
welcome them.  Our friend Hilda got a tiny piglet and dressed it as a baby to bottle feed it; something to do with 
the Ministry Inspector.  It was then hidden in the kennel in the garden and grew big but one day went away 
somewhere. 
 
David was sent further away and when Denis was 16 master took him back to Leigh to build ships for the war 
and I was very sad.  Why do they all leave such a nice village?  At last we all went back home, but they locked 
doors here to stop callers coming to make themselves a cup of tea.  Then came bombs that sounded like a 
noisy motorbike and I hate motorbikes.  It was nice when the engine stopped but the folk then got very 
frightened until there was a big bang. 
 
We used to go hungry; I had scraps and the folk often bread and dripping and tiny bits of cheese and things 
but one day they found there was food in the cupboard after all and had a party in the street with music and 
dancing into the night and master didn’t shout “put those lights out”. 
 
They really changed.  I heard sirens and howled and tried to lead them into the kennel in the garden but they 
just laughed and said it was on the radio or flood warning.  As long as I live I will never understand folk! 
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It’s great to see a late warm spell but it makes it terribly difficult to talk convincingly about winter -  keeping warm, 
flu jabs and so on. However, late October, early November is the time to take a few simple steps to ensure as 
trouble-free a winter as possible. 
 Keeping warm is going to be really important over the next few months for anyone elderly, house-bound or 
chronically sick. We have a few leaflets available in the surgery which contain tips on how to do it without breaking 
the bank, so do call in and have a browse sometime if you or someone close to you might benefit from them. 
 Moving onto the subject of flu jabs, it’s amazing that anyone who can have one free would turn it down, but 
still some people do. We are now running regular and frequent clinics when patients who are entitled to a free jab 
can be in and out of the nurse’s room in one minute flat – that’s all we allow for each appointment – and that’s 
protection ensured for the winter. 
 The jab doesn’t hurt (all our nurses have very gentle hands) and, as it is an inactive vaccine with no live virus 
in it, it cannot possibly cause anyone to get flu. However, it won’t stop colds, so if you were about to get one, you 
still will, but as anyone who has had genuine flu will confirm, even the worst cold is nothing compared to a dose of 
the real stuff. 
 One or two people have asked if the jab will protect against “Bird” flu and I’m afraid that it won’t. However, 
you have vastly more chance of getting ordinary flu, so don’t get side-tracked by any exotic variety. 
 We have plenty of jabs available, so if you have any of a range of  illnesses such as heart disease, diabetes, 
asthma, COPD, chronic liver or kidney disease, or if you are aged 65 or over, please make sure that you don’t miss 
out. This year, some care workers are also on the list by the way. If you think you might be eligible for a free jab, 
please ask. 
 Talking of care workers, we are now compiling a list of any of our patients who care for someone in their own 
home to save them from having to go into residential care. This could be a spouse, a parent or other elderly 
relative, a friend, a neighbour or even a child with a permanent disability. If you come into this category, please let 
us know. We can then let you have a “Carer’s Pack” which includes a variety of useful leaflets, addresses etc. The 
pack might help you to take advantage of the wide range of assistance and benefits which are available to carers 
but which are so often unclaimed. It would also enable us to send you quickly any new information that comes our 
way about new or changed benefits and services. 
 Over the last few months we have been doing a lot of work here at the surgery on improving and extending 
our recall systems, whereby we write to people who are due for review of things like asthma and high blood 
pressure, or who need a blood test. Sorry if we seem to be pestering you, but please help us to help you stay 
healthy by coming in when we call you. You never know what we might pick up on, even if you are feeling perfectly 
fit. 
 Finally for this month, people usually remember to tell us if they change their address, but we are plagued at 
present by out of date telephone numbers. If you have changed in the last year or two, please check next time you 
speak to us that we have the new one. The old one is not a lot of use if we need to contact you urgently! 
 
�1)����"* *�+�3��/� /����*�)���

 
GREAT BENTLEY 

FARMERS MARKET 
 

WEDNESDAY  
NOVEMBER 9th 

 
GREAT BENTLEY  

VILLAGE HALL 
2pm—5pm 

The Farmers Market in our village is for a �� �!� .�� "'�
of two or three months.  It was great to see so many 
villagers, and especially those who do not drive, being 
given the chance to buy fresh locally sourced produce.  
Refreshments available. 
 
It is hoped that this month we will have; 
Smoked salmon, cheese paté etc. 
Primrose Pork 
Crumbles Cakes, Pasties etc. 
Althorn Beef 
Eggs 
Hull FarmFruit & Juices 
Keepers Nursery, Fresh Vegetables 
Pear Crumbles 
Miss Stonehams Preserves 
Tony’s Fresh Fish 
Mortons Local Potatoes/Frozen Fruit 
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Firstly we would like to welcome the following 
children to the group. 
 
Olivia Perry - Joshua Perryman - Kingsley Hardwick 
 
and to wish good luck to Harvey Oxford who is 
leaving the area. 
 
The AGM was a great success, an excellent turn-
out.  Sadly we had to say goodbye to the following 
committee members. 
 
Carla Farrow - Kerry Knappett - Lorna Buxton - Lisa 
Sitch - Jenny Moor - Laura Smith - Hannah Black - 
Paulette Adams. 
 
Thank you for everything you have done to support 
the group and to ensure its smooth running.  We’ve 
had lots of laughs and fun along the way and who 
would have guessed Kerry would turn out to be such 
a great poet. 
 
A New Committee was formed as follows: 
 
Chairman: Kay Swan 
Treasurer: Pauline Lifton 
Secretary: Debbie Webster 
 
Committee Members: 
 
Jo Herbert, Sharon Houghton, Claire Reid, Hayley 
Perry, Debbie Beardsell.  There is still a vacancy for 
another member. 
 
�"���/"� *)��6�*�$,�
�
Christmas Party & Nativity Play - Last day of term 
Wednesday 21st December - return Monday 9th 
January. 
 
We would also like to thank the Carnival Committee 
for their donation.  It will help to provide some new 
toys for the children. 
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With the progressive tightening of legislation to 
reduce the dangers of passive smoking in our 
workplace, pubs and bars, it is probably no surprise 
that there is a campaign to raise awareness of 
second-hand smoke to our pets. 
 
Passive smoking has been shown to be linked to an 
increased risk of lymphoma in cats (a type of tumour) 
in Massachusetts veterinary teaching hospital a 2-3 
times increase risk was found in cats who lived in a 
smokers house. Exposure to 5 years or more tripled 
the risk of malignancy. It is also strongly suspected 
as causing or exacerbating chronic bronchitis and 
asthma, and may play a role in the development of 
other tumours as well. It is an area that warrants 
more research, but if humans suffer from passive 
smoke then our pets who live in the same rooms 
should be equally at risk 
 
 Chronic coughing in dogs is also linked to inhalation 
of passive smoke. This is probably the area we, as 
vets, see most cases. It is a bit of a give away if we 
do a bronchial wash (flushing the airway tubes) and 
find lots of cells with big black bits of carbon in them. 
When asked if anyone smokes, people invariably 
deny it, but the evidence is there and it certainly 
makes them cough more! 
 
According to NHS statistics smoke contains 4,000 
different chemicals, including more than 50 known 
cancer-causing substances such as arsenic, 
formaldehyde and ammonia. So what better reason 
for giving up smoking�� �� ���� 
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VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREEVILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREEVILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREEVILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE    

    
PLEASE……….. can we have our Village Christmas Tree back  this 
year?  It always looked so beautiful.  Why should a few thoughtless 
vandals spoil the enjoyment of the majority of villagersH�
�
�0�0�
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WILDLIVES 
Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre East Anglia 

Open for admissions: 10am-4pm (except in the case of a genuine emergency). 
 

Please ring in advance of arrival! 
 

‘Catkins’, Frating Road, Thorrington, Essex, CO7 8HT.  Tel: 01206 251174 
 
 

A hedgehog was brought into Wildlives recently, having had its nose almost completely removed by a garden  
strimmer. Strimming accidents are one of the most common hedgehog injuries we encounter at Wildlives, 
although usually they involve the hedgehog's head or legs. In this case, recently been the injury had caused the 
cartilage of the nose to collapse, obstructing the hedgehog's breathing. Ana Lapaz, our veterinary surgeon, 
removed part of the cartilage to enable the hog to breathe more easily. A routine course of antibiotics ensured 
against the risk of infection, and the hedgehog made a complete recovery. It was released a couple of weeks 
later.  
 

 
Talking of hedgehogs... 
Time once again for Wild lives' annual reminder about bonfire night. Hedgehogs like to have somewhere 
warm to sleep during the day, and the pile of logs, branches, leaves and shrubbery that you call a bonfire, the 
hedgehog might be hoping to call 'home'. Please check bonfires before you set light to them, else you are liable 
to catch sleeping hedgehogs unawares. Fireworks are another problem. Domestic animals often react with 
terror to the noise caused by fireworks. Wild animals are much the same. Bear in mind therefore, that the 
fireworks that make no noise at all are the most animal friendly. 
 
 
POISONED FOX 
The RSPCA brought a fox to the fundraising to Centre in a collapsed state.  Despite efforts to resuscitate him, 
he died shortly afterwards. There would like to were no external injuries; he was in good condition and there 
seemed, at that point, to be no apparent Jackie, Liz, reason for his death. Later however, Ana, and volunteer 
Lucy from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, performed a post mortem. What they found was a case 
of multi-organ failure: the lungs, stomach and small intestine were all congested with blood. The post mortem 
report concluded that the most likely cause was poisoning. The DEFRA National Wildlife Management Team 
have now taken on the case. Please note that there are no from outside the poisons which can be legally used 
on foxes. Furthermore, with regard to the poisoning of other animals, such as rats, the law requires that the 
poison be sufficiently protected to avoid the accidental poisoning of other birds and mammals. 
 
 
Gull senses something is afoot 
The RSPCA also brought in a black-headed gull - with an unexpected companion. A clam had clamped onto 
the gull's toe, and the weight of it was such that the bird was unable to fly. The clam was surgically detached - 
by amputating the toe - and the gull was put on a course of antibiotics. He recovered well from the ordeal, and 
both he and his clam were successfully [and separately] released. 
 
Gannet 
Readers may remember the story, in the September newsletter, of a gannet brought into Wildlives. The 
gannet’s ring details were sent off to the British Trust for Ornithology. He was ringed at Bass Rock in 
Scotland, as a nestling, 17 years ago! 
 
Thank you 
We have recently been undergoing major work on some of our outside enclosures.  Many people have been out 
fundraising to help pay for the work.  Rosie would like to thank, in particular, Jackie, Liz, Pauline, Christine 
and Chris, Lisa, Sinead, Eoghan and John, Jennie and Mrs Kemble. 
 
Wildlives would also like to thank James White and Joe Hawkins who completed a sponsored run, from utside 
the Tesco at Greenstead roundabout to Wildlives.  They have raised £484 so far! 
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Saturday December 3rdSaturday December 3rdSaturday December 3rdSaturday December 3rd    
10am 10am 10am 10am ---- 4pm 4pm 4pm 4pm    

Sunday December 4thSunday December 4thSunday December 4thSunday December 4th    
11am 11am 11am 11am ---- 4pm 4pm 4pm 4pm    

CHRISTMAS FOOD AND GIFTS TO BUY 
 

LIGHT LUNCHES & REFRESHMENTS 
 

TOMBOLA:    RAFFLE 
 

Come along and see the beautifully decorated Christmas Trees 
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Santa’s Grotto - Cake Stall 

Raffle - Tombolas - Kiddies Corner 
Face Painting - Craft Stalls 

plus lots more. 
 

 Admission 
 50p or £1.50 includes 
 mulled wine and  
 mince pie 
 
 Under 12’s free 

GREAT BENTLEY  
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

 
Friday 2nd December 

6pm - 8pm 
 

Any donations or offers of help 
gratefully received 

 
Chris 07966-253558 
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   LETTERS TO  
   THE  
   EDITOR 
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On behalf of Great Bentley FC committee I would like to 
reply to the letter in the October edition of the Parish 
Magazine, regarding swearing by football players on the 
village green. 
 Anyone who has either played or watched football 
first hand will appreciate that it is a physical and 
passionate game.  As such sometimes things do boil over 
and stuff does get said.  It happens in local village football 
and it happens in professional football.  If you go along to 
watch a professional game at Ipswich, for example, you 
will hear bad language both from the field of play and 
from the stands.  That is the nature of the game and 
modern life, where swearing has become an unfortunate 
by-product.  Having said that, we would like to make it 
quite clear that we do not condone swearing in sport, or 
any other part of life.  As Secretary of the Football Club 
committee I can confirm that we do regularly remind 
players of their responsibilities and behaviour when 
playing for the club - indeed we have a players’ code of 
conduct, which they have to agree to when signing on for 
the club.  I’d like to point out to the letter’s author and 
readers alike though, that Great Bentley FC cannot be 
held accountable for the opposition player’s conduct.  It is 
also worth pointing out, with reference to referees 
controlling the game, that they do indeed punish swearing 
and I can confirm in a recent game two opposition players 
were sent off and fined for ‘foul and abusive’ language. 
 The letter suggests that the Parish Council should 
withdraw permission for football to be played on the 
green.  Let me first inform the author and remind readers 
that Great Bentley Football Club has been playing football 
on the green for 110 years and affiliated to Essex County 
FA for much of this time.  Through our local historian Tim 
Tricker, (who is incidentally writing a book on the history 
of Great Bentley FC and is also a fellow committee 
member) we believe this is the first time a proposal of this 
nature has been made.  With respect, the idea is clearly 
ridiculous.  What about the gangs of feral youths that 
roam the green ‘effing and blinding’ to the early hours of 
the morning?  Is the Parish Council going to withdraw 
their rights to use the green?  No of course not:  what is 
required is better and more responsible parenting - 
something that seems to have got lost along the way over 
the last decade of so. 
 The most disappointing element of the author’s 
letter is that they withheld their name ‘for obvious 
reasons’.  What on earth does ‘for obvious reasons’ 
mean?  Does the author think the football club is a front 
for the village Mafia and they might get a home visit if 
they supply their  name and  address?   Quite frankly  this 
is  an  insult to  the integrity and social  standing  of   the 
 

members of the Great Bentley FC committee which 
includes, a senior business manager, a policeman, a 
retired company director, a notable retired village farmer, a 
Council Social Officer, a Council Draughtsman, a Property 
Project Manager and to members who run their own 
businesses.  For goodness sake come out and talk to us, 
don’t hide behind a letter anonymously - we really aren’t 
going to shoot your kneecaps off! 
 Accordingly, we would like to invite the letter’s 
author, through this reply in the Parish Magazine to our 
next committee meeting (which is on 1st November), 
where we can discuss the issue over a tea or coffee (or 
something stronger if required).  We can then explain how 
we run the football club and what our 5-year vision is for 
the club, including our Youth Team development.  I think 
the author may see the football club in a different light 
afterwards.  Please contact or write to me on the 
telephone number or the address below.  I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
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The September dance proved to be a great success 
despite a few unforeseen difficulties that occurred on the 
night.  The bands were thoroughly enjoyed by the majority 
of people (although it would seem they were not to 
everyones’ taste) with the FABS filling the dance floor until 
late into the night. 
 The Hog Roast went down well with a number of 
people commenting that this was the best they had ever 
tasted (so thank you Mr Clarke of Evans & Sons).  
However, I would like to send my apologies to the 
vegetarians who came.  Vegetarian burgers were asked 
for well in advance, but I was only told that day that the 
butcher would not be able to provide them.  Obviously, this 
did not leave me enough time to organise anything else. 
 The main problem on the night proved to be the bar.  
A breakdown in communication meant that we did not 
have enough variation of alcohol and soft drinks on the 
night.  This was made worse by the fact that we only have 
one hour between the Show finishing and the Dance 
starting which did not leave enough time for the coolers to 
work properly. 
 Fortunately, we still managed to raise over £800 
towards the children’s clubs in the village.  It was good to 
see people from the village having a good time and raising 
money for the children of the village, so, again, my 
apologies to anyone who was disturbed by the music that 
night (it is only once a year!!). 
 I would like to thank all those who helped with the 
dance in one way or another, but especially Derek & Hilary 
Burdett, Tom Edwards and family, Andy Walker and Kevin 
Plummer (sorry if I have forgotten anyone). 
 Unfortunately, it seems that we will be unable to 
hold this event again due to a few factors beyond our 
control, but it was good while it lasted. 
=�::�4� )���
�
PS.  Anyone with comments/ideas regarding this or 
anything else to do with the Carnival is welcome to join our 
committee meetings. 
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Post Office Flowers have introduced a new selection of 
bouquets and flowers, some for delivery by post and 
some by courier.  There are some special 
arrangements for Christmas and the New Year and 
these can be ordered now for delivery in December. 
 
With regards to Christmas, we now hold a range of gift 
vouchers.  You can choose from a retail voucher, an 
experience voucher or an enjoyment voucher, and 
there are thousands of places to spend them.  Post 
Office do make a £1.50 service charge for each 
voucher purchased.  We have the gift voucher 
information and directory available for you to take away 
and look at in the Post Office. 
 
Post Office financial services have just introduced a 
new unique ‘2 in 1’ credit card.  We have information 
leaflets and application packs if you are interested in 
applying for one. 
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Eastern Europe, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Malta and 
Iceland. 
�� '�#��*'���/��9��  
Western Europe 
 
�
�	

����
�����
����� �
�� '�#�D�����/��9���
South & Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle 
East, Far East (except Japan) Asia, New Zealand and 
Australia. 
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Japan, USA, Canada and Eastern Europe 
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Western Europe 
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We are urgently in need of people to come  
and play if we are to continue 

 
7.00pm till 10.30pm 

 
We are non-competitive and very friendly, 

so why not come and join us? 
 

Just turn up - we would love to see you. 
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Make an offer on any item and it’s yours 

 
Saturday November 19th 

Village Hall 
 

10.00am to 11.30am 
 

Entry £1.00 includes unlimited 
coffee and biscuits and a lucky ticket 
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It’s that time of year once again.  Where does the 
time go?  All present advertisers will have received a 
letter inviting them to continue their generous 
support of Great Bentley Parish News in 2006.  
Believe me, without our faithful advertisers, all 147 of 
them, we could not afford to produce the magazine 
in its current form.  So thank you to each and every 
one of you. 
 

4�5�����5���@	�������	
���	��
�

	B���	�
;��������
	H���

�
The cost remains the same, i.e. 
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4 !!"(� ��!!� ��)�* /� ����&� selling ��)�* /  Beef & 
Pork.  Phone 01255 870349 for orders & enquiries. 
 
�"��/���� ���6 /�$&�  all aspects of property 
maintenance catered for including a full range of 
garden services.  �88?8�8�A�870�
�
�(��.��!��*&� please phone ����?�77���?0�
�
�".����2����6�!� of Little Bromley, $��� *$����
�
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Peter’s 

Potterings 
to be impressed by the red and orange berries on 
the hedge outside the Village Hall.  Incidently I 
thought I had discovered a new flowering plant on 
this hedge until on closer inspection I discovered that 
one of the children, I presume from the local school, 
had pushed a berry into each of the spikes of an 
adjacent blackberry stem, different but effective.   
 
The leaves on the Horse Chestnut, especially the 
one in the local churchyard has given a magnificent 
display of every colour variation from its summer 
green, through yellow and orange to brown.  On the 
tree they rustle in the wind and look great in the 
sunshine, but they also look good on the ground.  
They will continue to blow around making patterns 
until the Churchyard clear up at the end of the month 
when all will be collected up and stacked into a large 
compost heap. 
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In September the children of Great Bentley school 
adopted the railway gardens.  On initial inspection 
the children decided they had a tough job.  However, 
after four weeks the ground is really taking shape. 
 
The children have experienced a fantastic amount of 
team building skills and are functioning very well.  
We have had invaluable support from parent helpers 
and friends of the school.  The railway has donated 
money and the school have matched this donation.  
So far the children have weeded and cleared the 
ground and levelled the area.  They have laid down 
weed suppressing membrane and planted 
ornamental grasses.  The children have also planted 
winter pansies and polyanthas. 
 
This week the children are erecting a bamboo and 
rush screen to tidy the back drop of the garden and 
they will be planting more flowers in the future. 
 
If anyone wishes to donate plants, sleepers, bark 
chippings or anything they feel would enhance the 
garden please contact the school. 

Welcome to November ….  Lots of people think that 
November is the end of the gardening year but in the 
past it was always considered to be the first of the 
gardening year.  It is true that most of the traditional 
crops have been gathered in and the ground needs 
to be made ready for the next year’s plants.  
However over the years the weather patterns have 
changed and  now November generally gives us 
warmer weather, so crops continue to grow ready for 
havesting (especially if we don’t get early frosts). 
 
I am currently still picking a few raspberries from the 
Autumn fruiting varieties and the tomatoes are still 
continuing to change colour although I am sure there 
will be a few green ones left for pickle.  The green 
vegetables continue to grow and broccoli, 
cauliflower, cabbage and brussels are ready for a 
few feeds, as is the perennial spinach.  The root 
crops are ready to use or can be left in the ground, 
and will often taste a bit sweeter if they have a frost 
or two before you use them.  So I don’t really 
consider November to be the start of the gardening 
year, I think January is a better starting point. 
 
One of the traditions during November is Guy 
Fawkes Day.  This is often a good excuse to burn up 
all the old rubbish, material that cannot be easily 
recycled such as fruit tree prunings, old brussels 
stems from last year etc.  If these are already in a 
heap, before you set alight to the bonfire, please 
move it from one spot to another.  This will enable 
you to see if you have anything hidden in the depths, 
such as a hedgehog which was looking for 
somewhere nice to hibernate for the winter.  The 
potash produced by burning plant material is a good 
fertiliser and should be spread over vacant ground to 
give future plants a good start. 
 
Before we get too gloomy and worry about the end of 
the year let’s just reflect on the current colours of 
Autumn.  In the garden we have now, or very 
recently had good colour from Kaffir lilies that seem 
to flower whatever the weather.  There’s also a nice 
display of cerise pink Nerines down Thorrington 
Road.  I have not yet taken out a lot of the traditional 
summer flowering plants such as the bedding 
begonias which this year are a new strain that grow 
18 inches tall instead of the usual 8 inches.  I thought 
this might be a bit too tall but it blends in well with the 
other border plants.  A lot of the year-round flowers 
such as Penstemons and my favourite the pink 
Nemesia “Fragrant Cloud” are still flowering, and to 
my surprise my Mahonia has decided to flower again.  
I shall watch with interest to see if it also flowers in 
the Spring.  Colours not only come from flowers but 
also from leaves and berries.  No one can have failed 
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Vacancy for a Councillor 

Do you want to serve the village? Do you want to help move it forward? If you do your village needs you as 
a Councillor. Contact me or the Clerk to put your name forward for this interesting position. 

 
Footway Lighting 

At last the column ordered to be placed opposite the village hall to light that dark spot has been positioned 
and hopefully by the time you read this it will be lit. The other lamp we need in Thorrington Road is being delayed 
by the timing of the new footpath the County Council are to build along there. We have every expectation that 
their work will now be sooner rather than later. 

 
Community Resource Room 

At long last the building work for this room at the village hall is nearly completed. As soon as it is released 
for our use we will equip the room for use as the village resource it is intended to be. You will be able to inspect 
planning applications for the village, seek clarification of village issues, access services from outside agencies 
and use the internet access. Initially it is intended to be open Tuesday and Saturday mornings. Some of you will 
have seen the adverts for an assistant to operate the resource and if you know of any suitable person please let 
us know or get them to apply for it through me. 

 
Facilities for BMX bikes, Roller blades or Skateboarding 

The Council has received a petition organised by some of our young people on this subject but most of the 
signatures are from adults in the village and this interest is good to see. This petition is reminding us that bored 
youngsters are problem youngsters and asks for facilities for Mountain bikes, BMXing, Skateboarding, scootering 
and rollerblading. The Parish Councillors are keen to provide facilities for our young people and are aware that 
most of the existing provision is for young children. Because of this in the latest order of equipment for placing in 
the play area there is to be a basket ball net. We have also been discussing the provision of a goal post on the 
Green away from the normal footballing area so that the pitch is not worn out. However to provide for this BMX 
facility we need some land sufficiently far from housing so that the noise generated does not disturb residents but 
also is readily visible to passers by so that any untoward incidents or accidents are seen. If anyone can help us in 
this way we would be pleased to hear from them.  

 
Robert Taylor  Chairman of the Parish Council   

Great Bentley Parish Council 
 
����� *'���"*��"1$ *)�
 

Elsewhere in this magazine you will see a second calling for 
those interested in the �::"�'�9!�� �"1$ *)  that we hope will be built in 
the village. If you have a housing need in your family please register 
with the Rural Housing Trust. Don’t delay they need to know to get the 
permission to build!!! 

A change has occurred in the condition of Sale of Council houses 
in our village and so in future when houses are sold to tenants there will 
be a clause which requires any future purchaser of that property to be 
someone who has lived in the Tendring area for at least three years. 
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I awoke at 6.00am on the 23rd July 1005, and this was it 
… I was finally going to Vietnam after two years of fund 
raising and several weeks of vaccinations.  I could hardly 
believe it. 
 After a quick bag search to check we had 
everything, we said our goodbyes and our friends and 
families left.  We packed up and travelled by minibus to 
Hounslow Barracks in West London to embark on our 
Build-up day.  During this day and night Mark, our World 
Challenge Leader gave us vital information on 
equipment, health and hygiene as well as risk 
assessments. 
 Hounslow was also great because, as we were 
going with another school, it gave us the chance to really 
get to know them, which meant it was fine throughout 
the expedition because everyone got on well with each 
other which definitely made life easier. 
 The next day we had to be up by 6.00am, 
however I was already awake by 4.15am so I had a 
shower and got dressed and ready before everyone else 
was awake. 
 We departed from Heathrow at 10.50 hours and 
our flight was 12 and a half hours to Kuala Lumpur and 
arrived roughly at 07.30 hours local time and then left for 
Vietnam at 10.00 hours so as you can imagine there was 
quite a bit of hanging around.  Our flight to Hanoi, 
Vietnam was 3 and a half hours.  When we arrived and 
walked through the airport you could feel the heat, it was 
very very warm. 
 We got a minibus into the centre of Hanoi where 
our accommodation was.  The Sunflower Hotel was our 
accommodation for the first two nights, which was very 
nice.  Hanoi had a very busy atmosphere but was a very 
friendly city.  We visited The Temple of Literature which 
was beautiful and which had the most amazing gardens.  
We went to the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and actually 
saw his body!!  We also visited the famous lake with the 
legend of the Great Tortoise. 
 We left Hanoi to go to Cat Ba Island which is a 
National Park and an area of outstanding natural beauty 
to do our Acclimatisation trek; it is also the largest Island 
in Halong Bay.  We took an overnight boat trip to get 
there.  Halong Bay was amazing, so amazing that one of 
the James Bond films ‘Tomorrow Never Dies’ was filmed 
there. 
 We enjoyed a night of eating seafood and jumping 
from the boat into the clear, warm water in the dark.  
After all that we got to sleep under the stars.  It was truly 
excellent!!! 
 After a fun day the hard work really started.  With 
the temperature at 40 C, we had to trek through the 
jungle with our 18 kilogram rucksacks.  However we 
were compensated by views that were astonishing!!!  
After our stay at Cat Ba we arrived back in Hanoi and 
had the opportunity to visit the World Famous Puppet 
Show (I can see why it is world famous!). 
We then headed off to the night train to travel north to 
Sapa to start our main trekking phase.  Sapa is near the 
border with China and is a mountainous region with 
idyllic views of mountain peaks through low clouds. 

 The trekking phase was probably one of the best 
parts of the trip, the scenery was beautiful and it was a 
really calming atmosphere.  This lasted 4 days and we 
were served good coffee and pancakes - proper Sapa 
style!!  During this part of the expedition we trekked from 
homestay to homestay.  Homestays were huts in the 
mountains inhabited by hill tribes.  I got the opportunity to 
cook with the tribespeople.  Once again we returned to 
Hanoi to catch another night train, this time south to Hue.  
There we visited the Perfume River and I got the chance 
to ride an elephant in The Imperial City. 
 Our next phase, the project phase, was when we 
worked in an orphanage for 5 days in Danang.  This was 
hard work but it was a great reward in the end.  Our task 
was to repaint a playground and repaint the stairs and 
banisters.  It may not sound too back breaking but in the 
harsh heat scraping for hours, it was! 
 On our last night of the orphanage work we got to 
go to a ‘Summer Camp’ where there were lots of different 
orphanage schools so we met lots of new people.  They 
sang songs and danced around a fire.  It was really 
great.  We were even asked to join in the entertainment. 
 It was scary completing the orphanage phase 
because it meant our expedition was nearly over.  
However onwards to Hoi An which was an amazing town 
and famous for its clothes making.  All the shops were 
selling tailor made clothes, lots of which were in fabulous 
silks - I just had to buy some (how could I resist?) 
 Unfortunately we only stayed for one night and 
then got a 12 hour bus to the next destination which was 
to Vietnam’s most luxurious and famous beaches, yes 
Nhr Trang.  This was our final phase; it was rest and 
relaxation where I enjoyed snorkelling with Buddha 
sharks and Nemo in the warm waters of the South China 
Sea.  I also had a brilliant time on the Banana boats. 
 After this short but excellent time in Nhr Tang, we 
headed even further south to the big but well respected 
Ho Chi Minh City which was absolutely HUGE!  There I 
enjoyed shopping and paid a visit to one of the war 
museums which was rather sad but very very interesting.  
I also visited the Mekong Delta where we spent two days 
exploring this huge estuary and the river life it sustains.  
Then sadly we headed to Ho Chin Minh airport where it 
was a sad departure back to the UK. 
 
I have learnt a lot from this expedition - I learnt how to 
think quickly in situations, how to stand on my own two 
feet, how to be a good leader and it has given me lots of 
confidence.  I also found out that I had good stamina - 
thankfully!! 
 I would like to say a big thank you to EVERYONE 
who helped with my fund raising because this trip was 
excellent and I have learnt a lot of new skills and have a  
lot of memories and experiences to take with me as it 
was truly a trip of a lifetime. 
 Also I have experienced a new and very different 
way of life, and because Vietnam is a poor country they 
do not have as many luxuries as we do - from now on I 
will not take things for granted. 
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 QUIZ TIME 
 

"The name game." All the answers to the Questions are, or contain,  
a female christian name.  

Questions  
 

1  Played by Patricia Brake, what was the name of Fletcher's daughter in TV's porridge?  
2  Who became the Labour Member of Parliament for Hampstead in 1992? 
3  Who famously assisted Bonnie Prince Charlie to escape from Scotland in 1746? 
4  Who wrote the well known novel Gone with the Wind? 
5  What part did Frances de la Tour play in the TV sit. com. Rising Damp? 
6  Who became well known as the presenter of TV's That's Lift? 
7  In the 1988 film, what was the name of the 'fish' in the film A Fish called-? 
8  Who played David Jason's wife in the TV sit. com. The Darling Buds of May? 
9  In the soap Coronation Street, who had a cat named Bobbie? 
10  The York and Lancaster royal houses fought which war that ended in 1485? 
11  "Parsley, sage, - , thyme" comes from a well known folk song. Which word is missing?  
12  Which actress wrote and acted in the spoof soap Acorn Antiques? 
13  Who played the part of Eddie Shoestring in the TV series Shoestring? 
14  In 1553, who was the Queen of England for nine days? 
15  Which well known female character was played by Barry Humphries? 
16  Who was the Greek goddess of love? 
17  In 1936, the BBC started the world's first regular TV service from which palace? 
18  According to legend, whose face launched a thousand ships? 
19  Who asked for the head of John the Baptist and danced the dance of the Seven Veils? 
20  Who co-starred with Bruce Willis in the TV series Moonlighting? 
21  Who, in the Old Testament, was the mother-in-law of Ruth? 
22  Who is the only actress to win four best actress Oscars? 
23  Which TV cook is also a director of Norwich FC? 
24  Who wrote the novel The Female Eunuch? 
25  Who wrote the novel Ulysses? 
 
Last months answers  
1 Whale shark. 
2 Mauritius. 
3 A form.. 
4 A beetle. 
5 Goats. 
6 The orchid. 
7 Regents Park. 
8 Hips. 
9 Spring. 
10 Kestrel. 
11 An avocet. 
12 A badger.* 
13 A jenny. 

 
* Q's. 12 and 21 appears to have caused some trouble. As answered by some of you, the grey seal is 
not generally native to Briuyn (Q. J2), and a tangelo is a cross between a tangerine and a pomelo 
(Q.21). 

14 Bees. 
15 Caves. 
16 Hazel. 
17 A pen. 18 Palm. 
19 Potato. 
20 Shells. 
21 An ugli.*  
22 Dragonfly.  
23 A drone.  
24 A squab.  
25 Gin. 
 

Excellent response to last 
month quiz, but only one 
full house.  Congratulations 
to Mrs Cook of Hollybush 
Hill, who wins this months 
fiver. 
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Celeriac, fennel and baby turnips all appeared in the village shop (the proper one) a week back in September. 
As far as I know, I was one of the very few who bought the fennel or the celeriac, which is a shame as both 
vegetables are delicious raw and cooked, so this month I’m going to suggest a few ideas on how to treat 
them. 
Celeriac, as its name suggests, tastes very like celery, but earthier. It is not a prepossessing looking 
vegetable, I admit, being bulbous, knobbly with bits sticking out; it is also a pig to peel. But please persevere it 
has a lovely taste and it also has the dual advantage of being in season during winter and will keep for about a 
week in the salad draw of the fridge. My favourite way of serving it is as a rémoulade salad, either on its own 
or as part of a mixed platter of salad and vegetables, which I often serve as a first course.  To make a 
rémoulade, peel then grate the celeriac, I use a food processor, which takes seconds; add the juice of a 
lemon. Then stir the grated vegetable into a mayonnaise made with 2 egg yolks, a good teaspoon of Dijon 
mustard and about 250ml of olive oil added drop by drop to begin with, but as the sauce emulsifies the oil can 
be added as a steady thin stream. You will need to thin the mayonnaise either with more lemon juice or water. 
Stir in some chopped parsley before serving.   
Celeriac also makes a good purée; for this, peel and roughly cube the vegetable, then boil in salted water till 
tender, drain, return to the pan, mash, adding heated milk and butter until you have the desired consistency 
and finally, season with salt, pepper and a little grated nutmeg. The combination of mashed/puréed potato and 
celeriac is also worth a try. Serve either the plain or the mixed version with pork, game or rich stews, such as 
oxtail.  
As pumpkins are also now in season I thought I’d offer you this recipe for fried diced celeriac and pumpkin 
which is given by Carluccio in his book of Vegetables. 
 400g celeriac cubes 15mm square  (peeled weight), same weight and dimensions of pumpkin, 85g of butter 4 
cloves of garlic (unpeeled), 4-5 gratings of nutmeg, 2 tbsp finely chopped chives (or parsley), salt and pepper 
to taste.  
Melt the butter in a large heavy bottomed frying pan, and then add the celeriac and pumpkin cubes and the 
garlic. Fry, turning regularly so each side comes in contact with the pan and becomes golden brown. Season 
with salt pepper and nutmeg at the end of the cooking, and sprinkle with chives or parsley just before serving. 
Fennel, or Florentine fennel, has a distinctive aniseed taste and looks, as Carluccio writes, “rather like a squat 
head of celery which, due to lack of exercise, has grown a nice fat bottom and belly”. It can be eaten raw, if 
very fresh and young, just as you would eat an apple, though I would remove the outer ‘leaves’. As an 
ingredient in a salad, it should be sliced and dressed with olive oil, lemon juice, salt and pepper. You could try 
mixing in some finely sliced orange and stoned black olives. Or try topping the dressed, sliced fennel with fine 
shavings of Parmesan or Pecorino cheese. Cooked, the flavour becomes milder. It can be sliced, dipped in 
batter or breadcrumbs and deep fried, and as a braised dish it makes a good accompaniment with pork or 
chicken. To braise: first blanch the bulbs, then slice them and place in an oven proof dish with plenty of butter, 
some stock and seasonings and cook on a medium to high oven until completely tender. Do remember to 
blanch fennel in salted boiling water before it is used in cooked dishes, or it will remain hard (I’ve made that 
mistake before now). 
P.S. I hope the Farmers Market was well supported – it was held in the village hall on the 12th October. When I 
was there at around 2.15, a quarter of an hour after the opening time, it seemed as if there was a good 
number of people milling around, though of course, a weekday afternoon is of no use at all for those who have 
a full-time day job. Anyway, I managed to pick up some nice looking vegetables, which looked as if they had 
been grown in the soil rather than conceived miraculously in nasty, neat plastic wrapped polystyrene trays, a 
bag of Cox’s apples, some lovely herrings and a couple of slices of Victorian sponge cake for the children’s 
tea (as I’ve mentioned before, I am no cake maker). Do try to make the next one, which is on Wednesday 9th 
November.  
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Tuesday 1st November 
Village Hall - 8.00pm 

 
Reflexology - Mrs J. Holben 

New members and visitors are most welcome 
give us a try! 
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Tuesday 15th November 

Village Hall - 8.00pm 

Edible Plants for Autumn 
John Llewellyn-Jones 

 
Non members welcome 

�
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Thursday 24th November 

7.45pm 
�

Asda are coming along to chat. 
Let’s hope they bring some nibbles! 

 
Everyone welcome 
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Our meeting was held in the Village Hall on 28th 
September.  We were joined by Wendee and Ernie 
Stephenson for our Harvest celebrations.  A wonderful 
display of produce was given by our members which 
Wendee and Ernie accepted for the Salvation Army.  
After the service we were entertained by Rosemary 
Oliver with a Talk and Slide Show on ‘A Walk Around 
Colchester’. 
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Sat. 5th -  Coach trip to Bluewater shopping centre 
Sat. 19th -  Village Hall.  Coffee Morning and Make An 
    Offer Sale. 
Wed. 23rd Village hall. 2pm. 
  Barbara Faulkner ‘ Merry Christmas’ 
Competition - The most unusual Family Heirloom  
�
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Thursday 10th November - 8.00pm 
Village Hall 

Andy & Sue Parlour 
Talk on their book ‘Phantom at War’: the British Army’s 

Secret Intelligence and Communication Regiment of 
World War II 
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Portrait (Jenny to arrange Model) 
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Coach trip 
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Monochrome 
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Christmas Dinner 
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an evening of 
Latin and 

World-Beat Dance Music 
ska funk salsa afro-Cuban & more. 

We bet you can’t sit still to it. 
 

Saturday 29th October 2005 

Great Bentley Village Hall 

8.00 - 11.30pm 

 

 

 

 

Tickets £7.50 

����?�A�?��A�

 
Food provided but bring your own drinks  

and glasses 



Children’s  Page 
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November nights are long and dark; in December, the nights are even longer.  As wintertime grows cold and 
bleak, those people who celebrate Christmas begin to look forward to a festive time at the end of the year: a 
celebration that is full of light and warmth and cheerfulness.  Christians call this season of waiting ‘Advent’ - a 
word which means ‘coming.’  Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas (27th November this year).  As the 
weeks of Advent go by, Christians remember stories of long ago - stories of the Jewish people.  Then, the 
Jews were a people who had been beaten in many wars.  They were no longer free in the land they called their 
home.  They believed that God had promised to send a special king who would lead them to freedom.  The 
coming of that king would be like a celebration after a long dark winter. 
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Here is a traditional Christian decoration for Advent.  It helps count the four Sundays in Advent that lead up to 
Christmas.  On the first Sunday (27th November this year), people light one candle in the ring.  As it burns, 
they may read or remember some of the words from the Bible in which God promises to send a king who will 
set people free.  On the second Sunday, they light two candles; on the third they light three and on the fourth 
they light four.  On Christmas Day, they light the centre candle as they remember the birth of the one they 
believe was God’s king - the one they call ‘Christ’, baby Jesus. 
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Large garden saucer,  

damp soil or sand,  

5 small flowerpots,  

4 red candles,  

1 tall white candle 

sprigs of evergreens such as fir, holly and ivy. 

 

 

1 Fill the garden saucer with soil or sand.  Wedge four flowerpots in a circle around the edge, 
and another in the centre.  Half fill these with soil or sand.  

 
2 Put the red candles in the pots around the edge, and the white candle in the centre pot. 
 
3 Push evergreen sprigs into the soil to cover it.  Take care to put leaves deep below the rim of 

the pots, so they will not catch fire as the candles burn. 
 
4 It is now ready to use.  Place on a table where it will not scratch or damage the surface. 
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Important notice from your District Councillor, Robert Taylor 
 

�'�."$ �����:��":�
�.!�/���*���"/�!�3!�*�J
��K� This plan is most important for the future of our village 
 
D���� !�����$0  The original draft plan was issued last year and about 9000 written comments were received. The 
largest number related to the proposed change of use of farm land to Commercial use in the Frating, Great 
Bromley and Little Bentley area.  
 
��6�!".��*�� ��� ������ ��"�!�#0  Since last year all these written comments have had to be considered and the 
draft has been re written to take many of them into account. The proposals for the Frating, Great Bromley and Little 
Bentley area have been considerably changed but still seek a change of use. 
 
��� ������ ��*�!�#0  Within Great Bentley itself no allocation of additional housing has been made despite the 
requests of developers other than infill within the village envelope. The extension of the industrial yard is still 
included. 
 
�"���*�$0  The new draft is now at the printers and will be published on the 7th November 2005 for a six week 
consultation period until the 19th December. It will be able to be inspected at Weeley or on the TDC web site for 
free. Printed copies or a CD ROM can be purchased. A public exhibition will tour the area. I will also have a copy if 
anyone wishes to inspect it. 

All those who commented earlier will be written to informing them of the re published version. 
���  $�  �."���*�� ����� �*#"*�� (�"� ��$� /"���*�$� ��!�� *)� �"� ���� /��*)�$� ��'�� (� ��$�  *� �6�*�  :� ���#�

(�"��� *�9�:"�� . 
 

�*$.�/�"�0  The next stage after the end of December is that the Government will appoint an inspector to hear the 
evidence on the contentious issues like the proposed development at Frating, Great Bromley and Little Bentley and 
to advise the minister what should happen. The timing of this is not exactly known since it will depend upon when a 
suitable Government inspector is available to hear the evidence, however it is anticipated that it will be during 
August of 2006. Your local Councillors will be presenting their evidence and arguments as to why this development 
is inappropriate but they will need your back up with letters on the same theme. 

 
�"1*/ !!"�$0  During the time between the end of comments on the original draft and the version coming out on the 
7th November, your Councillors have had a difficult time. Until the Redeposit draft is issued for all to see they are 
sworn to secrecy. This is because there may be many differing results from the discussion during the year when 
your earlier comments were being considered. If the proposals are not issued all at the same time to everyone, 
some could claim unfair advantage. 
 
4� ��� �"0  When the new plan is out and you have taken into account what it now says you should write to Tendring 
District Council, Development Plan Manager, Council Offices, Weeley, Clacton on Sea, Essex CO16 9AJ with your 
comments 
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Christmas time is fast approaching and the time for Christmas decorations and lights come to the fore.  Last year 
the lighting scheme was well received and Kevin Plummer (and family) and myself are preparing this year’s plan. 
The lights will be much the same as last year with we hope, additions.  We would like some public input so if you 
have any ideas for improvements of can contribute in any way, please contact either Kevin or myself. 
 We plan to put up the lights the last two Saturdays in November, so any help will be gratefully received.  Last 
year was a learning year and hopefully this year will be a lot quicker and smoother (or so Kevin thinks)!  A few 
things did not materialise last year, mostly due to the lack of finance or time.  Don’t give up on us! 
 I have been asked again about the return of the Christmas tree.  This is a Parish Council decision so do ask 
them. (Next Parish Council meeting is the Thursday 3rd November – at which we will also be seeking approval). 
 Other associated ideas spring to mind whilst writing this.  What about a switch on date and time, combined 
with perhaps carol singing! Accompanying band! Stalls!  Village groups please note. 
�
� /���!��"�! *)�
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GREAT BENTLEY GREAT BENTLEY GREAT BENTLEY GREAT BENTLEY 
CALENDARCALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR    

    
The 2006 Calendar available now 

from the Post Office and Carpenters 
Farm Shop 

 
The cost will be £5 

if purchased by 6th December 
(£6 after that date.) 
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13 full colour views of the Village 
 

Thank you to Julie and Ray at  
the Post Office, and the Morton Family at 

Carpenter’s Farm 
for helping us by selling them. 
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Thank you to everyone who supported or helped to make the 
Countryside Open Day and Farmers’ Market on Saturday 1st 
October such a hugely successful event.  This year around 
£700 was raised towards Conservation Group funds. These 
will eventually be spent on projects for improving the 
environment around Great Bentley and making the village 
such a  good place to live.  
 Doors opened at 2pm but people were already 
queuing at 1.30pm. At 2pm there was a rush to buy the local 
meat, fish, honey, cakes, fruit, eggs, milk, plants etc. As well 
as the Farmers’ Market there were  stalls and displays run by 
local organisations such as the Essex Wildlife Trust; the 
Clacton and St. Osyth Bird Watching Club; the Oakley 
Wildfowlers; and Wildlives. David and Zoe Wilkin brought 
along Casper the barn owl and Bob Gooding had a slow 
worm which some people were brave enough to handle. 
There were ferrets. Corn dollies were made and there were 
crafty things; face painting; and sketching to keep the 
children amused. Bottles, jars and pots rescued from old 
rubbish dumps were on sale and there was an exhibition of 
old tools and some memorabilia relating to Great Bentley. 
We must not forget the teas and the lovely selection of cakes 
so generously donated by our supporters. 
    
���9��$� .�
Membership of the Conservation Group is £3 per year per 
family. The annual subscription was due on 31st July for the 
coming year. If you have not, as yet, renewed your 
membership and would like to continue to receive our 
newsletters, please could I have your subs, as soon as 
possible. New members are always welcome and you do not 
have to live in Great Bentley to become a member. 
 
=�*��1�*��0�����&�	!���!"$�0��3�"*�����A7?���
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E.W.T. 

THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER 
VILLAGE HALL 7.30pm 

 
BARRY KAUFMANN-WRIGHT 
LIFE OF A WILDLIFE CRIME OFFICER 

 
ADMISSION FREE 
RAFFLE    
REFRESHMENTS 
DONATIONS WELCOME 
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Thanks to the fine weather the last match of the 
season on the Green was a great success.  
Chairman Richard Morton fielded a very strong 
invitation XI that was always going to present a 
serious challenge on a dry, hard wicket.  The 
Chairman’s select team was captained by Mark 
Morton who duly won the toss and with at least six 
county players in his line up unsurprisingly elected to 
bat. 
 
The opening partnership of Trevor Moulton and Neil 
Morton didn’t disappoint the crowd and put on a  
faultless display of aggressive batting to reach 100 
runs in 15 overs, both retired at 50 to allow the rest 
of the team to show their talents.  Simon Green and 
James Morton both recovering from injury were 
dismissed relatively quickly to give the home side 
some hope but this brought Nick Lee to the crease 
who restored the advantage with a rapid fire 50 
(retired) supported briefly by Ian Morton whose 
dismissal for 9 got the biggest cheer of the day.  
Mark Comber and Gary Kirk kept the run rate up 
before giving the fielders catching practice.  This left 
Ian Manning and Mark Morton the opportunity to 
really swing the bat with ony 5 overs remaining.  
Morton managed to overcome the constant taunting 
from the home side fielders and posted a very 
respectable 25 not out including a straight drive for 4 
and a pull for 6.  The best bowling figures came from 
Paul Streete who managed a respectable 3-31.  Paul 
Evans generated a decent pace but lacked accuracy 
early on and Luke Scillitoe was doing well until he hit 
Gary Kirk with a beamer.  The prospect of facing Ian 
Morton later in the day reduced him to batting at 
number 11.  The innings closed at 252 for seven 
wickets. 
 
Great Bentley openers Mike Giles and Tim Maskell 
took to the crease after an extended lunch break and 
faced a torrid time for the first 8 overs from the pace 
of Ian Morton and the accuracy of Ian Manning.  
Morton bowled round the wicket for maximum effect 
and continually beat both batsmen keeping wicket 
keeper Moulton very busy.  Giles weathered the 
storm for a creditable 35 but with the run rate rising 
all the time the prospect of winning the match was 
quickly getting beyond the home side.  Skipper M. 
Morton and Mark Comber kept the pressure up with 
accurate bowling to put the game beyond Bentley.  
All the Chairman’s team with the exception of J. 
Morton got to bowl and the best figures returned 
were Neil Morton’s 3-12.  The home side saw the 45 
overs through but for 5 balls.  Pete Bodily 27, Rocco 
Clayden 47, Rupert Haxell 22 (n.o.) and John Black 
who hit a notable 6 all contributed with the bat but 

the innings closed at 200 all out. 
 
Thanks must go to the Chairman and his guest 
players for making the day so entertaining for all 
concerned and to Mark Comber for his help with 
coaching the young Kwik cricketers.  Thanks also to 
all those who assisted with the catering and a 
special thanks to Alex Young who cooked on the 
BBQ for 3 hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
	����	
��	��
�����������5��

�
On behalf of the President, Chairman, Committee 
Members and playing staff I would like to thank our 
sponsors and vice presidents for their continuing 
support over the past 12 months.  We will be holding 
our Annual Open Evening on Friday 2nd December. 
 
�	
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Our Youth Development Scheme under the 
guidance of Scott Young and his team is going great 
guns, and hopefully parents of these fledgling stars 
will come along on the 2nd December. 
 
We now run a totally non-smoking Clubhouse and 
bearing in mind our attitude towards youth 
development bad language is not permitted.  
Perhaps the very small minority of dissident villagers 
might like to come along on the 2nd December and 
enjoy mingling with our footballing fraternity. 
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This year the appeal extends between Saturday 29th 
October and Sunday 13th November.  We would ask 
you to give generously as always, to assist the 
Legion in its primary task of giving aid to ex-service 
personnel and their dependants.  The numbers of 
elderly ex-servicemen are increasing rapidly now that 
the honourable young men who completed their 
National Service are becoming pensioners, as are 
their widows. 
 
Poppy sellers/collectors are still needed and where 
you sell the poppies can be arranged to suit you.  If 
you can help, please ring Dennis on 251717 now!! 
 

����9��*/�����6 /�$�
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Friday 11th November -  The Remembrance Service 
will take place at the War Memorial at 11.00am. 
 
Sunday 13th November - The Service will be held at 
St Mary’s Church at 10am conducted by the 
Reverend Bernard Metcalfe.  
Following the Church Service, there will be an Act of 
Remembrance at the War Memorial.  Individual 
Memorial crosses will be placed prior to the Silence 
and wreaths will be laid afterwards. 
 
Please note that the Silence on this day is not 
necessarily at 11am. 
 
����@"� ���	. ��.��
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The Kohima Promise is now included in the Act of 
Remembrance.  This is part of an epitaph inscribed 
on the War Memorial at Kohima in Burma as a tribute 
to soldiers of the 14th (Forgotten) Army … 
 
‘When you go home, tell them of us and say, 
 For your tomorrow, we gave our today.’ 
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The History Society’s monthly talk for October was 
given by one of its own members, Reg Allington, on 
the subject of what became known, early in its 
production, as the Bayeux Tapestry in reverse.  
Celebrating the first successful cross-Channel 
invasion since William the Conqueror’s victory at the 
Battle of Hastings, the “Overlord Embroidery” is a 
vivid 34 panel depiction of the D-Day landings, or to 
give it its correct military title Operation Overlord. 
 
The speaker was at pains to emphasise, however, 
that this work of art was in no way conceived as a 
piece of triumphalist bragging but rather as a 
recognition of national effort and self-sacrifice. 
 
The Embroidery was the brainchild of Lord Dulverton 
of Batsford, who had himself served in the Army, and 
who saw it, to use his own phrase, “as a tribute to 
and a permanent record of the effort by the British 
people and their Allies in liberating Europe in the 
1939-45 War”.  As well as commissioning the work, 
he played a crucial role, along with a committee of 
Ministry of Defence war historians led by Lieut-Col. 
Ben Neave-Hill, in its planning and overall narrative.  
Thus it was guaranteed absolute authenticity. 
 
A young artist, Sandra Lawrence, who had only 
recently left Art College, was chosen to do the 
detailed design and painting of the panels from 
which the appliqué embroidery would be copied and 
worked.  A number of well-known artists had turned 
down the commission due to the daunting size of the 
work involved.  After a stuttering start she proved 
herself well up to the task.  Her 34 original paintings 
are now displayed on one of the main corridors of 
the Pentagon, the U.S. Defence H.Q. in Washington. 
 
The embroidery work itself was done by the Royal 
School of Needlework where it took 20 embroiderers 
and 5 apprentices over five years to complete.  
Then, after touring Canada and America in 
recognition of their great involvement in the invasion, 
it returned to England and was displayed initially at 
the Guildhall in London.  It was, amazingly, a further 
ten years before a permanent home was found for 
this stunning work of art after planning permission 
was refused for an extension to the Imperial War 
Museum intended to house it. 
 
It can now be seen beautifully lit and displayed at the 
purpose-built D-Day Museum in Portsmouth, which 
was opened by the Queen Mother in June 1984 at 
the 40th Anniversary celebration of the landings. 
 
In the second half of the talk the audience were 
shown slides of the full 34 panels of the Embroidery, 
with an accompanying commentary by the speaker 
similar to that which one gets via an individual 
headset at the Museum. 
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Gordon was born at Edens Farm, Great Bentley on 7th February 1923.  He attended the village school, which he 
left at the age of 14 and started work on the farm which was a traditional Essex farm. Everything relied upon 
horses or steam power, there were cows, pigs, chickens, cattle and lots of sheep and a very much bigger 
workforce, six people including his father and later his sister Pat.  Later he was joined by his son Roger who 
remembers his fathers description of their land as difficult, unforgiving soil; “heavy land” farmers would call it.  
Roger learnt much from and working with his father.  To make decisions and to stand by them, finding the right 
balance, and once a course of action was taken to stand by that decision and live with the outcome.  There is 
nobody to blame but oneself, and always needing to see the truth in any situation.  In farming, everything you do is 
open for the rest of the world to see and if there is a problem it is pointless to pretend it is not there.  The only 
solution is to face up to it and take a course of action to rectify it.  Roger also learnt from his father that his word 
was his bond and that  the value of integrity cannot be measured.  In politics this probably got him into trouble, as 
he felt that if one opinion was right and another wrong, regardless of which party it originated from, that he would 
stand by it without faltering. 
  
During the war Gordon was passed A1 fit for Naval service, but was sent back because of having a reserved 
occupation. But he was a member of the Home Guard which spent the night patrolling Walton Cliffs and the days 
doing farm work.  With his lifelong friend and neighbour George Mitchell he once dismantled an unexploded 
incendiary bomb in George’s farm workshop!  Life was not without it hazards, a Doodle bug landed in the back 
field, a landmine in the field at the back of Pine Close, and when an enemy aircraft was shooting at a passing 
train; it missed, and shot the cows in the yard that were waiting to be milked. On another occasion, the farm was 
strafed by an aircraft trying to hit searchlights located on the neighbouring Fishers Farm, and everyone had to dive 
for cover. 
  
Gordon married Mary Stewart from Frating, but who originated from Scotland and they celebrated their Golden 
Wedding just a few weeks ago on 21st September.  They had two children Roger and Marianne and have five 
grand children. 
  
He served on the Parish Council for 35 years and on the District Council for 24 years.  His enjoyment of people 
was reflected in his favourite pastime.  This hobby, or maybe it should be described as his passion, was bowling.  
He played at many local clubs but also he became President of  Colchester, went on to be President of Essex and 
then the Eastern Counties. When  he was president of Essex he helped take the team to the national finals, when 
another team accused them of being ‘Sharks’ because of the competitive game they were playing. Next day an 
enterprising printer on the team had produced the artwork for a logo and badges depicting Essex Sharks!  These 
they wore with pride.  The symbol of another team he played for is Two Rabbits. That’s the logo for the Dennyside 
Bowling Association, of which he was a past President. This is a charitable team that plays all over Southern 
England. Whatever money the local club raises they pledge to match and the local club nominates how it is spent. 
This year they have raised £38,000 so far.  This sport is one which encourages the art of conversation, after each 
“end”.  There is a strong camaraderie amongst its players, regardless of status or background.  The richness and 
variety of his many friends across the country, and indeed the large number of people at his funeral bears 
testimony to his popularity in this and indeed his many faceted life. 
 
Gordon treated everyone equally, without fear or favour.  Having lived his whole life at the historic Edens Farm, 
and having such a diversity of friends it is a well known fact that the door of Edens was open to all.  Politicians, 
American multi-millionaires, Arabian Princesses, in fact visitors from all around the world, have all sat at the same 
humble kitchen table as some truly rural local characters who had never even been to London.  And all would 
have received the same hospitality. 
  
Great Bentley however was the centre of his world, he was extremely proud of the village, its people and history 
and quick to extol the virtue of “The best village in England”.  He died, poignantly, in the “Speedwell” Ward; named 
after one of the ships that voyaged to America with the Pilgrim fathers that lived at Edens farm 400 years earlier.  
The past lives on! 
 
Most importantly his family are grateful that  they had “the great fortune to be brought up in a historic house which 
made them aware that what we have today is very much built upon the hard work and sacrifice of previous 
generations.  Who we are, what we have and how we think is part of that legacy and that their father gave them 
that sense of place and history.” 
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We will collect the rubbish in the Special Essex 
Roadside Verges and ditches in the village on 
Saturday 26th November.  All volunteers will be 
most welcome to assist with this task.  Would all 
those willing to help, please meet at the Village 
Hall Car Park at 9am on Saturday 26th 
November.  Please wear protective clothing and 
remember that roadside verges are  
dangerous places. 
 
For more information  
please phone 
��6 '��"!! :���������7�D�
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 On behalf of everybody involved in the Tendring 
Water Aid Team, raising money for Water Aid, we would 
like to thank all those who attended and supported the Ball 
held at Brook Farm on Friday 14th October. 
 The evening saw ideal weather for a marquee 
event.  The previous few days had been dry which allowed 
for a good surface on which to erect the marquee.  The 
venue was very kindly provided by George Wright who 
allowed us to use his garden for the night.  George also 
became an auctioneer for the evening, auctioning items 
supplied by local people and businesses - a big thank you 
to all who were generous enough to donate and all who 
were also generous in their bidding.  One of the highlights 
of the night was a beautiful firework display, which I’m sure 
everybody not attending the Ball but were in surrounding 
villages also saw (or heard).  Bands then continued to play 
with much dancing until the small hours of the morning. 
 Tendring Water Aid Team members had turned their 
hands to landscaping, bar building and drink serving (to 
mention just a few of the jobs) throughout the weekend to 
help the evening become the success it certainly was. 
 Exact calculations are still to be made with regard to 
funds raised, but early estimations show a considerable 
amount of money will be on its way to the Water Aid 
account! 
 Once again thank you to all those involved and 
especially to George from the rest of the team members 
for his hospitality. 
 We are still gratefully accepting donations to boost 
the fund further.  Please send cheques payable to “Water 
Aid” to George Wright Farms, Admirals Farm Office, 
Admirals Farm, Heckfords Road, Gt Bentley, Colchester 
CO& 8RS 
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A very enjoyable evening was had by one and all at 
the Marks Tey Hotel on Friday 14th October.  60 
guests enjoyed a 3 course meal and the 
entertainment by Ian Keable was just magic!  The 
illusions were baffling and his constant patter kept 
the guests in stitches.   
(Ian Keable is a member of The Inner Magic Circle). 
 
Monies raised on the night plus some generous 
donations will go to the following good causes. 
 
St Mary’s Church Tower Appeal  £500 
 
Hope and Homes for Children  £500 
 
Asian Earthquake Appeal   £100. 
 
 
Thank you to all those who attended, Ian Keable and 
the Marks Tey Hotel. 
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Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM.  We 
said thank you to two long serving Committee 
members ad welcomed some new faces.  We are 
always looking for new and exciting ideas to raise 
funds for the school, so if you have any ideas or 
suggestions then please let us know. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the ’Kids on 
the Catwalk’ Fashion Show.  What a tremendous 
evening.  The kids looked fantastic and I am sure 
there were a lot of very proud m ums and dads in the 
audience.  We managed to raise £144.00 for the 
’Friends’ funds, who knows, this could be a regular 
event! 
 
Our next fundraising event is the children’s KSI and 
KSII disco’s on Friday 25th November.  This is only 
for children who attend Great Bentley Primary 
School.  This will be run again by our in-house DJ’s 
Mr Stacey, Mrs Caffull and Mrs Norfolk.  This will be 
followed by our ever popular Grand Christmas Fayre 
on Friday 2nd December at 600-8.00pm in the 
School Hall.  There will be the usual Santa’s Grotto, 
Grand Raffle, Mulled Wine, Refreshments, 
Tombola’s and lots more. 
 
If you can spare some time to help then please let 
either Mrs Sam Smith or Mrs Chris Vaughan know. 
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Today was good.  Well some of the people were 
really, really nice but some of them were horrible, 
unpolite and messy.  Most of the girls I sold biscuits  
to and some of the boys were polite, respectful and 
kind.  But the others (more boys than girls) were 
rude, disrespectful, some of them did not bow to 
people with higher rank than them and some did not 
say good day or thank you! 
 
Also I earned a lot of coins which was good. I 
brought some bread, I still have some of the bread 
left so I’m going to give that to my family.  There was 
still some biscuits left so my baby brother had some 
of them.  My master was pleased with me so I got a 
tip and I fed the fish.  I spent the rest of the day 
cooking more and more and more biscuits and 
flapjacks (my brother stole a flapjack). 
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If you have a Children’s Society box please  
bring it along. 

 
More details next month 
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Hello everyone. 
 
October already!  Hope you all had a nice summer.  I 
now have PC 2370 Lambert working with me on the 
Bentley Beat.  He has recently returned to the 
Brightlingsea section after 5 years away working at 
Dunmow.  Prior to this PC Lambert was stationed at 
Brightlingsea for 11 years, so he has a good working 
knowledge of the area and local problems. 
 
Due to a complaint received by my duty inspector 
about crime figures I am no longer prepared to provide 
them.  As I said in the last edition I do sometimes miss 
the occasional crime, unfortunately this was not 
acceptable to someone who complained.  We are still 
suffering from a number of nuisance youth calls: again 
I would ask all parents to be aware of what their 
children are doing as their behaviour is sometimes 
deemed to be very frightening towards the elderly who 
feel very intimidated.  Perhaps the youths can be 
reminded to play outside their own houses rather than 
someone else’s.  That way parents can keep an eye on 
their kids. 
 
Can I remind everyone to be a little more vigilant 
during the winter months and look forward to updating 
you all in the New Year. 
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 Dave Gourley 
 

 
Dave was born into a large family, three brothers and two sisters, in 1935.  They lived in a small cottage in 
Dundonald, a village about six miles east of Belfast.  At his local primary school, Dave soon displayed his 
natural talent for the game of football, and was already playing for the school team at the age of seven. 
Passing his school certificate, at thirteen, he gained entry into Newtownards Technical College, where he 
trained to become a bookkeeper. Dave was a member of the 43rd Belfast Company of the Boy’s Brigade, and 
not only played for their football team, but also won the Senior Drill Down (baton twirling) competition two years 
running, in 1951 and again in 1952.   
 
When he was fourteen, Dave was selected to represent Northern Ireland at schoolboy international level.  Here 
he rubbed shoulders with some soon to be famous names, such as Billy Bingham, Derek Dougan, and against 
him for Scotland, Dave Mackay. As a youngster, Dave developed a love of the countryside, and enjoyed 
working for a local farmer during his school holidays. He also liked travelling, and spent time away with the 
Brigade around Ireland and across to Scotland. Just before he was due to take his exams, he left college to 
take up his first job as a cashier for Orletts, a building firm.  His football career took him to the east Belfast side 
Dundela, who played in the Irish Alliance, the equivalent of our Conference.  It was in 1955 that Dundela pulled 
off the shock of the century in Irish football, when, against all the odds, they won the Irish Cup, stunning the 
whole country with a 3-0 win over top League side, Glenavon, at Windsor Park.  Dave was a key member of 
the team, and became the proud holder of an Irish Cup Winners’ medal. It was like Colchester winning our F.A. 
Cup. 
 
At work, however, he had become restless, especially as he saw his friends leave for all parts of the world. He 
applied for a job with the Belfast Building giants, Farrans, with a view to a position in South Africa, but was 
happy to settle for the cashiers post at Upwood R.A.F. Camp, near Huntingdon, where they were rebuilding 
two of the local airfields.  Dave had trials with Peterborough United, but was unable to join the club as his work 
commitments prevented him from attending training.  This proved a stroke of good fortune, as he met keen 
football follower, Brenda, whilst playing for nearby, Somersham, in a local cup final. (They actually met at the 
post match celebration).  That was in the Spring of 1957, but later that year, Dave’s job with Farrans brought 
him to Colchester for the redevelopment of the Hyderabad Barracks. 
 
By the end of the year, David and Brenda were married, their first home being in a caravan in Whitehall Road.  
It was here that they were blessed with their two daughters, Marion, and two years later, Lynn.  The local 
football scouts were soon on Dave’s trail, and he was snapped up by Long Melford, where he played between 
1957 and 1960, but then transferred to the more convenient Tiptree United.  Both clubs were highly successful 
at that time, and Dave acquired a stack of Border and Colchester League medals, as well as several of their 
associated cups.  He had a spell delivering wages to four of Farrans’ London sites until 1962, when he moved 
on to BX Plastics in Brantham for a couple of years.  Being part of a large office didn’t suit Dave, however, and 
he was easily persuaded to come and work for Jack Wright, starting in 1964.  He had always set his heart on 
owning his own semi, and when Larkfield Road was built in 1966, the family moved from Defoe Crescent to 
Great Bentley.  Now in his thirties, Dave joined our village football team, and his bookkeeping skills very 
quickly earned him the position of Club Treasurer during the 1966-67 season.  By the following year he had 
also acquired the secretary’s job, and gave the club sterling service in those positions for the next five 
seasons.  As post match recovery time was taking ever longer, Dave finally hung up his boots, and left the club 
after an enviable career in the game.  Despite all his medals and success at national and international level, 
Dave’s proudest boast was that he was never once sent off or even booked. 
 
That sums up the man completely – Dave would always react with quiet Irish humour, rather than wave his 
arms about.  And in the work-place, he was renowned for a calm resolve, when panic threatened to take hold.  
His sporting prowess continued after football as he helped win trophies for the Red Lion darts team, while he 
also played a fair bit of snooker.  He joined the Birch Grove Golf Club in the 1980’s, winning several more 
honours, and also enjoyed watching football at Ipswich during the Robson era, and then his nephew, Kerry 
Adams, who played in the league for Ray Clemence’s Barnet in the 1990’s.  He spent his last eleven working 
years with Clacton solicitors, Pleass, Thompson, before retiring in 2001.  Dave then helped ferry many locals 
to and from the Luncheon Club, and to a person, they all said what a lovely man he was.  I’ve no doubt that he 
attracted similar comments throughout his life. 
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This year has seen the loss to the Village of several long-term Village residents and amongst those numbers 
were three of the Village past Parish Council members, namely, Des Poole, Gordon Lord and Melle Jansma. 
When I joined the Parish Council in 1988 all three were established and active members under the 
Chairmanship of Arthur Abrey.  From the experience of these people, was much to be learnt.  I remember Des 
for his calm and clear summing up of various subjects after discussions, usually leaving members in no doubt as 
to which direction should be taken – and it usually was! 
 Melle Jansma made Great Bentley his home many years ago and served on the Parish Council to ‘put 
something back into the community’, he once told me.  He will be well remembered by allotment holders at that 
time, as he was the Parish Council member responsible for their needs.  In this role, he spent many hours of his 
own time, which also included the work of laying out the new allotments after the new Village Hall was built.  At 
the same time he organised the independent water supply to the allotment holders at little cost to the 
community.  Members of the new Village Hall Committee for one particular incident will remember both Melle 
and Des… The Committee needed legal backing and approval from the Parish Council to enable the new 
Village Hall building to go ahead and this was needed urgently to take advantage of grants that were available.  
Time was fast running out!  An especially convened Parish Council meeting took place in the Methodist Hall 
attended by several of the Village Hall Committee anticipating a short meeting, agreeing with their plans put 
forward for the new Hall, followed we hoped by a celebratory drink in The Plough afterwards.  However, after the 
meeting was opened the first item was an objection to the meeting, questioning its legality as neither Councillors 
nor members of the public had had the statutory three days notice.  This objection was proposed by Melle and 
seconded by Des and carried by voting members of the Parish Council.  The Meeting was declared illegal!  This 
was a bombshell to the Village Hall Committee and a heated discussion took place.  Without the Parish 
Council’s support the building of the Hall was in jeopardy. The action taken was of course correct however after 
much discussion a solution was found and the building of the Hall took place and we did enjoy a drink in The 
Plough afterwards and I do believe that Des and Melle enjoyed it the most, judging by the expression on their 
faces. 
 Finally to Gordon Lord the longest serving member on recent Parish Councils and long time District 
Councillor for Great Bentley.  Gordon was a village person born and bred and very proud of it.  He had a wealth 
of knowledge of Great Bentley and an excellent memory of past events, which future generations will never 
know of.  I have personally enjoyed many hours of conversation with Gordon at Eden’s Farm and always found 
that he was willing to listen and give support and advice unreservedly.  When I joined the Parish Council, it was 
Gordon that gave me the encouragement to do so.  I believe his knowledge of Great Bentley and its residents 
was unsurpassed. My last long discussion with Gordon was before his illness when we were discussing the 
number of houses that used to be scattered around the Great Bentley countryside and had been demolished 
during the 50’s and 60’s.  I was not only amazed at how many houses there were but of Gordon’s knowledge of 
who lived in them and in many cases, the history of the families and where they went all those years ago.  I did 
say I would go back some time and do an article for the Parish Mag regarding these houses but unfortunately it 
was not to be. The loss of Gordon brings me great personal sadness. 
 All three of these Village people left their mark on Great Bentley, in that they cared for and served the 
Community.  Great Bentley will be a poorer place without them. 
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In June 2002, a housing needs survey was carried out in Great Bentley by the Rural Housing Trust at the 
invitation of the Parish Council.  The findings of this survey showed that there is a need for a scheme of 
affordable housing in Great Bentley.  The Parish Council asked the Rural Housing Trust to look for a suitable 
site and negotiations are progressing well with the owners of a site in St Mary’s Road, Aingers Green. 
 The Rural Housing Trust are now asking people to register their interest in the proposed new 
development, if they have yet to do so.  If you have a strong local connection to Great Bentley - or you know of 
someone who has had to move away from the village due to the lack of affordable housing and wishes to return 
- and are unable to afford to buy a suitable home in the village, please contact 
 
Anne Bishop 
Area Programme Manager, The Rural Housing Trust, Martel’s Estate, High Easter Road, Barnston, Dunmow, 
Essex, CM6 1NA 
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You will be sent a registration of interest form to complete and return, along with some information about the 
proposed scheme.  Your details will remain confidential to the Rural Housing Trust.  They will be kept on file and 
you will be notified as soon as there is any more information. 
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GREAT BENTLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2005-06 

FIRST TEAM KENT BLAXILL BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 1 RESULTS AND FIXTURES: 

 
Sat 24 Sep  H Witham Town Res  1-6 J .Smith  
Sat 1 Oct  A Witham Town Res 1-9 J.Smith 
Sat 8 Oct H Weeley Athletic Res  3-0 S.Oldhamstead, D.Gray, J.Smith  
Sat 15 Oct  H West Bergholt Res  0-0 
Sat 22 Oct  A Tiptree Heath Res 0-2 
Sat 26 Oct  H Lawford Lads Res Essex Junior Cup Round 2, 2 p.m. 
Sat 5 Nov A Bradfield Rovers 
Sat 12 Nov  H Glemsford & Cav Utd  
Sat 19 Nov  A Alresford C R Res 
Sat 26 Nov  H Coggeshall Town Res 
 
RESERVES BORDER LEAGUE DIVISION 2 RESULTS AND FIXTURES: 
 
Sat 24 Sep  A Bures United Res  5-2 M.Kerridge 3, A.Searles, J.Baldwin 
Sat 1 Oct  H Mistley United A 3-1 R.Herbert, S.Cardy, M.Kerridge. Essex Junior Trophy Round 1 
Sat 8 Oct  A Mersea United A 3-1 N.Goodwin, R.Drew, J.Baldwin 
Sat 22 Oct  H Earls Colne Res  1-2 J.Rule 
Sat 29 Oct  A Tillingham Hotspurs  Essex Junior Trophy Round 2, 2 p.m. 
Sat 5 Nov H Hatfield Peverel Res  
Sat 12 Nov  A Kelvedon Social Res  
Sat 19 Nov  H Little Oakley Res  
Sat 26 Nov A Mistley United Res 
 
If the first team win their county cup game, they will be away on in Round 3 on 19 Nov, and if the reserves win 
theirs, they will be at home in Round 3 on 19 Nov. 
The first team suffered big time against the powerful Witham Town Reserves, but it often pays to be aware of the 
circumstances behind the scorelines. 
In the home game we actually led 1-0 at half-time and created more chances than our visitors. 
The real turning point came when we lost keeper, Alex Ball, in first half stoppage time, and replaced him with 
goalscorer, and key defender, Jim Smith. 
Witham then hit us with a rush of second half goals for a 6-1 win. 
If you enjoy a good hard luck story, I can top that for the away game, where we fielded a scratch team. Alex hadn't 
recovered and, unbelievably, our entire strike force of Steve Oldhamstead, Kurt Russell, Steven Spires, Paul Turner 
and Rob Welham, were all missing for various reasons. 
Club captain, Lee Barrett, was serving a suspension and, to add to our woes, Ledgie got himself sent off after a 
quarter of the game. 
Having gone two down, we pulled one back before the break, and scorer, Jim Smith, almost equalised early in the 
second half, but from then on it was all downhill, as Witham piled on the goals once again. 
Just at the moment, the team seem to have succumbed to a bit of jet-lag from those two results. 
 
The reserves, on the other hand, have been in sparkling form, and only a couple of late goals by Earls Colne pre-
vented them from achieving a clean sweep since the last report. 
Having scored but a solitary goal in their first five games, they went over to Bures and smashed in five in one. 
Mark Kerridge was in great form with a hat-trick. 
Then there was cup success against Mistley and another comfortable league win at Mersea, before Earls Colne 
spoiled the party with two goals in the last two minutes, after we had led for much of the game. 
 
A Tale Of Six Keepers. 
We are lucky enough to have three top notch goalies signed on this season, Alex Ball, Ethi Youngs and Mark Smith 
being the men in question. 
Two were injured and one unavailable on 22 October, so fourth choice, Julian Coles, who hung up his boots last 
year, but still plays every week, went with the firsts. 
Surprise fifth choice, Teflon Everett, who hung up his gloves before most of the team were born, stepped ' 

into the reserve breach, and 10gic-defying.8~ choice, Russell Drew, who can't even reach the crossbar with a ladder, 
played for the A team in their j::1 friendly defeat at home to Sato (Dovercourt) on 23 Oct. Seventy-first choice 
keeper, Ledgie, is a long' way off being allowed in goal again - we have long memories. 
 
Draw winners for September were 1st No 77, A.Coles £50; 2nd No 9, B.Oram £25; 3rd No 205, A.Kerridge £20. 
The October Draw is on Sat 19th in the clubhouse. Good luck. 
  



DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 
Tues 1st W.I. Village Hall, 8pm, Reflexology, p. 23 

Thurs 3rd MOTHERS UNION, Vestry Room, 10.15am, p. 4 

Sat 5th BLUE WATER SHOPPING CENTRE, p. 6 

Sat 5th AUTUMN FAYRE, Brightlingsea, see p. 10 

Sat 5/Sun 6 WATERSHED STUDIO EXHIBITION  & OPEN W/END,  p. 6 
Sun 6th LAST DAY FOR SHOE BOXES, See p. 9 

Tues 8th RECYCLING - AINGERS GREEN 

Tues 8th ART CLUB, Village Hall, Portrait 

Wed 9th FARMER’S MARKET, Village Hall, 2.00-5.00pm 

Wed 9th BENTLEY BEARS, St Mary’s Church, 2.15pm 

Wed 9th MOBILE POLICE UNIT, 2.15-3.30pm, Outside the Plough 

Thurs 10th HISTORY SOCIETY, “Phantom at War”, p. 23 

Fri 11th RECYCLING - GREAT BENTLEY 

Sat 12th AUTUMN FAIR, Methodist Church, 10am - 12 noon, p. 23 

Sat 12th ART CLUB COACH TRIP TO LONDON, p. 23 

Sun 13th REMEMBRANCE DAY. War Memorial 10.45am 

Sun 13th REMEMBRANCE SERVICE,  Frating, p. 8 

Mon 14th MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

Tues 15th THORRINGTON PRE-SCHOOL OPEN DAY,  p. 6 

Tues 15th GARDENING CLUB, Village Hall, 8pm, p. 23 

Thurs 17th E.W.T. Village Hall, 7.30pm, p. 26 

Sat 19th EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Coffee morning, p. 17 

Tues 22nd RECYCLING - AINGERS GREEN 

Tues 22nd ART CLUB, Village Hall, Monochrome 

Wed 23rd MOBILE POLICE UNIT,  2.15-3.30pm, Outside the Plough 

Wed 23rd FRIENDS OF THE GREEN, AGM, Vestry Room, 7.30pm 

Wed 23rd GT BENTLEY SHOW AGM, Vestry Room, 8pm 

Wed 23rd EVERGREEN FRIENDSHIP CLUB, Village Hall, 2pm 

Thurs 24th BRIGHTLINGSEA FARMERS MARKET, p. 7 

Thurs 24th LADIES CLUB, Asda talk, p. 23 

Thurs 24th CHINESE BUFFET, Carnival fundraising, p. 30 

Fri 25th RECYCLING - GREAT BENTLEY 

Fri 25th COLLATING & STAPLING, Vestry Room 9.00am 

Sat 26th CHRISTMAS FAYRE, Gt Bentley Pre-School, p. 15 

Sat 26th ROADSIDE VERGES CLEAN UP, p. 30 

Sun 27th ADVENT ADVENTURE, St Mary’s Church, see p. 3 



St Mary’s Church 
VICAR: 

 The Rev’d Bernard Metcalfe 
 The Vicarage, Moors Close - 250476 
 
CHURCHWARDEN: 
 Peter Allington 
 Poplar House, Station Road - 251086 
 
CHURCHWARDEN  
 Nicky Justice 
 16 Cherrywoods - 251474 
 
TREASURER: 
 Graham Thornton 
 St James, Thorrington Road - 250777 
  252221 (Office) 

 
CHURCH VERGER: 
 Rita Baverstock 
 Stonybroke, Station Road - 251271 
 
CHOIR TRAINER & ORGANIST 
 Penny Metcalfe 
 The Vicarage, Great Bentley - 250476 

LAY READER: 
 Wendy King 
 17 Larkfield Road - 250852 
 
PCC SECRETARY: 
 Rita Coles 
 3 Wents Close - 251506 

STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY: 
 Jean Acutt 
 60 Birch Avenue - 250880 

TOWER CAPTAIN: 
 Roger Carey-Smith  - 250521 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
 Linda Hayes  
 Ivy Lodge, Frating - 250207 

BENTLEY BEARS: 
 Carole Allington 
 Poplar House, Station Road - 251086 

SEEKERS: 
 Wendy King 
 17 Larkfield Road - 250852 

MOTHERS’ UNION: 
 Myrtle Clayton 
 30 Larkfield Road - 250725 

VESTRY ROOM BOOKING SECRETARY: 
 Carole Allington 
 Poplar House, Station Road - 251086 
 or ring Church Verger 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR & DISTRIBUTOR: 
 Mary Maskell 
 Caldew Cottage, The Green - 250524 

METHODIST LAY WORKER: 

David Bavister 
2 Richmond Drive, Clacton-on-Sea - 01255 427874 

DOCTOR’S SURGERY: 
Drs Steiner, Cavenagh, Hunt, Letton & Bhatti 
The Hollies, The Green - 250691 

FOOT HEALTH  PROFESSIONAL 
Mrs D. McMillan 
“Pendee”, Weeley Road, Aingers Green 
Home visits - 251773 

POLICE: 
Clacton 01255 221312 

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Clerk to the Council - Geoffrey Catchpole 
The White House, Manningtree Rd, Stutton 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP9 2SR - 01473 328490 

Chairman: 

Lynda McWilliams  - 250732 

TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCILLOR: 
Robert Taylor 
“Dominica” Moors Close - 250087 

TENDRING RURAL WEST  
Mrs S. Candy, Wisteria, Cottage Shop Road, 
Lt Bromley, Manningtree, Essex, CO11 2P7 
01206 390386 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS TRANSPORT: 
Dreena Williamson - 250679 or if unavailable 
Deputy:  Anne Griffiths - 251605 (evenings & weekends only) or 
Dennis Curry - 251717 
 
MEDICAL AIDS: 
Sylvia Adams 250160 or Norman Fuller  251137 

TENDRING FURNITURE SCHEME,  
Rocket House,  Gorse Lane Industrial Estate, Clacton: 
01255 476068 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS: 
Heather Taylor, Granville, Plough Rd - 251004 

VILLAGE HALL NUMBER - 251603 

METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS: 
Robert & Janet Taylor 
Dominica, Moors Close - 250087 

GT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL - 250331 

COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL - 303511 

VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER: 
Heather Taylor,  
Granville, Plough Road - 251004 

COLCHESTER HOSPITALS:  01206 747474 

CLACTON & DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 01255 201717 

FOOTPATH REP: 
Dave Kirby  250585 

VILLAGE CARETAKER 
David Tyler - 251095 

DONATIONS FOR ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE 
Judy & Alan Bishop - 23 Cedar Way, 251702 

TENDRING PETS REUNITED 
01255 814172 
 

Village Information 

Cover produced by Burdett Industries:    


